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LEWIS  XV,  tired  to  excefs  with  an  unfortunate 
war,  equally  repugnant  to  his  inclinations  as  to 
age,  which  was  advancing  upon  him,  and  (till  more 
fo  to  his  natural  character  of  indolence  and  inactivity, 
was  defirous  of  peace  at  any  rate.  But  he  was  op- 
pofed  by  Marfhal  Belleifle,  who  had  the  afcendant 
over  the  Council,  and  over  the  Monarch  For-  f  „ 
tunately  this  Minifter  died  ;  and  this  circum-  2t>  Xan' 
ftance  prevented  him  from  being  regretted.  l7(jl- 
We  have  already  fpoken  much  of  him,  but  fome- 
thing  Fill  remains  to  be  fa  id.  To  the  end  of  his 
life  he  had  fo  great  a  fhare  in  the  principal 
events  of  this  reign,  that  we  are  under  a  neceffity 
of  giving  a  further  account  of  him.  He  was  too  uni- 
Vo  l.  1  v .  B  verfal 
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verfa!  a  man  to  be  at  the  head  of  any  particular  pr0- 

'  ^  on.;  hut  lf  !le  were  neither  a  Conde  nor  a  Tu- 
>  enne  m  the  art  of  war,  nor  an  Oxenftiern  or  a  Riche- 
jttu  in  politics,  yet  he  did  feme  memorable  things  in 
bom  thefe  branches.  Induftry  and  aflivity  were 
",'ta  ,"n'  a  Obftitute  to  extenfive  talents.  We  have 
f‘  fe,en  llIs.  exploits  in  the  army.  When  he  had 

got  into  the  miniftry,  his  firft  attention  was  to  re- 

?lm  rai’ufes>  to  introduce  a  fevere  difeipline  in 

teu  ol  the  remiffnefs  that  had  prevailed  there  At 
lead  he  ftiewed  the  neceffity  of  fuch  a  reformation 
as  loon  as  he  entered  into  the  Council  ;  and  in  the 
courfe  of  his  admimftration,  he  publiftred  feveral 
iitfiul  regulations  upon  this  matter.  He  wrote  a 
-^er  in  the  King’s  name  to  all  the  Colonels  in 
\  he  threatened  them  with  difgrace  from  his 
Majeity,  and.  with  being  deprived  of  their  regiments 
ir  they  continued  any  longer  to  connive  at  thofe 
clandeitine  arrangements  between  officers,  known  by 
t ae  name  of  Concordat ,  by  which  venality  ftifled  e- 
mulation,  a  fordid  intereft  hurried  thofe  into  retire¬ 
ment  who  were  moll  capable  of  ferving,  and  the 
promotions  in  the. army  were  often  put  up°to  auction 
to  penons  the  leaff  proper  to  fill  them.  By  anothe? 
cuitora,  not  lefs  pernicious,  young  beardlefs  men  of 
1  liiiv  or  influence,  who  had  not  feen  any  fervice,  ufed 
to  obtain  regiments.  It  was  fixed,  that  no  man 
coula  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  till  he 
cad  ferved  feven  years*  The  Marquis  of  Ami- 
champ  was  the  firft  who  felt  the  effects  of  this  regu- 
lauon.  In  vain  did  Marfhal  Broglio,  his  relation 
attempt  to  fereen  him  from  it  ;  he  could  not  fucceed.’ 

.  luxury,  which  is  ever  fupprefled,  and  ever  reviv¬ 
ing  again,  in  camps,  and  which  is  the  eonfequenee 
of  the  generous  and  lively  charader  that  animates 
the  French  nation,  and  inclines  them  to  prodigality, 
was  now  carried  to  an  excels  infupportable  to  them* 

*  By  this  regulation  of  the  29th  of  March,  1758,  it  was  ne- 

ceflary  that  a  military  man,  afpiring  to  the  rank  of  Colonel 
lliould  have  been  at dealt  five  years  a  Captain  ;  and  no  man  could 
become  a  Captain  till  he  bad  ferved  at  lealt  two  years  as  Enfipn 
Cornet,  or  Lieutenant.  0  9 


and 
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and  troublefome  to  the  army.  The  Marfhal 
made  a  fumptuary  law,  ordering  the  equi-  "  ’ 

pages  and  table  of  the  officers  to  be  reduced 
during  the  war,  and  in  the  campaigns ;  and  the  mili¬ 
tary  men  had  no  longer  the  pretence  of  faying  they 
were  ruined  in  the  lervice.  .  1  he  year  'June 

following  a  fecond  law  was  Blued,  more  ^  7 
ftrict  and  more  particular,  which  forbad  /y* 
the  u liner  of  iilver  plates  or  difhes.  fie  afo  caufed 
M  Berryer  to  publifh  a  fimilar  law  in  his  marine  de¬ 
partment,  to  regulate  the  taole  o.  the  Captains  of 
jhips,  and  other  officers  of  the  King’s  navy  ;  but 
which  was  not  carried  into  execution,  irom  the  ufual 
want  of  difciphne  in  that  branch  o  the  lervice. 

Gaming,  the  eife&  of  the  idlenefs  prevailing  in 
camps,  being  a  continual  fource  of  quarrels  and  ruin 
among  the  military,  in  order  to  reftrain  the  cupidity 
of  thofe  who  are  unfortunately  too  much  tormented 
with  this  palhon,  and  efpecially  to  difappoint  the 
induftrious  activity  of  the  fharpers  it  is  apt  to  create, 
Marflial  Belleille  engaged  the  tribunal  of  the  Mar- 
final s  of  France  to  give  out  an  ordonnance,  ^  ^ 
by  which  it  was  decreed,  that  no  applicati- 
ons  could  be  made  to  their  tribunal,  for 
gaming  debts  exceeding  the  fum  oi  1000  livresffi 
ft  was  forbidden  to  all  gentlemen  and  military  per¬ 
sons,  under  pain  of  imprifonment,  and  upon  their 
word  of  honour,  to  play  for  any  thing  above  that 
fum  ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  all  thofe  who  had  any 
demands  to  make,  to  fpecify  them  all  in  the  fame 
petition,  fignifying  the  cattle  of  the  debts  of  honour, 
and  other  engagements  required  to  be  fulfilled. 

In  calling  back  the  officers  to  the  ftmplicity  of 
conquering  nations,  the  Marflial  did  not  fail  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  prevent  them  from  being  afliamed  or  their 
uniform.  He  even  regulated  the  uniform  for  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Officers,  and  they  were  all  obliged  to  wear  it  as 
their  belt  drefs.  As  for  the  reft,  the  pay  and  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  foldiers  was  mcreafed,  the  appoint¬ 
ments  of  each  fuperior  in  command  were  inereaied 


Upwards  of  forty-one  pounas. 

B  z 


at 


21  Jub>  ]  YQy  ro*e  9  and  he  inftituted 

*759-  the  order  of  Military  Merit,  in  favour  of 

born  in  a  p  Tn Officers  ot  the  King’s  troops,  who, 

irio  "  j  lT  COUI;^y..  could  not  be  admitted 

V  ,tne  onier  of  Saint  Lewis,  on  account  of  their 
rehgion.  7  he  Prince  of  Naffau  Saarbruck,  and  Ba- 

GW  rmfer’  received  int0  it,  the  one 

G t and  Croix,  the  other  Commandeur. 

,  In  a  W0id>  w,e.  owe  'o  'his  Minifter  nearlv  all  the 
changes  efrected  in  the  admmiftration  of  the  war  de- 
partment,  fince  the  retreat  of  Count  d’Argenfon  ,  to 
which  changes  he  contributed  by  fuggeftions,  before 
he  was  dlrealy  concerned  m  them.  Among  others 
2 6  Feb.  "'e  owe  t°  hlm  the  ordonnance,-  fignifying,’ 

*  757-  t  at  in  future,  each  battalion  of  infantry 

mould  be  provided  with  a  piece  of  cannon 
according  to  the  Swedilh  cuftom,  and  that  ore  Ser¬ 
jeant  and  tnree  privates  lliould  be  appointed  to  ma- 
nage  it. 

It  has  been  feen  by  the  anecdote  of  the  Marquis 
d  Autichamp,  that  Martha!  Belleifle  did  not  want 
hrmnefs.  Count  Lenoncourt,  Colonel  of  a  regiment 
ij^ai.ng  his  name,  having  quitted  the  army  without 
^ave,  and  come  to  Paris,  he  wrote  him  word  that 
tne  King  had  fuperfeded  him.  The  Courts  Martial 
Holden  upon  the  volunteers  of  Liege,  and  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Piedmont,  did  honour  to  his  inflexible  feve- 
nty.  1  he  officers  ot  the  fir fb  were  broken.  7’hey 
had  agreed  among  themfelves  no  longer  to  pay  their 
omy  to  M.  de  Melfort,  their  Colonel,  who  wanted 
to  introduce  into  his  regiment  the  new  difcipline  in 
imitation  of  that  ot  the  Pruffian  troops.  One  Angle 
o.  iCtr  had  retutec  to  agree  to  this  refolution;  upon 
which  they  had  infulted  him }  and,  being  aflem- 
b;eo  by  order  of  the  General,  to  make  apologies  to 
him,  feveral  foots  fired  at  once  againft  this  unhappy 
victim  of  the  fpim  of  the  corps,  had  given  rife  to  an 
inqueft  concerning  this  murder.  The  perpetrators 
of  it  having  remained  concealed,  in  default  of  parti¬ 
cular  julhce,  it  was  neceflary  to  exercile  a  general 
one.  ‘  ® 

The 


The  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of 
Piedmont  had  been  Rill  more  atrocious.  A  fon  of 
the  famous  Captain  of  a  privateer  ot  Marseilles, 
known  under  the  name  of  Roux  de  Corfe,  was  in 
that  corns.  As  he  was  very  rich,  he  olten  lent  mo¬ 
ney  to  his  comrades.  They  abufed  his  eafy  temper, 
and,  although  they  did  not  return  him  the  monies 
they  had  borrowed,  they  expected  that  he  lliouid  Rill 
continue  lending.  His  patience  was  at  length  tired 
out.  One  night  he  was  found  murdered  in  his  tent. 
There  could  not  be  the  lead  doubt,  but  that  this 
was  the  effect  of  fome  abominable  plot.  Three 
Captains  were  condemned  to  the  rack  for  non-ap¬ 
pearance,  and  forty-five  more  to  be  broken,  de¬ 
graded  trom  bearing  arms,  and  from  Nobility,  thrown 
into  prifon,  &c.  "1  he  Marquis  of  Efparbes,  the  Co¬ 

lonel,  had  been  condemned,  by  his  fentence,  to  im- 


her  hufband’s  pardon,  whp  preferved  the  rank  of 
Colonel  in  chief,  but  without  the  right  of  appoint¬ 
ing  to  the  vacancies,  which  was  given  to  M.  de  Sur- 
laville,  made  fecond  Colonel  of  the  regiment.  Fa- 


often  obliged  him  to  fubmit  to  the  inclinations,  the 
injuRice,  and  the  caprices  of  the  favourite. 

One  anecdote,  injurious  to  the  MarfhaPs  memory, 
but  which  the  impartiality  of  hillory  will  not  allow 
us  to  omit,  we  find  recorded  in  the  hiRorical  eulogi- 
um  of  M.  de  la  Valliere,  pronounced  publicly  at  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  by  M.  de  Fourchy,  the  Secre¬ 
tary*  This  MiniRer,  whether  from  a  defire  of  in¬ 
novating,  or  from  thinking  the  matter  more  ufeful  in 
the  prefent  circumRances,  or  from  fome  Court  in¬ 
trigue,  and  to  gratify  a  particular  paffion,  had  a  de¬ 
fire  to  feparate  the  corps  of  artillery  from  that  of  en¬ 
gineers,  which  had  been  united  by  Count  d’ Argen- 

»■ 

*  This  eulogium  has  been  read  at  the  Eafter  meeting,  the 
I  7th  April,  1779. 
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When°rhehh  rf-fv  -the  ,fervice  that  squired  it 
•  n  he  had  laid  his  plan  before  Lewis  XV  fnf_ 

fhe  gf  *  jM'  de  ia  ).al,lere»  in  whofe  capacity 
l  "  K,n.S  1  ad  Sreat  confidence,  would  be  confulted 
he  aRPr,«d  th«  General  Officer  of  the  matter  and 
J'ronufed  him  that  he  would  immediately  obtain  the 

L  hetol  ,t0r-!‘UI1’  3nd  foon  after  the  Grand-Croix , 
;  !tWn°",d  S-ve  an  opinion  conformable  to  his.' This 
h  '  f  9®cer  °*  artillery  remained  inflexible  and  an 
wered  that  h,s  mode  of  thinking  being  diametrical¬ 
ly  oppofite  to  that  of  the  Minifter,  he  could  not  con- 

5  May,  ^eal  ir>  “  h)s  Majefty  fhould  do  him  the 
1758.  honour^  to  a  Ik  him  any  queftions.  The 
leparation  was  not  the  lefs  effeaed. 

n  1  75 5 *  w'icn  !t  was  difcufled,  whether  a  war 
-lou.d  be  commenced,  or  whether  peace  ffiould  be 
maintained,  Marlhal  Belleifle  was  of  the  latter  opi! 

■  mn.  It  leemed  aflonilhing,  that  a  man  who  had 
been  eager  for  military  aftion  all  his  life— who  had 
ornoreafon  engaged  France  in  a  quarrel,  in  which 
n.e  did  not  take  either  the  mod  equitable  or  moll 
nob.e  fine  of  the  queltion— {hould  difplay  fo  great  a 
flare  of  moderation,  when  it  became  neceffary  to 
repe1  tee  infn Its  ot  a  violent  and  perfidious  aggr/ffor 
*  he  fa  ft  is,  that  he  ihen  perceived  himfelf  too  much 
2  -vanced  in  years  to  command  the  army,  and  was 
unwilling  tnat  others  lhould  acquire  a  glory  which 
,  c?ll,d  not  partake.  When  he  became  Minifter 
,,e  alfcredhIS  opinion:  and  was  fevereiy  puniihed  in 

.h e  ot  v'hat  was  n!°ft  dear  to  him.  The  Count 

<-e  Gilors,  his  only  fon,  a  young  warrior  of  the 
greateft  hopes— who  had  lived  too  fhort  a  time  to 
render  h,s  name  illuftrious,  but  long  enough  to  mike 
hunlelf  known  and  regretted— was  mortally  wound- 

2 3  June,  at  'jW  battle  of  frevelt,  fighting  at  the 

175b.  the  carabineers,  whom  he  com- 

,•  c  .  manded.  The  manly  and  rigid  education 
nis  father  had  given  him,  had  been  very' fuccefsful 
and  had  made  an  accomplished  young  Nobleman  of 
,"n',  r  He  was  lamented  even  by  the  enemy  ;  and 
the  Hereditary  Prince  ofBrunfwick,  who  had  taken 
him  pnfoner,  did  not  leave  him  ’till  he  had  breathed 

ills  1  cl  it  9  ^ 
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The  ambition  of  the  Marfhal,  as  it  made  this 
ftroke  the  more  fenfible  to  him,  fo  it  likewife  pro¬ 
cured  his  relief.  The  tumult  of  affairs  made  a  diver- 
lion  from  his  grief,  and  thoie  who  did  not  lee  him  m 
his  family,  judged  that  he  had  no  feeling. 

The  end  of  his  career  was  diiturbed  by 
another  caufe  of  chagrin.  I  he  letters  he 
had  written  to  IVlarilial  Contades  were  taken  b)  the 
enemy.  Prince  Ferdinand,  in  publiihing _  them,  a- 
vailed  himfelf  of  the  rights  of  war  to  difclo.e  the 
MarfhaPs  plans,  increafe  if  poilible,  the  hatred  of 
the  enemies  of  France,  alienate  the  neutral  powers 
from  her,  and  foment  the  jealoufy  and  nnfunder- 
(landing  between  the  Generals,  in  thefe  letters— 
informed  by  his  own  experience  that  the  french 
could  not  long  keep  the  conquefts  gained  by  their 
impetuofity — 'in  order  to  rea<p  at  leaif  fome  ad  van* 
tage  from  them,  by  preventing  the  enemy  from 
eftablifhing  themfelves  there,  he  ordered,  that  every 
thing  fhould  be  plundered,  facked,  laid  wafle,  or 
burnt.  This  mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  lo  con¬ 
trary  to  the  faith  and  generolity  of  the  nation, 
feemed  odious  and  abominable  $  and  recalled  the 
memory  of  the  horrible  war  of  the  Palatinate.  .  1  he 
Palatine  Minifter,  and  the  Court  of  Cologne,  piqued 
at  feveral  infulting  ftrokes  they  found  in  the  inter¬ 
cepted  correfpondence  complained  of  the  expref- 
fions  made  ufe  of  againft  them,  and  of  their  being 
fufpe£ted  to  favour  the  allies.  In  a  word,  feveral 
principal  officers  in  the  French  army,  who  were 
fpoken  of  difrefpedlfully,  and  were  already  little  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Marfhal,  vowed  a  fecret  hatred  againll 
him.  d  hey  contributed  the  more  .  effectually  to 
thwart  his  operations,  and  afterwards  imputed  to  him 
their  faults,  or  the  miftakes  of  the  General. 

Eager  of  every  kind  of  glory,  the  Marfhal  was  alfo 
defirous  of  being  a  member  of  the  french  Academy  ; 
as  if  the  obtaining  of  a  feat  there  were  fufficient  to 
partake  of  immortality,  which  is  the  device  of  the 
Company  ;  he  had  not  the  leaf!  pretenfions  to  be 
admitted  ;  his  ftile,  as  well  as  his  language,  was 
dry  and  carelefs,  and  he  never  poffeiTed  the  enthini- 
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fi vatcd  Il^rature  fufficiently  to  proiefl  thole  whocui- 

dif»  Al  S,|3“  **  *>  •  .i»«  when 

Church,  he  condnaed’himfeff  rA  To  'he 

thejefuits ,  «?» 

ion  s  education  to  them,  and  he  rfed  l  P  f  °f  h'S 
retire  at  the  noviciate.  ’But be^gtShewTo'Farh 
Fouquet,  one  of  the  ornaments  o/theFather,  % 

ratory,  he  was  fecretly  inclined  to  the  Tanfenift  8 
and  had  a  much  higher  opinion  of  them  "  ‘  ^  ’ 

retire  man>  r°  enVed  and  f0  r°r£unate  with 
reipett  to  the  enjoyments  of  ambition,  but  the  moft 

uni  ppy  0f  mankind  in  his  domeftic  concerns  for 

.fter  having  been  at  once  a  hufband,  a  brother  and  a 

father,  he  was  the  only  remains  of  his  familv  U”  l 

•“  '““'r  b™« 'b'  i  ™  s'iti.:1”;; 

26  Jan ■  callf;ftfnirentS  -16  e*Penericed  another 
1761.  .  °  chagrin  in  being  witnefs  to  the 

tefted  r'l!n2  S'or7  ot  the  man  whom  he  molt  de- 

.  This  was  the  Duke  of  Choifeul,  who  bein?  Mi 
lifter  for  foreign  affairs,  perfuaded  the  Kin" ?hat  in' 
order  to  give  more  weight  to  his  neeotiations  ! 
neceflary  he  fhould  afro  be  Minifteffor  he  war  de^ 
partment.  He  had  already  fubdued  the  favour^' 

en?ered°i  ^  ,Monarch-  He  immediately’ 

”  .  ed  '"t0,h,s  V1f'7s>  fo  'Mch  the  more  readily  as 
;;  have  before  obferved,  that  he  was  better  calcu¬ 
lated  for  intrigue  than  for  military  operations 

He  C0ldd  fcar“  have  with  circumftances  more 
25  Oa.  favourable.  Ge°rSe  IF  was  juft  dead  ; 

1760.  e  n']c.e  ob  ^  ales,  his  grandfon,  was  a 

tinn  T  „ j'T8  Pu"Ce  C!f,  ?  mild  ar>f  quiet  difpofi- 
.  n‘  Lord  Bute,  his  and  his  mother’s  favourite  ‘be- 

2/red  l(r°  thC  Co|lnci!’  wi£h  his  creatures, 
w“ft  uff  ne.crefllT  not  only  difapprove  the  German 
va.,  but  alfo  be  more  inclined  to  a  peace,  even 
though  not  adequate  to  the  fucceires  of  England 
than  to  burthen  himfelf  with  the  care  and  condud  of 


an 
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an  embarrafiing  war.  In  a  word,  we  almoft  always 
fee  a  fucceeding  reign  ad  in  contradiction  to  the  fyf- 
tem  and  meafures  of  the  former.  It  was  therefore 
readily  to  be  prefumed,  that  overtures  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  France  would  be  attended  to; 
and,  after  having  regulated  every  thing  that  con¬ 
cerned  the  preliminaries  and  acceffories  of  fuch  a 
ftep,  M  de  Bully  was  lent  to  London,  the  ^  ^ 
fame  who  had  already  negotiated  there  in  c 
1755,  and  who,  being  deformed,  had  ac-  *755* 
quired  the  furname  of  BulTy-Ragotin,  to  diftinguifh 
him  from  Bufly  ot  India,  called  Bulfy-Butin,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  extreme  opulence — of  whom  we  final  1 
have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter — and  from  the  fa¬ 
mous  Bufly-Rabutin,  that  amiable  Courtier  of  the 
Court  of  Lewis  XIV.  whofe  name  will  be  more 
immortal  than  that  of  the  other  two. 

The  objed  of  the  Duke  of  Choifeul,  who  already 
began  to  deceive  the  Englifh,  was  lefs,  at  this  in- 
ftant,  to  make  a  peace — which  would  certainly  have, 
been  very  humiliating— than  to  gain  time  to  bring 
forward  a  negotiation,  which  he  was  meditating  and 
digefting  in  filence,  and  upon  which  he  founded  the 
greatelt  expedations  Beiides,  he  wifhed  to  be  tho¬ 
roughly  acquainted  with  the  fpirit  of  the  new  Court ; 
and  he  had  chofen  the  fpy  the  moil  proper  for  this 
purpofe.  The  old  Courtiers  were  not  the  dupes  of 
this  proceeding  ;  they  complained,  that  a  meddling 
and  artful  perl'on  had  been  admitted,  with  whom 
they  had  been  much  dilfatisfied  in  the  reign  of  the 
late  King ;  and  particularly  murmured,  that  he 
fhould  be  permitted  to  come  and  fettle  in  London  at 
the  time  of  the  Parliamentary  elections.  Thefe  de¬ 
claimed  agree,  that  they  could  not  precifely  fpecify 
the  particular  evil  which  refulted  from  the  prefence 
of  fo  dangerous  a  negotiator  ;  but  they  make  no 
doubt,  that  he  was  the  fecret  inftigator  of  the  moti¬ 
ons  of  the  Tories.  From  that  period,  according  to 
thefe  people,  it  was  ventured  openly  to  decry  the 
men  and  the  meafures  to  which  England  owed  its 
moft  lignal  fucceffes.  From  that  very  period,  par¬ 
ties  were  formed  in  favour  of  the  propofals  of  the 
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Court  of  VerfailJes,  and  Mr.  Pitt’s  party  evidently 
g  .ve  way  to  that  ot  St.  James’s  in  proportion  to  his 
firmnets.  and  to  his  fincerity  in  the  courfe  of  the 
negotiation 

M.  de  KufTy  having.  infidioufly  introduced  fome 
foreign  objects,  concerning  the  points  of  contelt  with 
Spain,  as  alfo  the  demands  of  the  Emprefs  Queen 
againft  the  King  of  Pfuffia,  Pitt  rejected  his  propo- 
ials  with  haughtinefs,  pretending  that  France  had 
not  at  any  time  the  right  of  interfering  in  fuch  dif- 
putes  with  his  Catholic  Majefty,  and  that  it  was  an 
infult  done  to  the  honour  of  Great  Britain,  to  flip- 
pofe  that  die  could  be  unfaithful  to  her  engagements 
with  her  allies,  and  abandon  the  interefts  of  Frede¬ 
rick.  He  forefaw,  from  that  moment,  that  we  were 
only  endeavouring  to  amufe  him,  in  order  to  give 
time  to  Spain  to  form  a  conne&ion  with  France,  and 
to  ueciare  herielf.  He  widied  to  detect  the  manoeu- 
vres  of  the  firft  of  thefe  powers  ;  and  for  this  pur- 
pole  dilpatched  a  courier  to  Lord  Bridol,  Ambaiia- 
oor  irom  England  to  Madrid,  with  inftructions  to 
that  Nobleman,  to  reprefent  in  the  drongeft  manner 
to  that  Court,  the  furprize  and  indignation  of  his 
mailer,  that  an  humbled  enemy  fhould  prefume  to 
interfere  with  his  Britannic  Majefty,  on  the  part  of  a 
frown  a  dually  in  amity  with  him.  He  fummoned 
the  Spanidi  Court  to  give  a  categorical  anfwer,  whe¬ 
ther  they  meant  to  preferve  or  to  break  their  neutra¬ 
lity.  He  recalled  Mr.  Stanley  from  Paris,  who  was 
negotiating  there  upon  the  fame  footing  as  M.  de 
Bully  ;  to  whom  paifports  were  given  to  return  into 
his  country  ;  and  he  took  meafures  for  purfuing  the 
war  with  vigour. 

1(-  A  The  famous  family-compad,  negotiated 
y  fo  fecretly,  that  nothing  of  it  tranfpired  till 
after  it  was  ligned,  was  foon  made  public.  It  con¬ 
tained  twenty-eight  articles.  The  Kings  of  France 
and  Spain  ftipulated  in  it,  as  much  for  themfelves'as 
lor  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  and  the  Infant  Duke 
of  Parma.  'They  fettled  in  it  between  them  a  per¬ 
petual  alliance,  agreeing  for  the  future  to  confider 
every  power  as  hoftile  that  was  an  enemy  to  any 

one 
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one  of  them,  and  reciprocally  guaranteeing  to  each 
other  all  their  poffeffions,  in  whatever  part  of  the 
world  they  might  be,  according  to  the  ftate  thev 
fhould  be  in  at  the  time  when  the  three  Crowns 
and  the'  Duke  of  Parma  fhould  be  at  peace  with  the 
other  powers  ;  and  obliging  themfelves  to  fxirn *fli 
the  neceffiry  fuccours  for  carrying  on  the  war  joint- 
ly,  and  not  to  make  peace  diffinctly  from  each  o- 
ther.  This  treaty  likewife  ftipulated  the  fuppreflion 
of  the  law  of  efcheat  in  France,  in  favour  of  the 
fubjeHs  of  the  Kings  of  Spain  and  Sicily,  and  an 
exprefs  convention,  that  the  Subjects  of  the  three 
Crowns  fhould  enjoy,  in  their  refpedtive  dominions, 
the  fame  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  as  the' 
natives,  with  refpedt  to  navigation  and  commerce, 
without  a  poffibility  of  the  other  European  powers 
being  admitted  into  this  family  alliance,  or  of  claim¬ 
ing  for  their  Subjects  the  fame  treatment  in  the 
kingdoms  of  the  three  Crowns. 

This  was  the  matter  piece  for  which  the  Duke  of 
Choifeul  applauded  himfelf ;  not  that  he  expected 
any  great  iuccefs  from  this  alliance,  but  in  the  hope 
that  it  would  be  the  means  of  obtaining  a  lefs  ig¬ 
nominious  peace.  He  had  another  object  in  view: 
which  was  to  caufe  a  diverfion,  and  by  encreafmg 
the  forces  of  the  enemies  of  England,  to  weaken  and 
divide  her  own.  This  was,  to  oblige  Portugal  to 
declare  iti'elf  :  if  that  kingdom  could  have  been  de¬ 
tached  from  its  natural  ally,  the  latter  would  have 
been  deprived  of  a  confuierable  tource  of  its  riches  , 
and  if  Portugal,  on  the  contrary,  perfifted  in  its  union 
with  Great-Britain,  it  was  concluded,  that  a  kingdom 
open  on  all  Tides  might  eafily  be  fubdued  The  Mi- 
niffer  began  by  fecuring  to  himfelf  the  mod  flatter¬ 
ing  rewards  of  his  exertions.  Befide  the  two  de- 
partments  for  war  and  for  foreign  affairs,  with  which 
he  was  already  intruded,  that  of  the  navy  was  alfo 
given  to  him. 

The  bufmefs  was  to  reinffate  the  navy,  and  ^ 

M.  Berryer,  who  had  retained  that  depart-  3  6  • 

ment,  was  got  rid  of  by  granting  him  the  feals,  which 
che  King  had  kept  fince  the  difgrace  of  M.  de  Mac- 

haul  t. 
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hault. 


,  A  he  Duke,  however,  had  the  moderation  to 
refign  part  of  the  -office  for  foreign  affairs  in  fa- 
vour  ot  Count  Choifeul,  lately  made  Minifter  of 

"u  and  bef°re  'hat  Ambailador  at  Vienna,  Thus 
t.  s  department  (till  remained  in  his  family,  Befides 
he  well  knew  the  fubmiffion  which  his  coufin,  who 

1  ave  b3d  6aIthh  W?S  Weak  3nd  i,,dolent>  would 
have  to  his  will;  and,  in  order  to  fecure  this  the 

niore  effectually,  he  referved  to  himfelf  the  moft 

ertential  part  of.  the  bufinefs  at  this  time  the 

coi  refpondence  with  Spain  and  Portugal. 

1762.  d'S  9a‘h?1*c  ¥aJefty  foon  exprelfed  his 
1  8  Jan.  Pe™naI  fatisfadlion  to  the  Duke  by  fend- 

P’S  the  order  ot  the  Golden  Fleece, 
i  he  Dauphin  performed  the  ceremony  of  inverting 

4  March.  Sh,s  Nobleman  with  it.  A  little  time  afte? 
r  ,  "e,  appointed  ' by  the  King  Colonel 
General  o  the  Swifs  and  Gnfons  ;  a  port  which  he 
obtained  from  his  Majeftv  upon  the  refignation  of 

Lount  d  f.u,  who  held  it  before. 


As  foon  as  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  had  acquired  the 
marine  department  he  paid  great  attention  to  it,  and 
feemed  to  endeavour  to  reftore  life  and  a&ivity  to 
that  branch  of  Adminiftration.  The  ,  bufinefs  was  to 
deceive  Spain,  by  powerful  efforts  to  re-eftablifh.  it 
The  provincce  of  Languedoc,  which  had  already 
teftffied  its  zeal  for  the  King,  in  1744,  by  offering; 
to  him  the  legiment  of  Septimanie,  which  is  maintained 


26  Nov  Rtr  lts  0^n  expence,  §ave  another  example 
1761  *  °f  patriotifm,  more  followed  than  the  for - 
1  *  nier.  The  States  affembled  at  Montpel¬ 

lier,  by  an  unanimous  deliberation,  determined  to 
offer  to  his  Majefty  a  74  gun  (hip.  This  example  was 
immediately  imitated  by  the  richeft  individuals  in 
Paris,  and  by  all  the  bodies  of  the  State.  Meffrs. 
de  Montmartel  and  de  la  Borde,  the  bankers  of  the 
Court  de  Pange  and  de  Boullogne,  Paymafters-Ge- 
neral  of  the  army;  Michel  and  ie  Maitre,  Paymaf- 
ters  of  the  artillery  ;  Marquet  and  de  Bourgade,  con¬ 
tractors  for  provifions  for  the  army,  affociated 
tliemfelves,  and  entered  into  a  fubfcription  for  the 
conftrudtion  of  an  80  gun  fliip.  The  Companies  of 

Receivers 
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Receivers  General  of  Finances,  the  Farmers  General, 
the  Paymafters  of  the  annuities,  the  nx  companies  of 
Merchants  of  the  city  of  Paris,  the  city  of  1  aris  if- 
felf,  the  States  of  Burgundy,  the  Adminiftrators  of 
the  Polls  of  France,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
*  Marfeilles,  and  the  States  of  Britanny  ;  all  thefe  fe- 
veral  bodies  engaged  each  of  them  to  build  a  fliip 
of  the  line,  of  greater  or  lefs  force,  according  to  their 
refpeaive  abilities.  The  Minifter,  in  giving  this  ge¬ 
neral  impulfe  to  a  zeal  fo  efficacious,  announced  the 
refources  of  the  kingdom  But  thele  resources  could 
not  immediately  repair  the  lols  of  37  flaips  of  the  line 
and  56  frigates,  fuitained  during  this  war*  f  hey 
could  not  fill  up  the  vacancy  of  twenty-five  thoufand 
Tailors  detained  prifoners  in  England,  in  exchange  of 
whom  we  had  no  more  than  twelve  hundred  to  offer. 
In  a  word  they  could  not  fupply  the  kingdom  with 
Officers  and  Generals,  the  belt  of  whom  had  been 
killed  in  adtion,  while  there  remained  only  inch  as 
had  been  dilgraced  by  fhameful  defeats.  One  Officer 
was,  however,  found,  who  executed  a  bold  ftroke, 
capable  of  inlpiring  Spain  with  a  momentary  confi¬ 
dence.  The  Chevalier  de  Ternay,  a  Captain  of  a 
iliip,  with  a  fquadron  of  only  two  fhips  of  the  line 
and  two  frigates  f,  arrived  at  the  Bay  June 

des  Tereaux ,  in  the  lfland  of  Newfound¬ 
land,  and  landed  there  with  1500  men,  under  the  or* 
ders  of  Count  HaufTonville,  who  feized  upon  the 
towns  of  St.  John  and  Placentia,  and  upon  the  whole 
ifland  ;  but  this  was  no  more  than  a  gleam  of  fuc- 
cefs :  before  three  months  were  elapfed,  the  Englifh 
retook  this  conquefl. 

Spain,  which  began  the  war  with  a  navy  j g 
quite  frefli,  and  fufficiently  numerous,  when 
joined  to  the  remains  of  that  of  France,  to  make  head 
againft  the  navy  of  England,  was  Toon  convinced  01 
the  fault  fhe  had  committed  in  having  waited  too  long 

*  Eighteen  fhips  of  the  line,  and  thirty-feven  frigates,  taken. 
Fourteen  fhips  of  the  line,  and  eleven  frigates,  destroyed.  live 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  eight  frigates,  loll  by  accident. 

Le  Robutle  of  74  guns,  I’Eveills  of  64,  La  Garonne  of 
44,  and  la  Licorne  of  30. 

before 
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tt[erfollvavTSedin,tl,e  W3r’  and  of  the  ftifj 

greater  tolly  of  having  taken  any  part  in  it  in  !  / 
than  a  year,  (he  loft  twelve  ftilps  0f  the  line  Xl 
i  md  ot  Cuba,  Manilla,  more  than  a  hundred’ mif 
lions  f,  and  could  not  even  obtain  the  Indemnity  ft t 
had  expected,  from  invading  a  neighbour  ‘  j  r 

weaknefs  was  their  only  fault  This^wac  *  w!l°fe 
.h«  fable  „f  ,i,  „f  Jmd  ^ 

ported  by  England — which  from  its  tyran  Q  Z 
come  its  defender  after  having  given  way  to  the' 
firft  enterpnzes  of  Spa,„,  flopped  at  length  {he  Dro 
grefs  of  her  army,  which  was  not  able  to  fubdue  fir.r 
kmgdom,  notwithftanding  the  afliftance  of  her  ally 
his  experiment  not  being  very  promifine  tt,e 

vonferences  tor  a  peace  were  renewed.  The  formi 

dable  adyerfarj  of  France  was  fortunately  no  lonZ 
at  the  head.  or  the  Britifh  Miniftry.  Mr  Pitt  Der 
ce.ving  the  influence  which  the  artful  intrigues  oAhl 

Duke  de  Cho, feu!  had  with  the  favourites  §of  the  few 
King,  and  hearing  the  phrafe  continually  repeated 
with  which  we  quieted  the  uneafinefs  of  theP  Pari  ’ 
tans  but  wmch  was  ridiculous  and  incredible  ft 
.ondon,  that  the  Englijh  were  dejt, -eying  l/zemfefoes  hv 

?77^/\recVed  .'°  make  one  laft  efFon 

He  declared  at  the  Council  at  St.  James’s,  that  now 

tbVt  ?f!f!lme  W  Humble  a11  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  - 

that  it  the  nnnnrhimtu  */r_  i  m  .  1  » 


f  ’r  i  .  fiouie  ot  Bourbon  * 

that  if  the  opportunity  were  milled,  it  would  never’ 

return  again  ;  an  that  if  his  advice  were  not  follow- 
ea  unon  tills  orrafinn  Iip  __  . 


T,  •  ?  r  t  auvice  were  not  follow- 
ed  upon  this  occafion,  he  would  fit  no  more  in  th* 

Council  He  thanked  the  Minifters  of  the  late 
King  tor  their  lupport  ;  faid,  that  he  had  been  called 
up  to  admimftrat.on  by  the  voice  of  the  people  to 
whom  he  confidered  himfelf  as  accountable  for’ his 
condud  and  that  he  could  not  anfwerfor  meafures 
which  were  not  to  oe  condufted  with  that  unanimity 
that  difpatch,  and  elpecially  that  fecrecv  which  was 
requisite,  i  hefe  prophetic  words  not  having  opera- 
ted  in  his  favour  with  the  King,  he  refmned 

From  that  time  the  obrtacles  in  the  way 'of  peace 
were  foon  removed.  The  new  Minifters  were  almoft 


f"  Upwards  of  four  millions  fterling. 
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as  defirous  of  it  as  France.  This  is  proved  by  a  fingii- 
lar  anecdote  ;  which  is,  that  Count  Viry,  Amba% 
dor  from  his  Sardinian  Majefty  to  the  Court  of  L  on¬ 
don,  the  agent  of  the  negotiations,  carried  on  through 
the  mediation  of  his  matter,  was  at  this  period  put 
upon  the  lift  of  penfioners  on  the  Iriiii  eftabhttiment, 

with  a  very  confiderable  penfion*. 

The  treaty  therefore,  was  loon  concluded  :  the 
conferences  did  not  laft  two  months  ;  it  was  forgot¬ 
ten  that  the  prefent  war  had  arilen  only  from  toe 
preceding  treaty  not  having  been  fufficiently  digeft- 
ed  ;  from  fome  points  in  it  having  been  left  undeter¬ 
mined,  and  others  ambiguous  ;  and  the  bufineis  was 
carried  on  by  both  parties  with  greater  precipitation 
than  any  individuals  would  have  ufeu  in  the  dil- 

cuffion  of  a  matter  the  leaft  intricate.  And  how  ex¬ 
ceedingly  intricate  mutt  not  this  treaty  have  been  ? 
However  this  may  be,  Lewis  XV.  1V.11  prefervmg  the 
fliadow  of  his  greatnefs,  faw  his  enemy  fign  the  ar¬ 
ticles  in  his  palace.  it  was  at  Fontainebleau 
that  the  Duke  de  Praflin,  the  King  s  Mini-  _ 

fter  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi,  Ambaiiador  trom  Spain 
and’ the  Duke  of  Bedford,  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
King  of  England,  met  on  this  important  object.  The 
arrangement  was  declared-to  be  in  common  with  Por¬ 
tugal  which  was  obliged  to  be  fatisfied  with  the 
deftiny  allotted  to  it  by  the  great  Powers.  But  Eng¬ 
land  neMeSed  fo  much  to  ftipulate  for  the  mterefts 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  that  the  Minifters  of  this 
Prince  protefted  at  L-ondon,  againtt  the  contents  of 
the  treaty,  in  every  thing  which  concerned  the  King 
their  Matter.  This  was  not,  however,  attended  with 
any  confequences  ;  and  the  peace  of  Germany  was 
foon  after  concluded. 

However  hard  and  humiliating  the  terms  of  the 
treaty  were  to  France,  they  were  not  fo  much  fo  as 
iV  might  have  expefted  from  her  misfortunes  and 
enfeebled  ftate.  The  Minority  in  England  were 
ienfible  of  this,  and  confirmation  prevailed  among 

*  We  find  this  faft  recorded  in  the  Hiftory  of  the  War  of 
i  7^6,  written  in  Englilh. 

;  the 
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the  people  at  the  publication  of  it,  as  if  the  law 
had  been  didtated  to  them  ;  or  rather,  they'- 
themfeh-es  up  to  the  mod  violent  murmurs.7  This 
was  lome  confolation  to  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  He 

ofrtehodf7  f0re'ilW’  th'S  d'Tatisfa6lion,  the  princiSe 
ot  thofe  revolutions  which  he  was  refolved  to  encoPu- 

-oS  ;  and  doubted  not  but  that  he  Ihould  be  able 
to  repair  by  intrigue,  the  loITes  which  France  expe 
nenced  fro,,,  the  fate  of  arms.  The  facrifices  S 

trelhnt  n?b°m  “5  ™™nfe  as  they  were  dif- 
K  uS  :!  hn  7  renounced  the  point  of  honour  which 
hey  had  mo  ft  at  heart,  the  reflation  of  the  E 

v  "  ?  !  ,  Peace»  agamft  the  right  of  nation^ 
w  ,c„  had  been  the  immediate  cauff  of  the  war  —I 
they  renounced  their  claims  upon  Acadia  —thev 
ceded  to  the  King  of  England  the  entire  property 
_  anada,  the  lftand  of  Cape  Breton,  and  aU  the 
.Hands  of.  the  gulph  and  river  St.  Laurence  .-they 
contented  no  longer  to  enjoy  the  cod  fifliery,  except 
n  a  precarious  manner,  and  under  the  pleafure  of 

little  inand'C  Wh0  Ceded  t0  two 

;!  ■  *dands  01  ht.  Iierre  and  Miquelon  to  dry 

their  fiilr  upon ,  but  with  the  provifo,  that  they 

Ihould  raife  no  fortifications  upon  them,  and  that 

the  guard  kept  there  thould  not  exceed  fifty  men  — 

nnfT  (£l,^ered  themfelves  to  be  pent  up,  even  in  thofe 
poiTeffions  which  had  not  yet  been  broken  in  upon 
and  a  line  drawn  through  the  middle  of  the  whole 
extent  of  the  river  Miffiffipi,  was  to  mark  out  the 
boundaries  of  Louifiana.  England  was  making 
m  the  articles  with  refpefl  to  the  Neutral  .(lands! 
the  divifion  of  the  Lion.  Out  of  four  parts  fire  kept 
three;  and  only  relmquifhed  the  fourth,  St  Lucia 
in  order  that  its  peftilential  air  Jhould  ferve  as  a 
grave  to  the  inhabitants  that  might  be  fent  to  it.  In 
Africa,  flie  like  wife  referved  to  herfelf  the  moft  ad¬ 
vantageous  portion,  by  keeping  Senegal ;  and  gave  to 
i  ranee,  in  the  ifiand  of  Goree,  the  moft  ungrateful 
and  deftrufhve  part.  Upon  the  coaft  of  Coromandel 
and  Ortxa,  (he  reftored  the  fa&ories  that  had  been 
feized  upon,  but  in  the  ftate  in  which  they  were  at 
rhe  time,  that  is  to  fay,  difmantled,  laid  wafte,  and 

abandoned. 
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abandoned.  In  a  word,  the  city  and  port  of  Dun¬ 
kirk  were  to  be  reduced  to  the  fame  ftate  as  agreed 
upon  bv  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  and  fome 
Commiffioners  of  his  Britannic  Majefty  were  to 
remain  for  an  unlimited  time  upon  the  fpot,  to  at¬ 
tend  to  the  execution  ot  this  article;  which  Com- 
miflioners  were  to  be  paid  by  France.  Spain,  for 
having  interfered  one  moment  in  the  difpute,  was 
obliged  to  give  up  Florida  and  Penlacola  to  Eng¬ 
land  ;  to  permit  her  to  cut  logwood  in  the  Bay  of 
Honduras  ;  and  to  defift  from  its  claims  to  the  fifh- 
ery  of  Newfoundland. 

This  would  be  the  opportunity  of  examining, 
whether,  to  fo  many  irritating  claufes,  a  fecret  one 
were  added,  more  ufeful  and  more  glorious  to  Great 
Britain,  by  which  the  frnall  number  of  fhips,  they 
condefcended  to  allow  to  France,  was  to  be  fixed. 
This  report  was  credited  for  a  long  time  ;  and  an 
ignorant  writer  *,  impudently  announcing  himfelf 
of  late  as  the  interpreter  of  Government  and  the 
avenger  of  the  nation,  has  ventured  to  affert  it  as  a 
pofitive  and  indubitable  iadt  ;  but  it  has  been  con¬ 
tradicted  immediately  by  the  Duke  de  Nivernois, 
who  was  fent  to  London  in  quality  of  Minifter  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  for  this  peace  ;  by  the  Dukes  of  Choifeul 
and  Praflin,  Minifters  at  that  time,  under  whofe 
direction  the  negotiations  were  carried  on;  and  at 
length,  by  a  decree  of  Council  f,  declaring  the  affer- 
tion  to  be  falfe  and  abfurd.  rl  he  Duke  de  Praflin, 
in  his  letter,  which  is  written  in  a  very  noble  man¬ 
ner,  after  having  treated  the  pamphlet,  which  is  the 
objedt  of  it,  with  the  contempt  the  author  deferves, 
declares,  that  he  only  takes  notice  of  it,  becaufe  the 
Miniftry,  bv  fuffering  the  pamphlet  to  be  printed 
and  publifhed,  feemed  to  give  it  a  degree  of  credit 
among  readers,  which  of  itfelf  it  could  not  obtain. 
Moreover,  he  makes  an  obfervation  more  convincing 
than  any  reafoning  one  could  add  upon  the  fubjedt, 

*  M.  Caron  de  Beaumarchais,  author  of  a  pamphlet,  infi¬ 
lled,  “  Observations  on  the  Memorial  in  juftification  of  the 
“  Court  of  London.” 

•J*  Dated  19th  December  1779. 
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£C‘  lea^'ey “f 

no  rightnytoCOhTnderni’t  W  t\  ^"S.  'ha.t  the-y  llad 

E'{ co mp/a ined^fo "loudly* "if 
h,s  ftipulation  had  been  inferred  in  the  treaty 

havVfaVed’to^ft  Ial  p0i"f’  which  Pkt  would  not 

denrivfti  F  'n  \ uPon>  inafniuch  as  it  would  have 
depr.ved^ France  for  ever  of  the  rivalftip  0f 

fe,V  n?  ft'P  wh,ch  r°°ner  or  later  lire  might  af- 
w?  u"  ie{Tf'  AnMher  condition  of  the  Treaty 
•  *?  fended  the  Minority,  and  was  really  a  ca¬ 
l’  *i  fauit,  as  the  Englifh  Miniftry  muft  perceive  at 
prefent.  wasthe  reftoration  of  Guadaloupe  and  Mar 
tinico,  two  powerful  colonies,  which  by  their  “o’ 

.nIiS°neaafily1'i£heS’  efPecia,17  b7  their  pofitL" 
light  ealily  revive  the  commerce  of  the  Frenrh 

j  n  .  bx  tb\m  *n  a  flouri filing  Hate  in  the  Antilles! 
is  certain,  that  ii  his  Britannic  Majefty  had" 

[2ofeef  h  enl  t0re  give"  ,Up’  the  peace>  S  It 

eluded  X  neC  t}k  W°uId  1)01  lefs  ha>'e  been  con- 

lelTon'^rT’  3nd  ,Tn,  ri!is  Peace>  were  a  falutary 
bv  it  o  Lewis  a  V .  had  he  known  how  to  profit 

don  y,  W°  hav/,b?en'  convinced,  that  a  king- 
dom,  however  powerful  tt  may  be,  may  eafily  de- 

c  mem  a  few  years  and  fall  from  the  fummit  of 
p  iperity,  into  a  ftate  of  humiliation  • — that  the 
inert  numerous  and  beft-appointed  armies,  without 
■  iphne  and  without  fubordmation,  can  never  con- 
^  .  a  banciful  of  Spartans;— that  commerce,  the 

contmual  fupport  of  the  riches  of  the  State,  cannot 
niaintam  ltielf,  witnout  the  concurrence  and  con- 
llant  protection  of  the  royal  navy,  nor  the  latter 

or  in  nfe  ]f  but  at  the  fchool  of  the  former; _ that 

opu  ence  becomes  only  a  fource  ot  corruption  and 
nun,  unlefs  it  be  prudently  managed:— in  a  word 
at  there  is  no  tolidity  in  empire,  unlefs  it  be  f'ound- 
•  on  oeconomy  no  great  King,  unlefs  he  hold  the 
runs  ot  his  government  himfelf—  no  monarch  fortu¬ 
nate,  witnout  the  love  of  his  fubjedts,  Alas! 
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Alas'  Lewis  XV.  knew  all  this,  but  bad  not  the 
ftren»th  of  mind  to  put  thefe  maxims  in  praflice. 
The  confufion  in  which  the  war  had  thrown  the  feve- 
ral  parts  of  his  kingdom,  terrified  him  ;  he  endea¬ 
voured  only  to  turn  his  eyes  and  his  thoughts  from  it, 
and  plunged  deeper  and  deeper  in  indolence  and  de- 
bauchery  This  is  what  we  (hall  obferve  during  the 
laft  period  of  his  reign,  which  we  have  compared  to 
that,  which  fabulous  poets  deferibe  to  us  under  the 
energetic  but  too  real  title,  of  the  iron  age.  _ 

If  any  thins'  could  have  brought  this  Prince  to  a 
fenfe  of'  virtu?,  and  of  his  obligations,  it  would  have 
been  the  cruel  Ioffes  he  fucceflively  experienced  j  but 
they  ferved  only  to  confirm  and  evince  his  want  ot 
fenfibility  ;  at  lead  they  made  only  very  (light  ini- 
preffions  upon  him,  from  which  he  foon  endeavoured 
10  divert  his  thoughts,  as  from  the  misfortunes  ot  his 

kingdom.  7  r  ... 

The  Dutchefs  of  Parma,  who  came  to  Verfailles 

to  receive  the  carefTe*  of  her  augufl  father,  who  had 
always  tenderly  loved  her,  was  the  firil  who  pe- 
rifhed  in  his  prefence,  having  been  carried  oft  by  the 
fmall-pox.  Her  death  ought  to  have  attetted  him 
the  more,  as  this  Princefs  was  his  confidante,  ^  Nov, 
and  that  he  poured  into  her  breaft  all  the 
affiiaions  with  which  he  was  tormented.  It 
was  to  her  that  he  had  written :  “  They  have 

“  teazed  me,  till  they  have  forced  me  to  difrmfs  M. 
“  Machault,  the  man  after  my  own  heart  I  (hall 
“  never  be  comforted  for  this  ftep*  I  his  len¬ 
ience  alone  would  be  fuihcient  to  give  us  the  pifture 
of  Lewis  XV.  if  even  there  were  not  a  thoufand 
fimilar  flrokes  to  complete  it. 

The  Princefs  of  Conde  whom  her  gra-  March 
ces  and  youth,  and  Count  Charoiois,  jy50 
whom  the  vigour  of  his  conftitution,  and  ^  j, 
a  life  of  the  greateft  adivity,  could  not 
preferve  from  the  grave,  followed  this  firft  warning  ; 
which  was  toon  fucceeded,  by  a  third,  more  awful* 

*  The  Baron  de  Houze,  Minitter  Plenipotentiary  from  the 
King  to  the  Princes  and  States,  of  the  ciicle  of  Lower  Saxony  mutt 
have  read  this  fentence  in  the  originaL  letter. 


The 


9 

a 


20  THE  private  life 

d,„ph. 

viai“»  £.1,®'^.“- 
”.*?■  s  Xg  pi  s  .™  ^ 

ed  Tu  ,V?  e  ’  !llJ>  at  length,  a  tumor  annear. 

tributed  this  to  Xrigfow”'  they  ordered"0^ 
ration,  which  the  Duke  fuftained  with  A  *"  °pe'c 
firrnnefs  and  iteadinefs  infinitely  beyond  *u 

»<!  w„h  .  courage  Bill  .VSl 1 1  o"?* 

in  concealing  the  name  of  the  nerfon  in  f^Pi/  j 
always  received  him  with  the  fame  civility  “  ’  “** 

tion  ^K-f5’  i"  °rder  t0  exPlain  nature  of  affec 
t  on— which  does  not  feem  to  so  Howard,  l  , 

the  contrary  increafes  the  lowerft  defeends  favs  ’rl°1 

grandchild  ^  ‘  ^fathers  are  fo  fond  07f  ’their 
g  andchildren,  is,  becaufe  they  fee  in  them  the  ene 

iTtmal  a  enemiec'  Th''S  airerti0n’  Which>  ^  the 
vet  whecep?t,0n,’  refms jibing  a"d  barbarous6 
and’  „,,;;etCef  and  modified,  is  extremely  fenfible’ 

ditr  if-*  oPoP^lca'-  ^an>  who  is  repugnant  to  his 
diffolution,  by  a  fecret  mftindt  is  afflicted  at  fee  in  p- 

Sejf0°  I -E  t0  f“CC,e.ed  hi,.«-  more  immediately  re¬ 
tailing  to  his  mind  this  period.  His  grandchildren 

famenCa°ttra^  °n£  da-V  by  nstu™  toa«  the’ 

(ame  part  with  regard  to  their  fathers,  bring  him 

back  to  an  idea  of  confolatory  reflation,  from  the 
confederation  of  that  law  of  fatality  to  which  all  be- 
tngs,  without  exception,  are  fubject.  It  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  in  this  manner  that  Lewis  XV.  who  was  naru- 
ra.ly  a  good  father,  appeared  more  affefled  at  the 
IJu  :e  of  Burgundy  s  death  than  he  was  afterwards  at 

P-mn  if  h,S  0n-7-  fon-  ,  Fortunat«'r»  he  had  three 
grand. ons  remaining,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  fenfe  of 

the  author  of  the  book  de  I’E/frit,  'three  enemies  of  his 
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A  ferious  illnefs  which  attacked  the  Marchionefs 
de  Pompadour,  during  a  journey  of  pleafure  to  Choify 
—an  illnefs  which  foon  reduced  her  to  a  decline,  of 
which  death  only  was  to  be  the  period — would  have 
been  a  deplorable  lpectacle  for  a  lover,  and  even  for  a 
mere  friend.  Lewis  XV.  who,  from  the  beginning, 
infilled  that  the  faculty  fhould  conceal  nothing  front 
him,  received,  without  emotion,  the  fatal  fcroke 
which  they  prognofticated  to  him.  Every  thing, 
however,  mull  be  faid,-for  he  conducted  himfelf  at  the 
fame  time  with  the  favourite,  as  if  he  had  thought 
the  contrary  ;  he  not  only  bellowed  upon  her  all  the 
confiderations,  attentions,  and  affiduities,  the  moll 
comfortable  for  a  fick  perlon,  but  he  alio  continued 
to  confult  her  upon  public  affairs.  The  Miniflers, 
the  kingdom,  and  all,  remained  fubjeCt  to  her  as  be¬ 
fore.  She  expired,  if  we  may  fay  fo,  with  the  reins 
of  the  State  Hill  in  her  hands.  A  few  hoi.rs  before 
her  lafh  breath,  M.  Janet  came,  as  ufual,  to  give  her 
an  account  of  the  private  State  of  correfpondence. 
Every  morning,  the  Duke  de  Fleuri,  Gentleman  of  the 
Bed-chamber  in  waiting,  brought  to  his  Majefty  the 
report  of  the  phyficians,  attending  upon  Madame  de 
Pompadour;  and  being  conveyed  from  Choify  to  Ver- 
faill  es,  flie  enjoyed  the  privilege  referved  to  the 
Royal  Family  alone,  to  remain  ill,  and  to  pay  the  lafh 
tribute  to  nature  in  that  callle,  from  M  , 
whence  fo  much  care  is  taken  to  remove  lS  atc  • 
every  thing  that  can  recall  the  miferies  and  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  human  life.  It  is  true,  that  as  foon  as  fhe  was 
expired,  her  corpfe  was  carried  away,  and  conveyed 
in  a  kind  of  litter  to  her  private  hotel  in  the  city  ;  and 
Lewis  XV.  was  obferved  at  his  window  coolly  feeing 
her  pafs.  This  was  a  proof  of  the  moil  complete  apa¬ 
thy.  Undoubtedly,  every  lentiment  of  love  for  her 
was  extinguiilied  in  the  heart  of  the  monarch.  But 
what  man  could  fee  a  connexion  of  twenty  years 
continuance  diffolved  without  fhedding  tears  ?  Be- 
fides,  this  feparation  left  him  almofi.  alone  in  the  midfl: 
of  his  family,  from  which  the  Marchionefs  attempted 
more  and  more  to  divide  him.  Difgufted  with  the 
Queen,  and  in  awe  of  the  aullerity  of  his  foil  and 

the 
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the  Dauphinefs,  he  could  not  be  more  reconciled  to 
the  manners  of  his  daughters,  and  to  their  mode  of 
living,  devoted  to  the  moft  minute  exercifes  of  de¬ 
votion.  He  had  loll  the  affe&ion  of  his  fubjedts  a 
longtime,  but  he  at  lead  fhared  their  hatred  equally 
with  his  miftrefs,  whereas  that  hatred  was  going  to 
fall  upon  him  alone  In  a  word,  his  very  indolence 
ought  to  have  awakened  him  from  his  lethargy,  on 
account  of  the  burthen  of  affairs  which  Madame  de 
Pompadour  had  eafed  him  of,  and  the  whole  weight 
of  which  flie  left  upon  him  at  her  death.  The  Mini- 
fters,  and  efpecially  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  becom¬ 
ing  each  more  defpotir  in  their  department,  relieved 
him  .rom  this  embarradment,  the  only  one  which 
could  really  affect  his  Majefty. 

.  the  Marchionefs,  however — whom  all  the 
kingdom  detefted  with  reafon-— really  deferve  the 
tendernefs  and  affeaion  of  her  auguft  lover  ?  This 
is  a  point,  the  difcuffion  of  which,  without  judifving 
his  infenfibility,  might  perhaps  aflign  a  motive  for  it. 
Very  different  from  Madame  de  Mailly,  the  Marchi¬ 
oness  never  loved  the  King  for  himfelf.  Dazzled  at 
leaft  with  the  fplendour  of  the  throne,  as  the  Ducli- 
efs  of  Chateau-roux— who  was  devoured  with  a  noble 
ambition — fhe did  not,  in  imitation  of  that  lady,  en¬ 
deavour  to  approach  it,  to  infpire  the  King  with  a 
thirfl;  of  glory,  the  eclat  of  which  might  be  reflected 
upon  her,  and  conceal  her  difhonour.  She  had  wit, 
but  of  a  trifling  kind  ;  and  all  her  pallions  were  damp¬ 
ed  with  the  impredions  of  this  littlenefs.  She  was 
fond  of  money,  and  only  confidered  in  the  fupreme 
rank  a  greater  facility  of  acquiring  it,  and  of  grati¬ 
fying  her  exceffive  propenfity  to  luxury  and  trides. 

If  fhe  cultivated  and  encouraged  the  arts,  it  was  only 
in  the  fame  point  of  view,  and  merely  thofe  which 
were  analogous  to  the  tade  of  her  fex.  She  governed 
becaufe  die  had  to  do  with  a  Prince  who  would  be 
governed  ;  and  was  obliged  to  affunie  the  reins  of  the 
State,  that  they  might  not  fall  into  other  hands. 
The  character  of  the  favourite  rendered  her  fufcepti- 
ble  of  being  endaved  in  her  turn  ;  and  it  was  fuccef- 
fively  M.  de  Machault,  Cardinal  Bernis,  Marfhal  Bel- 

leifle. 
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leifle,  and  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  who,  while  they  in¬ 
fluenced  her,  dire&ed  the  kingdom.  The  fame 
difpofition  manifefted  itfelf  in  the  management  of  her 
domeftic  concerns  ;  and  her  people  did  as  they 
pleafed  with  her.  Having  herfelf  no  kind  of  energy, 
fhe  could  not  infpire  Lewis  XV.  with  any,  and  be¬ 
came  therefore  the  raiftrefs  the  mod  dangerous  and 
the  moth  fatal  to  him  and  to  his  people.  From  hence 
fprang  anarchy,  diforder,  and  all  the  misfortunes  of 
France  ! 

After  fuch  a  detail  of  her  character,  we  fhould 
not  have expected,  that  Madame  de  Pompadour 
would  have  feen  the  gradual  approaches  of  death 
without  murmur,  and  with  an  heroic  hrmnefs.  The 
place  where  fhe  was,  and  the  turn  of  the  King’s 
mind,  obliged  her  to  fulfil  the  laft  duties  of  religion  ; 
which  fhe  did  without  oftentation  or  pufillanimity. 
She  loudly  afked  pardon  of  her  family,  and  of  all  the 
Courtiers  prefent,  for  the  fcandal  fhe  had  occafioned. 
1  he  moll  lingular  circumftance  of  this  fcene  is,  that 
priefts  fhould  not  have  required  of  her,  living  in  a 
ftate  of  double  adultery,  what  they  require  ufualiy  in 

cafes  of  fimple  fornication - that  the  concubine 

fhould  quit  the  fpot  in  which  her  libidinous  life  had 
been  fpent,  and  that  fhe  fhould  make  this  reparation 
in  that  palace,  which  for  twenty'years  pad  had  been 
the  flage  of  her  iniquity.  But  there  are  terms  to  be 
made  with  Court  confeffors  5  and  it  was  decided  that 
fhe  was  too  ill  to  bear  being  removed  On  the  very 
day  when  fhe  was  expecting  her  1  a  ft  moment,  the 
Curate  of  la  Madelaine,  the  parifh  of  her  hotel  at 
Laris,  came  to  fee  her,  and  as  he  was  taking  leave  of 
her.  Stay  a  moment ,  faid  fhe,  Mon fieur  Is  Cure ,  <we  %vill 
go  together.  Madame  du  Hauffet,  her  firft  woman, 
clofed  her  eyes.  This  lady  was  the  widow  of  a  man 
offafhionj  her  neceflities  had  obliged  her  to  attach 
herfelf  to  the  favourite  ;  referved,  difereet,  having 
no  fpirit  of  intrigue,  but  rather  inclined  to  devotion, 
fire  had  ferved  her  for  twenty  years,  and  retired  with 
a  very  moderate  fortue. 

In  the  various  characters  in  which  the  Mnrehionefs 
appeared,  there  is  no  kind  of  fortune,  dignity,  or 

honour, 
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honour,  which  a  woman  cannot  attain,  and  to  which 
me  cannot  raife  every  one  connected  with  her  Ne« 
verthelefs,  in  the  family  of  Madame  de  Pompadour 
we  iee  a  new  phenomenon;  a  certain  PoifTon  de 
Malvoifin,  in  lefs  than  five  and-twenty  years,  become 
from  a  drummer,  a  Major-General,  and ’that  even 
after  having  been  retarded  in  his  promotion  by  the 
humiliating  refuial  which  the  King’s  regiment  made 
of  admitting  him  into  their  corps*  As  tor  the  reft, 
it  is  tmpoflible  to  enumerate  the  millions  which  the 
Marquis  de  Marigny  reaped  from  the  inheritance  of 
his  filler.  The  fale  of  her  furniture  only  lafted  3. 
year.  It  was  a  fight  people  ufed  to  flock  to  from 
curiofity  :  rarities  were  continually  produced  there 
which  could  not  be  feen  any  where  elfe.  it  feemed* 
as  if  all  the  quarters  of  the  globe  had  been  rendered 
tributary  to  the  luxury  of  the  Marchionefs.  If  we 
compare  the  riches,  and  magnificence  of  the  fpoils, 
of  this  miftrefs  of  the  King,  with  the  fimplicity  and’ 
poverty  of  Madame  de  Maintenon,  the  widow  of 
Lewis  XIV.  retired  to  St.  Cyr,  we  readily  perceived 
the  different  difpofitions  of  their  minds,  and  we  may 

*  de  Poiflon  de  Malvoifin  was  a  drummer  in  the  regiment 
of  Piedmont.  When  he  was  acquainted  with  his  coufin’s  eleva¬ 
tion,  he  went  to  her,  and  folicited  her  to  promote  him.  She 
confented  to  it,  but  upon  condition  that  he  fhould  quit  a  fituati- 
on  where  it  would  be  too  difficult  to  get  him  forward.  He  de¬ 
clared  to  her,  that  he  had  an  abfolute  inclination  for  the  profeffi- 
on  of  arms;  that  he  was  determined  to  remain  in  it,  and  that  fhe 
was  powerful  enough  to  promote  him  in  that,  as  well  as  in  any 
other  flation.  The  Duke  de  Biron,  Colonel  of  the  King’s  regi¬ 
ment,  was  then  one  of  the  mofl  affiduous  Courtiers  of  the  favou¬ 
rite.  She  availed  herfelf  of  this  circumltance,  and  fignified  to 
him  the  defire  fne  had  of  putting  her  relation  in  his  Corps.  The 
Duke  had  the  meannefs  to  accept,  and  the  Officers  the  courage 
to  rejeft  him.  They  received  the  polifhed  drummer  very  gra- 
cioufly,  but  without  concealing  from  him,  that,  brave  as  they 
thought  him,  he  would  certainly  fall  at  laft,  unleis  he  fhould 
kill  the  whole  corps  one  after  another.  Upon  this  he  with¬ 
drew.  Madame  de  Pompadour  whole  vanity  was  exceedingly  hurt, 
wanced  to  perfift,  and  have  the  regiment  punifhed.  it  was  in 
time  of  War,  and  the  matter  was  therefore  troublefome  :  fhe 
was  appeafed  ;  her  relation  was  made  Lieutenant  of  Dragoons,  * 
then  Captain,  and  afterwards  was  promoted  in  the  Carabi¬ 
neers,  See. 
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eafily  judge  of  the  eftimation  they  will  both  hold  in 
the  memory  oi  pofterity  ;  we  readily  conceive  why 
Lewis  XV.  who  could  not  have  any  efteem  for  his 
favourite,  kept  her  only  becaufe  he  was  obliged  to 
it,  and  as  he  therefore  mull  have  wiihed  to  get  rid  of 
her,  fo  he  foon  forgot  her. 

Alas  !  what  did  notLewisXV.  forget?  He  forgot  even 
his  only  fon,  whole  death  fpread  lo  much  confterna- 
tion  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  For  a  long  time 
the  nation  had  entertained  no  great  regard  for  this 
Prince  ;  but  at  length  he  had  lecured  to  himfelf  their 
veneration,  by  the  aullerity  of  his  manners,  by  the 
wifdom  of  his  political  conduct,  by  his  conflant  ftudy 
of  his  duties  of  all  kinds,  to  make  himfelf  fit  to  reign, 
in  a  word,  by  the  deteftation  he  fhewed  of  vice,  and 
by  his  uniform  attention  in  collecting  about  him  none 
but  men  of  weight  and  virtue,  or,  at  leail,  fuch  as 
deceived  him  by  their  hypocrify.  The  circumflance 
that  ought  particularly  to  render  his  memory  for  ever 
dear  to  the  French,  is  a  ilroke  of  domellic  heroifm, 
io  much  the  more  great  as  it  could  proceed  from 
nothing  but  the  excellence  of  his  heart  ;  as  the  foie 
internal  fatisfa&ion  of  giving  way  to  its  benevolent 
impulfe  could  urge  him  to  it,  and  be  its  only  reward  ; 
and  as  the  facrifice  which  it  obliged  him  to,  was  re¬ 
newed  every  day,  and  became  the  greater,  the  lon¬ 
ger  he  perfevered  in  it.  Flaving  had  the  misfortune 
at  a  hunting-party,  to  wound  by  accident  .  „ 

one  of  his  erooms,  he  remained  inconfola-  f  * 
ble  ;  he  reiolved  to  wean  himfelf  from  a  '->/• 
pleafure  which  had  been  fo  unfortunate  to  him  ;  and 
fince  that  time  he  never  gave  way  to  the  frequent 
temptations  of  refuming  this  exereife.  In  the  fir  ft 
moments  of  his  concern,  his  Menins ,  endeavouring  to 
comfort  him  with  the  affurance  that  the  wounu  would 
not  be  mortal  :  What  f  laid  he,  is  there  then  nothing 
lefs  than  the  death  of  a  man  that  fhould  afflM  me  ?  If  no 
other  particular  of  his  life  had  been  preferved,  except 
this  fin  gle  ipeech,  it  would  fuffice  to  fhew  how  much 
a  Prince  who  had  fo  much  confide!  ation  for  mankind, 
was  worthy  to  govern. 
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About  the  time  that  the  Marchionefs  of  Pomna- 
(lour  (lied,  it  was  perceived  that  the  Dauphin,  who 
tuid  nil  then  enjoyed  a  good  Bate  of  health,  began  to 
declme.  He  imperceptibly  grew  thin  :  the  frefknefs 
J-1  hls  complexion  was  changed  ;  and  palenefs  ef- 
aced  tne  florid  hue  of  his  countenance.  It  was  evi¬ 
dent  that  fome  fecret  languor  confumed  him  ;  the 
caule  of  which  was  enquired  into,  and  every  one 
iormed  his  own  conjeaures.  It  has  been  faid,  that 
tne  1  rince  had  attempted  to  dry  up  a  tetter,  the  hu¬ 
mour  of  which  being  incautioufly  repelled,  had  fallen 
upon  ..is  lungs.  But  the  Dauphinefs  not  having  com¬ 
municated  this  anecdote  to  the  perfon  who  drew  up 
the  memoirs  of  the  life  of  her  auguft  hufband,  we 
mm.  confider  it  as  a  fable.  It  is  more  probable, 
jrom  the  hints  flie  has  made  the  hiflorian  give,  that 
his  grief  tor  the  misfortunes  of  religion,  and  particu¬ 
larly  for  thedeftru&ion  of  the  jefuits,  had  been  the 
fifl  caufe  of  his  mnefs.  However  this  may  be,  after 
ha.ving  given  fome  gleam  of  hope  by  the  ufe  of  grapes, 
which  he  had  made  his  only  food,  this  Princehav- 
mg  ratigued  himftlf  at  Compiegne,  at  the  exereifes 
of  the  camp,  which  he  was  very  fond  of,  caught  a 
levere  cold,  and  it  was  foon  perceived  that  his  chefl 
was  affected-.  He  would  not  give  any  trouble,  ei- 
ther  at  his  return  from  this  journey,  or  in  that  to 
Fontainebleau,  from  whence  it  was  impofhble  to 
bi  mg  him  back.  1  he  King  behaved  to  him  exactly 
as  he  had  done  to  Madame  de  Pompadour,  and  was 
very  attentive  to  appearances.  He  had  the  com- 
plaifance  to  remain  in  this  very  melancholy  and  un- 
wholefome  place  till  the  death  of  his  foni  But  all 
his  lafb  moments  were  calculated  ;  the  reTi.il c  of 
which  was  a  Blocking  fpeCtacle  to  this  expiring- 
Prince,  which  religion  alone  could  make  fupportable 
to  him  He  beheld  from  his  bed  every  thing  that 
was  pafTing  in  the  court  of  the  caftle,  and  this  fome- 
times  caufed  a  diverfion  from  his  fufrerings  As  he 
drew  near  to  his  end,  and  that  the  departure  was 
fixed  to  the  inftant  when  he  Biould  expire,  every  one 
v/as  buiy  in  preparing  for  this,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  packing  up  of  the  whole  Court  at  once,  which 
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mud  occafion  confiderable  confufion.  The  dying 
Prince  remarked  the  packets  that  were  thrown  out 
of  the  windows,  and  placed  upon  the  carriages,  and 
faid  to  La  Breuille,  his  phyfician,  who  was  tlill  de- 
frous  of  removing  irom  him  the  fatal  idea  of  the  laid 
moment,  and  of  reviving  his  hopes  ;  I  muji  die , for  I  am 
trouble fome  to  too  many  people 

T.  he  King  had  charged  the  Grand  Almoner  not  to 
leave  his  fon  while  he  was  in  the  laid  conflict,  and  to 
receive  his  foul.  As  foon  as  he  faw  the  Prelate  re¬ 
turn  to  him,  he  concluded  that  all  was 
over.  He  immediately  took  his  refolu-  "  6  '  2°' 
tion,  Pent  for  the  Duke  de  Berry,  the  eldeft  of  the 
foils  of  France,  and,  after  having  addreffed  him  in 
terms  fuitable  to  the  circumftances,  he  led  him  to  his 
auguft  mother.  On  entering  the  apartment,  he  faid 
to  the  Ufher  :  Announce  the  King  and  the  Dauphin 
The  Princefs  underftood  what  was  meant  by  this  new 
ceremonial  ;  and,  throwing  herfelf  at  his  Majetdy  s 
feet,  implored  his  protection  for  herfelf  and  her  chil¬ 
dren. 

Agreeable  to  the  laid  will  of  the  Dauphin,  his 
heart  only  was  carried  to  Saint  Denis  and  his  body 
to- Sens.  Hisobfequies  were  celebrated,  throughout 
the  kingdom,  with  a  zeal  and  an  eagernefs  of  which 
no  inidance  is  remembered  even  in  favour  of  the 
King.  Among  the  feveral  funeral  orations  made  in 
praife  of  this  Prince,  there  was  none  equal  to  this 
diftich,  by  M.  de  Voltaire,  to  be  placed  under  his 
picture. 

Connu  par  fes  vertus,  plus  que  par  fes  travaux 

II  ffut  penfer  en  Sage,  et  mourir  enHeros*/ 

If  Lewis  XV.  bore  with  his  ufual  indifference  the 
death  of  his  only  fon,  on  the  other  hand,  he  behav¬ 
ed  towards  the  Dauphinefs  in  the  mold  proper  man¬ 
ner  to  comfort  her,  if  it  had  been  poffible,  for  the 
irreparable  lofs  fhe  had  fuldained.  He  took  care 

*  Virtue,  beyond  exploits,  was  all  his  pride, 

He  liv’d  a  Sage,  and  as  a  Hero  died. 
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tnat  ill e  fliould  not  perceive  any  change  in  herfitu- 
ation  5  he  encreafed  the  number  of  her  guards  ;  he 
gave  her  an  apartment  fbe  feerned  to  wild  for,  under 
ancl  by  his  orders,  there  was  a  ftaircafe  made 
wnich  communicated  with  it  ;  he  exhaufted  the  re¬ 
finements  of  gallantry,  in  fitting  it  up,  and  to  fpare 
tnat  ^Princefs  the  fatigue  of  the  ftaircafe,  he  ordered 
ft  bell  to  be  fixed  up  in  his  apartment,  which  was 
to  aniwer  to  the  one  fbe  occupied.  Being  afked  about 
the  rank  fhe  was  in  future  to  hold  at  Court,  he  an- 
1  w  ered,  “  It  belongs  only  to  the  Crown  absolutely 
r.°  decide  upon  queftions  of  rank.  Mothers  have 
u  over  their  children  by  natural  right  ;  fo  that  the 
Dauphinefs  ilial  1  have  it  over  her  ion,  till  he 
becomes  K;ng.” 

So  nian7  attentions,  privileges,  and  didindtions, 
were  not  able  to  produce  the  effeft  v/hich  the  King 
fi  nee  rely  wifhed,  that  of  alleviating  the  sffiiaion  of 
the  Dauphinefs,  and  contributing  to  the  re-eftablifli- 
ment  ot  her  health  I  he  fatal  fitroke  was  given  i 
by  her  deeping  condantly  with  the  Dauphin,  as  fhe 
uled  always  to  do  before  he  was  upon  his  death-bed, 
by  often  fitting  up  with  him,  and  pafFmg  hours  within 
his  curtains,  breathing  the  pedilential  effluvia  of  the 
dying  man,  her  lungs  became  alfo  affected  ;  arief,  to 
which  fbe  inceffantly  gave  way,  and  which  "ag^ra- 
i-  vates  the  flighted  diforders,  foon'ren- 

?  dered  her’s  incurable.  Fifteen  months 
/  '[  after  fhe  followed  her  hufband,  and 
was  buried  by  his  fide,  as  fhe  had  requeited  of  the 
King.  A  memorable  example  of  conjugal  love,  fo 
rarely  to  be  met  with,  efpecially  at  Court.  This 
Princefs  was  not  lefs  a  model  of  maternal  affedlion. 
She  had  always  confidered  the  attending  to  the  edu¬ 
cation  of  her  children  as  her  firft  care,  and  as  the 
mod  facred  of  all  duties.  During  the  life  of  the 
Dauphin,  fhe  had  divided  that  duty  with  him,  at  his 
death  flie  took  it  entirely  upon  herfclf.  Latin, 
French,  facred  and  profane  hiftory,  the  duties  of 
their  ftation,  and  thofe  of  relfgion,  were  all  taught 
them  by  that  wife  and  virtuous  Princefs  ;  and,  not- 
withdanding  her  exhauded  and  la neuilliln e  conditi- 
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on,  Hie  never  ceafed  fulfilling  that  duty  till  the  day 
before  her  death. 

This  difmal  event  had  been  preceded  by  another, 
of  the  fame  nature,  premature,  though  happening 
in  extreme  old-age,  and  remarkable  from  its  circum- 
ftances,  King  Staniflaus,  whom  the  affieClion  of  the 
Lorrains  would  have  rendered  immortal,  it  Heaven 
had  granted  their  prayers,  being  lfill  in  perfect 
health,  and  fitting  alone  by  his  fire-fide,  his  p  ^ 
night-gown  took  fire,  and,  not  getting 
timely  affitlance,  he  periihed  by  this  / 
dreadful  accident.  In  a  word,  by  a  concurrence  of 
Angular  fatalities,  the  Queen  was  feized,  in  her 
return,  with  a  lingering  and  unknown  illnels,  and 

7  OO 

to  which  the  faculty  gave  the  new  or  renewed 
name  of  Coma  Vigil,  intending  to  exprefs  by  that 
the  fituation  of  her  Ma jelly,  the  faculties  of  whofe 
mind  were  ful pended,  without  her  fenies  being  in 
a  (late  of  abfolute  reft.  Having  been  alternately 
better  and  worle  tor  the  lpace  of  feveral  months, 
without  any  hopes  of  recovery,  fhe  died  foon  after 
Tier  father,  nearly  in  the  fame  interval  of  time  as 
had  elapfed  between  the  death  of  the  Dauphin  and 
of  the  Dauphinefs. 

We  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  reports  that 
have  been  circulated  concerning  moft  of  thefe  luc- 
ceflive  deaths,  which  were  all  extraordinary,  though 
all  different,  all  lingerin'?,  forefeen,  and  fixed  at 
ftated  times,  in  forne  meafuie  determined  and  pe¬ 
riodical  ;  but  we  conficer  thefe  reports  as  being 
merely  the  effedls  of  the  exalted  imagination  of  a 
few  politicians  eager  after  romantic  anecdotes,  and 
who  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  moft  perilous 
crimes  are  as  eafiiy  effected  as  conceived,  i  heie 
rumours  have  arifen  from  a  firft  fuppofition,  that 
the  aifaflination  of  Lewis  XV.  was  the  refult  of 
a  deep  plot  ;  and,  as  an  unlathomed  crime  is  al¬ 
ways  to  belaid  to  the  charge  of  the  perfon  wno  is  to 
be  benefited  by  it,  the  horrid  infmuations  have  been 
carried  lo  far  as  to  a  if e  Ct  the  heir  apparent  of  the 
Crown.  Unfortunately,  or  rather  fortunately,  the 
firft  thing  which  contradicts  the  calculations  ol  thefe 
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waTiu'Hfi  4rerS'>  -'S’  ^at  ^a‘-'ame  de  Pompadour 
‘  ~  ,r't.  m  tn]s  tram  ot  viftims  j — that  we  can- 

ot  reafonahly  (upp°le)  that  the  fame  hand  which 
poToned  the  favourite,  would  have  poifoned  the 
•  UJ-  m’  lhe  Uauphinefs,  and  the  Queen; — that, 
n  tins  c;ife,  we  muft  admit  two  fets  of  poifoners, 
who,  driving  alternately  one  againft  the  other,  muft 
have  reciprocally  contended  in  committing  thele  e- 
normmes,  and  muft  have  done  it  without  any  other 
au vantage  but  that  of  impunity  ,  while  the  King 
giving  a  auction  at  leaft,  by  his  filence,  to  thefe 
execrable  paftmies,  would  have  enjoyed  the  barba¬ 
rous  pleafure  of  feeing  thofe  who  were  moll  dear  to 
him  deftroyed  ;  a  fpedfac’e  which,  by  its  continua¬ 
tion^  am,  toe  horror  it  occafioned — unlefs  we  give  to 
Lewis  XV  the  heart  of  a  Nero,  and  the  diifimula- 
,on  ,  iberius  muft  have  been  a  perpetua]  tor¬ 
ment  to  him  ;  a  torment  which  even  the  moft  obdu¬ 
rate  villain  could  not  bear.  Such  would  be  the  con¬ 
tradictions,  abfurdities,  and  abominable  confeouen- 
that  mute  neceiTarily  follow  the  admiflion  of  a 
fact,  without  which,  however,  the  others  are  ab- 

Td>  *nd  fal1  ro  the  ground.  Jt  is  moft  probable, 
tnat  n  there  were  any  aflaflins,  they  were  the  Phy- 
iicians. 

An  act  of  tendernefs  which  efcaped  the  King,  at 
the  death  of  the  Queen,  makes  it  probable,  "that 
her  s  v/as  the  one  which  moft  affedted  him.  M.  de 
La  done  her  Majefty’s  firft  Phyfician,  being  come 
according  to  cuftom,  to  break  the  fatal  news  to  the 
auguft  hufband,  the  King  followed  him  ;  he  enter¬ 
ed  the  apartment,  drew  near  the  bed  in  which  was 
the  corpie,  and  embraced  for  the  laft:  time  the  inani¬ 
mate  remains.  He  afterwards  made  M  de  LafTone 
relate  to  him  every  thing  that  pafTed  in  the  laft  mo¬ 
ments  of  the  Qiieen.  The  Dodor,  while  he  was 
giving  this  account  to  the  Monarch,  turned  pale, 
daggered,  and.  grew  faint.  His  Majefty  himfelf 
Supported  him  in  his  arms,  and  led  him  to  an  arm¬ 
chair  ;  thus  giving  at  once  a  memorable  inftance  of 
conjugal  tendernefs  and  of  humanity. 
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The  more  we  advance  in  the  life  of  this  Prince, 
the  more  we  find  it  difficult  to  form  a  proper  idea  of 
him.  We  find  by  his  will,  that,  ever  fince  the  year 
1766,  the  fir  ft  epocha  in  which  he  thought  ot  it, 
he  had  been  fenfible  of  his  faults,  and  of  the  errors 
of  his  reign.  He.  had  fnpprefled  the  Parc  au  Cerfs , 
and  endeavoured,  at  leaft,  to  avoid  the  fcandal  ot 
a  life  too  publicly  diffolute  ;  and  yet  at  the  death 
of  the  Queen,  which  feemed  as  if  it  ought  to  have 
confirmed  him  in  his  good  refolutions,  he  plunged 
himfelf  again  into  the  greateft  excefles,  gave  way  to  all 
his  weakneffes,  and  fuffered  his  kingdom  to  become 
the  prey  of  all  the  plunderers  about  it. 

This  excited  the  greater  confirmation,  as  Lewis 
XV.  had  in  this  interval  done  an  adt  of  vigour  aUo- 
nifhing  in  him,  inafmuch  as  it  feemed  to  announce  a 
fincere  refolution  of  leading  a  better  life,  and  to  re¬ 
move  from  the  eyes  of  his  people  every  thing  that 
could  recall  the  memory  of  his  ill  conduct.  Among 
the  number  of  beauties  offered  to  his  choice,  he 
had  diftinguifhed  a  Demoilelle  Romans,  a  lady  of 
tolerable  birth,  well  enough  educated,  and  of  an 
ingenuous  difpofition ;  who,  refilling  his  firft  impor¬ 
tunities,  had  only  confented  to  yield  to  them,  upon 
condition  that  fhe  fhould  not  be  introduced  in  that 
infamous  feraglio,  in  which  her  equals  were  indif- 
criminately  confounded.  His  Majefty  had  attached 
himfelf  to  her,  and  had  bought  her  a  houfe  at  Pally, 
where  the  young  lady  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  fon. 
The  King,  delighted,  had  permitted  her  to  have  the 
child  chriftened  in  his  name,  with  a  promife  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  him  at  a  proper  time  and  place  ;  but 
requiring  fecrecy  upon  this  head,  till  it  fhould  peafe 
him  to  make  his  will  public.  Mademoifelle  Ro¬ 
mans  had  fuckled  this  illuftrious  babe  herlelf,  and 
confidering  him  lefs  as  her  own  fon  than  as  that  of 
Lewis  XV.  die  had  the  childifhnefs  to  render  him 
anticipated  honours  fhe  never  called  him  any  thing 
elfe  but  Monfeigneur ;  fire  placed  him  forwards  in 
her  coach,  and  fat  backwards  herfelf,  as  his  Gover- 
nefs  ;  die  even  required  the  lame  homage,  not  only 
of  her  fervants  and  family,  but  alio  of  all  the 

C  4  flrangers 


r  ra  n. 
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Kin"SerS  Wh°  Came  t0  vi(it  her-  For  a  long  time  the 

rfsiyst  tytsss’  r 

fu°bUalVern0t  Suiil”  T^tif  abfd‘  .  Befides,  this 
fliewed  a  great  deal  of  modeS* TVen  SifieTT’ 
mnchas  her  fixation  would  allow  her  neUhh 
her  Curate  ,  and  made  herfeH  genera  11  vtSo”^’ 

^age  on  her  account.  But  what  afylums  are  rot  J 
mv.teu  by  a  man  of  an  intriguing  fpirit  ?  Wh  ir 

quility  vvill  he  notdifturb^dten  it  iVuf  f,,l  r  1"' 

;  111’  feeing  the  acknowledged  favourite  dead  wiC 

able  T8t  C6a  ^°"8bt  the  opportunity  favour-' 
l:!eh  and  lntr°duced  himfelf  at  Mademoifelle  de  Ro 
n.ans  ,  under  pretence  of  aflilting  her  in  her  educad 

thath^f  ^  ■Shte.had  btlt  litt!e  underftanding  f0 
b  jX  fo°rn  game,d.  ner  Confidence  ;  and  Hie  was  y. 
ry  giro  to  find  in  him  an  advifer,  and  a  man  capable 

of  dilating  her  letters  to  the  Kin?.  Although- Are 

was  not  tormented  with  the  ambition  of  being  ?he  « 
fide  fW  favourite,  yet  he  attacked  her°  on  the' 
ffi  °‘  htl  foioJ.e  for  her  child,  and  perfuaded  her  of 
he  neceflity  of  preffing  his  Majefty  to  confirm  hi! 

.  -  oya  word  with  regard  to  this  precious  pledge  of 
Ins  love  The  more  the  Monarch  evaded1  this*  the 
more. old  he  make  her  fenfible  of  the  neceflity  of  a- 

rhat  \heS  K'S  tenQernfs  :  he-gaVe  her  to  ““derfta'nd, 
that  thDe.K,nS  ?°uld  not  give  a  fettlenient  to  the 
w-ung  I  rmce,  witnout  confirming,  beyond  a  poffibi- 

ity  of  fhaktng  it,  that  of  the  mother.  He  flattered 
her  pnde  to  much,  that  the  went  more  abroad,  aff 
tefted  airs  of  grandeur,  and  did  not  conceal  the 
pretentions  upon  which  they  were  founded.  She 
,  10 11  a  ‘,y  -his,  that  Ihe  lliould  in  a  manner  force 
her  auguic  lover  to  accelerate  the  defired  moment. 

-  m.e  matter  turned  out  quite  otherwife.  Lewis  XV* 
was  offended,  and  the  Mimiters,  who  were  very 

well 
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well  pleafed  to  have  got  rid  of  the  yoke  of.  an  im¬ 
perious  miftrefs,  not  being  inclined  to  fubmit  to  a 
fecond,  increafed  his  Majefty’s  difpleafure  to  fuch 
a  decree,  that  Mademoifelle  de  Romans  was  very 
hardily  carried  off,  and  conducted  to  a  convent  bv 
a  .letter  de  cachet.  She  was  feparated  from  her  fori, 
who  was  placed  in  a  college,  without  her  know¬ 
ing  where  he  was  ;  and  her  confidant  was  clolelv 
confined  in  a  ftrong  cattle.  Thus  was  this  plot  dif- 
fipated  and  the  public,  who  were  ignorant  of  the 
fecret  caufe  of  Rich  an  event,  attributed  it  to  the 
repentance  of  the  guilty  Monarch.  We  have  feen 
that  there  was  lomething  in  this,  Madame  Adelaide 
has  even  faid  *  fince  his  death,  on  account  of  the  a- 
bove-mentioned  will,  that  her  auguft  father  was  fin . 
cerely  converted  at  that  time,  and  reiolved  to  live 
like  a  good  Chriftian  ;  but  that  Marfhal  Richelieu, 
under  pretence  of  diverting  him  from  his  grief, 
had  again  induced  him  to  fin.  It  was  foon  after  this 
that  Madame  Dubarri  made  her  appearance,  who 
filled  up  the  laft  epifode  of  the  amours  of  this  Prince, 
and  completed  the  infamy  with  which  his  life  was 
already  too  much  loaded.  But  we  are  not  yet 
come  to  that  period,  to  that  abominable  account, 
which  we  could  wifh  our  readers  won  hi  not  require 
from  us.  We  will  at  lead  put  it  off,  although,  on 
whatever  fide  we  turn  ourfelves,  we  fhall  only  exhi¬ 
bit  things  Blocking  to  relate. 

In  the  circle  of  human  revolutions,  we  learn,  that 
good  is  almoft  always  the  ref ul t  of  extreme  evil. 
Thus  it  is,  that  war,  the  fource  of  fo  many  cala¬ 
mities,  generally  quiets  the  infeftine  divisions  and 
particular  commotions  of  a  State.  If  tne  war  of, 
1756  did  not  entirely  extinguifh  the  fchifm,  it  cooled 
it  confiderably  ;  it  prevented  the  public  from  taking 
any  part  in  i t  ;  and,  other  events  having  fucceeded 
to  the  peace,  it  only  drew  nearer  to  its  total  anni¬ 
hilation,  The  Magiftrates  were  obliged  to  employ 
their  attention  upon  more  important  grievances,  a- 

*  It  was  to  M.  d1  Outremont,  Advocate,  called  in  at  Choi- 
fy,  at  the  opening  of  the  will  or  Lewis  XV.  that  Madame  Ade¬ 
laide  made  the  above  fpeech. 

C  5  riling. 
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rlfiri;.,  it  is  true,  from  a  common  fource.  Yet  there 
uere  always  the  fame  enemies  to  encounter  with 

'.s  c ference  on>.  had  fubllituted  the  po- 

Imcal  mafk  to  that  of  religion  P 

bleTin  Chamber’  whi,ch  had  remained  affem- 

Dled  m  1 75 7,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  part  of  me- 

d  ator  and  mtercefTor,  with  which  they  coloured 

tne.r  defedion  ever  hnce  the  trial  of  Damiens,  were 

continually  foliating,  as  a  reward  for  their  zeal  and 

'1  lm  Cob0U7’  ,rVm0n  °f  other  Chambers 
-  he  Council,  which  ftood  in  need  of  the  Parliament* 

;  s  bemg  the  only  tribunal  in  which  the  public  re- 

pO-;d  confidence,  for  the  regitlering  of  the  taxes 

and  who  flattered  themfelves  they  would  become’ 

more  tradable  after  their  late  difgrace,  were  equally 

i  Sept.  defirous  of  it.  1  he  refignations  were  there- 

1757.  to,r?  returned  ;  that  Court  was  re-eftabliih- 

•  ed  mall  their  funaions,  and  obtained  all  the 

in  erpretations  and  modifications  they  required,  with 

regard  to  the  law's  which  difpleafed  them,  together 

with  the  repeal  of  their  banillred  members  M  de 

Maupeou,  their  Firft  Prefident,  formerly  the  idol  of 

h£  ^°mpany,  had  incurred  their  fufpicions,  and 

was  looked  upon  by  them  as  a  traitor.  He  was  ob- 

vpMt?-glVe  m  h,s  Hifmiffion,  and  was  fucceeded  by 
•  pt  °le,  a  name  which  can  never  be  pronounced 
without  conceiving,  at  the  fame  time,  ideas  of  gran¬ 
deur  and  patnotifm.  Tn  a  word,  the  two  Councilors 
or  otate,  who  had  laboured  to  effeft  the  reconcili¬ 
ation  of  matters,  were  rewarded,  by  being  intre- 

O Sober  ,“ce.d  lnt0  the  Council  of  Difpatches 

1  7e7.  J  he,e  were  Meffrs.  Gilbert  de  Voifins  and 
Berryer;  the  former  had  been  ufeful  on 
account  of  his  knowledge  and  conciliating  difpofiti- 
on,  and  the  latter  by  his  intrigues  with  the  Mar- 
chionels,  with  whom  he  had  frequent  intercourfe 
from  his  poll  of  Lieutenant  of  Police.  The  pretence 
lor  this  innovation  was,  that  this  Council,  to  which 
affairs  concerning  the  internal  adminiftration  of  the 
kingdom  are  referred,  being  chiefly  compofed  of 
members,  who,  ignorant  of  the  laws,  the  judicial 
forms,  the  rights,  jurifdiaions,  and  cuftoms  of  the 

feveral 
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feveral  tribunals  ot  the  kingdom,  had  already  cauf- 
ed  the  King,  twice  fucceflively,  to  take  falle  Heps 
with  the  Parliament.  This  Body  was  thus  indireft- 
]y  flattered;  and  the  Court  wiihed  to  perfuade 
them,  that  they  fhould  not  have  any  ftmiiar  injul- 
tice  to  fear  in  future  :  and  perfons  who  were  not 
perfectly  acquainted  with  the  manner  in  which  the 
greateft  events  were  brought  about  at  that  time, 
approved  an  arrangement,  formed,  to  all  appear¬ 
ance,  for  the  good  of  the  State. 

From  the  fame  fpirit  of  pacification,  which  had 
made  the  King  give  way — whofe  great  fyftem  it 
was,  never  to  find  any  body  guilty' — -the  banifihed 
Prelates  were  recalled.  Some  of  them  were  re¬ 
moved,  but  in  order  to  be  better  treated  which 
could  not  be  agreeable  to  the  Parliament,  for¬ 
tunately,  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris  loon  furnifhed 
them  with  a  frefla  fubjedt  of  triumph.  Still  perfe- 
vering  in  his  obftinacy,  and  refufing  to  take  off  the 
interdiction  from  the  Nuns  belonging  to  the  hofpital 
of  the  fuburb  Saint-Marceau,  he  was  banilhed  to  his 
brother’s  caftle  in  Perigord,  a  very  difagreeabie  and 
unwholefome  place,  where  he  was  obliged  to  repair 
immediately,  after  having  appointed  four  Grand 
Vicars  to  govern  his  diocefe.  T  he  cognizance  of 
the  affairs  of  the  Hofpital  General,  from  whence  the 
fchifm  arofe,  which  had  been  at  that  time  given  to 
the  Grand  Council,  was  alfo  returned  to  March 

theMagiftrat.es,  to  whom  it  eflentially  ^  g 
belonged.  In  a  wrnrd,  the  Parliament 
had  the  fatisfadlion  of  not  being  diflurbed  in  their 
zeal  to  extirpate  the  remains  of  the  fchifm.  They 
condemned,  without  interference  from  Go-  t*an 
vernment,  the  Curate  of  Saint  Nicholas  des  .  'i 
Champs  to  banifhment,  for  non-appearance, 
and  four  Ecclefiaftics  of  the  parifli,  for  having  refufed 
the  Sacraments. 

But  the  moft  fortunate  and  mod  flattering  event  to 
the  Parliament  was,  to  fee  the  Jefuits  humbled  at 
their  feet  ;  to  enjoy  gradually  the  pleafure  of  re¬ 
venge  ;  to  hold  the  balance  of  their  deftiny  ;  and, 
by  a  feries  of  concurring  circumflances  which  they 

could 
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to  demon'^rfociety  'Zh'Z  ''T  the  S!ory  entirely 

public  option  fee,  fed  ’  ftre"J5thened  bv  the 

h~i  n4  e  -Pqrk  procluced  this  great  confix n- 
i  ne  perfon  whom  the  Jefuits  conliered  as  fe  moP 
extraordtna7  man,  and  the  moft  proper  t0  ei  ! 
tneir  riches  and  credit  brought  thi<f  dift  t  £Xt  nt 
‘hem.  bather  de  la  Valett"-  aJ-n  ft  ?U  T  ^ 
^.  Pierre  in  Martiuico,  carrie/ on,  fince  tJeteat 

anh4?boId  fpLuTado^  rrT06  %  His  in§™ 

uiarions,  he  had  augmented  ir  r  i 
a  degree  as  to  excite  the  i„i„  “S,nen,rea  u  t0  fuch 

"1  •t'f'T-  »>; 

own  cotters,  and  intercepted  the  circulation  from  "! 
ve.y  quarter,  order  that  he  might  have  the  exclu 
five  .Management  and  attribution  of  it  ComnlS 
Of  thus  monop  ly  were  carried  to  the  throne  ™d 
became  neceffary  to  recall  this  member;  who  defer 
ved  a  recompense  from  his  Order,  and  who  at  the' 
m.ne  tune  race, ved  from  them  the  honourable  title 

•'*  of  the  Windward  I /lands  The 

o  m  or  the  Je  ims  pacified  the  alarms  given  to  Go¬ 
vernment.  _  Father  la  V alette  was  allowed  to  return 
ro  iVjartinico,  decorated  with  the  title  of  Vifitor 
neral  and  Apoftolic  Prefect  of  the  Millions  in  that 
part  of  the  world  He  foon  refumed  the  co urfe  of 
ms  afta.rs  formed  eftablifhments  as  far  as  the  neigh 
bourmg  .(lands,  and  had  faftories  at  Dominica,  C- 
rie-Galante  Grenada,  Saint  Lucia,  and  St.  Vincent. 

1  e  t  re w  .so  exchange  upon  Bourdeaux,  Nantz 
yons,  cans  Cadiz,  Leghorn,  and  Amfterdam  j  and 
m  is :  impoflible  to  calculate  how  far  his  ambition 
would  have  extended,  had  it  not  been  for  the  unfore- 
feen  cataftrophe  which  demolilhed  all  his  projeas. 

-Us  vei.els,  laden  with  riches,  went  over  the  fcas 
w,tn  fecurity,  when  the  Englilh  began  thofe  gene- 

f:  ,1°.'  lt,les?  fat,aj  t0/?many  (peculators,  andefoe- 
T  t0  (‘ie  brothers  Lionay  and  Gouffre,  merchants 

at 
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at  Marfeilles,  who,  in  expe&ation  of  two  millions  * 
of  merchandize,  had  accepted  notes  to  the  amount 
of  a  million  and  a  halt  §  drawn  by  the  Jefuits. 
As  foon  as  they  were  informed  of  the  fatal  ftroke, 
they  had  recourfe  to  Father  Sacy,  Agent  General  of 
the  Millions,  who  referred  the  matter  to  his  fupe- 
riors.  By  a  fatality  which  feemed  then  to  concur 
in  the  ruin  of  the  Society,  the  death  of  their  Chief 
had  fufp ended  the  aaivity  of  their  adminiftration  ; 
there  were  unavoidable  delays  ;  the  merchants  could 
not  receive  the  fuccours  they  expedted  ;  the  notes 
were  becoming  due  ;  and  delpair  took  poffellion  Oi 
the  hearts  of  the  Lionays.  '1  hat  houfe,  which  cir¬ 
culated  thirty  millions  f  per  annum  ;  that  houfe, 
fo  much  diftinguifhed,  htuated  upon  the  public 
place  at  Marfeilles,  was  reduced  from  the  fummit  of 
opulence  to  the  horrors  of  a  declared  bankruptcy, 
and  had  the  misfortune  alfo  to  involve  a  multitude 
of  unfortunate  perfons  in  its  ruin.  '1  heir  correfpon- 
dences,  which  were  infinite,  affected  all  the  com¬ 
mercial  towns  throughout  the  kingdom  of  France, 
In  the  mean  time,  the  new  Chief  of  the  Jefuits,  con- 
fcious  of  the  neceffity  of  fupporting  the  credit  of  his 
agents,  had  given  orders  to  fend  them  the  funds  re- 
quifite  The  courier  who  was  charged  with  this  im¬ 
portant  news  arrived  at  the  brothers  Lionay  on  the 
22d  February  1756,  and  they  had  flopped  payment 
the  19th.  From  a  lingular  and  unaccountable  ca¬ 
price— equally  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  equity 
which  ought  to  prevail  in  a  religious  Order,  and  to 
policy,  which  thefe  were  fuppofed  to  poffefs  in  a 
fu  peri  or  degree — -the  Jefuits,  finding  that  tne  eciat 
was  made,  withdrew  their  fupport.  In  vain  did  the 
Lionays  write  the  mod  affecting  letters  to  Father 
Sacy:  he  had  nothing  but  tears  and  prayers  to  grant 
them  ;  he  made  an  offering  for  them  of  the  holy  fa- 
crince  of  the  Mafs  J 

*  Upwards  of  eighty-three  thoufand  three  hundred  pounds* 

§  Sixty-two  thouland  five  hundred  pounds. 

J-  One  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 

3.  Thefe  ridiculous  phrafes  were  quoted  in  the  pleading  of  M. 
Logoave,  in  favour  of  the  brothers  Lionay,  as  extracted  from 
the  original  letters  of  Father  Sacy. 


The 
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ninIheBInfCOnfifteJnCy  °f  the  Sociefy  was  carried  to  the 

(blfdin/  thef  d-eferk-r  th'S  affairi  for>  notwith- 
.mlnig  their  infenllbiliry  to  the  misfortunes  of 

j  L  r  afe7S’i  they  neverthelefs  acknowledged  the 

par  of  th  ad'er  u 6  la  -d  even^caufed 

part  0i  them  to  be  paid  by  another  correfpondent 

7  a  WOrd.’  awhe£her  it  were  that  they  were  tired 

of  -JUft’  ,7  ,that  they  f<>“nd  the  impoffibility 

at,sfy‘.nS.  a11  the  demands,  or  whether  an  invifi- 
,  ln|m|cal  power  drove  them  to  their  deftruc- 
tion,  the  channe  s  through  which  periodical  funplies 
were  tranfnntted,  to  the  merchant  who  fucceeded 
he  Lionays,  were  Unit,  and  all  the  payments  ftooped 
An  immenfe  number  of  creditors  appeared,  anFthe 
nbunais  refounded  with  their  complaint.  The 
Jefuits  ftill  had  the  credit  to  obtain  letters  patent 
17  Aug.  \°  caF7  thele  difputes  to  the  Grand  Cham - 
1760  ber  ofJhe  Parliament  of  Paris,  but  this 
was  their  laft  effort.  Their  objed  had 
een  to  have  the  caufe  referred,  and  thus  to  render 
it  indeterminable  ,  at  leaf!  to  condud  it  in  obfcuritv 
that  they  might  be  more  at  liberty  to  continue  their’ 
manoeuvres.  A  decree  was  iifued,  ordering  the 
caufe  to  be  tried  ;  and  the  univerfal  joy  which  the 
perfons  wbo  affifted  at  the  audience  expreffed 
ought  to  have  apprized  them  of  the  danger  of  expo- 
hng  themfelves  m  public;  but  they  were*deaf  to  this 
lalutary  warning,  and  hajfened  to  their  deftrudion. 
t  i  fhe  capual  fault  of  putting  themfelves  in  the 
hands  or  jufhce,  the  Jefuits  added  feveral  blunders  in 
their  defence.  They  varied  in  their  depofitions  two 
or  three  times  At  firft  they  pretended  that  the  ne- 
gociations  of  Father  la  Valette  ought  only  to  concern 
.  e  houfe  at  Martinico  ,  and  Father  Sacy  anfwered 
in  the  name  of  the  Society,  to  M,  Gouffre,  who  foli- 
cited  hnn  to  keep  the  engagements  he  had  confrad- 
ed  :  Peri/h ,  pen/h  all  of  you ,  we  can  do  nothing  for  you. 
We  have  feen,  that  afterwards  this  fame  A^ent 
General  of  the  MFTions  had  appointed  a  correfpon- 
dent  to  pay  the  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  houfe 
at  Martinico  ,  their  Advocate  foon  confined  himfelf  to 
the  plea,  that  there  was  neither  folidity  of  right  nor 

folidi  ty 
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folidity  of  fact  in  the  affair  of  Father  de  la  Valette. 
In  a  word,  they  had  recourfe  to  a  fingular  fubterfuge; 
they  fa  id,  that  commerce  being  forbidden  to  religious 
Orders  by  the  canons  of  the  Church,  and  by  the  laws, 
it  was  a  formal  oppofition  to  them  on  the  part  of  Fa¬ 
ther  de  la  Valette,  an  offence  againft  the  Church, 
which  ought  not  to  be  attributed  to  the  whole  Society, 
becaufe  offences  are  perjonal ,  and  that  in  criminal  matters 
there  are  no  fuveties.  But  the  completion  of  their 
errors  was  the  giving  into  the  fnare  that  had 
been  prepared  for  them  by  their  adveriaries.  Thefe 
— in  order  to  prove  that  the  government  of  the  Jefu- 
its  was  defpotic  ;  that  every  thing  was  fubmitted  to 
the  power  of  the  General  ;  that  he  was  the  foie  pro¬ 
prietor  and  distributor  of  the  funds,  in  the  name  of 
the  Company  ;  that  Father  de  la  Valette  neither  was, 
nor  could  be,  any  thing  more  than  the  Agent  of  the 
fociety,  appointed  by  the  General — appealed  to,  and 
quoted  the  conftitutions  of  the  Society,  with  which 
they  feemed  to  be  perfectly  acquainted  The  Jefu- 
its  on  the  contrary,  referred  to  thofe  fame  conftitu- 
tions,  to  prove  that  the  Society  had  no  property,  and 
that  the  funds  belonged  to  the  feveral  Colleges  or 
Houfes.  This  was  what  the  Public  Tribunal  ex¬ 
pected  ;  they  required  the  depofit  of  the  fatal  book, 
from  which  was  to  follow  not  only  the  lofs  of  the 
caufe,  but  the  entire  extinction  of  the  April 
Order.  Accordingly,  the  Parliament  or-  '  ^  9 

dered  the  conftitutions  to  be  brought  to 
the  office  of  the  Court.  A  feries  of  terrible  decrees 
fucceeding  each  other  with  incredible  rapidity,  was 
the  refult  of  this  inquiry. 

The  General,  and  in  him  the  Society, 
were  condemned  to  pay  the  bills  of 
exchange,  with  the  interefts,  damages, 
and  cofts  ;  and  by  the  refolution  of  the 
Public  Tribunal,  Father  la  Valette,  and 
all  the  other  Members,  were  forbidden,  under  fuch 
penalties  as  might  be  inflicted,  to  interfere,  direCtly 
or  indirectly,  in  any  kind  of  traffic  which  was  inter¬ 
dicted  to  ecclefiaftical  perfons  by  the  canons  received 
in  the  kingdom  by  the  ordonnances  of  the  King,  and 
by  decrees  and  regulations  of  the  Court.  This  fen- 

tence 
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tenee  was  a  terrible  one  s  but  the  Jefuits,  perceiv- 
■  ng  at  I  a  ft,  that  the  only  thing  they  had  to  do,  was  to 
luomit  to  it,  took  arrangements  to  pay  their  creditors 
pother  Latin,  appointed  Agent  General  of  the  Mil’ 
hons  in  America,  found  means  in  the  fpace  of  eLht 
or  nine  months,  to  pay  off  near  one  million  three 
hundred  thoufand  livres*  s  and  it  is  probable  that  he 
wou;d  have  found  other  refources  to  pay  them  all  in 
a  few  years,  even  without  difpofing  of  any  of  the  ef- 
lefts  of  the  tociety,  had  it  not  been  for  the  new  blow 
given  to  them  by  the  Parliament  5  a  blow  equally 
ratal  to  the  debtors  and  creditors.  A  J 

From  the  examination  of  the  conditions  of  the 
Jeluits,  there  refulted  an  admirable,  but  at  the  fan)e 
time  an  alarming  picture  of  the  Order  ;  all  the  mem- 
bers  ot  which,  being  united  together  by  the  confor¬ 
mity  _ot  their  morals,  by  the  refemblance  of  their 
doctrine  and  manners  ;  united  to  their  Chief  by  I  li¬ 
nes  of  an  implicit  fubmiffion,  and  a  zealous  and  fDeeI 
dy  obedience;  were  thus  conftantly  afluated  by  the 
fame  fpirit  governed  by  one  foul,  and  forming  an  ab¬ 
solutely  aifhndt  body  in  the  State,  receiving  no  laws 
but  thole  of  a  foreigner,  their  General,  abfolute  in 
ms  will  over  their  difpofitions,  their  manners,  and 
tneir  eltates — -over  their  external  adminiftration  and 
over  the  inftitution  itfelf.  * 

From  the  examination  of  the  titles  of  the  founda- 
tion  of  the  Order,  of  its  eftablifhment  in  the  kingdom 
there  appeared  another  fa&,  not  lefs  ftriking,  name- 
ly,  tiiat  they  had  been  formally  excluded  from  the 
State  as  a  religious  Order,  as  a  fociety  of  Jefus,  as 

Jefuits,  that  is  to  lay,  as  being  what  they  were': _ . 

that  if  they  had  been  admitted  under  the  form  of  a 
college,  that  is  to  lay,  as  what  they  were  not,  it 
had  only  been  provisionally,  by  way  of  experiment" 
aoQ  with  relation  to  certain  conditions,  which  they 
had  never  full  filled,  and  to  which  their  General 
had  obftinately  refufed  to  fubfcribe  ; — f0  that  the 
contract  between  this  religious  Order  and  the  State 
liad^  never  been  completed  ;■ — and  their  exigence 
in  France  was  the  effect  only  of  toleration,  and  not 
the  confequence  of  adoption. 

*  Upwards  of  fifty -four  thoufand  pounds. 
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This  double  difcovery  delighted  the  Magiftracy : 
they  forefaw  that  they  Should  retaliate  on  the  Society 
all  the  difgraces,  of  which  they  confidered  the  Jefu- 
its  as  the  concealed  authors  The  Abbe  Chauvelin 
was  (till  alive;  this  man,  whofe  monftrous  deformity 
had  fubjeftedhim  to  habitual  fuffenngs,  acquired 
from  this  fuch  a  degree  of  ihnrpnefs  in  his  humours, 
that  they  had  produced  an  abundance  of  bile  in  him, 
ever  ready  to  overflow.  His  d.fpofition  was  become 
gloomy,  fiery,  fatirical,  unmoved  by  anv  kind  ol  plea- 
fure  He  had  an  extreme  defire  of  diftinguilhmg 
himfelf  ;  and  this  paffioil,  fo  imperious  upon  minds 
fufceptible  of  its  energy,  was,  in  him,  the  fubibtute 
to  ail  other  enjoyments;  Devoured  wit  a  the  thirft 
fway,  he  had  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Janlentlt 
party,  although  he  laughed  at  them  in  his  heart.  In 

that  capacity  he  had  been  diftinguiflred,  at  the  time 

of  the  exile  of  1754:  he  remembered  the  Mont.  St. 
Michel,  and  that  recolie&ion  fupported  him.  in  an 
immenfe  labour,  under  which  one  would  have  ima¬ 
gined  that  his  frail  conftitut.on  muft  have  funk  He 
undertook  to  look  over,  to  examine  and  to  dlfculs  al 
the  titles  of  that  undigefled  mafs  01  papers  depofited 
bv  the  lefuits  ;  he  extrafted  from  thence  the  account 
of  the  origin,  progrefs,  and  prefect  ftate  of  the  Socie¬ 
ty  .  he  reprefented  it  as  a  dreadful  ColofTus  which, 
with  its  two  arms,  embraced  Europe  and  America, 
and  a  ft;  fled  an  empire  over  the  whole  umverfe  He 
prevailed  fo  much  upon  the  Chambers  affembled,  by 
the  bitter  eloquence  of  his  account,  that  .  the  Parlia- 
nrent  fmote  the  image  upon  his  feet,  whicn  were  of 
clay,  and  in  an  inflam  that  enormous  ma  s,  which  ter- 
rifted  by  its  power,  was  no  longer  frightful  but  y 

its  ruins.  .  .  A 

We  muft  not,  however,  omit  any  circumftance. 

The  Abbe  Chauvelin  woulc.  never  have  fucceeded  in 
his  vaft  deftgn,  if  he  had  not  been  fupported  by  the 
Duke  de  Choil'eul,  who  encouraged  him  in  his  endeav¬ 
ours,  and  gave  weight  to  his  fpeeches.  _  Phis  Mini- 
'  her,  of  an  adlive,  and  bold  turn  ot  .mind,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  effett  revolutions,  not  only  in  the  Courts, 

and  in  die  States,  but  alio  in  the  minds  ot  the  people 

—whole 
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fatetbyTtll'”1’"!  I™  “f"'.  “J  »»,. 

"■« »«)  %  „brrvact;“wlekd8'd  > 

ptoteaor,  and  he  juftified  ’their ThoS  U  V  ^ 
<or  the  propagation  of  their  define  On-  offl,6 ' 

lubllfted  AllhouAi  ,'nP  f  -  v  j  "it  as  lfle  Je|biis 

them  as  the  militia  of  *hp  Ch  ^ey  confidered 

the  danger  the  e  wo.ijS  \ r ' £"*  were  aware  of 

S&r-T  ^ 

&*£*»*?£  ”»?%  aws 

tri  Me  !n  dfCOV,er  their  prying  fpirit  of  ir- 

Ming  m  Spain,  and  efpeciaily  in  Portugal,  rendered 
he  opportunity  as  favourable  as  he  could  wifi-"  fiT 
the  execution  of  his  projeft.  hey  were  accn^d  f 

Paraguay3  to  KinSs  over  the  Indians  of 

:  raguay,  to  have  fomented  there  the  divifinn  K 

ween  the  revive  fubjefts  of  the  two  Grot"  t0' 

the  eoe,XKHed/ Waranr  t0  have  made  head  againft 
l  n-,,nec  arniies  thofe  fovereigns,  and  fo^have 
n  gin  ty  of  the  mdft  extraordinary  and  unheard  of 
3  Sept.  ~t,es.  Accordingly,  his  moll  Faithful 
1758.  jVJaje^y,  confidermg  them  as  abettors  and 
r  In,  ,.g_ators  fhe  affaffination  attempted  on  his 
perfm— publilhed  a  kind  of  manifefto  agamft  them 
wherein  he  declared  them  notorious  rebels,  traitor  ’ 
eal  eneni.es  and  aggreffors,  as  much  in  fo  °  e  r’ 
t^mes  as  at  prefer,;,  againft  his  Royal  perfon,  his  do- 
■  lnion,,  the  puolic  peace  of  his  kingdoms,  and  figni 

i>eTian<i0ftthF0T'n0n  S°0d  of  i,is  fanhful  fub- 
•i  ^  s  ;e  declared  them  outlawed,  proferibed,  and 

.1  *  p^prefllons  tranflated  from  the  edidt  for  the  exnulfinn  nf 
the  Jefu.ts  from  Portugal,  the  3d  September,  1;SS.  “  °f 


OF  LEWIS  XV.  43 

exterminated-  commanded  that  they  ftiould  be  ex¬ 
pelled  from  his  dominions,  am*,  in  fact,  caufed  them 
to  be  conveyed  immediately  into  thole  ot  the  1  ope, 
that  he  might  do  what  he  pleaied  with  them.,  opain. 
had  not  yet  carried  matters  to  fuch  extremity,  but 
her  Miniftry  was  defirous  ot  it,  and  the  example  o 
France  might  have  great  influence  over  her.  1  he 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  who  was  forming  his  family-com¬ 
pact  with  that  Court,  wirtied,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  was  fatisfying  his  private  reientment,  to  do  Some¬ 
thing  that  would  be  agreeable  to  them.  Lewis  XV. 
had  alfo  received  a  blow  ;  and  when  any  attempt  was 
made  upon  the  life  of  a  King,  it  inuih,  ot  couife,  be 
laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Jefuits  So  general  a  prc- 
poffeflion  was,  in  the  minds  of  the  prejudiced  per- 
Tons,  a  fufficient  motive  for  their  expulfion.  The 
more  effectually  to  fucceed  in  this  attempt,  tnat 
monftrous  volume  of  the  pretended  alfertions  Oi.  their 
cafuifts  and  other  writers  was  put  in  order,  and  it  was 
inferred  from  it,  that  they  taught,  a  murderous  and 
abominable  bearing,  not  only  injurious  to  the  fecurity 
and  the  life  of  the  citizens,  but  even  to  that  of  the 
facred  perfons  of  Sovereigns.  the  ilorm  vvas  vi¬ 
olent,  and  yet  the  Jefuits  would  have  eicaped,  it  tjieir 
condua  bad  been  as  verfatile  as  it  was  reprefented  ; 
if  by  a  diffimulation,  contrary  indeed  to  religious 
fimplicity,  put  prefcribed  bv  that  worldly  piudence, 
which  it  was  faid  they  poflelTed  in  fo  fuperior  a  de¬ 
gree,  they  would  have  conformed  themfelves  to  the 
times,  to  places,  to  circumflances,  and  to  perfons  ;  if 
their  General  had  not  difplayed  an  inflexibility, 
which  ought  never  to  be  afTumed  but  by  an  upright 
man,  and  which  fhould,  at  lead,  be  the  attribute  ol  a 
great  and  heroic  mind. 

The  Jefuits  had  fcarce  any  open  and  declared  ene¬ 
mies  a  gain  ft  them  at  Court,  except  the  Duke  de 
Choifeul,  and  the  Marchionefs  de  Pompadour,  whom 
the  Duke  had  fubdued.  Perhaps  they  might  even 
have  regained  her  favour,  by  feizing.  with  addrefs 
a  proper  opportunity  of  paying  their  court  to  her. 
But  they  could  not  have  done  this,  without,  incurring 
the  difpleafure  of  the  Queer,  of  the  Dauphin  and 

Dau- 
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SaefiS;  "The^  k"  ^  who  pro- 

thelr  i„„0Cence  „i,h  C  Per[edll7  convinced  of 
ted  aoainft  hi,  „  r  gard  t0  the  attempt  commit- 

fere  n?  perfon  in  “his  Tonteh  He  ’  therrf^ 

-r of  ?e 

the  n  1  '  /-.r  .Soci-t.v’  who  furrounded  him  •  and 

theDuk  deCh  oofubdeto  oftnd  m  and 

f&  g“  d,rCClly’  ",ade  no  oppofition  HL 
Majefty  was  given  to  underhand,  that  the  Parlh, 
t  ent  was  taking  hafty  brides,  and  that  It  was  no? 

o/the  M  e?46  tle  S<iCuled  entirely  at  the  difcretion 

hs  conSo't  hi"’ tWh0f£  anT0f!ty  a§ai"ft'he  Mu- 
„  could  not  be  unknown.  An  order  was  therefore 

i-uii-d,  that,  tor  the  fpace  of  a  twelve- 

niontn,  nothing  llrould  he  either  oofitive- 

'y  or  ptovifionally  decided  upon  any 

matter  which  concerned  the  inftitution 

r  c  ,C“tlon>  and  eftablilhment  of  the 
houfes  o.  the  Society  s  and  a  Committee,  taken  from 

e  Members  of  the  Council,  was  appointed  to  exa 

mine  the  parts  of  this  famous  caufe.  Undoubtedly 

f‘7  T£re  not  fo  decifive,  for  thefe  Gentlemen,  be- 

quehionT:  pr0n0UnCed’  ProPofed  the  four  following 

“  i“  Of  what  ufe  are  the  Jefuits  in  France,  with 

ic. pert  to  the  feveral  iunfhons  in  which  they  are 
en -ployed  ?  ^  a 

•  f  ’  is  their  do£lrine  upon  the  feveral  ar- 

'C.,e?  Inqu,eft!?,n’  the  Rcgicide,  the  Ultramontane 

“  ,?  rns’  th.e,1,be«'«  of  the  Gallican  church,  and 
the  lour  articles  ot  the  Clergy  ?’* 

«<  ?°  ■  lVhr  IS  ‘!leir,  conduct  in  the  interior  of 

Meir  houfes,  and  what  ufe  do  they  make  of  their 
(£  Prlvileges,  with  regard  to  the  Bilhops  and  the  Cu- 

rates  r 

(e  y-  What  ‘Peans  can  be  ufed  to  remedy  the  excef- 
(l  hve  authority  exerted  by  their  General  over  the 
perlons  who  compofe  this  Society  ?■” 

The  Members  of  the  Committee  were  defirous  of 
having  the  opinion  of  the  Clergy  upon  thefe  feveral 
points.  Twelve  Prelates  were  appointed  to  anfwer 

them* 
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them;  and  the  refult  of  their  decifion  was,  that 
it  was  necefiary,  not  to  extinguifli,  but  to  regulate 
the  existence  ot  the  Jeiuits  in  France.  A  plan  ot 
accommodation  was  drawn  up,  and  lent  to  the 
Pope,  and  the  General;  but  the  latter  refufed  to 
accede  to  any,  and  replied  with  haughtinefs,  Sint  ut 
funt ,  aut  non  fint  *.  \  he  decree  ol  pro-  s  /tutruft 

fcription  immediately  enfued  The  Par- 
Lament  declared  in  it  the  Bulls,  briefs, 

Conftitutions,  and  other  regulations  ot  the  Society, 
called  of  fetus,  to  be  incroachments  of  authority  ; 
pronounced  that  there  were  abufes  in  them  ;  difTolv- 
cd  the  Society  ;  forbade  the  Jefuits  to  wear  the  ha¬ 
bit  of  the  Order— to  live  under  the  obedience  oi  the 
General,  and  other  Superiors  ot  the  laid  Society— 
to  keep  up  a  correfpondence,  either  direblly  or  indi¬ 
rectly,  with  them— to  quit  the  houfes  dependent 
upon  the  Order— and  forbade  their  living  in  a  com¬ 
munity  ;  refer ving  to  themfelves  the  right  of  grant¬ 
ing  to  each  of  them,  upon  their  petitions,  the  penfi- 
ons  necefiary  for  their  fubfiilence,  and  interdicting  to 
them  the  poffeffion  of  any  Prebends,  Livings,  Pul¬ 
pits,  or  any  other  clerical  or  municipal  offices,  with¬ 
out  having  previoufly  taken  the  oath  prefcribed  in  the 
Paid  decree. 

Les  ci-devant  foi  difant  Jefuites  f — for  this  was  the 
burlefque  denomination  given  to  them  in  future — 
urged  powerful  arguments  againfc  this  decree  of 
death,  which  they  reprefented  as  an  a6t  of  i  lonitrous 
iniquity.  They  exclaimed — for  our  impartiality 
obliges  us  to  give  an  account  equally  of  the  memo¬ 
rials  of  the  two  parties — they  exclaimed,  that  a 
hundred  formalities  had  been  omitted  in  their  con¬ 
demnation,  the  oniiflion  of  one  of  which  would  have 
rendered  the  fentence  void  again,!  the  meaneft 
individual.  Undoubtedly,  the  moil  efTential  fault, 
was  that  of  not  having  heard  nor  fummoned  them, 
and  in  an  inftancc,  too,  when  the  fate,  the  life,  and 
the  honour  of  four  thoufand  individuals  was  at  flake, 
when  they  were  accufed  oi  being  afTaifins,  poilo- 

*  Let  them  be  as  they  are,  or  not  be. 

4  The  formerly  felf-entitlcd  Jefuits. 
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ners  and  regicides!  Upon  what  motives  were  thev 
condemned?  Upon  an  inllitution  extolled  in  the 
Pulls  of  twenty  Sovereign  Pontiffs  ;-upon  conftituti- 
s,  mailer-pieces  of  government,  the  empire  of 
inch,  at  moll,  was  only  extended  to  the  interior 
management  of  the  Order,  and  could  not  deprive  the 
civil  laws  ot  the  coercive  authority  over  thefe  Priefts 
as  lubjeds  upon  a  collection  of'alfertions,  feme  of 
which  were  only  the  defence  and  unfolding  of 
te  natural  right,  a  right  engraven  in  the  heart  of 
man  ;  befides,  being  conformable  to  feveral  others 
of  the  fame  kind,  which  might  have  been  extrafted 
from  the  remonftrances  even  of  the  Magiftrates 
themfelves  ;  while  others  were  only  eroneous 
maxims  ot  fuperfhtion  and  fanaticifm,  common 
in  times  o.  confulion  and  ignorance,  to  every  re¬ 
ligious  Order  to  all  the  Clergy,  and  almoft  to  the 
who  e  Church  the  affemblage  of  which,  in  a 
word,  had  been  formed  without  being  examined 
without  contradiction  from  the  accufed,  with  a  de¬ 
gree  ol  treachery,  precipitation,  and  negligence 
wmch  would  be  very  apparent  to  any  body,  who 
would  take  the  trouble  to  employ  themfelves  in  a  trif¬ 
ling  and  tedious  examination,  and  which,  for  that  ve¬ 
ry  reafon,  required  the  greateft  coolnefs,  and  the 
mceft  circumfpection.  They  were  ftili  more  fevere 
with  their  enemies  ;  they  afked  where  their  crimes 
were  attefted  ?  who  were  their  accufers,  the  proofs 
and  the  witness  ?  in  Portugal,  a  King  was  aflhf- 
nnated  ;  the  Jeluits  Alexander,  Mathos,  and  Ma- 
lagrida,  were  arrefted,  detained,  and  condemned  ; 
but  on  account  of  all  crimes,  except  that  one  which 
was  the  elfential  grievance  that  occafioned  the  intire 
expulfion  of  the  Order.  In  France,  Damiens  had  not 
accufed  them  in  the  leaft,  at  the  time  of  the  aflaffina- 
tion  of  Lewis  XV.  He  appeared,  on  the  contrary 
to  be  entirely  devoted  to  the  Magiftrates,  whom  he 
had  dared  to  folicit  the  King  to  recall.  He  had 
curfed  the  Archbiftiop,  and  his  obftinacy,  concern¬ 
ing  which  he  had  declared,  that  he  was  defirous  of 
opening  his  Majeftv’s  eyes;  the  firft  words  he  had 
littered  had  been,  have  the  Dauphin  /  as  if  the  life  of 

that 
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tli at  Prince  was  in  danger  ;  while  it  was  the  intereft 
of  the  jefuits  to  have  him  upon  the  throne,  and  that 
it  could  only  be  for  his  fake,  that  they  fhould  have 
committed  this  horrid  regicide.  If  Damiens,  in  ms 
private  interrogatories,  had  revealed  any  thing  con- 
cerning  this  plot,  how  could  the  Judges  have  re¬ 
mained  five  years  in  fo  culpable  a  fecurity  ?  Why, 
fince  they  ventured  to  deitroy  the  whole  Order, 
upon  vague  and  chimerical  declarations,  had  they 
been  affraid  of  avenging  their  Sovereign  ol  the  out¬ 
rageous  attempt  of  l'ome  individuals,  whom  they 
could  not  Suffer  to  live,  without  becoming  accompli¬ 
ces,  and  refponiible  tor  all  the  misfortunes  which 
might  ftill  happen  ?  The  circum'ftance  which  they 
more  efpeeially  confidered  as  the  higheft  excels  of 
tyranny,  was  the  making  their  fubfiffence  the  price 
of  their  infamy,  the  forcing  them  to  lie  againft  their 
own  confidences,  by  taking  an  oath  to  detedb  an  mfti- 
.tution  which  they  had  embraced  as  (acred,  and  which 
they  dill  confidered  in  the  fiame  light. 

This  oath  was  the  more  ridiculoufiy  contrived,  as, 
according  to  the  moral  doctrine  of  the  Society,  efta- 
bl iilied  in  the  book  of  the  affertions,  thofe  members 
who  diould  have  bafenefs  to  take  it,  ought  to  be  mod 
fufpe&ed,  as  they  could  not  be  any  thing  elfe  than 
traitors,  perjured,  and  hypocrites.  For,  in  fact, 
what  dependence  could  be  placed  upon  men  who 
were  reprefented  as  Proteus,  always  edentialiy  the 
fame,  under  whatever  form  they  dilguiled  them- 
fielves  ;  as  a  perverfie  generation,  whom  no  correcti¬ 
on  could  amend,  and  whole  repentance  could  never 
be  manifefted  by  any  certain  figns  ?  1  he  only  ftep 

to  be  taken  with  them,  was  to  expel  them  without 
any  terms  or  '  reftrictions,  as  the  King  of  Portugal 
had  done;  who  in  that  particular  at  lead,  had  acted 
with  much  more  confiftency. 

The  Parliaments  of  Rouen  and  Rennes  had  been 
the  firft  to  follow  the  example  let  them  by  that  ol 
Paris.  Some  Parliaments  were  more  tardy  ;  that  of 
Flanders  could  not  refolve  to  do  an  a6t  which  they 
confidered  as  unjuft:,  againft  Fathers  with  whole  con¬ 
duct  they  were  edified.  To  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  vari¬ 
ous 


4§  THE  PRIVATE  LIFE 


ous  opinions,  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  at  length  caufed 

November  an.edia  t0  be  ifl'ued  by  his  Majefty, 

1768.  which  ordered,  that  the  Society  of  the 
,  Jefuits  fhould  no  more  e xi ft  in  the  king- 

“om  ;  permitting  ,  however,  the  members  that 
compofee  it  to  live  in  the  King’s  dominions  as  private 
individuals,  under  the  fpiritual  authority  of  the  Or¬ 
dinaries  on  the  I  pot,  and  conforming  themfelves  to 
tne  laws  ot  the  kingdom. 

The  manner  with  which  this  rigorous  law  was  fof- 
tened,  was  a  certain  proof,  that  policy  alone,  or  ra- 
ther  weaknefs,  directed  the  iteps  of  the  Court,  efpe- 
cially  that  they  were  in  no  dread  of  thole  aJJaJRm 
poij oners ,  or  regicides:  the  Court  fwarmed  with  Je¬ 
suits  ;  they  Hill  remained  ConlefTors  of  the  King,  the 
JJauphin,  the  Queen,  and  all  the  Royal  Family; 
tnere  were  few  Courtiers  who  had  not  taken  one  of 
tncm  in  his  houfe,  and  it  was  the  fafhion  to  have  a 
Jduit  in  the  I  amily.  M.  de  Voltaire,  the  mimic  of 
the  great  Noblemen,  had  one  likewife  •  it  is  true 
that  it  was  m  order  to  fubjetf:  him  to  all  his  caprices’ 
to  torment  him,  and  cruelly  to  difmif  s  him  at  the  end 

a  few  years,  when  he  iouni  him  of  no  further 
ufe. 


c  1  ^ie  mo^  remarkable  confequence  of  the  expulhon 
of  the  Society,  and  which  it’s  bigots  did  not  fail  to 
conftder  as  a  punifhment  from  God,  was,  that  thofe 
creditors  who  had  occafioned  the  cataftrophe,  were 
the  fir  ft  vicdims  ot  it.  I  hey  had  been  regularly  paid, 
fince  brother  Gatin  had  begun  to  make  arrange¬ 
ments.  with  them,  till  the  moment  when,  at  length 
dNpairing  of  being  able  to  avert  the  Form  with 
which  they  were  threatened,  the  Jefuits  ceafed  to 
do  honour  to  the  engagements  they  had  entered  in 
to,  in  order  to  attend  entirely  to  their  own  perfonal 
intereft.  it  would  no  doubt  have  been  acting  more 
heroically  to  receive  the  blow  with  refignation,  truft- 
ing.  to  Providence,  and  negleflfng  thofe  precautions, 
which  indeed  the  violation-  of  all  laws  with  refpect 
to  them  feemed  to  authorize,  but  which  was  prohi¬ 
bited  by  the  dodtrine  of  religious  felf-oenial.  Their 
condudt  was  not  regulated  upon  this  principle,  and 
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it  mild  be  acknowledged,  there  are  few  among  the 
number  that  condemned  them,  who  would  not  have 
acted  as  they  did.  I  hey  gave  way  to  the  natural 
inftinct,  which  prcfcribes  to  man  to  take  care  of  his 
own  prefervation,  at  any  rate  or  peril  ;  and  therefore 
the  walls  of  the  Jefuits  were  the  only  parts  of  their 
property  remaining  to  take  an  inventory  of. 

To  this  find  lots,  mud  be  added  a  number  of  bills 
of  exchange,  fraudulently  drawn,  as  it  was  pretend¬ 
ed  *  by  toreign  Jefuits,  who,  becoming  creditors  io 
themfelves,  diminiflied  by  fo  much  more  the  flhare 
of  the  real  creditors;  fo  that  the  debts  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety,  which  in  the  beginning  amounted  to  only  three 
millions  f,  were  increafed  to  nine  J.  This  produced 
a  dreadful  train  of  actions,  a  labyrinth  of  chicanery, 
in  which  the  mod  able  lawyers  were  loft.  In  a  word, 
it  became  a  direftion ,  that  is  to  fay,  an  abundant 
harveft  for  Attorneys,  Advocates,  judges,  and  all 
the  members  ot  juftice  employed,  who  enriched 
themfelves:  and  a  fource  of  ruin  to  the  creditors, 
who  fpent  their  principal  in  cods,  and  curfed  the 
Parliament  infinitely  more  than  the  Jefuits. 

1  he  Magi  ft  rates  themfelves  had  occafton,  if  not 
to  repent,  at  lead  not  to  applaud  themfelves  much 
on  their  triumph.  T  hey  experienced,  that  if  there 
is  no  inch  thing  as  a  petty  foe,  there  is  nothing  more 
formidable  than  an  enemy  driven  to  extremities,  and 
reduced  to  the  excels  of  defpair.  By  the  fequel  of 
events  v/e  iball  fee  that  the  Jefuits,  in  their  highed 
degree  of  power  and  fplendor,  never  die  them  fuch 
material  injury,  as  in  their  date  of  abjedtion  and  an¬ 
nihilation.  Even  the  Janfenifts  themfelves,  fo  proud 
ol  their  fall,  perceived  too  late  that  their  own  con- 
dftency  depended  upon  that  of  their  rivals,  and 
feemed  to  endeavour,  from  time  to  time,  to  fuppofe 
them  brought  to  life  again,  that,  by  combating  a 
phantom,  they  might  recover  the  consequence  they 
had  loft.  '  7 

*■  See  fixth  letter  to  a  provincial. 

T  One  hundred  and  twenty-fwe  lb;  uknd  pounds. 

X  Three  hundred  and  feventy  h\  c  ihoufand  pounds. 

Vol,  IV.  D  rT1 
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In  general,  the  mod  confiderable  and  the  wi  fed 
part  of  the  kingdom  regretted  the  Jefuits.  To  that 
Ientiment  of  pity  ufually  excited  by  unfortunate  peo¬ 
ple,  was  added  a  Ientiment  of  gratitude.  Almoft 
ah  the  generation  of  that  time  had  been  educated  by 
tneni  :  it  is  feldom  that  we  do  not  prefer ve  to  our 
mailers  fome  remains  of  that  veneration  and  refpedt 
with  which  they  have  infpired  us.  The  Jefuits, 
moie  than  any  other  indructors,  podeded  the  talent 
of  exciting  thefe  fentiments  ;  and  among  their  judges 
a  few  incendiaries  excepted,  they  reckoned  a  great 
many  partifans,  who  were  forced  to  edeem  them 
and  inwardly  to  do  them  judice.  In  fadf,  if  this 
gr^at  came  hau  been  pleaded  with  all  the  preparati- 
oii  and  importance  which  it  deferved,  the  Jefuits 
might  have  faid  to  the  Magidracy :  “  Before  ye  con¬ 
demn  us,  O  ye,  whofe  hearts  and  minds  we  have 
foi nmd,  anfv.  ei  our  expodulations  \  we  appeal  to 
the  opinion  you  mud  have  entertained  of  us,  at  an 
age,  the  candour  and  innocence  of  which  were 
cei  tamly  as  well  adapted  to  enable  you  to  form  a 
found  decifion  upon  fuch  matters,  as  the  know¬ 
ledge  you  have  fince  acquired.  Anfwer  our  quef- 
tsons  :  liave  we  ever  attempted  in  our  fchools,  in 
“  our.  conversions,  in  our  tribunals  of  confeilion, 
to  inculcate  into  you  any  of  thofe  abominable  max- 
6C  ims  with  which  we  are  reproached  ?  Have  you 
lead  them  in  the  books  which  we  have  put  into 
your  hands  ?  Have  you  obferved  in  our  domedic 
“  condua  any  thing  analogous  to  fuch  a  mode  of 
thinking  ?  .  It  is  upon  works  buried  in  the  dud  of 
libraries,  is  it  upon  dead  people  that  you  are  to 
pronounce  or  upon  our  doanne,  now  exidinc 
“  and  avowed— upon  us,  lately  your  maders,  and 
“  ftill  in  poffeffion  of  colleges,  pulpits,  and  confeffi- 
onals,  under  the  fanaion  of  two  authoroties,  with 
4‘  the  approbation  of  the  Prelates,  and  the  rewards 
i(  of  the  Sovereign  ?5’ 

Alas!  the  Magidrates  bred  up  under  Lewis  the 
Great  faid  all  thefe  things  to  themfelves  ;  they  a- 
gi  eed  to  them  in  private  j  but  as  ioon  as  they  were 
ieated  upon  the  dowers-de-luce,  they  forgot  them, 

led 
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led  aftray  by  fanatics,  who  were  their  brethren.  A 
few  only  ventured  to  give  an  afylum  to  their  antient 
prefects,  and  imagined  that  they  made  amends  for 
their  weaknefs  by  this  a 6t  of  humanity.  '1'herc  was 
one  obfervation  to  be  made  upon  thele  refugee  Jelu- 
its,  that  might  have  been  apparent  to  any  one  who 
would  have  attended  to  it  ;  which  was,  that  with 
their  gown  they  feemed  to  have  iofb  all  their  merit. 
They  were  no  longer  the  fame  perfons  ;  whether  it 
were  that  this  habit  was  a  kind  of  talifman,  the  ma¬ 
gic  iilufion  of  which  kept  people  in  awe,  made  them 
appear  in  a  greater  light  to  vulgar  eyes,  and  fet  oh 
their  talents  to  the  belt  advantage  ;  or  whether  their 
being  dripped  of  it  betrayed  their  inability,  and  that 
they^really  did  not  pollefs  the  genius,  the  refources, 
and  the  vigour  which  was  attributed  to  them.  La 
Tour,  Neuvilie,  Montigny,  GeofFroy,  Berthur,  dif» 
covered  nothing  but  putillanimity,  and  v/ere  obfer- 
ved  to  cry  like  women.  But  we  repeat  it  once  more, 
the  recovered  all  their  energy  when  they  had  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  avenge  themleves. 

In  the  m  id  it  ot  fo  many  misfortunes  with  which 
they  were  overwhelmed,  the  fir  ft  conlolation  the  ]e- 
fuits  enjoyed,  was  to  hear  the  clamours  of  the  Pro¬ 
vinces,  which  complained  that  fince  their  expulfion 
the  colleges  were  forfaken  in  feveral  places,  neglect¬ 
ed  in  molt  parts,  and  no  where  fo  well  maintained  as 
by  their  inltrudtors.  Even  the  Philofophers — who, 
confidering  nothing  in  that  event  blit  the  good  of  hu¬ 
manity,  and  the  advancement  of  knowledge,  had 
flattered  themfelyes  that  advantages  would  be  taken 
of  this  circumftance,  to  alter  and  improve  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  youth,  againft  which  they  had  for  a  long 
while  exclaimed — difcovered  that  the  only  motive  of 
the  Parliament  had  been  to  fatisfy  their  perfonal  ani- 
mofity,  and  that  they  had  never  in  view  io  laudable 
and  patriotic  a  defign  Skilful  in  deftroying,  they  knew 
not  how  to  rebuild  ;  the  tedious  and  barren  routine 
of  the  claffes  were  not  improved  ;  the  loaders  were 
perfons  of  no  eftimation,  or  fervile  mercenaries  ;  and 
the  fcholars  continued  to  pafs  the  prime  of  their  life 
in  difguft,  lamentation,  and  wearifomenefs. 

D  2  The 
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.  1  '!e  cr:rical  fituation  in  which  the  Courts  of  Ma- 
giflracy  were  loon  placed,  by  murmurs  of  another 
hmd  and  more  general,  giving  an  opportunity  to 
the  jefuits  to  intrigue  with  fuccefs,  contributed  {till 

2  i  AW,  t0  increafe  lheir  hopes;  M.  de  Bertin  had 
iycq  lucceeded  M.  de  Silhouette  asComptrol- 
ier  General,  and  the  joy  of  having  got 
rid  of  the  latter,  who  was,  however,  undoubtedly 
poifelfed  of  a  greater  {bare  of  knowledge  and  theory 
than  the  former,  rendered  him  for  a  time  agreeable 
to  -he  nation.  He  was  a  man  of  a  mild  difpofition, 
a  triend  to  palliative  remedies,  not  torefeeing  the 
more  confiderable  and  incurable  evils  that  might 
relult  from  them.  He  withdrew  tnofe  legifjative  adts 

2  March  ^IS  Prec^ece^r,  which  had  occafioned 
J  j  _6o.  the  greateff  clamours  ;  and  though  he 
fubftituted  to  them  a  third  Vmgteme ,  a 
double  and  triple  increafe  of  the  capitation,  as  well  as 
an  additional  penny  *  per  livre  fupon  the  cuiloms 
of  the  farms,  yet  as  thole  taxes  were  judged  lefs  in¬ 
tolerable  than  the  cruel  edict  of  fubfidy,  which  had 
excited  iuch  great  alarms,  he  acquired  the  credit  of 
exerting  a  lefs  degree  of  tyranny.  Befides,  every 
thing  was  laid  to  the  charge  of  M.  de  Silhouette, 
who,  by  the  irreparable  milchiefhe  had  done  to  pub¬ 
lic  credit  and  confidence,  had  rendered  thefe  refour- 
ces  neceflary.  7  he  Magistrates,  more  cool  than  the 
people—  who  were  transported  with  a  tranfitorv  deli¬ 
rium  of  joy — ought  to  have  weighed  in  their  A  trem¬ 
bly  the  enormous  burthen  of  the  taxes,  which  v/as 
not  yet  known  Entirely  taken  up  with  their  pri¬ 
vate  quarrels,  they  neglebted  to  Stipulate  the  interefts 
of  the  nation,  and  regiftered  without  making  any  dif¬ 
ficulty.  In  this  manner  they  regihered  a  multitude  of 
loans,  and  did  not  in  the  leaft  examine  what  ufe  was 
to  be  made  of  them  ;  they  did  not  examine  who  was 
to  pay  the  intereft,  how  it  wa s  to  be  paid,  or  even 
whether  it  would  be  paid.  Dupes  were  found  who 
brought  in  their  money,  and  that  was  Sufficient. 
7  he  Parliament  were  left  at  liberty  quietly  to  tor- 

*  A  halfpenny, 

■f*  Ten  pence. 


ment 
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ment  the  Jefuits,  and,  to  reward  them  for  their  com- 
plaifance,  their  ridiculous  vanity  was  tor  an  mllant 
gratified. 

The  Parliament  of  Befancon,  which  had  more 
vigour  than  that  of  Paris,  and-  efpecially  more  patri- 
otifm,  was  agitated  with  an  intelline  divilion,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  thole  fame  taxes,  which  they  had  refuted  to 
register,  and  the  greateft  and  bell  part  of  its  members 
were  banidied.  Thirty  of  them  had  detached  them- 
felves  from  their  Chief,  who,  by  a  monftrous  abufe, 
united  at  the  fame  time  in  his  perfon,  the  incompa¬ 
tible  functions  of  Firft  Prefident  and  Com  miliary  for 
the  province,  that  is  to  Pry,  Intendant.  I  his  Chief, 
who  was  M.  de  Boynes,  had  at  the  fame  time  an  in¬ 
delible  {lain  fixed  upon  him,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Ma¬ 
gi  if  racy,  from  having  been  Attorney  General  in  the 
Chambre  Royale.  All  the  Parliaments,  therefore,  inte- 
refled  themfelves  for  that  of  Befancon  ;  and,  when 
the  King  made  anfwer  to  that  of  Paris,  that  this  affair 
did  not  concern  them,  he  advanced  a  iyftem,  which, 
if  it  was  not  ancient,  had  at  lead  fomething  fpecious 
in  it,  and  would  marvelloufly  have  increafed  the  con- 
fequence  of  the  Magistracy,  if  they  could  have  avail¬ 
ed  themfelves  of  it.  1  hey  anfwered — (hat  the  affair 
was  entirely  perfonal  to  them,  fince  all  the  Parlia¬ 
ments  compofed  only  one  body,  divided  into  leveral 
claffes.  1  hole  of  Provence  did  not  fail  to  adopt  with 
avidity  a  plan  of  union,  which  increafed  their  conle- 
quence,  and  affimilated  them  to  the  Court  of  Peers. 
Ait  of  them  feconded  rhe  inireaties  ol  this  la  ft* 


The  Council  would  not  adopt  this  pretenfion  ;  they 
combated  it  by  writings  ;  but,  however,  foon  giving 
way,  fur n iilied  an  opportunity  to  the  Magiflrates  of 
extending  it.  The  King  recalled  the  exiled  ^  ^ 

officers  of  the  Parliament  of  Franche  Comte,  ^ 
and  gave  them  fatisfadlion,  by  withdrawing  1 
M.  de  Boynes  from  that  Court,  in  order  to  appoint 
him  Counfellor  of  State. 

This  ephemeral  triumph  of  the  Magillrates  was 
followed,  as  was  imagined  by  clear Tighted  perfons, 
with  a  freili  facrifice  of  the  national  intereft.  In  a 
Bed  o£»juflice  holden,  by  making  the  King  break 

D  3  his 
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Ills  moil  folemn  promifes,  the  fecond  Vingtieme ,  which 
was  to  ceafe  immediately  upon  the  ceffation  of  holli- 
3 1  May  lltIes>  was  Prolonged  for  fix  years.  Other 
i  y  63.  burthens  were  fublbtuted  to  the  fiipprefTion 
ot  the  third  Vingtieme ,  the  re'fult  of  which 
was,  tnat  the  fubjects  were  to  pay  more  in  time  of 
peace  than  they  did  in  time  of  war,  more  efpecially 
as  the  taxes  fnbllituted  were  to  begin  immediately 
v  bile  thole  that  were  luppreffed  were  to  be  collected* 
upwards  ot  fix  months  to  come.  In  a  word,  the 
people  were  impofed  upon,  by  announcing  the  fincere 
views  of  reducing  all  the  impofts  to  a  contribution, 
equitable,  conllant,  and  proportioned  to  the  value 
and  produce  of  their  property  ;  a  vague  operation, 
and  an  idle  phantom,  intended  to  deceive  them  by 
the  delufive  profpefl  of  advantageous  changes  in 
future,  that  they  might  be  induced  to  fupport,  with 
•  els  impatience,  the  enormous  burthen  of  the  taxes 
that  had  been  preferved.  Perfons  who  were  the 
moll  inclined  to  judge  favourably  of  the  intentions  of 
Government,  could  not  avoid  thinking  in  this  manner; 
wnen  they  read  the  captious  dilpofitions  of  the  edict, 
in  which,  very  far  from  reforming  the  abufes  the 
Courts  had  lo  long  complained  of,  they  were  only 
endeavoured  to  be  palliated,  and  perpetuated,  by 
dil order  and  confufion,  by  arbitrary  and  clandelline 
pi  oceedinns. 

^  11  tne  Parliament  had  been  really  animated  with 
that  fpirit  of  patriotic  zeal  which  they  pretended, 
io  have;  if,  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  they  had 
exerted  the  fame  warmth  as  in  thole  which  concerned 
their  dignity,  or  the  private  paffions  of  fome  of  their 
members,  this  was  undoubtedly  the  opportunity  to  re¬ 
fute  the  regiftering  of  any  thing,  to  declare  themfelves 
incapable  oi  it,  to  lolicit,  without  ceafing,  the  convo¬ 
cation  ot  the  general  States  ot  the  kingdom  ;  and,  till 
that  fhould  be  effected,  to  oppofe,  by  confining  them- 
lelves  to  their  real  functions,  the  impofition  of  taxes, 
as  extraordinary  as  they  were  odious.  The  Court  of 
Aids  was  infligated  by  higher  motives,  and,  inllead 
of  receiving,  as  ufual,  the  example  from  the  Par¬ 
liament, 
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Lament,  had  given  it  to  them*,  but  in  vain.  I  he 
Parliament  Suffered  themielves  to  be  again  1  educed, 
by  the  favours  which  were  bellowed  upon  tome  ot 
their  members  very  opportunely,  who  appeared  to  be 
let  into  the  lecret  ot  Administration,  by  the  choice 
that  was  made  of  a  Comptroller  General,  taken  from 
among  them,  and  by  the  recent  continuation  ot  a 
distinction  ot  which  they  became  every  oay  more 
vain. 

The  pufillanimity  oi  M.  Bertin — which  nail  not  al¬ 
lowed  him  to  retuie  the  part  he  was  forced  to  ait,  in 
rendering  him  the  instrument  ot  tlie  oppreihon  oi 
France,  at  a  time  when  he  ought  to  have  enabled  her 
to  talde  the  fweets  ot  peace— made  him  at  the  Lyme 
time  tremble  at  the  rep  >rt  ot  the  clamours  wnich 
aroSe  on  all  Sides,  He  thought  to  quiet  them,  on  one 
hand,  by  Shewing,  that  at  a  time  when  the  State  was 
teeming  with  projects  cf  reformation  and  improve¬ 
ment,  he  was  ferioufiy  engaged  in  this  falutary  bufi- 
nefs  j  and,  on  the  other  hand,  by  feeming  to  attend  to 
the  expostulations  of  the  Magihrates,  and  foitening 
the  rigorous  laws  againft  which  they  exclaimed.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  he  canted  a  declaration  from  the  King  to 
be  carried  to  the  Parliament— given  upon  the  repre¬ 
sentations  of  the  Courts,  in  interpretation  oi  the 
edicts  of  the  preceding  month  of  May — in  which, 
while  he  expatiated  with  Satisfaction  upon  the  ge¬ 
neral  profpedt  with  which,  the  people  were  Still  de¬ 
coyed,  it  was  announced,  that  the  King  iuppreSfed 
the  one  per  cent  fettled  at  the  laSt  Bed  of  justice, 
upon  landed  eftates  ;  diminished  the  duration  of  the 
Vingtieme,  and  of  the  grants  of  the  towns  ;  and  was 
taking  meafures  for  paying  off  the  debts  of  the  State. 

The  fame  day  letters  patent  were  registered, 
which  contained  the  establishment  of  a  Committee, 
conSifting  of  Magistrates,  to  examine  into  the  means 
of  obtaining  a  better  administration  of  the  lmanees. 

The  people  were  too  outrageous  to  be  Satisfied 
with  deceitful  promises.  1  he  clamours  ot  the  na- 

*  In  the  articles  of  their  remonttrances,  fettled  the  6th  of 
June,  1763. 
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|ion  continuing,  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  who  wifl.ed 
,l  .  J  ‘-'“te  the  Parliament,  was  the  firft  to  advife 

of ‘that  Cm T  :n0UM  be  <«cceeded  by  a  Counfellor 
f.u,  c  r;  Madame  de  Pompadour  adopted  the 
-hetue  ;  and  the  aftonilWnt  was  treat,  when  it 
was  known  at  Paris,  that  M.  de  Laverdy,  a  fiery 
Janfemft,  one  of  the  moft  violent  adverfaries  of  the 
jeiutts,  was  Comptroller  General.  This  was  no 
to  ms  predeeeflor  ;  it  was  even  an  honoura- 

t  "  T’  Wrh‘Ch  tHe  Court  “drived  for  him.  The 
fourm  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  which  had  been 

f  pprdled,  was  re- eftablifhed,  and  a  department  of 

?  the  ,m"ute  P:‘»s  of  the  others  was  formed  for 

.  !‘p- ’  '  tri  ong  adminiflration,  very  analogous  to  his 
trifling  turn  of  mind.  ° 

J  he  choice  of  the  King  opened  the  career  of  am- 
J  ,on  n‘  a-l  tne  Gentlemen,  and  there  was  not  a 
young  Counfellor  of  Inquefts  who  did  not  flatter 

Thi‘ei  }*°*  be  .able.one  day  to  govern  the  State, 
j  ,,ls  delmum  intoxicated  the  Parliament  to  fuch  a 
t^egree,  as  to  make  them  forget  the  favourite  fyltem 
nev  had  conceived,  and  fuddenly  to  lofe  fight  of 
ii  .  tr  oelb  tnterefts.  1  he  Parliaments  of.  the  oro- 
vinces  oad  conducted  themfelves  with  infinitely  more 
propriety  in  the  affair  of  the  imports.  They  had  op. 
foft  ,.  a  courageous  refiftance  to  illegal  proferiptions, 
“nd  braved  tne  menaces  and  the  barbarity  of  feveral 
Commandants  at  the  head  of  thofe  military  expedi¬ 
tions.  Among  thefe,  the  Duke  de  Fita- James  had 
particularly  fignahzed  himfelf  in  Languedoc,  and  had 
carried  the  excels  of  defpotifm  fo  far  as  to  put  the 
members  of  the  Parliament  of  Touloufe  under  an  ar- 
re..  in  their  houfes.  ft  was  upon  this  occafion  that  his 
ton,  naving  met  the  Marquis  de  Royan,  who  had  juft 
aeen  dining  in  a  hotile  where  there  were  feveral  of 

!‘1sVn?  albed  bim,  whether,  fince  thofe  Gentlemen 
had  been  cooped  up,  he  found  them  fitter  ?  No 
wered  he,  drily,  but  they  appeared  very  great  to  me. 

1  'us  vigorous  reply  occasioned  a  due!  between  thefe 
two  Noblemen,  in  which  the  former  was  wounded. 
However  this  may  be,  this  Company  could  not  be 
kept  tor  ever  m  fuch  a  fituation  ;  it  became  neceffary 

to 
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to  reftore  them  to  their  functions  ;  and  their  frft  care 
was  to  iffue  a  warrant  tor  personally  apprehending 
their  tyrant.  But  as  he  was  a  Peer,  who  had  a  right 
to  be  judged  by  his  Peers,  and  as  the  mod;  natural 
and  readied  mode  of  calling  him  up  was  near  the 
perfon  of  the  King,  the  Parliament  ol  Touloufe  re¬ 
ferred  the  whole  proceeding  to  that  of  Paris,  in  order 
that  the  trial  of  the  Duke  de  Fit z- fames  might  he  conti¬ 
nued,  fni/hed,  and  completed .  It  was  impoflible  to 
behave  with  more  moderation  and  attention.  1  he 
Minidets,  however,  -thinking  this  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  of  creating  diiTentiops  among  the  Magidra- 
cy,  advifed  his  Majedy  to  permit  the  Princes,  Dukes, 
and  Peers,  to  go  to  the  Palais ,  to  acknowledge  the 
Parliament  of  the  capital  to  be  eminently  and  folely 
the  efTential  Court  of  Peers  :  and  accordingly,  to 
give  them  to  underhand,  that  the  Magidrates  of  Tou¬ 
loufe  had  incroached  upon  their  rights.  The  vanity 
of  the  Counfellors  oi  Paris,  deduced  or  intoxica’ed 
with  the  perfuafive  words  of  the  Monarch,  made  them 
avail  themfelves  of  fo  precious  an  acknowledgment 
from  him.  Without  any  regard  to  the  fvdem  of 
unity  which  they  had  fo  recently  adopted,  they  an¬ 
nulled  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament  of  Tou¬ 
loufe,  and  declared  that  body  not  competent  to  take 
cognizance  of  an  affair  concerning  a  member  of  the 
Peerage. 

After  this,  by  an  edufion  of  gratitude  for  the  favour 
they  had  received  from  the  Court,  they  had  the  com- 
plaiiance  not  to  follow  up  the  proceedings  againft 
the  Duke  de  Fit z- James,  and  to  fufFer  him  to  enjoy 
his  triumph,  without  even  attainting  him,  as  they  did 
fome  years  after  with  refpedt  to  the  Duke  d’Aiguil- 
lon.  This  attempt  againft  the  rights  of  the  other 
Parliaments,  awakened  their  zeal  :  almoft  all  of  them 
Blued  decrees,  containing  protefes  againft  the  pre- 
tenfion  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris  E  ven  the  latter, 
having  recovered  from  their  firft  enthufiafm,  endea¬ 
voured  to  correct  what  was  alarming  in  their  decision, 
by  acknowledging,  that  their  dignity  of  (ole  and  only 
Court  ot  Peers,  ought  not  to  difTolve  the  fraternity 
between  members  who  all  compofed  one  and  the 

D  5  fame 
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lame  corps.  Senfible  men  laughed  at  this  inconfif- 
tency ,  and  feveral  of  the  Parliaments  were  fo  much 
exal perated  at  it,  that  they  renounced  an  aSTociation, 
which  only  procured  them  the  burden,  without  let- 
ting  them  enjoy  the  honours 

}  he  Magistracy,  having  loft  by  this  want  of 
unity,  a  part  or  the  Strength  they  acquired  for 
ten  or  twelve  years  paid,  their  enemies  redoubled 
tneir  efforts. againft  them,  ft  hey  exaggerated  to  the 
Court  the  incroachments,  the  ufurpations,  which 
they  every  day  made  upon  authority  ;  they  repre- 
fented  them  to  the  people,  as  thinking  of  nothin^ 
but  their  own  grandeur,  and  neglecfting  the  rights 
and  interefts  of  the  nation,  whenever  their  refiftance 
could  call  in  queftion  either  their  liberty  or  their 
prerogatives.  In  a  word,  they  endeavoured  more 
and  more  to  foment  the  difcord  between  the  feveral 
Parliaments,  being  convinced,  that  the  only  method 
to  deftroy  them,  was  to  attack  them  one  after  the 
other.  1  hey  at  length  fucceeded,  by  this  manage¬ 
ment,  but  atter  a  great  deal  of  perfeverance,  a  va¬ 
riety  or  intrigues,  difficulties,  and  commotions:  be¬ 
fore  that  great  event  took  place,  feveral  years  e- 
lapfed,  each  of  them  fertile  in  fabts  worthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  reader. 

Among  the  fatal  confequences  of  the  unfortunate 
war  which  was  juft  concluded,  we  muff  reckon  two 
trials,  which  might  be  called  national  caufes,  and 
which  engaged  for  a  long  while  the  attention  of 
the  public.  That  of  the  Canadians  firft  began. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  war,  the  Government,  fa¬ 
tigued  with  the  murmurs  and  complaints  which 
came  from  all  parts,  in  order  to  quiet  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  the  ferment  occasioned  bv  lo  many  difafters, 
Ioffes,  and  faults,  determined  to  make  an  example. 
But,  too  weak  to  attack  the  abuies  in  their  fource, 
and  to  punifh.  the  great  criminals,  they  fought  for 
vidlims  who  were  not  fo  powerfully  furrounded,  and 
whole  punifhment,  however,  would  be  likely  to 
make  an  impreifion  by  their  polls,  and  by  the  na¬ 
ture  and  number  of  their  crimes.  M.  Berryer,  who 
a&ed  with  the  fame  precautions,  and  who,  naturally 

harfh 
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harfli  and  ill-natured,  was  often  held  back  by  ‘be 
fear  of  doing  an  injury  to  himfelf,  found  every  thing 
that  was  required  in  the  Chiefs  and  Adminiflrators 

of  Canada,  ,  r 

,  Before  the  lofs  of  the  colony,  he  had  olten  re¬ 
ceived  memorials  letting  forth  jfce  deplorable  {fate  it 
was  in  :  44  the  whole  country,  it  was  laid,  4  is  ready 
4<  to  bear  teilimony  ot  the  mal verfations,  which  have 
“  been  and  are  daily  committed  in  it.  You  may 
“  judge  of  them  from  the  large  fup plies  you  have  lent, 

44  and  the  extreme  indigence  we  are  oppreffed  with. 
l<  You  may  judp'C  of  them  from  the  rapid  fortunes 
((  they  have  given  rile  to  ;  iort lines  i ailed  at  the 
44  expence  of  the  Ring  ;  who  has  exnauhcd,  h.s  ccf- 
fers  to  no urifli  us,  and  give  us  ^  ilrength  to  fignt 
44  in  his  caufe,  while  we  are  peiifhmg  wuh^  famine, 
44  and  thefe  men  are  feeding  themfelves  fat  upon 
44  our  Riddance.”  The  Minifler,  abeaoy  enraged 
at  the  enormity  of  the  fums  bis  preoeccflois  ban 
granted,  as  well  as  thofe  which  be ^  was  obliged  to 
remit,  in  fpite  of  his  plan  of  general  ceconomv 
{fill  more  at  the  debts  that  remained  to  b^  pnn  , 
even  after  the  lofs  of  the  colony— and  being  befides 
informed,  beyond  a  poffibility  of  doubt,  to  vdiac 
an  excels  the  evil  had  grown  up,  (for  both  prin¬ 
cipals  and  fubal terns  had  given  him  an  account 
of  them,  in  hopes  of  exculpating  tnenifelves,  and 
fixing  the  blame  upon  others)  oegan  Jz>y  making  a 
diredl  attack  upon  the  Intendant.  ^  f  lus  was  -Vi. 
Bigot,  a  man  of  high  birth,  fon  of  a  Counfelloi ,  w  no 
died  Subdean  of  the  Parliament  of  Bourdeaux,  and 
grandfon  of  the  principal  Reg  liter  of  that  bocy, 
a  near  relation  of  the  Court  de  Marvdle.  1  hat 
Mini  tier  had  given  him  a  place  in  the  civil  de¬ 
partment  of  the  navy,  and  his  younger  ^brother  was 
employed  in  the  military  branch.  I  ne  cloetl, 
after  having  paffed  through  the  fir  ft  places  in  that 
line,  was  appointed  by  the  Count  de  Maurepa^ 
Dirc&ing  CommifTary  at  Louitbourg.  He  was  there 
in  the  year  1745,  when  that  fortrefs  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  was  accufed  at  tnat  time 
of  having  been  in  part  the  caufe  of  the  mutiny  of 
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lhe  garrjfon  ;  who  were  enraged  at  feeing  others  aD~ 
propnatmg  to  themfelves'  the  fruits  of  their  labours 
y  depriving  them  of  the  pay,  which  the  King  al- 
lowed  for  building  and  repairing  the  fortifications, 
-s  tne  complaint,  however,  lay  equally  againil  the 
Governor  and  the  inferior  officers,  who  niuft  there- 
1  osd“  “-ave  hern  included  in  the  procefis- — -as  the  iVli- 
unhr  was  a  mild  man,  an  enemy  to  noife,  and  not 
readv  to  give  into  all  reports— and  likewife  as  there 
would  have  been  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  perhaps 
an  lmpoffiibility ,  to  get  at  proofs  of  a  fadt,  in  which 
J1  t,ie  principal  officers  were  combined  againft  the 
loldiers— in  a  word,  as  the  luftre  of  France  at  that 
time  extmguiflied  even  its  difgraces,  the  accufation 
was  dropt  and  M.  Bigot,  at  the  peace,  was  appoint¬ 
ed  Intendant  of  New  France.  Unfortunately,  he 
acquired  by  impunity  only  more  relolution  to  com¬ 
mit  rmfdemeanours,  in  a  colony,  where,  by  its  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  metropolis— with  which  it  has  not 
anv  communication  during  eight  months  in  the 
vear  a  great  man  has  nece (Tardy  almoft  an  un¬ 
limited  authority.  The  number  of  polls  it  con- 
fiiis  of,  fo  remote  from  each  other,  are  equally 
favourable  to  his  private  fchemes  and  machina¬ 
tions  *  and  that  mercantile  turn,  which  the  office 
ity.li  requires,  increases  of  courfe,  and  may  even 
give  birth  to  rapacioufnefs,  in  a  heart  fufcepiible  of 
that  pnffion.  1  he  exchange  of  various  European 
commodit  es  from  lkdns,  and  other  merchandife,  the 
produce  of  the  country— the  prefents  for  the  favages 
—-the  fubfiftence  of  the  troops  and  inhabitants— all 
which  depends  almoft  entirely  upon  the  Intendant, 
to  whom  the  fupplies  from  Europe  are  consigned* 
fonn  a  detail  lo  complicated,  as  not  to  be  developed* 
by  an  ordinary  man,  and  furnifh  a  nioft  fpecious 
and  advantageous  cloak  to  fraud.  M.  Bigot  had 
availed  himfelf  of  his  opportunities  with  fuch  luc- 
cefs,  tnat  he  was  become  very  rich,  and  with  him 
many  others,  becaufe  this  detention  of  public  money 
(annot  be  effieffed  without  the  co-operation  of 
afliftants,  agents,  and  underftrappers,  who  are  all 
<  qually  abtive,  fometimes  even  more  fo  than  their 

principals, 
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principals.  But  the  principals  are  commonly  the 
obiefts  of  attention  and  complaint.  M.  Bigot  was 
abturd  enough  not  even  to  conceal  his  riches,  and 
to  keep  up  the  mod  fplendid  and  extravagant  ap¬ 
pearance  in  the  midft  of  univerfal  diftrefs.  In  the 
time  of  the  greateft  fcarcity  he  had  a  table  of  twenty 
covers,  a  table  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of 
two  hundred  colonifts.  jVl.  Berryer,  informed  of  the 
luxury  and  prodigality  of  the  Intendant,  had  writ¬ 
ten  to  him  in  thefe  terms  :  “  I  beg  of  you  to  reflett 

“  ferioufly  on  the  matter,  in  which  that  part  of 
<<  the  adminiftration,  which  is  intruded^  to  you, 

“  has  been  conduaed  ;  it  is  of  more  importance 
“  than  you  imagine”  The  hint  was  thrown  away ; 
havingVcaped  a  more  prefling  danger  in  the  affair 
of  Louilbourg,  where  he  was  exprefsly  accufed  by  all 
the  troops  of  the  colony,  he  flattered  himfelf  with 
a  more  eafy  efcape,  at  a  time  when  the  continual 
changes  in  the  Miniftry  were  likely  foori  to  rid  him 
of  fo  troublelome  a  fpy  upon  his  actions.  Add  to 
this,  that,  being  far  richer  than  he  was  before,  he 
had  more  certain  and  more  powerful  means  of  jus¬ 
tification  to  a  corrupt  Court;  and  the  general  con- 
fufion  of  affairs  was  likely  to  caff  fo  thick  a  veil 
over  his  malverfations,  that  he  thought  it  impolfible 
for  any  one  to  betray  him.  Encouraged  by  fuch  a 
number  of  refources,  he  left  Canada,  and,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  menacing  letters  of  the  Minifter,  repair¬ 
ed  to  Verfailles  ;  he  waited  upon  him,  and  demand¬ 
ed  payment  for  bills  of  exchange,  which  he  brought 
with  him,  reprefenting  them  as  the  more  facred,  as 
being  the  produce  of  his  own  appointments,  which 
he  had  laid  out  in  corn  and  provifions  for  the  co¬ 
lony.  Not  daunted  by  the  filence  of  the  Minifler, 
he  produced  part  of  his  wealth  to  public  view  ;  he 
difpofed  of  his  money,  purchafed  lands  and  dif- 
played  his  magnificence  even  at  the  gates  of  Ver¬ 
failles.  In  the  midft  of  this  apparent  fecurity,  the 
detention  of  Cadet,  Commiffarv  General  of  provi- 
fions  in  Canada,  involved  him  ;  on  the  accufation 
of  this  prifoner,  he  was  arrelted,  and  conduced  to 
the  Baftile.  A  month  after,  there  appeared  letters 
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patent,  in  the  preamble  of  which  it  was  fet  forth  • 
^  tnat  me  King  had  been  informed  of  monopolies’ 
„  abl|,es>  V“x«ions,  and  prevarications,  committed’ 
„  .n  No.nh,  American  colonies,  and  particular! v 
in  tnat  of  Canada  from  which  great  injury  had 

;;  r!fen  t0 'hl  fid  and  many  Z7e  in- 

habitants  had  been  ruined;  and  that  thefe  crimes 

^  were  the  mote  deferving  of  punifliment,  as  fome 
of  the  perfons  fufpefted  had  made  ufe  of  the  name 
“  and  authority  of  his  Majefty,  to  effeft  them.’'  After 
this  declaration,  the  King  ordered  a  Committee  of 
the  Chatelet  to  try  the  authors,  occomplices  abet¬ 
tors,  and  perfons  concerned  in  the  faid  crimes 
which  included  upwards  of  fifty  guilty  people  of 
cveiv  ranK,  among  which  w-s  the  Governor  the 
Intendant,.  feventeen  Commandants  of  polls  ’  two 
Commiflaries_  of  the  navy,  one  Counfellor  in  the 
Council  fuperior  of  Quebec,  &c.  In  general,  thefe 
Committees  are  odious  ;  but  they  are  lefs  fo 
when  the  members  of  them  are  chofen  from  anions? 
the  ordinary  Judges.  Befides,  in  a  trial  fo  long,  and 
0  coinp^cated  as  this  was,  it  was  nerefiary  to  en-> 
ueavour  to  abridge  the  judicial  formalities,  a \t 
was  not  poflible  to  interrupt  the  whole  conrfe  of 
jufuce,  for  an  inquiry  which  might  lafi  fome  years, 
file  F refluent  of  this  Committee  was  to  be  iVi  de 
Sartine,  then  Lieutenant  of  Police,  who,  irom  the 
nature  of  his  place,  from  the  fpirit  of  cunning  of 
which  he  was  naturally  pofTeffed,  and  which  he^had 
maniielled  in  a  particular  manner  upon  this  oecafion, 
and  from  the  Several  interrogatories  which  he  had 
already  put  to  the  principal  perfons  accufed,  feemed 
the  one  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Chatelet  the  moft  proper 
for  this  function.  M.  Dupont,  Counfellor  at  the 
Chatelet,  was  the  Recorder;  and  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  find  a  Magiftrate  more  enlightened 
in  fuch  matters,  more  upright,  better  acquainted 
with  forms,  more  poffefficd  of  the  fpirit  of  order, 
detail,  and  chicanery,  necefiary  for  the  purpofe* 
and  eipeciany  endowed  with  a  nmre  indefatigable 
fliare  of  pt^ience.  The  Kings  Attorney  was  not 
fo  much  liked  ;  he  was  mil  of  wit,  but  his  probity 
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,  already  too  much  fufpefted,  appeared  likely 

Jo  give  way  to  a  temptation  too  difficult  tor  him  to 
beMOofedto,  even  had  it  been  more  confirmed  :  he 
had  been  appointed  Attorney  General  of  the  com- 
ha4„n  uPhPe  trying  of  this  caufe,  upon  the  event  ot 

vT  France  Europe,  and  even  America,  were 
r.SiVe  S  ,h,«  The  lenience  did  n„ 

anfwer  to  the  concern  the  public  took ;  K^P°0p 

the  whole  a  reftitut.on  was  ordered  to  .  g 

ft hnnt  twelve  millions  *  1  ne  mdrcjuis  ,  .  ,  . 

n  4  acquitted  of  the  accusation,  and  in  his  own 

tdon  heVl.r.eJ  ii :  but  KU  «*■*,  re" 

fpS  to  hi,  collegtte  the  Intendmt,  whoft 
iP  could  not  be  ignorant  ot,  as  well  as  to  die  otncc 

ore  immediately0  fubjea  to  his  orders  -s  big Ay 

reorehenfible.  M.  Bigot,  the  Intendant— Varin,  Ui 
reeling  Commiffary  at  Montreal— and  breard,  Comp¬ 
troller  of  the  navy  at  Quebec  being  conv. filed  of 
having  tolerater,  encouraged,  and  themfelves  com¬ 
mitted  during  their  adminiftration,  the  abides  .mil- 
demeanors  prevarications,  and  embezzlements  in 
£  par  ofPtinances  mentioned  in  the  trial,  were 
only  punitlied  with  banifliment  j  fome  officers  were 
merely  admonithed,  though  judged  to  have  been 
privy  to  the  robberies  committed  aga.nft  the  King, 

Prd  io  have  partaken  of  them.  But  the  moftaftomth- 
nftanee  was  that  of  M.  Pean  the  1  own  Major, 
who  though  condemned  to  a  reftitution  ot  fix  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  livres  f  .0  the  King  was  not  tbg- 

matized  with  the  fmalleft  mark  of  V  f 

Commiffioners  apologized  for  the  nnldneis  of  their 

fentence,  upon  the  ground  that  there  was 
exiftin-  Which  gave  them  authority  to  pronounce 
fenter.ee  of  death  in  fuch  a  cafe.  Yet  they  might 
at  leatl  have  compared  the  crime  of  the  Canadians 
'with  that  of  domeftic  theft  ;  and  every  one  knows, 
that  a  poor  maid-fervant,  who  ideals  a  napkin  from 
her  miftrefs,  is  hanged  for  it  As  .0  the  red.tut  on 
of  the  twelve  millions  §,  which  was  ordered,  thcie 

*  Five  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

4.  Twenty-five  thoufand  pounds. 

6  Five  hundred  thouland  pounds. 

1  ^ 
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IS  great  reafon  to  think  that  fcarce  any  part  of  it 

rffftrv "r  'nt°  King’S  C°fferS-  CadeC  the  Com! 
miliary  General,  was  to  pay  in  fix  millions  t  for  his 

mnoV  h!  a,de.mand  upon  Government  for 
un  or  eleven  f  To  fettle  the  account,  he  was  rein- 

hated  m  his  office  ;  and  M.  Gerbier,  his  Advocate 

was  tne  perfon  who  profited  moft  by  this  bufinefs  • 

his  tees  amounted  to  three  hundred  thoufand  livres  l 

A  enm  cault,  his  clerk,  had  had  the  precaution  to 

provide  nimfelf  with  a  pretty  wife,  who  had  had  the 

good  fortune  to  make  herfelf  agreeable  to  the  Duke 

, 0  . ’  ^l.e  obtained  for  her  hufband  letters  of 
j  unification,  which  exculpated  him  totally,  and  pre¬ 
served  to  him  the  fraudulent  acquifitions  he  had  been 
force  a  to  give  up.  One  of  Breard’s  fon  afterwards 
married  a  relation  of  this  minifter.  The  Intendant 
only,  who  was  judged  with  fo  much  feverity  was 
one,  who  being  an  old  batchelor,  and  having  neither 
wife  nor  daughter  to  proftitute,  was  therefore  obliged 
to  fubmit  to  his  punifhment,  without  ever  being  able 
to  return  to  France 


The  trial  of  M,  Lally,  which  we  have  already 
announced,  began  latter,  and  laded  longer.  The 
person  accufed  was  much  more  confiderable,  and  his 
accufers  were  not  only  the  public  adminiftration,  but 
all  India^of  which  the  latter  was  only  the  agent. 
j  1  be  bafis  of  the  accufation  was  a  petition 

,  762.*  Prefente^  to  the  King,  by  the  Governor  and 
\  *  the  fuperior  Council  of  Pondicherry,  upon 
their  return,  wherein,  complaining  that  ihey  had 
been  injured  to  excels,  in  their  honour  and  in  their 
reputation,  by  the  imputations  of  M.  de  Lally,  they 
demanded  juitice  from  his  Majefty,  and  a  tribunal 
which  might  render  it  to  them. 

This  petition  was  fupported  by  a  memorial,  tend¬ 
ing  to  prove,  “  That  the  Council,  and  the  unfor- 
“  tunate  colony  of  India,  had  been  cruflied,  from  the 
“  beginning  to  the  end,  by  the  authority  of  a  def- 


t  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 

T  From  four  hundred  thoufand  to  upwards  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 

§  Twelve  thouiand  five  hundred  pounds. 
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potic  matter,  who  had  never  known  the  rules^  of 
prudence,  honour,  nor  even  of  humanity  that 
Count  L.ally  alone  was  accountable  lor  all  the  ui- 
reaion  and  adminiftration  of  the  Company,'  both 
within  and  without,  and  for  all  the  revenues, 
eftates,  and  dependencies  of  which  they  were 
pofleffed  ; —  that'he  was  accountable  for  the  lofs 
of  Pondicherry,  fince  the  town  had  only  fur  re  n- 
dered  for  want  of  provifions,  and  that  he  only  was 
in  pofleflion  of  the  means  to  procure  fome,  namely, 
the  money  to  buv  them,  the  profits  of  the  lands-, 
the  produce  of  the  harved,  and  the  troops  to  pro¬ 
tect  them”  In  a  word,  nine  capital  articles  were 
brought  a  gain  ft,  him  m  this  memorial,  proving,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  accufers,  more  than  incapacity. 

M.  de  Lally,  informed  that  thofe  complaints  were 
attended  to  at  Court,  repaired  to  Fontainebleau..  Fie 
was  told  that  it  was  in  agitation  to  .fend  him  to 
the  Baftile  ;  this  information  did  not  intimidate  him. 
He  wrote  a  ftrong  letter  to  the  Duke  de 
Choifeul,  in  which  he  declared,  tnat  he  lyo?,. 
fubmitted  his  life  and  his  innocence  to  the  .  7 
King.  He  was  arrefted  ;  feveral  months  palled  be¬ 
fore  he  was  interrogated,  and,  if  Madame  de  Pom¬ 
padour,  had  lived,°  he  would  perhaps  have  been 
releafed  frorp  his  prifon  with  glory,  or  at  leak  with 

impunity  #  .  . 

By  a  lingular  incident,  the  affair  was  immediately 
put  into  a  regular  train  of  juftice.  A  Jefuif  tor 
fome  of  them  were  to  be  found  every  where — named 
Father  Lavaut,  dying  at  the  time  of  the  fubverfion 
of  the  Society,  at  the  India  houfe,  where  he  had 
obtained  a  lodging,  as  Miftionary  formerly  in  trie 
fervice  of  the  Company,  the  Parliament  caufed  tne 
feals  to  be  put  upon  his  lodgings.  Among  the  papers 
of  this  apodolic  Pried  w ere  found  near  one  mill  on 
two  hundred  thoufand  livres  *  in  bills,  and  a  me¬ 
morial  againft  Count  Lally.  An  anecdote  curious 
enough,  on  this  lubjedf,  is  mentioned  in  the  pleas 
of  the  Count,  and  deferves  credit,  as  it  is  fupported 


Fifty  thoufaad  pounds. 


by 
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fpyeaaebleftcha°raaerf  *"  ,°f  the  ,noft  re" 

being  a  caml  *  \he  d,fc,Ple  of  Ignatius, 
happen  in  Ft.  US  man’  T  not  knowing  what  might 
whoby  his  y!?e  °n,the,  arrival.  of  ‘he  General, 
his  accufers  had T  m'S  U  Inllm'date>  or  confound 
Which  he  mea„L„raWn/P  tW°  writ.inS°,  either  of 
fiances.  Ahh  '  u  LProduCe»  a.ccord'”g  to  circum- 
in  favour  of  CnT  /le,.was  ,far  trom  being  interefted 
which wafV  TT  thefi>'ftof  Ihefe  writing 

contained VreaFeuir"  7  thfe<f  “/M  mentioned, 

cond  prefemed  S  °Vhf  C°Unr'  '*  he  fe- 

as  the  T»r  •/  d  'he  rever,e  of  the  medal.  As  foon 

of  the  plot  foTme.l  Cd  fx  ^  K°gTeU  and  fucce,a 
burnt  the  aoV  aSainft  th.e  Prlfoner>  he  probably 

Pot  into  the  hf  5  T  T  T1  !he  libel  It  was 
accufed  Count  j  V  °f  ^  A.ttorner  General,  who 

fes  of  auLr'tv  1  d  °f  eX‘°/u-MS’  °PPrefi'10ns>  abu- 
or-ty,  and  even  of  high  treafon.  A  decree 

6  7uby  was  iITued,  which  referred  the  affair 
j763‘  t°  lhe  Chate]eL  fave  under  an  appeal 
waverino-  the,.Court’  U?on  this  the  King,  very 
to  be  mP  aCC0  Jd,n?  t0  cuft0,n>  about  the  proper  flep7 
by  In  a’  Wh°  ,uffered  himfelf  to  be  fwaye^ 

>  i.cumftances,  caufed  fome  letters  patent  to7be 

12  Jan.  expedited,  the  motive  of  which  was  the 
I  764  neceliity  of  tracing  the  misfortunes  in  India 

preamble  Va'-  f°UrCe-  His,  Majefty  htid  in  the 

fented  to  us,  it  has  been  laid,  that  thofe  lofl'es,  f„ 

”  rp  T  ?nd  f  the  ra,.,,e  time  fo  fatal,  had  been 
a  toned  by  depredations,  extortions,  and  em- 

«  I'!cg-  0f  mooey,  it  behoves  our  juftice,  that 
thole  crimes  fhould  be  enquired  into  by  judicial 
proceed, ng,”  Thus,  according  to  the  litiral  ac¬ 
ceptation  o.  ihefe  patents,  the  inquiry  tended  only  to 
■  kover  the  crime  wherever  it  might  exit!:.  It  was 

ae-r!  •  fPecla!ly  againrt  any  particular  perfon 
cultc '>  it  was  to  comprehend  in  general,  all  the 
°  ln!es  emitted  tn  India ,  in  regard  to  the  adminijlration 

*  The  Marquifs  de  Montmorency,  at  prefent  an  officer  in  the 
°i’>  6uard?,  and  who  had  formerly  ferved  in  India. 

and 
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j  1  „f  ,hr  Cnmiianv  whether  before  or  after 

and  the  commerce  of  trie  company,  j 

the  [ending  of  the  troops  commanded  by  Count  la  y .  * 
the jenamg  oj '  r  b]  d  was  the  tribunal  de« 

fite/'o  Se  coin"  of  them.  In  thefe  firil 
feter,  we  may  ftiU  difeover  the  proteftmg  hand 

whfch  fupported  Count  Lally  ;  but  ,»  -he  tecond  we 

r  Korauie  m  tact,  it  exitteu  no 

fee  no  more  or  it,  oecauic, 

longer  *  In  thefe  he  is  indicated  and  nam-  Jn 
ed  as  the  only,  or  at  lead  the  principal 
culorit  ;  the  reft  to  be  taken  notice  of,  Were 
merely  his  accomplices  and  adherents.  Hus  was  an 
eliential  point  gained  by  his  enemies,  who >,  by _  his 
contrivance,  invalidated  the  mfonnation  of  abufes 
made  by  the  General,  and,  from  being  accufed  be¬ 
came  thus  theaccufers.  The  reafon  of  this  was- 
that  they  were  at  liberty  (-that  being  bette  ac¬ 
quainted  than  he,  with  the  life  that  could  be  made 
of  the  enormous  fums  they  had  eit  rer  acquir 
purloined,  they  had  diftributed  their  gold  with  pre- 
Lon  ; — in  a  word,  that  being  united  in  a  powerful 
motive  of  perfonal  defence,  they  formed  n  confede¬ 
racy  not  to  be  deftroyad.  It  cannot,  otherwise  be 1  ac¬ 
counted  for,  that,  among  the  multitude  of  diftron-b 
fervants  of  the  India  Company,  who  moil  ot  them 
returned  immensely  rich,  when  the  ompany  * 
was  ruined— who  were  molt  of  them  indicated  to 
Count  Lally,  at  his  departure,  by  the  admimftration 
in  Europe,  as  prevaricators  in  the  memorial,  contain¬ 
ing  interelting  particulars  upon  the  c  arac  er  an 
qualifications  of  the  feveral  persons,  wit  t  is  re 
quent  claufe  at  the  end  of  each  article,  e  toes  no 
forget  himfelf  there — who  were  moft  o  t  - m  a c  ’ no w 
ledged  tG  be  corrupt — -who  were  informe  again  y 
the"  Chief,  and  denounced  to  that  fame  Company 
for  depredations,  ot  which  the  Count  pretern.  e  le 
had  obtained  proofs: — ’it  cannot  otherwi  e,  et  us 
repeat,  be  accounted  for,  that,  among  this  mu  ti- 
tude,  not  one  man  ot  them  lliould  have  -en  puni  let , 
and  that  the  fword  of  juftice  llio'uld  only  have  fallen 

*  Madame  de  Pompadour  did  not  indeed  die  till  the  15th  of 
April,  but  (he  lingered  for  fix  weeks,  and  no  more  took  the 
fame  interelt  in  attains  as  (he  would  have  done  at  another  time. 
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upon  him .before  whole  arrival  thefe  enormities  ex~ 
them  °  WaS  nt  t0  difcover  and  chaftize 

tus^whlchT  ^l"5  P’  3^ter  !he  enormous  appara- 
r  Don  h  V  retiu,red)  the  Recorder  made 
"s  ’-Porr5  which  was  a  matter-piece  in  the  onimnn 
ot  the  IViagiftrates  who  heard  ft(  but  which ?  T 
ooubtedly,  contained  many  blunders,  to  a  failor  a 

p  ’  ltrf  °r  a  Sf°2raPher.  who  might  read  it.  The 
ecorder  was  M.  I'alqmer,  the  fame  who  had  made 

h"  reP°rt  pe  a!ral'  of  Damiens.  He  was  very 
expert  m  the  labyrinth  and  chicanery  of  the  law 
very  dextrous  and  labile,  and  at  the  fame  ti«,e 

Wolcnt  °iJrah,|  “bjea  \°  P/eJudices’  hoadftrong', 
violent,  and  choleric,  and  of  a  difpofitlon  totally 

op  polite  to  the  phlematic  and  difpaffionate  turn  of  the, 

Recorder  ot  the  Canadians.  M,  de  Lally  had  molt 

tne  fame  faults,  which  occasioned  many  warm 

contefts  between  thefe  two  perfons  in  the  interroaa- 

tones  Among  men  of  fuch  a  caft,  the  refult  is  fre- 

•piently  a  leaven,  which  ferments  in  fecrer,  and 

vv.iich  makes  them  very  dangerous  when  they  are 

•iuCp  J  and  infinitely  more  fo,  if,  when  charged 

with  the  developement  of  lo  intricate  an  affair  iheir 

report  is  not  direfled  by  the  moft  precife  impartiality. 

M.  raiquier  has  been  reproached  with  this  *  This 

Counfellor,  however,  could  not  produce  any  crime 

juinciently  pofitive,  especially  upon  the  matter  of 

high  treafon,  to  fubjea  the  acciifed  to  the  pain  of 

cleat1'  by  adhering  to  the  letter  of  the  law.  But  he 

represented  to  the  Judges,  that  in  a  trial  of  this 

nature,  befide  the  ordinary  courfe  of  juftice,  which 

oug1  t  not  to  be  of  their  competency,  they  muft  raife 

themi elves  above  the  law,  enter  into  the  fpirit  of  the 

legislator,  and,  pronouncing  according  to  the  great 

views  of  Adminiftration,  make  a  linking  example  of 

an  illuftrious  criminal  His  colleagues,  inflamed  by 

his  difcourle,  became  fanguinary,  and  Count  Lally 

was  condemned  to  be  beheaded.  The  manner  in 

*  See  the  manufeript  memorial  of  the  Count  de  Tollendal, 
natural  fon  of  Count  LaDv.  * 

J 
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which  he  had  been  interrogated  ought  to  g  M 
have  prepared  him  tor  this  intelligence  :  ,-66. 

flript  of  his  Grand  Crols,  of  his  Riband, 
and  placed  upon  the  (tool,  it  followed,  that  the  len¬ 
ience  of  the  Judges  tended  at  lealt  to  corpora  punish¬ 
ment.  He  could  not  bear  up  againft  this  decree  ot 
infamy :  covered  with  fourteen  tears,  how  hard  was 
his  deftiny,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  executioner  ! 
When  the  fentence  was  read  to  him,  at  the  chapel 
of  the  prifon,  not  being  able  to. contain  himfelt  tor 
he  uttered  the  molf  horrid  imprecations  againR 
heaven  and  earth,  againft  his  Judges,  and  efpecially 
againft  his  Recorder,  1  hen,  a  {fuming  to  appeal ance 
ientiments  of  rcfignation,  he  defired  that  he  might  be 
allowed  to  pray,  and  in  this  interval,  with  the  L^ip 
of  a  point  of  a  compafs,  which  he  had  concealed 
in  his  great  coat,  he  attempted  to  reacn  ms  heart* 
He  was  prevented,  and  deprived  or  the  means  ot 
executing  his  proje£t,  which,  at  any  rate,  was  not 
certainly  well  formed,  for  othsrwife  he  would  have 
taken  a' more  effeaual  method.  However  this  may 
be,  the  cuftom  is,  that  as  ioon  as  a  criminal  has 
heard  his  fentence,  he  remains  from  that  time  in  the 
polfefTion  of  the  executioner,  who  is  perfonally  re- 
fponiible  for  him. 

The  King,  previoufly  informed  of  the  fate  of  Count 
La  lip,  had  acquainted  the  Firft  Prefident  that  the 
Parliament  might  proceed  as  they  pleafed  ;  that 
he  was  not  inclined  to  grant  any  pardon  ;  and  that, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  kind  of  folicitation,  he  was 
going  to  {hut  himfelf  up  at  Choify,  where  accefs 
would  be  denied  to  every  one.  He  had  recom¬ 
mended,  however,  that  while  juftice  was  to  be  fa- 
tisfied,  every  refpedt  fhould  be  paid  to  the  criminal, 
confident  with  his  punifhment.  Accordingly,  it  had 
been  agreed  upon,  that  M.  de  Lally,  remaining 
under  the  guard  of  the  prifon,  fhould  get  into  his 
coach  at  night,  with  the  Confeflor,  accompanied  by 
an  officer  in  a  tradefman’s  drefs,  and  his  valet  de 
chambre  ;  and  that  the  executioner  fhould  only  at¬ 
tend  at  the  fcaffoid  to  do  his  bufinefs.  M.  Palquier 
had  oppofed,  with  all  his  power,  this  mitigation  ;  he 

had 
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had  objected,  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  death  was  no¬ 
thing  ;  that  it  is  the  infamous  apparatus  attending 
it,  which  conditutes  all  the  horror  of  it,  fuch  as  the 
irons,  the  fledge,  and  the  executioner.  He  gave  this 
opinion  again,  upon  the  occafion  of  Count  Lally’s 
defign  to  efcape  the  execution  of  his  fentence.  A  cou¬ 
rier  was  difpatched  to  Choify,  and  the  anfwer  re¬ 
turned  was,  that  the  Judges  were  to  do  as  they 
plealed.  T.  he  executioner,  therefore,  took  pcfTef- 
Ton  of  his  prey,  bound  his  hands,  and,  under  pre¬ 
tence  that  the  Negroes  had  the  dexterity  to  ftrangle 
themfelves  with  their  tongues,  and  that  M.  de  Lally 
might  poffibly  have  learnt  this  art  in  his  travels,  he 
propofed  putting  a  gag  into  his  mouth,  to  prevent  it  ; 
the  Recorder  eagerly  adopted  this  propofal,  more 
especially  as  it  would  fpare  him  from  hearing  a  great 
deal  of  abufe,  which  the  enraged  Count  would  then, 
in  vain,  attempt  to  utter 

It  was  with  this  apparatus,  and  upon  the  carriage 
ufed  for  the  vileft  wretches,  that  M.  de  Lally  was 
conducted  to  the  gallows,  through  an  immenfe 
crowd,  not  only  of  the  mob  and  ot  trades-people, 
but  alfo  of  all  the  military  men,  and  all  the  Court, 
At  the  foot  of  the  fcaffold  his  gag  was  taken  out. 
Many  perfons  expected  to  hear  him  make  an  ha¬ 
rangue  :  he  relumed  his  firmnefs,  afcended  the  fcaf- 
told  quietly,  and  received  the  fatal  ftroke  without 
faying  a  word. 

The  public,  always  troublefome,  and  always  diffa- 
tisfied — by  whom,  however  right  one  may  a<5t,  one 
mult  expedl  to  be  criticized — lo  greedy  of  executions, 
and  fo  open  to  blind  commiferation — who  had  found 
the  fentence  of  the  Canadians  too  mild — foon  found 
that  of  Count  Lally  too  fevere  This  was,  becaufe 
they  only  read  in  the  decree  thefe  words  ;  for  the 
cafes  refulting  from  the  trial ;  a  vague  declaration, 
which  Courts  of  |uftice  pretend  to  have  a  right  to 
*  ufe,  and  which  may  cover  a  great  many  blunders, 
abufes,  injuftices,  and  enormities  ;  a  form  which 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  on  the  part  of  a  terrible 
tribunal,  the  lead  afts  of  which  ought  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  folely  by  the  law,  and  under  cover  of  which 

it 
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it  might  exert  itfelf  equally  againft  innocence  as  a- 
gainlt  guilt.  However  this  may  be,  at  the  very  inftarit 
of  Count  Lally’s  execution,  there  was  an  avenger  of 
his  memory  riling  up  incur  colleges  His  natural  ion, 
fince  known  by  the  name  of  Count  I  ollendal,  re- 
folved  from  that  time  to  juftiiy  his  lather  ;  and  has 
not  pa  {Ted  a  moment  fince  without  being  engaged  in 
this  purluit.  Endowed  with  every  talent  ot  nature 
and  art,  in  dead  of  attending  to  the  frivolous  amufe- 
ments  of  his  youth;  he  has  applied  himfelf  to  the 
ftudy  of  the  feveral  criminal  codes  of  Europe  ;  he 
has  not  been  fatisfied  with  thefe  immenfe  prepara¬ 
tions,  he  has  gained  accefs  even  10  the  throne  ;  and 
the  late  Km?,  who  had  been  inexorable  to  the  fa- 
ther,  had  buffered  hi  ml  elf  to  be  moved  by  the  fon, 
and,  befides  the  pecuniary  benefits  he  had  bellowed 
upon  him,  had  turnilhed  him  with  the  means  of 
pleading  his  caufe  with  advantage  before  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  by  fupplying  him  with  fome  lecret  papers,  which 
he  could  not  have  got  otherwife.  With  thefe  affift- 
ances,  and  a  frill  ftronger  protection  he  has  met  with 
from  the  reigning  Monarch,  and  elpecially  from  his 
auguft  confort,  he  has  fucceeded  in  caufing  the  de¬ 
cree  of  Parliament  to  be  cancelled  ;  and  it  has  been 
referred  to  the  Parliament  of  Rouen,  to  examine 
fully  into  the  affair. 

We  know  not  what  •  will  be  the  decifion  of  that 
Court  ;  whofe  decree,  like  lo  many  others,  may  pof- 
fibly  be  the  refult  of  unremitted  importunity,  and  of 
the  fignal  favour  which  Count  T ollendal  enjoys. 
But,  after  having  expofed  every  thing  that  has  been 
faid  againft  the  Recorder  and  the  judges,  our  im¬ 
partiality  obliges  us  to  acknowledge,  it  is  highly 
improbable,  that  a  man  of  fuch  rank,  unanimoufly 
condemned  by  forty  magiftrates  *,  fliould  not  have 

*  One  of  them  only,  M.  Mayneaud,  was  of  a  different  opi¬ 
nion,  but  more  fevere.  He  faid,  that  from  M.  Pafquier’s  report, 
he  faw  clearly,  that  Count  Lally,  during  the  thirty-two  months  he 
had  pafTed  in  India,  had  exercifed  his  authority  with  no  other 
view  but  to  bring  fufferings  upon  all  thoie  who  were  under  his 
command  or  protection  ;  that  he  was  accordingly  inclined  for  a 
punifhment  that  fliould  laft  as  long;  but  as  there  was  none,  he 
gave  his  opinion  for  that  which  would  laft  the  longeft,  which 
was  breaking  in  upon  the  wheel. 


been 
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trfn n ^  *  t!iat  the  cll^Pr^  perfifting  in  objecting 
oa.I  the  wuneHes  as  rogues,  or  perfons  interefted 

-  ending  hini  guilty,  M.  Pafquier  had  offered  him 
o  procure  evidence  on  his  part,  whether  people  of 
the  kingdom  or  foreigners  ;  that  he  had  affured  him 
Government  would  fend  for  them  from  any  part 
wherever  they  might  be,  but  that  M.  de  Lai  I  y  had 
<- on^antly  refufed  giving  in  anv  lid,  under  pretence 
that  he  md  not  know  any,  and  that  he  had  feen  in 

fndia  none  but  rogues  or  villains  fit  for  the  rack  ; _ _ 

tnat,  tar  from  M.  de  Rally  being  afiaflinated  without 
i  s  0^1  ng  heard,  he  had  undergone  an  interrogatory 
nt  coherent  times,  which,  though  it  fhould  not  laft 
Jonger  than  thirty  hours,  had  taken  up  one  hundred 
and  fifreen,  during  which  time  he  had  leifure  fuffi- 
cient  to  draw  up  his  anfwers,  inafmuch  as  there  was 

one  of  thefe  anfwers  which  had  lahed  three  hours; _ 

in  a  word,  that  the  record,  taken  in  three  different 
points  of  view,  had.  at  fir  ft,  been  fimply  that  of  an 
hihorian  relating  facts; — that  afterwards,  refuming 
thefe  faffs,  M.  Pafquier  had  connected  the  depofi- 
tions  relative  to  them  ; — and  that,  taking  them  up  a- 
gain  for  a  third  time,  he  had  compofed  the  whole  re¬ 
port,  from  which  either  the  conviftion  or  the  exculpa¬ 
tion  of  the  culprit  was  to  enfue  ; — that,  during  the 
numerous  fittings  which  this  report  had  taken  up,  it 
had  been  done  fo  clearly,  that  M.  Pafquier  had  not 
been  once  interrupted ; — that  his  conclufion  had 
been,  that  fuppofmg  M  de  Lally  to  be  a  man  of 
underftanding,  as  he  had  always  been  reckoned 
by  thole  who  had  known  him,  his  conduct  was 
perfectly  evident  ; — he  was  undoubtedly  convifted, 
from  the  moment  he  had  fet  out,  till  the  furrender 
of  Pondicherry,  of  having  formed  and  executed  his 
plan  of  fatiating  h  is  ambition,  his  avarice,  and  his 

Z'  *  t  -  ^  ' 

ipirit  of  revenge,  at  any  rate  whatfoever,  even  by 
betraying  the  interefts  of  the  King,  the  State,  ar/d 
the  Company  : — that  otherwife  he  ought  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  greateft  idiot  among  mankind,  but 
yet  black,  wicked,  atrocious,  and  guilty  of  an  infinite 
numb  of  particular  enormities,  the  leaft  of  which 
would  if  ill  deferve  the  notice  of  iuftice. 

Ihe 
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The  only  plaufible  objedion  that  prefents  itfelf 
at  firit  fight,  is,  that  a  trial  of  this  nature  belonged 
to  a  Court  Martial.  In  the  firit  place,  the  blame  of 
this  mult  be  laid  upon  Government,  fince  the  Par¬ 
liament  only  tried  Count  Lally  by  cominiffion  But 
would  there  be,  in  reality,  any  good  foundation  for 
this  report  ?  1  he  molt  that  can  be  faid,  is,  that  if. 
would  have  been  proper  to  collect  a  kind  of  mixt 
tribunal,  becaufe  the  heads  of  accufation,  while 
they  prefented  fome  offences  which  feemed  to  be 
military,  prefented  llill  more  that  were  of  the  com¬ 
petency  of  ordinary  judges  ;  and  becaufe  M.  de 
Lally  was  invefted  with  the  three  powers  colledi vely 
in  India,  by  being  at  the  head  of  the  army,  of  j u f- 
tice,  and  of  finance  In  a  word,  let  us  confider 
what  the  fentence  fays.  It  declares  him  duly  at¬ 
tainted  and  convicted  of  having  betrayed  the  inte¬ 
rmits  of  the  King,  of  his  fituation,  and  of  the  India- 
Company— of  abufe  of  authority — of  vexations  and 
exactions  towards  the  fubjeds  of  the  King,  and  fo¬ 
reigners,  inhabitants  of  Pondicherry.  It  muft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  the  Magiftrates  have,  at  lead,  ta¬ 
ken  the  precaution  to  prefeni  the  fentence  under  an 
afped,  which  feems  to  inew  that  they  have  not  ex¬ 
ceeded  the  limits  of  their  jurifdidion.  But  the  per- 
fon  who  has  mod  feverely  judged  M.de  Lally,  if  v/e 
may  be  allowed  to  fay  fo,  is  he  who  has  firit  ventured 
to  defend  him,  both  in  public,  and  in  his  writings  ; 
it  is  M  de  Voltaire,  whole  bon  mot  is  quoted  upon 
this  occafion  with  fo  much  fatisfadion  :  He  is  a  man, 
faid  he,  upon  whom  every  man  had  a  right  to  lay  his 
hands ,  except  the  executioner .  A  bon  mot  more  Me  cions 
thanfolid.  In  fad,  does  it  mean  that  M.de  Lally 
was  guilty  of  all  enormities,  except  tbofe  crimes 
that  are  punifhed  by  the  law?  This  would  only  be 
a  fatire  upon  our  legislation,  too  exaggerated  and  too 
ridiculous  to  deferve  any  credit,  or  to  make  any  im- 
preffion.  We  muft  therefore  confine  ourfelvcsto  the 
true  and  natural  meaning  ;  and,  as  in  France,  and  in 
every  poliflied  State,  no  one  can  do  jullice  to  him- 
felf,  it  is  therefore  our  laft  decifion,  that  Count  Lally 
fhould  have  loll  his  life  under  the  hands  of  the  exe¬ 
cutioner,  and  of  the  executioner  alon* 

Vol.  IV.  E  '  While 
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While  this  trial,  and  that  of  the  Canadians,  were 
topxs  of  converfation — which  perpetuated  too  long 
the  memory  ol  a  difaftrous  war — the  Duke  de  Choi- 
feul  was  endeavouring  to  efface  it  by  the  advantages 
of:  peace.  Without  having  the  title  of  Prime  Mi- 
n i ft e r ,  he  exercifed,  as  Cardinal  Fleuri  had  done,  all 
the  authority  of  it,  fince  he  had  the  foie  management 
ol  the  three  mod  important  departments  ;  for  we 
have  obferved  that  the  Duke  de  Prafiin*  was  no  more, 
if  we  may  be  allowed  the  expreftion,  than  a  puppet 
in  politics,  whom  his  couftn  placed,  put  in  motion, 
and  removed  at  pleafure  5  fill  the  period  of  Madame 
de  Pompadour’s  death,  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  had 
only  governed  the  King  fecondarily  ;  but  then  he 
ruled  over  him  entirely.  His  find  attention  had  been 
to  gain  the  confidence  ol  his  Sovereign,  bv  deliver¬ 
ing  his  Majefty  Irom  every  apprehenfion  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  rupture,  which  the  murmurs  of  the  dif- 
i'atisfied  Englifh  nation  might  occafion  This  was 
the  circumftance  which  Lewis  XV.  mod  dreaded, 
who,  tired  to  excefs  with  the  war,  would  have  fa- 
crificed  half  of  his  kingdom  to  hear  no  more  of  it. 
In  order  to  compa's  this,  and  to  quiet  the  Monarch 
more  erfedluaiiy,  the  Minifter  employed  all  the  re- 
fources  of  his  genius,  turned  to  intrigue,  or  rather 
to  low  cunning.  Whenever  he  found  out  a  man  fit 
for  his  purpoie,  he  gave  him  a  rank,  and  Pent  him, 
either  to  London,  or  to  America,  or  to  the  Englifti 
fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  d  hefe  fabricators  of 
deceit,  directed  by  his  impulfe,  fomented,  on  one 
hand,  the  divifions  excited  by  Wilkes,  and  on  the 
other,  the  difputes  betv/een  the  colonies  and  the 
mother-country  ;  in  a  word,  they  contrived  to  raife 
up  in  Afia,  againtl  the  rivals  of  France,  a  formida¬ 
ble  enemy  in  the  perfon  of  Heyder-Al ly-Kaun.  At 
the  fame  time  the  Duke  was  employed  in  (Lengthen¬ 
ing  the  union  of  the  Family-Compact  between  Spain 
ami  the  feveral  branches  of  the  Idoufe  of  Bourbon. 
He  confoled  his  Catholic  Majefty  with  the  hopes  of 

*  , 

*  Count  Choifeul,  had  been  created  Duke  de  P  aflin  by  the 

King,  on  the  ift  of  November,  i  j6%.  He  was  admitted  into 
the  Parliament,  as  Ddke  and  Peer,  on  the  zeth  December  fol¬ 
lowing. 

a  re- 
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a  revenge,  which  would  be  the  more  certain,  as  It 
was  more  (low  and  better  combined.  Accordingly 
he  kept  upon  good  terms  with  the  Count  of  Aranda 
that  celebrated  Prefident  ot  the  Council  of  Caltille* 
the  Choifeul  of  Madrid  ;  he  urged  him  to  enlighten 
his  nation,  to  break  the  yoke  of  fuperftition  and  fa¬ 
naticism,  to  expel  the  Jefuits,  to  aboliih  the  execra¬ 
ble  tribunal  of  the  lnquifition,  to  reftore  the  navy 
to  make  commerce  flourifih,  bv  freeing  it  from  its 
fhackles,  and  to  loften  and  poliili  the  manners  of  the 
Spaniards  by  arts  and  literature 

He  did  not,  at  the  fame  time,  lore  fight  of  another 
alliance,  more  recent,  but  more  difficult  to  preferve, 
that  ot  the  Houle  of  Aufiria.  His  attachment  to 
tlm  auguft  Houfe,  and  the  confidence  they  repofed 
in  him,  removed  many  obstacles  which  were  continu¬ 
ally  rifing.  T  he  prolpedt,  though  diifant,  of  an 
Arch-Dutchefs  leated  upon  the  throne  of  Prance 
was  the  charm  he  employed  to  induce  the  Cabinet 
of  Vienna  to  give  a  new  turn  to  their  politics.  With 
the  apprehenfions  of  this  union,  he  confined  the  ac¬ 
tivity  of  the  King  of  Pruffia,  that  ally  fo  ufeful  to 
England,  by  his  powerful  diverfions.  He  did  not 
flatter  himfelf  that  he  ftiould  be  able  to  ditto! ve  the 
friendfhip  eftablifhed-  between  the  Courts  of  London 
and  Peterfburg  :  .  but  he  endeavoured  to  make  it  ufe- 
lefs,  by  employing  the  Emprefs  in  quieting  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Poland,  the  troubles  of  which  he  fecretly 
encouraged  ;  and  keeping  up  her  apprehenfions  of 
a  war  with  Turkey,  which  was  alfo  the  refult  of  the 
artful  infinuations  he  ordered  (o  be  fuggefted  to  the 
Divan,  by  the  Ambaffador  of  France.  *1  he  Czarina 
was  not  the  dupe  ot  his  intrigues,  nor  even  of  a  for. 
rnal  and  gracious  conceifion,  which  ihe  had  much  at 
hearty  according  to  which,  having  made  a  declara¬ 
tion,  m  form  ot  a  reverfal,  that  the  Imperial  title 
mould  not  make  any  alteration  in  the  ceremonial 
Uyed  between  the  Courts  ot  France  and  Rufha,  the 
King  granted  publicly  to  that  Princefs  the  Imperial 
title,  and  acknowledged  it  in  her  as  attached  to  her 
throne.  She  had  a  natural  antipathy  againfl:  this  Mi¬ 
nuter,  and  detefied  him  full  more,  fince  fhe  had 

^  2  learnt, 
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learnt,  that  he  had  caufed  one  of  his  emiffiaries*, 
with  which  he  overran  all  foreign  Courts,  to  draw 
up  a  circumftantial  account  of  the  revolution  which 
had  placed  her  upon  the  Imperial  throne — an  ac¬ 
count,  the  publication  of  which  flie  dreaded.  As 
lor  the  reft,  as  it  was  impoffible  intirely  to  defrroy 
a  plot  fo  well  formed,  fhe  contented  herfelf  with 
calling  a  ridicule  upon  the  vaft  pretenfions  of  this 
turbulent  negotiator,  by  calling  him,  7  he  Prompter 
of  Ma flap  ha  the  Coachman  of  Europe. 

While  he  thus  lecured  the  tranquillity  of  France 
abroad,  by  the  troubles  he  excited  in  other  king¬ 
doms,  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  was  endeavouring  to 
indemnify  her  for  her  lolles,  and  to  improve  her  a.c- 
quifitions,  or  to  gain  others  ;  he  alfo  was  engaged 
in  putting  the  interior  part  of  the  kingdom  in  a  Hate 
to  recommence  the  war  with  greater  advantage, 
when  circumftances  mould  either  require  or  admit  of 
it.  He  difplaved  unon  this  point  a  fpirit  of  fyftem 
little  calculated  to  make  his  project  fucceed,  but 
very  ufeful  in  forming  creatures  to  himfelf.  After 


25  Nov. 


having  executed,  in  this  military  de- 


j  ^  partment,  the  fir  ft  retermation  which  is 
'  *  indifpenfably  neceffiary  at  peace—  as 

much,  not  to  alarm  the  neighbouring  pov/ers,  by 
armies  that  are  more  numerous  than  are  required  in 
times  of  tranquility,  as  to  fulfil  the  objedt  of  (Eco¬ 
nomy  in  the  expences,  which  it  was  impoffible  to 
fupport  upon  the  fame  footing— he  gave  out  his 
jy  grand  ordonnance,  which  has  been  fo  much 
'  cenfured,  and  which  was,  as  it  were,  the 
1  iJ'  fignal  of  all  the  confulions  fince  occafioned 
mqpg  the  troops. 

By  this  ordonnance,  the  King  reduced  his  infantry 
fo  nineteen  regiments  of  four  battalions,  twenty-two 
of  two  battalions,  and  fix  of  one  battalion.  He  or¬ 
dered  that  all  the  regiments  in  future  fhould  bear 
the  name  of  fome  of  the  provinces,  in  order  the  bet¬ 
ter  to  preferve  the  memory  of  their  actions.  He  re- 
ferved  to  himfelf,  in  future,  the  appointment  of  the 


. 


*  M.  de  Rulhieres. 


Lieutenant 


•  >, 


Lieutenant  Colonels  and  Majors  ;  created  a  military 
chelf  and  a  payjnafter  to  each  regiment  ;  fixed  the 
engagement  of  the  foldiers  to  eight  years  inltead  of 
fix  ;  and  granted  half  a  year’s  pay  and  a  luit  of 
cloaths  to  thofe  who  jliould  not  retire  till  they  had 
ferved  the  time  of  two  engagements  ;  and  a  whole 
year’s  pay  to  thofe  who  ihould  have  ferved  three, 
with  p er million  to  carry  it  away  with  them  to  their 
own  homes,  or  to  be  admitted  among  the  invalids. 
He  increafed  the  appointments  of  the  officers,  efpe* 
cially  in  time  of  war;  took  upon  himfeif  the  re¬ 
cruiting  and  the  accoutrements,  which  the  Captains 
were  formerly  obliged  to  ‘furnifh  ;  and,  in  a  word, 
ordered  that  all  the  regiments  of  french  infantry 
iliould  be  cloathed  in  white,  except  that  of  the  Lor¬ 
raine  guards. 

d  he  fpirit  of  this  ordonnance  was,  to  have  old 
foldiers  and  young  officers.  '1  he  former,  as  being 
more  fupple  to  diicipline  ;  the  latter,  as  being  more 
zealous  to  maintain  it.  But  the  inconvenience  at¬ 
tending  it  was,  on  the  one  hand,  to  increafe  the  de- 
fertions,  and  to  burthen  the  State  with  an  expence 
which  it  could  not  fupport  ;  and  on  the  other,  to 
extinguifh  emulation,  to-difcourage  the  old  officers, 
and  to  open  the  door  to  favour,  already  of  fo  great 
influence  under  the  f  rench  Government.  With  re- 
fpedl  to  the  recruits,  the  new  mode  prevented  many 
abufes  and  rogueries  ;  it  maintained  the  complete 
edablifhrnent,  as  much  as  was  thought  neceflary, 
but  it  encouraged  the  negligence  of  the  Captains, 
ana  brought  enormous  expences  upon  the  King 

d  his  ordonnance  was  followed  by  others,  the  mod: 
important  of  which  were  thofe  that  reduced  the  ca¬ 
valry  to  thirty  regiments,  excluiive  of  the  C  arabineers, 
the  dragoons  to  eleven,  and  the  light  troops  to  four 
legions:  namely,  the  Royal  Legion,  the  , 

Legions  of  Flanders,  Hainault,  and  Con-  1  ?  ^  arch 
flans ;  befides  the  regiments  of  volunteers  1  7  3  * 
of  Clermont  and  Soubife.  d  hefe  two  lad:  corps  were 
fince  eredied  into  legions. 

d  he  corps  of  Grenadiers  of  France,  com¬ 
posed  of  the  companies  of  reformed  grena¬ 
diers,  far  from  experiencing  anv  diminu- 
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l!orb  received  additional  ludre,  becaufe  it  was  com¬ 
manded  by  Count  Stainville,  brother  to  the  Minider. 
It  was  edabl iflred  upon  the  footing  cf  four  brigades, 
each  brigade  confiding  of  twelve  companies,  each 
raued  from  forty-five  to  fifty-two  men. 

As  it  was  particularly  '  againd  the  Englidi  that 
r  ranee  feemed  to  be  obliged  to  prepare  herfelf  to 
fght  in  future,  that  is  to  lay  for  wars  beyond  fea, 
the  Duke  ot  Choiteul  had  been  fenfible  of  the  necef- 
Ety  of  accudoniing  the  troops  to  thefe  tranfmigra- 
^  ffecy  t*0115*  Accordingly,  in  fuppreffing  the  hun- 
i^6i  '  cIire<^  *ree  companies  of  marines,  he  had  in¬ 
corporated.  them’ with  the  regiments  dedi- 
ned  to  ierve  equally  upon  land  and  in  the  colonics, 
and  he  fince  increafed  the  number  of  them  in  the 
lame  view.  His  department  of  the  navy  was  that 
which  he  chiefly  attended  to.  To  extinguilh,  if 
pomble,  the  generation  of  officers  of  this  corps,  who 
had  conduced  themfelves  fo  ill  in  the  lad  war,  he 
he  d  made  a  confiderable  reform  among  them,  which 
was  an  unprecedented  ilep,  and  flruck 
them  with  terror  He  kept  the  bed  and 
younged  officers,  or  thofe  who  gave  the 
greated  hopes,  and  promoted  them.  In  order  to  de- 
droy  the  mercantile  fpirit,  which  had  been  fo  long 
rooted  among  them,  he  increafed  their  appointments, 
tn  hopes  of  enabling  them  to  fupport  themfelves  in  a 
proper  manner,  without  being  diverted  from  the  fer- 
vice  by  views  of  intered  ;  and  although  the  civil  de¬ 
partment  of  the  navy  was  the  mod  necedary  in  time 
of  peace,  and  efpeciallv  at  (his  period,  when  the 
Council  were  endeavouring  to  give  new  vigour  to 
the  labours  of  the  port^,  he  publifhed,  a  few  days 
after,  a  fimilar  reform  in  this  department,  in  order 
to  increafe,  from  the  produce  of  this  having,  the  ap¬ 
pointments  of  the  military  branch. 

We  have  feen  how  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  by  ex¬ 
citing  the  zeal  of  different  corporations,  and  even  of 
rich  individuals,  had  received  fubferiptions,  which, 
when  turned  to  account,  were  to  form  a  powerful 
navy.  He  had  very  recently  obtained  a  million  * 
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from  the  Clergy  for  the  fame  purpofe.  1  he  only 
bulinefs  remaining  was  to  fupply  the  departments 
with  materials  proper  for  building  the  fhips.  T.  here 
is  a  great  quantity  of  wood  of  this  kind  in  France, 
but  which  could  not  then  be  made  uie  of,  becaufe 
there  was  no  method  contrived  tor  removing  it. 
Among  this  number  were  the  fore  lbs  of  the  valley  of 
Gafpe  in  Bearn  ;  which  abound  in  (lately  trees  ot 
the  fin  eft  growth  ;  the  JV'linifter  cauied  them  to  be 
cut  down,  and  ma'de  the  river  Galpe  navigable 
throughout  the  courfe  of  four-and- twenty  leagues, 
which  was  neceftary  for  conveying  them,  rf  he  fir  ft 
convoy  of  mails  arrived  at  Bayonne  upon  this  river, 
conducted  by  M.  d’Eligny,  Intendant  of  the  province, 
under  whole  direction,  all  the  oblacles  that  had 
hitherto  been  thought  invincible,  were  furmounted. 
1  his  convoy  was  received  into  the  city  with  the  fir¬ 
ing  of  the  guns,  and  the  acclamations  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  :  it  was  a  real  triumph  for  the  Commiffioner, 
who  had  been  intruded  with  this  bufmefs,  and  who 
was  one  of  the  mol  able  that  has  appeared  under 
the  reign  of  Lewis  XV.  truly  a  man  of  genius  ar  d 
underlanding. 

By  fupplying  the  ports  anew  with  fhips,  and  bv 
filling  the  magazines  with  rigging,  with  every  kind 
ot  tackle,  and  with  naval  lores,  the  Duke  de  Choi- 
(eul  was  very  fenfible  that  he  fhould  work  only  for 
the  benefit  of  the  enemies  of  France,  unlefs  he  new 
moulded  the  conlitution  of  the  navy  ;  a  eonlitution 
radically  defective,  the  principle  of  all  the  repeated 
and  continual  defeats  in  this  branch  during  the  laft 
war,  and  which  had  compelled  us  to  fue  for  peace, 
and  to  accept  it  upon  the  mol  humiliating  terms, 
i  his  objedt  had  employed  the  Duke’s  thoughts  ;  he 
had  reflected  and  conlulted  upon  it  and  he  had  per¬ 
ceived  that  the  only  remedy  was  the  total  'uppreffion 
cl  the  military  branch  of  the  navy,  and  its  re  ela- 
bliliment  upon  a  different  footing.  Fie  was  already 
at  work  upon  this  ;  he  thought  ol  opening  the  door 
to  merit,  and  of  compofing  this  corps  indiscriminately 
from  all  the  feamen  who  had  acquired  any  reputa¬ 
tion  in  the  laft  war  ;  which  would  have  made  it 
'  E  4  abound 


So  ti-ie  private  life 

abound  more  with  officers  of  the  India  Company,  of 
privateers,  and  even  of  merchantmen,  than  with 
officers  preferved  from  the  Royal  navy,  fie  did  not 
think  it  neceffary  to  make  a  fecret  of  an  operation  fo 
advantageous  to  the  State,  and  fo  glorious  to  the 
Monarch  ;  but  he  was  midaking  ;  he  was  ioon  at¬ 
tacked  by  all  the  higher  Nobility,  alarmed  at  the 
opprobrium  which  was  going  to  be  call:  upon  them, 
by  the  degradation  of  lo  many  individuals  belonging 
to  their  body  ;  whereas  the  point  ot  honour,  properly 
under  flood,  ought  to  have  induced  them  to  folicit  the 
bit  million  ol  officers  unworthy  of  belonging  to  them. 
'I  he  whole  Court  was  in  agitation,  and  this  'Miniiler, 
who  was  all-powerful  in  doing  mifchief,  was  not  fuf- 
fciently  lo  to  lucceed  in  doing  good.  He  grew 
angry,  and  abandoned  a  department  in  which  he 
nad  experienced  nothing  but  difgult  and  chagrin  ;  he 
refigned  to  the  Duke  de  Praflin,  and  refumed  the' 
management  of  foreign  affairs. 

T-  he  bad  fuccefs  which  had  attended  the  deflgns  of 
this  Miniiler  for  the  reinftatement  of  the  antient  co¬ 
lonies,  and  the  eftablifhment  of  new  ones,  did  not  a 
little  contribute  to  make  him  take  this  refolution. 

1  he  land  forces  had  been  much  difpleafed  with  their 
continual  trani migration  into,  fatal  climates,  where 
they  peri  Hied  in  numbers.  'T  he  inhabitants  deteiled 
the  Governors  that  had  been  given  to  them,  who, 
according  to  the  new  fyifem,  being  alfo  taken  from 
the  land  officers,  underdood  nothing  of  the  adminif- 
tration  they  w7ere  intruded  with,  and  brought  into  it 
nothing  more  than  a  defpotifm,  difguding  every 
where,  but  particularly  in  thofe  countries,  dill  re¬ 
taining  the  fame  fondnefs  for  liberty  which  had  dif- 
tinguillied  the  fir  ft  inhabitants,  and  not  yet  fafhioned 
to  the  davery  of  the  people  of  Europe.  M.  d’Ennery, 
at  Martinico,  M.  de  Nolivos,  at  Guadaloupe,  and 
Count  ddedaing,  at  St.  Domingo,  were  fo  many  oettv 
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tyrants,  who  made  fome  regret  the  dominion  of  the 
Englidi,  the  mildnefs  of  which  they  had  experienced, 
and  made  others  wifli  for  it.  The  lad  of  thefe  offi¬ 
cers  efpecially,  though  podeffed  of  great  talents,  by 
the  injudice  of  his  demands,  the  fingularity  of  his 

projects. 
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projects,  and  his  feverity  in  executing  them,  excitc-d 
the  greateld  ferment  in  the  ifland,  and  was  at  the 
eve  of  producing  a  revolt* 

The  Duke  de  Choifeul  had  not  been  more  fortu¬ 
nate  in  creating  the  new  fettlements,  with  whic'i  he 
pretended  to  replace  thofe  that  France  had  loft,  or 
rather,  he  wanted  the  depth  of  understanding  necef- 
fary  for  the  execution  of  fuch.  enterprizes.  We  can¬ 
not  deny  that  he  had  talents,  but  they  were  not 
thofe  of  a  founder  His  ardent  and  adtive  genius 
was  too  contrary  to  the  flow  and  deliberate  combina¬ 
tions,  and  to  the  patience  neceffary  for  fuch  a  cha¬ 
racter.  Of  a  bold  and  enterprizmg  lpirit  to  over¬ 
come  obftacles,  he  was  eafily  difeouraged,  if  the 
reiildance  was  carried  on  too  lon.J.  r\  hus  it  was, 
that,  inftead  of  fuffering  St.  Lucia  to  people  i ti elf 
gradually  by  emigrations  from  Martinico,  which  was 
overrun  with  inhabitants,  he  wanted  to  eftabllfh 
plantations  there  all  at  once  :  he  fent  over  at  a  great 
expence,  and  with  more  parade  than  was  neceftorv, 
feven  or  eight  hundred  men,  whofe  fatal  deldiny 
rather  excited  pity  than  furprize  in  the  minds  of 
fkilful  1  peculators.  Every  thing  foon  perlflied  in  this 
uncultivated  and  unwholefome  fpot,  where  no  care 
had  been  taken  to  introduce  the  modern  colony 
with  proper  precautions.  The  lending  of  a  Gover¬ 
nor  and  an  Intendant  had  nor  been  omitted,  the  two 
moll  uielefs  perfons,  and  oftentimes  the  two  -moil 
fatal  fcourges  of  riling  colonies.  After  a  ibort  ex¬ 
periment,  no  lefs  coldly  in  money  than  men,  the  pro¬ 
ject  was  obliged  to  be  given  up*  The  Chiefs  were 
recalled  when  there  was  no  longer  any  loeiety  to 
govern,  and  the  government,  as  well  as  the  inten¬ 
dance  of  St.  Lucia,  was  reunited  to  that  of  Mar¬ 
tinico. 

T  he  foundation  of  G  uiana,  decorated  with  the  fu- 
perb  name  of  Equinodial  France ,  which  was  under¬ 
taken  at  the  fame  time,  was  an  e/uerprize  flill  more 

*  Upon  the  occafion  of  re-eftablilhidg  the  militia,  which  he 
had  attempted,  he  had  caufed  the  code  Theodat  to  be  prin¬ 
ted;  a  cuiious  piece  of  his  composition. 

E  5 


extravagant 


8z  THE  P  R  I  V  A  T  E  L  I  F  E 

x.ravagint  and  difattrous.  T  he  defign  was,  by  en- 
5  !gmg  the  nation  to  forget  their  calamities,  to  make 
t!le,n  ^)le  fight  or  the  faults  which  had  brought 
t  lem  on  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  they  were  plunged 
into  frelb  misfortunes  by  other  faults.  The  bland  of 
•ayenne,  which  had  been  inhabited  for  a  century 
paft,  was  conftantly  in  a  hate  of  mifery  and  infancy, 
irom  which  it  ought  fingly  to  have  been  raifed  ;  when 
the  Duke  de  Choileul,  more  intent  upon  the  glory 
than  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  adopted,  upon  this 
oc  canon,  rne  plan  of  a  let  of  ambitious  men,  who 
were  milled  by  their  preemption,  and  (differed  him- 
ieit^to  be  (educed  by  his  magnificence.  It  wasrepre- 
fen,ecl  10  him,  that  by  eftablifhing,  in  the  vaft  con¬ 
tinent  of  (^usana,  a  national  and  free  population — - 
widen  would  in  future  be  capable  itfelf  of  oppofing 
foreign  attacks,  and  of  battening  to  the  attiflance  of 
fne  >ugar  colonies,  whenever  circumttances  lliould 
require  it- — he  would  lay  the  foundations  of  popula¬ 
tion  and  vigour,  calculated  to  repair  the  Jafs*  of  Ca- 
H  ida.  It  was  therefore,  if  we  may  be  allowed  the  ex- 
pieltton,  a  chapel  of  eafe  he  was  contriving  for  the 
mother-county,  a  nurfery  of  men,  and  not^a  mine 
wealth,  T  he  views  were  good,  but  the  time,  the 
circumttances,  and  the  fituarion  ill-chofen.  The 
meafurcs  taken  were  Itill  more  injudicious  :  a  few  fa- 
milies  from  Al(ace  were  fent  for  at  a  great  expence, 
lome  of  which  were  alrnoft  ftarved  in  France  before 
fhoy  embarked  ;  a  dreadful  prognoftic  of  the  deftiny 
which  awaited  them  T  welve  hundred  men,  after  a 
l°ng  voyage,  were  landed  at  once  in  a  defert  country, 
which  was  impracticable  in  the  rainy  feafon.  The 
Government  was  to  lodge  and  fubtttt  them  in  the 
beginning.  A  miferable  died  was  the  only  afylum 
they  were  fur n Tlied  with,  and  the  provifions  fpoiled 
by  the  heat,  the  damp,  and  the  tranfportation,  oc- 
cafioned  an  epidemic  difeafe  and  mortality.  The 
inundations  completed  the  dettruction  of  thofe  whom 
ilGefs  had  (pared. 

T  he  Chevalier  Turgot,  author  of  the  projeCl, 
appointed  Governor  pf  Guiana,  with  a  falary  of  one 
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hundred  thoufand  livres,*  which^  be  had  peace¬ 
ably  enjoyed  during  eighteen  months,  was  at  kng  1 
obliged  to  depart,  to  remedy  (uch  a  ninmu 
evils.  Upon  the  general  complaints  v,  mch  the 
colonifts  brought  againft  M  de  Cbanva.lon  toe  .n- 
tendant,  he  thought,  himfelf  obliged  to  feciire  llA 
perfon  ;  he  caufed  him  to  be  arretted  and  fent 
Eim  to  France  bound  hand  and  loot.  Auer  this 
expedition,  he  returned  to  give  an  account  of  ti  e 
colony  j  that  is  to  fay,  to  confirm  what  was  already 
publicly  reported,  that  there  was  no  longer  any 
colony  exifting.  The  refult  ot  this  was  a  ditpute  re- 
tween  the  two  Chiefs,  reciprocally  accufing  each  o- 
ther.  This  was  a  third  trial  in  Ad.m im lira t ion,  the  <  e- 
cifion  of  which  was  expe&ed  with  impatience.  but 
the  Government,  to  avoid  its  being  criticiled,  ana 
obferving,  befides  the  bad  ifilte  of  the  two  former 
trials,  had  taken  the  refolution  to  reierve  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  this  to  itfelf :  accordingly,  the  matter 
has  been  difcuffed  in  the  clofets  of  the  Minifters,  and 
there  never  has  been  any  decifion,  or  at  leaft  a  legal 
one.  The  Chevalier  Turgot,  and  M.  de  Chanval- 
ion,  have  been  alternately  difgraced  ;  the  latter  was, 
however,  condemned  to  perpetual  imprifonment, 
but  without  any  atonement  for  the  blood  fpilt  in  the! e 
diftant  regions,  which  calls  out  in  vain  lor  revenge. 

'The  public  cenfures,  which  it  was  meant  to  a. voio, 
have  not  lefs  taken  place,  and  with  greater  acri¬ 
mony.  The  Parliament  has  alio  taken  a  part  in 
this  caufe,  and  given  out  a  decree,  in  default  ot  ap¬ 
pearance,  ggainft  M.  Chardon,  Maher  of  Requeft*, 
and  Recorder  of  the  trial  to  the  Council.  An  a  - 
fair  of  importance  refulted  from  this  .  wua  tne 
Court,  which,  from  the  number  of  incidents,  has 
been  loft  among  the  reft,  and  has  been  protracted 
to  the  change  in  the  Miniftry.  M.  de  Chanvailon 
has  been  fincc  fet  at  liberty,  and  found  innocent, 
in  as  myfterious  a  manner  as.  he  had  been  tried, 
and  with  the  fingular  prohibition  ot  pubn living  his 
fentence.  ML  de  Chardon  alone  nas  remained  2.* 
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■T-n'ed’ MnJ  T  ,f§hed  at  !r-  This  has  not  pre- 
'  .  h fr°,n  be,ng  afterwards  appointed  In- 

i"w“,iP^;ca'  "*  “diffe'“'  p»“>  -hid, 

"'  w  "Hail  to  be  omitted,  and 
wa.cn  happened  upon  occafion  of  the  cataftrophe 
t-Juiana,  gives  us  a  better  (ketch  of  the  Duke 
de  Chotfeul,  and  of  the  nature  of  his  project  than 
any  thing  we  could  fay.  The  author  of  the  2nee 
Liunme  having  inferted  in  his  production  a  letter 
vviitch  nad  been  addrelTed  to  him  upon  the  fubjeft 
of  an  act  of  benevolence  exercifed  towards  a  whole 
■,m;  y.0'  foreigners,  at  the  eve  of  perilhing  upon  the 
roau  ingoing  to  embark  at  Rochefort  for  this  de- 
voted  country  the  Minifter  heard  the  adventure 

of ,  at  !;'!  tab^  5  uP°n  this  he  exclaimed  ; 
that  fcounarel  Freron,  does  he  attempt  to  / peak  of  Gut- 

aims’  .et  me  fee  the  number.  The  affefting  article 
vvas  read  to  him,  which,  although  it  did  not  in 
tne  lea  It  bear  the  marks  of  detraction,  yet  the 
ib.imher  declared:  He  /hail  lie  this  night  at  Fort 
tnueque  whiCti  was  accordingly  executed.  It  is 
true,  tnat  the  Minifter  was  Toon  brought  back  to 
more  generous  fentiments.  The  author  of  the  jour- 
oai  wrote  ^  to  him,  complaining  of  the  treatment 
he  received  and  was  fet  at  liberty.  Thus  it  is  that 
tee  Juke  de  Choifeul,  having  a  light  underftandin^ 

and.  a  §ood  hearC  committed  and  repaired  an  in- 
juilice  with  equal  facility. 

1  he  oie a lu res  taken  for  re-eftablifhing  the  com¬ 
mence  ot  the  India  Company,  feemed  at  fir  ft  more 
iatistaytory  to  the  proprietors,  and  made  them  ex¬ 
pect  for  a  few  years  a  happy  and  brilliant  deftiny  • 
but  this  renewal  had  in  itfelf  a  radical  fault/ a 
principle  of  deftruclion,  the  effeds  of  which  would 
manileft  themfelves  fooner  or  later.  However  this 
may  be,  the  Company  having  ventured  to  declare 
to  the  Government,  that  it  was  to  them  their  mif- 
1  or! unes  and  errors  were  to  be  imputed — fince  they 
had  only  conduced  their  affairs,  during  the  war, 
under  the  influence  ol  Administration,  or  rather,  to 
Ipeaic  properly,  fince  they  had  in  reality  taken  no 

concern 
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concern  in  them — the  Government,  apparently  af¬ 
fected  by  their  reproaches,  authorized  them  to  de¬ 
liberate  upon  their  fituation,  and  all  of  them  agreed 
to  fubmit  to  the  decifions  of  a  merchant  ;  who, 
taking  hafty  (hides  towards  fortune,  was  devoured 
by  a  l'ecret  ambition,  which  was  not  then  fuf petted. 
He  propofed  a  plan,  fo  clear,  fo  prudent,  and  fo 
ufeful,  that  he  reconciled  all  parties.  M.  Necker, 
for  that  was  his  name,  was  looked  upon  as  the 
reftorer  of  the  Company.  In  the  firft  definitive  Af- 
fembly,  Port  l’Orient,  the  coafts  of  Africa,  with 
the  iflands  of  France  and  Bourbon,  were  ceded  a- 
gain  to  the  King  His  Majefty,  on  his  part,  gave 
up  the  twelve  thoufand  (liares  and  the  loans  which 
he  was  poflefted  of,  and  left  to  the  voters  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  making  their  arrangements,  and  of  adopt¬ 
ing,  at  pleafure,  the  mod  proper  meafures  for  the 
re-eftablifhment  ot  commerce,  without  the  inter¬ 
ference  of  any  royal  Commiflioners,  Accordingly, 
in  this  firft  moment  of  liberty,  Syndics  and  Di¬ 
rectors  were  appointed,  who  were  only  to  be  aflift- 
ants  and  co-operators  with  the  hero  of  the  day,  in 
the  fyftem  of  administration  which  he  had  pro¬ 
pofed.  He  knew  how  enthufiafm  was  produced, 
and  he  had  carried  his  boldnefs  fo  far,  as  to  fix  the 
period  in  which  the  fihares  were  to  begin  to  receive 
a  dividend.  Every  man  already  previoufiy  enjoyed  in 
pro'pett  this  epocha  o(  profperity  ;  and  thus  the 
Company,  fcarce  difengaged  from  the  fihackles  of 
Government,  blindly  refigned  itfelf  to  the  difcretion 
of  an  individual, 

T  his  reftoration,  though  executed  before  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul  quitted  the  naval  department, 
did  not  direttly  concern  him,  fince  the  India  Com¬ 
pany  was  in  the  department  of  the  Comptroller  Ge¬ 
neral  :  but  as  this  officer  was  in  fome  meafure  only 
his  firft  Clerk,  the  reftoration  ought  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  his  work,  more  efpecially  as,  fince  that  time, 
by  the  ceflions  made  again  to  the  King,  the  autho¬ 
rity  was  mixt,  and  as  the  Duke,  who  was  inclined 
to  claim  what  did  not  belong  to  him,  was  much 
difpofed  to  take  the  whole  merit  of  this  bufinefs  to 

himfelf. 
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hi m  1  e  1 F,  if  his  influence  could  have  been  in  the  leaft 
prevalent. 

Other  projects  ftill  occupied  the  thoughts  of  the 
Minifter  ;  he  wifhed  to  immortalize  his  name  by 
building  a  city  There  was  a  heath  belonging  to 
France,  which  overlooked  the  lake  of  Geneva. 
'«  his  f  pot  is  called  Verfoi,  and  it  is  only  at  a* 
Tiall  d iila nee  from  the  territory  and  the  city  which 
rides  over  the  lake. /l  his  Republic,  tormented  with 
intelline  commotions,  had  railed  general  diflatisfac- 
tion  The  Minifter  imagined,  that  the  beft  me¬ 
thod  of  punifhing  this  city,  would  be  to  raife  a 
rival  to  it,  by  conftrutting  a  port  on  this  fpot  which 
was  to  be  turned  into  a  city,  and  upon  which  flat¬ 
tery  foon  bellowed  the  name  of  Choifeul  la  ville  * 
his  ceflgn  was  to  make  this  port  free,  as  well  as 
the  city,  and  to  admit  and  to  receive  into  it  as 
citizens,  all  foreigners  of  whatever  religion,  with 
the  privilege  of  exercifing  it  thqre  unmolefted.  ’  This 
was  the  method  of  fupplying  it  foon  with  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  of  rendering  it  flourifhing,  confiderino- 
its  poll t ion,  which  enabled  it  to  carry  on  the  ^reat** 
eft  trade,  to  partake,  and  perhaps  to  lecure  to  it- 
felf^  that  of  its  neighbours  The  works  were  be¬ 
gun  and  carried  on  with  vigour:  and  M.  de  Vol¬ 
taire  had  already  celebrated  them,  v/hen  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  Minifter  interrupted  this  plan,  and 
threw  it  into  oblivion. 

c y  f  Shall  we  reckon  among  the  acquifirions 
11  JUh‘  gained  to  France  by  the  Duke  de  Choifeul, 
the  city  of  Avignon,  and  the  county  oi  VenailTm* 
which  were  feized  without  any  act  of  hofti  1  ity  ?  If  the 
matter  had  indeed  depended  upon  the  Minifter  alone 
it  is  probable,  that  this  beautiful  country  would  never 
have  returned  under  the  dominion  of  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff,*  but  he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
pufillanimity  of  his  mailer,  to  flatter  himfelf  that 
he  fhould  determine  him  irrevocably  to  maintain 
this  adt  of  vigour  he  had  been  induqed  to  exert. 
Lewis  XIV.  more  abfolute  than  his  great  grandfon, 
had  executed  this  manoeuvre  three  times,  and  as 
often  reftored  the  fame  States.  Philofophy,  indeed. 


had 
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had  not  then  enlightened  the  minds  of  Princes  fo 
much  as  it  has  done  fince.  But  Lewis  XV.  was, 
however,  nothing  of  a  philofopher.  He  had  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  aggreilion  againft  the  Pope,  for  the 
honour  of  the  Houle  of  Bourbon,  infulted,  in  the 
perfon  of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  by  the  anathemas  of 
his  Holinefs.  It  was  therefore  rather  a  fimple 
chaftifement  he  meant  to  employ,  than  to  make  an 
abfolute  reparation,  which  was  too  repugnant  to  his 
clifpofition.  We  may  judge  of  this  by  the  refpedt- 
ful  manner  in  which  the  invafion  was  executed* — by 
the  ambiguity  even  of  the  letters  patent,  in  which 
it  was  not  ventured  to  hint  at  the  real  complaint 
againft  the  Sovereign  Pontiff,  and  in  which  men¬ 
tion  was  only  made  of  a  reunion  effected  by  virtue 
of  the  unalienabijity  of  the  domains  of  the  Crown, 
— in  a  word,  by  the  record  entered  in  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Provence,  which,  according  to  the  fuggef- 
tions  of  the  Court,  ordered  only,  that  the  arms  of 
our  Holy  Father  the  Pope  fhould  be  taken  down, 
with  re fped  and  decency,  from  the  places  where  they 
■were  fixed  up,  and  thofe  of  the  King  put  in  their 
place.  Accordingly,  we  preferred  ourielves  before 
Avignon,  with  two  battalions  of  infantry,  two  fqua- 
drons  of  dragoons,  fome  cannon  and  mortars. 

The  Vice-Legate  appeared  greater  than  the  French 
General  upon  this  occafion  He  tola  M.  de  Roche- 
chouart,  who  figmfied  the  intentions  of  his  Ma jelly 
to  him,  that  he  had  orders  from  his  Holinefs  not  to 
make  the  lead  refiftance,  but  at  the  tame  time  to 
declare  to  him,  that  fuch  a  conduct  placed  thofe  who 
purfued  it  in  the  cafe  of  the  eccle fiajlical  pumfhments 
fated,  by  the  Bull  in  *  aena  Domini  \  he  Duke  de 
Choifeul’s  intention — who  had  the  tots!  extirpation 
of  the  Jefuits  from  Chriftendom  at  heart,  and  who 
imagined  that  he  faw  the  interference  of  that  fedt 
in  this  quarrel  * — was  at  lead  determined,  not  ro 
return  to  Rezzonieo  this  portion  of  his  dominions, 

*  W e  refer  to  the  Appendix  for  a  manufeript  letter  from 
Rome,  which  was  circulated  at  the  time,  and  feems  to  treat  the 
matter  thoroughly,  though  the  author  has  been  found  miftaken 
in  his  politics. 


nor 
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not  oniy  ’till  after  he  had  given  fatisfadtion  to  the 
Infant  of  Parma,  but  alfo,  till  he  had  annihilated 
Mat  Order,  which  he  purfued  with  fuch  implacable 
vengeance.  1  he  Pope  had  the  courage  to  refute  his 
compliance,  and  died  without  having  fulfilled  either 
or  thefe  points  ;  which  were  obtained  only  under 
his  lucceffor  Ganganelli. 

I  he  fir  ft  reports  fpread  of  the  intended  invafion 
of  Avignon,  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  public 
a  wager  of  a  fingular  kind.  The  Marquis  de  Poyanne, 
at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1763,  had  given 
to  M  de  Brancas  the  fum  of  18,000  livres  f,  of  which 
the  latter  was  to  return  12  livres  £  per  day,  till  the 
firft  aft  of  hoftility  between  France  and  any  other 
Power,  in  which  cafe  M.  de  Brancas  was  to  keep  the 
reft  of  the  wager,  with  a  provifo,  neverthelefs,  that 
he  fli ould  continue  the  payment  upon  the  fame  foot¬ 
ing  as  long  as  the  peace  lafted  The  queftion, 
was,  whether  this  invafion  was  an  act  of  hoftilitv 
as  there  was  neither  refiftance  nor  defence— that  not 
a  (ingle  gun  was  fired — and  that  the  Minifters  refpec- 
tively  remained  in  the  Courts  where  they  refided. 
It  is  not  known  how  the  queftion  was  determined, 
which  however  was  foon  fettled  by  the  Corfican  war. 

The  ifland  of  Corfica  had  been  forty  years  in  in- 
furredtion  againft  the  Republic  of  Genoa  :  which 
perfifted  in  aftuming  the  title  of  Lord  Paramount  over 
it  ;  and  after  having  incurred  enormous  expences, 
and  exhaufted  its  ftrength  to  no  purpofe,  had  been 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  France  which,  inftead 
cf  fending  fubfidies,  had  taken  upon  herfelf  to  defray 
the  expences  of  the  Sovereignty,  and  to  contain 
with  her  troops  the  pretended  rebels  of  this  king¬ 
dom.  But  thefe  afiiftances  failing  at  the  time  of  the 
peace,  and  the  Genoefe  being  ftill  unable  to  fubdue 
by  their  arms,  or  to  bring  back  by  gentle  means,  a 
people  whom  their  cruelties  had  alienated  from  them, 
the  Corficans,  as  foon  as  the  French  fhould  have 
retired,  were  upon  the  eve  of  enjoying  that  liberty 

F  Seven  hundred  and  fifty-pounds. 

j  Ten  Shillings. 

which 
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which  they  claimed  as  their  original  right  ;  and 
which,  even  under  the  Romans,  thole  conquerors  0 
the  earth  they  had  never  been  deprived  of,  except 
by  force’and  for  a  lime.  Unfortunately  for  them, 
there  was  a  Choifeu!  in  the  Mimftry  ot  Verfa.lles. 
He  gave  the  Council  to  underhand  that  it  would 
be  an  eat'y  matter  to  obtain  from  the  Rcpiulic  of 
Genoa  the  ceflion  ot  this  ifland,  wnich  was  on  y  a 
burthen  to  it,  and  which,  in  fad,  it  w-as  obligee  o 
abandon  :  he  reprefented  it  as  one  ot  the  belt  acqu  - 
fitions  that  could  be  obtained,  as  a  fertile  and  cxc^  - 
lent  colony,  very  well  calculated  to  afford  us  a  par¬ 
tial  indemnity  for  others,  and  especially  tor  Canada, 
fince,  exclulive  of  the  furs,  we  might  find  there 
every  thing  we  ufed  to  bring  from  that  country,  espe¬ 
cially  wood  for  fliip  building,  and  naval  yores  of 
different  kinds*;  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
preferve  it,  on  account  of  its  proximity  ;  that,  m 
a  word,  this  project  would  be  attended  with  the 
double  advantage  of  (bearing  to  ourf elves  a  poit  r<>r 
the  protection  of  our  trade  in  the  Mediterranean,  am 
of  taking  it  from  Great  Britain,  which,  as  he  pre¬ 
tended,  laad  the  matter  in  contemplation,  1  he  po¬ 
litical  views  of  the  Mini  ft  er  did  not  fail  of  applauie  : 
the  King  alone  was  alarmed  at  them,,  from  the  ap- 
prehenfion  that  they  might  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the 
Eno-lifn.  M.  de  Choifeul  was  too  good  a  Courtier 
not°  to  remove  the  King’s  fears  upon  this  account 
and  to  prornife  his  Majefty,  that  the  purchafe  and 
concuefl:  of  the  ifland  would  be  complected,  with¬ 
out  their  flaewing  marks  of  diffatisfatlion  by  any 
rupture.  Undoubtedly,  there  were  tome  membeis 
prudent  enough  to  take  alio  into  confideration  ine 
expences  which  this  expedition  niuft  neceilanly 
occaflon  ;  but  either  no  great  attention  was  paid  to 
them,  or  they  deceived  themfelves  with  relpecf.  to 
the  turn  they  might  amount  to  ;  and  it  was  refolved 
to  complete  the  acquifttion.  One  circumftance  was  not 

ifr  Ail  thefe  advantages  are  difcufTed  in  a  Letter  fiom  a  Phi- 
lofopher  travelling  in  Corfica,  a  manufeript  which  our  readets 
will  fee  with-  picafure,  Appendix,  No.  II. 

c  Xci  m  1  n  c  cl 
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verv'nroimtt°’  which>  .h°wever,  it  would  have  been 
tl,/pP  fr  ^  this  was,  whether  the  rights  of 
found  Itcot  Genoa  over  Corfica  were  really  well 

whot  *  W,hethe,r  T  uninterruPted  clain/ of  a 

Ihafe  n  o(fPi 7  ’  f°r  h?lf  a  Centur^  Paft>  had 

more  UaV  yr.anmc  yoke>  were  «ot  infinitely 
iuftice S  ,Tr £i  ,na7ord-  whether,  admitting  the 
tor  that' 1  j!f*  Preten^ed  ?&'■',  “  were  allowable 
without  fl  °  trransfer  lts  ,over<t'gnty  to  France, 
the  nation  "  at  leaft  ths  -nfent  of 

re(£ltcd0forTm?:rthere  greJ‘-  diP!onlat‘c  queftions, 
t  •  ,  t,le  difcuffion  of  idle  {peculators  and 

which  are  at  molt  only  (it  for  vain  treatifes  upon  the 

fifll?  °f  natve.  T  nati°ns’  the  Miniftry  o{  Ver¬ 
laines  exerctfed  the  only  law  of  Sovereigns  the 

"  of,  the  ftrongeft.  The  Marquis  de  C&li„ 
ppomccd  General  of  the  King’s  forces,  at  his  arri- 
27  Aug,  >  without  any  previous  ceremony  pro- 
]  •  A/r  .  „  cuce^  an  edicl  from  his  made. ,  in  which 
1  s,  announced  himlelf  as  King  of  Corfica 

an  by  a  particular  ordonnance  declared  every  one 
a  rebel  who  iliould  not  fubmit,  and  iliould  attempt 
according  to  the  principle  of  natural  ri^ht,  to  repel 
lorce  Dy  force  In  a  word,  it  was  enjoined,  that 
ft  oilcan  ilnps  iliould  hoi  ft  the  French  flier 
other  wife  they  were  to  be  declared  pirate?,  and  all 
orher  I  owers  were  invited  to  fall  upon  them.  Some 
ot  tne  nr  ft  afts  of  hoftility  being  attended  with  fuc- 
c,  • »  Pl]^ed  UP  the  vanity  of  the  Duke  de  Choifeul 
who  caufed  them  to  be  publiibed  in  the  Gazette  of 
r ranee,  with  childilli  parade  and  indecent  exprexr- 
lons*  He  had  occafion  to  repent  of  this  •  and  the 
account  ol  the  difgraces  which  the  French  troops 
loon  experienced,  was  quickly  returned  by  the  fo¬ 
reign  Gazettes,  with  marks  of  fatisfaclion,  which 
convinced  him  with  how  much  indignation  all  Europe 
beheld  this  invasion.  A  moderate,  but  firm  mani- 
felio,  publiilied  in  the  name  of  the  General  and  of 
28  Aug.  r\le  Supreme  Council  of  State  of  the 
..  .  kingdom  of  Corfica,  contributed  not  a 

little  to  increafe  it.  This  proud  people  complained 


la 


OF  LEWIS  XV. 


9! 


in  ir  that  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  after  having 
exorefly  declared  them  to  be  free  and  independent, 
and  after  having  treated,  upon  the  footing  of  an 
accommodation  between  their  nation  and  the  Repub¬ 
lic  of  Genoa,  during  four  years  confecutively,  fpoke 
of  fubftituting  himfelf  to  pretended  rights,  die  infui- 
ficiencv  of  which  he  had  acknowledged.  i  he  mani¬ 
festo  xutiher  fet  forth,  that  even  admitting  the  tove- 
reiyntv  of  Genoa,  it  could  not  have  been  eltab.ilhed 
but' by  a  proper  contrafl  between  the  two,  parties  ; 
which  was  neceflarily  diffolved  when  infringed  by  one 
of  r:’p  narties  by  accefhon  made,  not  omy  without  the 
confent  of  the  other,  but  fo  which  it  had  not  been 
called  upon  to  accede  ;  for  it  was  previoufly  necef- 
fary  to  inquire,  whether  the  motives  which  might 
have  influenced  the  voluntary  refoiutions  o  Corlica 
to  enter  into  a  contract  with  Genoa,  were  the  fame 
with  refpeft  to  France.  1  he  confideration  which  the 
nation  had  always  had  for  the  French  troops,  was 
likewife  urged,  as  being  far  froin  furmihmg  them 
with  a  pretence  for  treating  the  Corficans  as  ene- 
m:es  •  the  perfidy  of  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  was 
complained  of,  who,  after  having  written  to  affure 
them  that  their  fituation  was  not  changed,  and  that 
the  negotiations  relative  to  a  pacification  with  die 
Repubfic  of  Genoa  might  be  renewed,  buffered  that 
the  troops  introduced  under  this  pretence  iliould  ex- 
ercife  real  afls  of  hoftility,  fliculd  endeavour  to  in¬ 
vade  the  kingdom,  and  to  treat  the  Corficans  as  a  con- 
auered  nation,  as  a  flock  of  Jheep  fold  at  the  mm  let. 
This  manifefto  was  fupported  by  fo  vigorous  a  de¬ 
fence,  that  the  end  of  the  campaign  turned  intirely 
to  the  honour  of  the  Corficans.  hey  had  I  aolt  at 
their  head,  at  once  a  Man  of  Letters,  a  Legislator, 
a  Politician,  and  a  General  ;  at  lead,  Cch  was  the 
character  he  bore  at  that  time.  He  was  perfectly 
fenfible  that  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  oppofe 
finely  the  efforts  of  France  ;  but  hts  objea  was  to 
gam  time,  by  carrying  on  a  war  of  chicanery,  to 
undermine  the  enemy’s  army  by  the  intemperance  of 
the  climate,  by  the  unwbolefomeneis  ot  the  1  pot, 
and  by  difeafes  :  he  flattered  himfelf  that  he  fhould 
'  have 
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recel ve lfuccours>from°th  En§,an.d’  ^  ^  ''n  h&’ 

fame  individual,  to  ^  r  rthr°Ugh  the  meaRS  of 
more  effeflual  exfrtions.°  C°r‘,Ca'  and  he  exPea«d 

derable  i^Fran^1.6^^11-6  ,m.Urm,lr3  f  ere  ve>7  confi- 
been  loft  •  fhe  «  *  “  iribnUe  “umber  of  men  had 

thirtieth  nnllion  and""].  TT'^  aiready  t0  the 
the  foot  far  from  lb*-  ^  6tters  rece,ved  from 

»«h£g-b„frlaf” „b w  »j 

furrender  of  the  ifl-n’t  hf  fuPpofing  t!le  complete 
ferted  and  t  •  !’  !t  was  expefted  to  find  it  de- 

'ary  to  create0  V3ted  !  and  that  «  W0l'ld  be  necef- 
hundred  ml  f  eveJ^.th‘11g  anew>  and  to  facrifice  two 

reaped adYan‘ag<  COuld  be 
eafil v  he  Duke  de  Choiieul,  who  was 

that  nrt<-  £!t  u‘£h  the  firft  brilliant  fpeculations 

not  the  ob£  e?fdveS  t0  his  hiiagination  had 

was  eafiiv  h  -V  u  T"  °f  COnfined  talems>  and 

t’ons  dif'o  °Uih,  b*'k  t0  more  Prvldent  confidera- 
perh’  ,  T  ■  -°IJy  °f  his  ProJeft-  He  would 
and  pfnp  ;  ViC  4'Vei]  11  UP’  lf  the  favour  he  enjoyed, 

the  fuccefsac/it  'S  1'"°“'’  ^  "0t  dePe,?ded  “P°n 
i  r  •  ,  1  he  King  grew  out  of  temper  * 

at  hr  •iarcb1,1?  de  Chauvelin  his  favourite,  exafperated 

at  being  obliged  to  fly  from  a  handful  of  mountaineers 

.  reliant, v  complaining,  that  he  had  been  fent 

wuh  too  few  troops  ,  he  earneftly  affied  for  more 

in  onr'.H  °rdei  that  h,S  condl,a  might  lefs  be  called 
red  hT’  the  exaSg'erated  'he  difficulties,  expen- 
ottefl  t  “le  advanta,Se/°.bc  gained  front  ’tivs  con- 
jop.  V  r  particularly  in  extreme  apprehenfions 

wm,5  h  Sml  “  Hll  upon  him,  and  then  all 
wound  have  been  loft.  The  Duke  de  ChoifeuI  faw 

mhffi  r.TST  "?  P°ffibility  retraining  ,  he  inti, 
undated,  feduced,  or  lulled  the  Court  of  London,  in 

t.CrnaAliarner  tbat  lt:  not  interfere  ;  he  refolved 

_r  r  Cor“ca  with  troops,  and  fend  to  the  number 

r7‘!iIg  lt  battallons  there  ;  he  caufed  to  be 
Ituted  t0  fbe  Marquis  de  Chauvelin,  Count 

*■  Upv/ards  of  eight  millions  fterling. 


Vaux* 
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Vaux,  a  rigid  and  even  a  hard  General,  who  (poke 
of  nothing  but  gallows  and  executioners,  and  flat¬ 
tered  him  with  the  baton  of  Marfhal  of  France,  if 
he  fcoured  Corfica  with  difpatch.  This  General  ful¬ 
filled  his  commiflion  too  ably,  without  doubt  •  for, 
having  nothing  to  do  but  to  prefent  himfelf  every 
where,  in  lefs  than  two  months  time  he  became  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  whole  ifland  ;  and  this  rapidity  of  con- 
quefts,  by  which  he  flattered  himfelf  to  arrive  at 
the  promifed  dignity,  ferved  as  a  pretence  not  to 
promote  him  to  it  :  he  had  done  nothing  of  fo  great 
difficulty  as  to  merit  fuch  a  reward,  by  putting  him 
over  the  head  of  fo  many  old  officers  not  lefs  de- 
lerving. 

In  fa6t,  it  was  difcouragement  alone  that  had  done 
all  the  bufmefs.  The  principal  Chiefs,  not  finding 
in  England  the  refources  they  expected,  and  the 
profpect  of  which  had  aflifted  them  in  keeping  up 
the  hope  and  courage  of  their  countrymen,  confi- 
dered  the  refinance  as  unavailing  as  it  was  perilous. 
They  took  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  States,  and 
Paoli,  who  went  to  London,  loft  tnere  his  vain 
titles — his  glory,  equally  frivolous— and  his  talents, 
which  became  doubtful. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  invafion  of  Corfica  retarded  for 
eighteen  months  the  fall  ot  the  Duke  de  Choifeul. 
It  was  become  inevitable,  by  a  change  produced  in 
the  interior  of  the  Court  :  a  change  which  the  Mi- 
nifter  might  have  prevented,  and  the  -fatal  conie- 
quences  of  which  he  had  neither  feared  nor  fuffici- 
ently  forefeen.  Before  we  enter  imo  a  detail  of  this 
Angular  anecdote,  by  refuming  the  private  life  of 
the  Monarch,  let  us  continue  the  defcription  of  the 
ilate  of  the  Finances,  of  juftice,  and  of  Religion, 
the  only  branches  of  adminifcration  we  have  to  go 
through. 

We  have  feen  in  what  manner  M,  de  Laverdy  was 
become  Comptroller  General.  This  choice,  made 
from  the  clafs  of  the  Magiftracy,  and  from 
among  the  members  of  the  Parliament  that  were  the 
mod  auftere,  produced  a  moment  of  enthufiafm. 
People  flattered  themfelves,  that  it  was  ferioufly 

thought 
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thought  of  to  re-eftablifh  order  in  the  finances:  no- 
nf"V«  »e,trCr!C.'lnlents  ami  'Economy  were  fpoken 

her'elfbf  Marc‘11Pne[s  °f  Pompadour,  contributing 
to  maintain  the  high  opinion  of  this  fa^e  at 
Court  affected  to  fend  him  a  paper  box,  in  vvhich 
was  the  pnfture  of  Sully  In  a  note  written  by  her- 
,  die  gallantly  told  him,  that,  thinking  he  had 
too  much  modefty  to  get  his  own  picture  drawn,  the 
en  him  his  true  Lkenefs  ;  and  at  the  bottom  ot  the 
box  were  the  following  four  lines: 


De  l’habile  et  fage  Sully 
I!  ne  nous  re  he  que  1  linage  : 
Aujourd  hui  ce  grand  perlonnage 
Va  revivre  dans  Laverdy  f 


The^  firh  operations  ot  the  Minifter  were  truly 
patriotic.  A  few  days  after  this  promotion,  the  Par- 
22  Dec,  ^i^rnent  *egthered  a  declaration,  permitting 
1763.  t0  canT  on  trade  and  tranfportation  of 
(  corr  °f  every  kind,  from  one  province  to 
anotner,  without  paying  any  duties  ;  and,  a  few 

ig  July  ™onths  after,  they  published  an  ecii&  upon 
1  764.  ^  *'■’  iame  matter,  by  which  the  corn  trade 

was  declared  entirely  free,  without  the 
necemty  of  a  permit  to  introduce  the  corn  into  the 
kingdom,  or  to  fend  it  out  at  the  charge  only  of  a 
trifling  duty  for  the  importation  ;  and  forbidding  the 
exportation  from  the  poi  ts  and  places  fituated  on  the 
frontier,  only  when  the  value  of  the  corn  iliould  have 
rilen  in  three  confecutive  markets  to  a  certain  fixed 
and  alarming  price.  But  it  was  hill  to  the  Duke 
de  Choifieul  that  thefe  happy  innovations  in  the  inter¬ 
nal  adminihratior  of  the  kingdom  were  owino-  .  or 
rather  10  a  new  left  of  Philofophers,  who  began  to 
acquire  reputation,  and  the  chief  perfion  of  whom 
being  about  the  March ionefs,  had  acquired  a  great 

4  Of  Sully,  once  fo  wife  and  great, 

The  image  only  we  retain; 

But  now,  that  Minifter  of  State 
In  Laverdy  hall  live  again. 
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fhare  of  weight  and  influence.  It  is  proper  to  intro¬ 
duce  thefe  Philofophers  to  our  readers,  on  account 
of  the  important  light  they  appeared  in  at  that  time. 
Thefe  alterations,  then,  iprang  from  the  authors  of 
the  Encyclopaedia  ;  a  word,  which,  according  to  its 
definition,  embraces  the  whole  circle  of  human  Ici- 
ence  ;  and  is  a  lyftem  of  univerfal  knowledge,  but, 
as  one  man  cannot  be  equal  to  iuch  a  varT<  ty  ol  ob¬ 
jects,  this  fet  of  Philofophers  attached  themfelves 
chiefly  to  metaphyfics  and  morality  One  clafs 
among  them,  allured  by  a  particular  propenh  ty, 
turned  1 e i r  fpeculations  towards  agrarian  matters, 
and  the  part  of  Admimftration  relative  to  them  ;  in 
a  word,  to  the  internal  oeeonomy  of  the  kingdom  : 
from  whence  they  obtained  the  title  of  OEconomifts. 
The  perfon  who  was  mold  verfed  in  this  icience,  was 
M.  Quefnay,  phyfician  to  Madame  de  Pompadour. 
Lewis  XV.  who  was  not  a  fufficient  enthufiaft  to  go 
in  fearch  of  merit,  had  too  much  ienle  not  to  be  at¬ 
tached  to  it,  when  it  came  immediately  in  his  way. 
He  was  plea  fed  with  M.  Quefnay  ;  converted  freely 
with  him  ;  ufed  to  call  him  his  thinker  ;  and  gave 
him  for  arms  three  flowers  of  Penfle  *  1  his  rhvfi- 

cian  Initiated  his  Majefdy  in  the  myfteries  of  ceco- 
nomlc  principles,  or  rather  taught  him  the  elements 
of  them,  which  are  very  fimple  ;  for  this  fcience  is 
only  become  complicated  and  abftruie  irom  tne  pe¬ 
dantry  of  its  profeflors.  The  Marquis  de  Mirabeau, 
author  of  the  book  mtitled,  Ihcimi  des  Homwes  §  had 
not  a  little  contributed  to  this,  in  publifhing  this 
work,  which  though  full  of  excellent  views,  is  ren¬ 
dered  obfcure  by  the  confufion  of  ideas,  the  bar¬ 
barous  affe&ation  of  coining  new  words,  the  fingular 
turns,  and  efpeciaily  by  its  emphatic  pedantry, 
which  is  particularly  calculated  to  create  difguft. 
His  book,  how ever/prod need  a  quite  contrary  effect 
it  excited  attention  upon  matters  lo  important  as 
agriculture  and  population  ;  the  thoughts  of  every 

*  Penfee  fignifies  thought,  from  whence  our  name  of  Panfy 
to  this  flower,  which  is  vulgarly  called  heart’s-eale. 

§  The  friend  of  Mankind. 


one 
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one  were  turned  to  thefe  branches  of  Adminlflration 
which,  being  well  difcufled  by  clearer  writers  a 
nappy  revolution  was  effected  in  thefe  particulars 
tnnt  would  have  rendered  France  much  more  flou- 
rifhing  if  there  had  not  been  Minifters  at  the  head 
of  tne  kingdom,  who  were  more  attentive  to  turn  this 
improvement  to  the  benefit  of  the  public  treafure 
than  to  the  advantage  and  happinefs  of  the  fubiefts’ 
i  he  clearing  of  lands,  the  labours  of  the  field  and 
rural  ceconomy,  were  Jnow  the  only  topics  of 

conversation-  ,A1>  ^  fciences  of  fpeculation  and 

utility  refultmg  from  them,  had  their  academies 
in  1‘ ranee  ;  they  were  ftudied  there  with  care  and  at¬ 
tention;  the  branches.  of  agriculture  and  commerce 
a, one,  which  are  of  primary  neceffity  and  ufe,  which 
are  the  mod  interefting  of  all  to  the  fupport’and  the 
power  of  a  gieat  empire,  were  neglefted.  This  ne- 
gicdt  made  us  afhamed ;  and  companies  were  formed 
in  the  feveral  provinces  of  the  State,  who  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  carrying  thefe  fciences  to  the  degree  of 
perfection  they  are  capable  of,  and  in  procuring  to 
tne  kingdom  thofe  refources,  which  it  can  improve, 
on  the  one  hancf  by-the  fertility  of  its  foil  ;  and,  on 
the  other,  by  it’s  fortunate  pofition  upon  the  Ocean 
and  the  Mediterranean,  Britany  firft  fet  the  exam- 
pie  :  a  focietv  of  agriculture,  commerce,  and  the 
aJ_ts»  was  formed  there,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
King,  1  his  example  was  foon  followed  at  Paris, 
and  in  other  places. 

The  labours  of  the  field  began  to  be  holden  in  " 
fome  eftimation  j  experiments  were  made  ;  and  great 
Noblemen  did  not  think  it  unworthy  of  them  to  at¬ 
tend  to  thefe  objedts.  The  clafs'  of  Peafants,  hi¬ 
therto  fo  much  defpifed,  and  fo  much  oppreffed, 
acquired  a  fort  of  confiftency,  and  a  greater  /hare 
of  confider:ttion  They  were  encouraged  ;  and  we 
became  TnfiHe  of  the  abfurdity  of  fuffering  one 
province  to  be  famifned,  while  4  neighbouring  one 
was  replete  with  corn  ;  and  of  preventing  cultivators 
trom  reaping  the  benefit  of  their  plentiful  harveft,  by 
procuring  to  Grangers  a  fubfiftence  they  might  be  in 
want  of ;  and  accordingly  the  wife  laws  we  have 
been  mentioning  were  enacted. 


A  de- 
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A  declaration  of  the  King,  notifying  an  7^ 

exemption  from  taxes  and  other  imports,  ]764  ’ 
for  marfhy  lands  that  were  dried  up;  VV 
and  another,,  notifying  a  fufpenfion,  du-  J  7  ‘  ' 
rincr  three  years,  of  the  privileges  of  the  officers  of 
the*  King’s  houfehold,  as  alfo,  that  the  officers  of 
the  Courts  of  Juftice  fhould  not  enjoy  any  exemp¬ 
tion  from  taxes,  unlefs  they  refided  upon  the  fpot 
where  their  offices  were  eftablifhed,  continued  ro 
do  honour  to  M.  de  Laverdy,  becaufe  it  was  imagi¬ 
ned  they  proceeded  from  him,  and  that  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  alleviating  the  lot  of  the  country  people. 
Hie  mirtake  did  not  laft  long;  it  was  foon  difeove- 
red,  that  this  Comptroller  General  was  neither 
attached  to  Philoiophers  nor  their  fcience  ;  and 
that  thinking  he  was  in  poffieffion  of  e,very  kind  of 
knowledge,  he  rejected  every  foreign  information : 
he  iflued  a  declaration,  forbidding  to  write,  print, 
or  publifh  any  thing  upon  the  reform  or  adminif- 
tration  of  the  finances ;  it  bears  the  marks  of  a 
low-minded,  narrow,  and  trifling  cart  of  charac¬ 
ter,  and  tending  to  defpotifm.  In  a  word,  ^  T 
his  edidt  for  paying  off'  the  debts  of  the  State  !  7  ec' 
betrayed  his  folly,  T  his  edidt,  an  eternal  1  7 
monument  of  fhame  for  the  Miniffer  who  conceived 
it,  and  the  Parliament  which  regiftered  it,  not  only 
brought  no  relief  to  the  State,  but  even  oppreffied  it 
with  frefh  imports,  and  gave  a  greater  extenlion  to 
old  ones,  dhe  pretence  was,  the  eftabiifhment  of 
two  treafuries,  one  tor  the  payment  of  the  annuities 
and  bills  due  by  the  King,  the  other  for  the  reim- 
burfing  and  extindlion  of  the  capitals.  To  do  this 
the  more  effectually,  and  to  take  in  the  whole  of  the 
debts  atone  view,  all  the  bearers  of  contracts  were 
obliged  to  have  them  renewed  and  examined  ;  and 
the  bearers  of  bills  were  to  have  them  liquidated 
and  turned  into  contracts  ;  which  were  formalities 
as  tedious  and  troublefome,  as  they  were  expenfive. 
both  to  individuals  and  to  the  King.  But  as  foon  as 
this  change  was  made,  nothing  more  was  to  be  re¬ 
quired.  His  IV] a j eft y  was  much  pleafed  with  this 
arrangement,  which  put  him  at  his  eafe  Having 
V  o  l.  i  V .  F  met 


93  THE  PRIVATE  LIFE 

inet  the  Duke  de  Bouillon,  who  was  loaded  with 
tii e  King  allied  him  how  his  affairs  went  on  ? 

'  er-v  badly.  Sire,”  anlwered  the  duke,  iniasin- 
oig,  perhaps,  that  he  fhould  awaken  the  Monarch’s 
benevolence  ;  “very  badly;  „iy  creditors  dill  tor- 
‘  “>eni  nie  exceedingly;  but  the  only  confolation  he 
received  from  the  King  was.  Why  don't  you  do  as  I  do  p 
Laver ry  Las  jufl  cleared  me. 

This  clearing  was,  in  faft,  an  additional  load; 
tor,  in  order  to  aflume  a  finder  air  of  fe verity,  the 
Comptroller  General— — very  different  from"  thofe 
vrho  take  no  account  of  the  injuftices  of  their  pre- 
deceffors,  and  do  not  think  theinfelves  obliged  to  re¬ 
pair  them— reftored  the  reduced  annuities  "upon  the 
tooting  of  the  old  capitals,  but  only  for  the  reim¬ 
bursement.  1  his  was  a  bait  thrown  out  to  his  bre¬ 
thren  or  the  Parliament,  who  had  many  of  thefe  an¬ 
nuities,  and  flattered  themfelves  they  fhould  be  reim- 
burfed  the  firft,  though,  according  to  the  edid,  this 
was  only  to  be  done  by  cailing'lots.  It  was  even 
laul,^  that  the  great  bench  v/as  paid  off  immediately  ; 
wlncn  confiderably  facilitated  the  re  raftering. 

The  Council  was  pleafed  with  M.  de  Laverdy  for 
tliis  contrivance,  which  thus  made  the  levying  of 
t;ie  two  Fingti ernes,  and  other  impofts,  legally  valid, 
whereas  otherwife  this  was  only  done  by  a  regifery 
entered  at  a  Bed  of  Juftice,  a  method  always  odious. 
The  Parliament  annihilated  by  this  all  their  own  re¬ 
in  on  (trances,  and  thofe  of  the  other  Parliaments; 
they  feemed  to  come  to  an  avowal  of  their  fault,  to 
\  ^  Ives  guilty  of  an  unreafonable  refiflance, 

and  to  acknowledge  the  juilice  of  the  ilrokes  of  au¬ 
thority  exerted  with  fo  much  rigour  againit  the  pro¬ 
vinces.  Accordingly,  the  Court  of  Aids,  more  at¬ 
tentive  to  avoid  this  inconfiltency,  and  to.preferve 
tne  honour  or  the  Magiftracy,  after  various  modifi¬ 
cations,  added  thefe  rem  rkable  words: 

“  Our  Paid  Lord  the  King  fhall  alfo  be  implored 
“  to  render  to  the  whole  body  of  the  Magiftracy 
“  the ijufti'ce  due  ro  them  for  the  unheard-of  violences 
fc<  exercifed  againtf  the  feveral  Courts  of  his  king- 
“  dom,  and  to  remove  the  apprehenfions  of  his  peo- 
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«  pie,  who,  witneffes  of  the  excefles  which  have 
66  been  committed  againll:  the  Magiflrates,.  have 
learnt  but  too  well  what  they  had  to  fear,  ii  fuch 
“  abufes  of  the  military  authority  were  not  fupprefled 
i{  by  the  fevered  punifhments.  Ordered,  that  coK 
t(  lated  copies  of  the  prefent  declaration,  and  ako  of 
<k  the  prefent  decree,  be  fent  to  the  provinces,  under 
“  the  jurifdiftion  of  a  Court  of  Subfidies,  &c  ” 

Another  part  of  this  edidf,  which  had  been  fingu- 
larly  flattering  to  the  Parliament,  and,  perhaps,  had 
impofed  in  a  certain  degree  upon  the  nation,  was 
the  eftablifliment  of  a  Chamber  compofed  of  the 
Members  of  that  Company,  to  attend  to  the  obfer- 
vance  of  the  edi<5t,  to  conduct  all  the  operations  of 
it,  and  to  decide  all  the  queitions  and  difputes  that 
might  arife  on  account  of  them.  But  this  c  hamber 
proved  ordv  an  additional  burthen  to  the  kingdom, 
from  the  falaries  given  to  its  n  embers.  Moreover, 
it  did  not  put  a  flop  to  the  embezzlement  of  the  fi¬ 
nances  ;  it  did  not  procure  any  exa<5lnet:>  in  the  pay¬ 
ments;  the  reimburfement  of  the  capitals  only  took 
place  once  or  twice,  as  much  as  was  neceflary  to 
fatisfy  the  engagements  taken  with  the  mo  ft  diftin- 
guifhed  members  of  this  Company  ;  and  t h s  /  di (or¬ 
der  of  the  finances,  inftead  of  diminifliing,  only  in- 
creafed.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was  neceflary  to 
fupply  the  King’s  expenfes,  who,  having  no  acknow¬ 
ledged  miftrefs,  had  many  caprices,  and  was  fur- 
rounded  by  greedy  courtiers  and  favourites,  who 
availed  themfelves  of  his  dafy  difpofition.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Dike  de  ChoiteuPs  prodigalities, 
who,  not  being  more  ceconom  cal  of  the  wealth  of 
the  State  than  of  his  own,  acted  the  part  o>  the  petty 
fovereign  in  his  way,  and  had  {till  more  creatures  to 
gratify  than  his  mafter. 

M.  de  Laverdy,  who,  under  an  hypocritical  air  of 
modefty,  entertained  an  unbounded  ambition,  not 
being  able  to  remain  in  office,  without  fupplying  the 
continual  demands  of  Lewis  XV.  and  of  his  Minifter, 
was  inceftantly  employed  in  feekihg  out  new  refour- 
ces  *,  and  as  he  had  none  in  the  branch  of  finances, 
which  he  did  not  in  the  leaft  underhand,  he  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  receive  ail  the  ideas  fuggefted  to  him  by  gree- 
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f  fuba,tern/:  Eve!7  time  there  was  a  want  of  mo- 
m  v,  recourfe  was  had  to  fome  new  fifcal  invention' 
,  >’,ch  occa"°ned  remonftrances  from  the  Courts,  for 

l'L  C-nU!'J  n0t  always  bribe  ;  and  fometimes  patrio’tifm 
^  ill-humour  prevailed.  Nothing  was  more  dif- 
gu; lung  than  the  aniwers  he  fuggefted  to  the  King 
n  wh,ch  J°'mng  the  meannefs  of  falfity  to  a  ridicu- 
.o„s  companion,  he  inceffantly  affured,  in  his  name, 

';m  h.s  A/ia  jelly  bore  his  lubjecls  in  his  heart  — 
ti  at  it  was  agamft  his  will  he  incieafed  the  burden 
o,  their  imports  j — that  he  hoped  foon  to  be  in  a 
conumon  to  relieve  them,  by  reforms  ;  by  ceconomy 
oy  a  good  admimftration,  and  by  the  improvement 
o,  the  finances  j  while  every  thing  which  paifed  un- 
o^r  the  eyes  of  the  nation,  was  a  manifeft  contradic¬ 
tion  to  thefe  declarations. 


It  yvas  this  Minifter  who  contributed  greatly  to  in- 
creafe  the  troubles  of  Brirany,  by  incroachin'o-  upon 
rhe  rights  oi  the  States,  by  writing  infolent  letters  to 
ttU\w’ X  afterwards  a /Turning  the'charafter  of  author 
and  hiftorian,  and  by  difperfing  pamphlets,  in  which 
ne  cavilled  with  their  writers,  to  deftroy  their  privi¬ 
leges,  and  eftablifh  the  delpotifm  of  the  Kin?  upon 
| ae  rums  oi  their  public  right.  One  may  ftilfrecol- 
ieeb  with  what  contempt  he  was  treated,  in  fongs 
made  upon  him  in  this  province.  Ridicule  was  the 
only  weapon  turned  againil  him,  and  with  effedt.  The 
fayne  was  foon  done  at  Paris  ;  and,  what  moftiy  ex- 
atperated  him,  was  a  caricature,  in  which  he  was  re- 
prefented  tinder  the  perfcn  of  a  man  carrying  a  baf- 
ket  upon  his  fhoulders,  with  a  cane  in  his^hand  in 
form  of  a  battle-ax  (the  diftinction  of  the  Comp¬ 
troller  General)  fearehing  in  all  the  erodings,  and  in 
every  heap  of  dirt.  From  the  end  of  his  cane  fome 
rolls  oi  paper  were  coming  out,  intitled.  Decrees  of 
Counci.  He  had  fpeftacles  upon  his  nofe  and 
Teemed  very  fhort-fighted.:  a  natural  as  well  as  mo¬ 
ral  defect  which  he  had.  At  the  bottom  of  the 
print  was  written,  Au  grand  Chiffonier  de  France*. 
In  parody  of  Vefpafian,  who  had  laid  a  tax  upon 
urine,  the  derifion  of  him  was  carried  fo  far  as  to 
addrefs  an  anonymous  project  to  him,  for  eftablifh- 
*  To  the  great  ragman  of  France. 
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ing  public  privies  in  barrows  at  the  corner  of  the 
ftreets,  into  which  one  could  not  enter  without  pay  . 
irm  a  tax  ;  a  project  oi  little  expence,  and  which 
was  to  bring  in  a  great  deal  to  the  Government.  It 
became  necehary  to  ddmils  a  Minider,  who,  being 
the  ridicule  of  the  Court,  and  of  the  city,  began  to 
excite  murmurs  and  infurreclions.  .  1  he  freedom 
granted  to  the  corn  trade,  both  within  and  without 
the  kingdom,  far  from  producing  thofe  falutary.et- 
fects  that  were  expended,  formed  a  did  reding  period, 
from  the  enormous  dearneis  ot  this  commodity  ;  a 
dearnefs  which  was  kept  up,  and  which,  except  fome 
flight  diminutions  at  intervals,  lalfed  till  the  dearo 
of  the  King.  Perfons  who  adhered  to  old  cuftoms, 
and  to  prejudices,  as  well  as  thofe  who  profited  by 
obtlacles  and  conftraints,  attributed  this  calamity  to 
the  fy ftem  of  the  innovators.  r;  he  ceconomids,  on 
the  contrary,  threw  the  blame  ot  it  upon  bad  har- 
vefts,  but  dill  more  upon  the  manner  in  which  their 
plan  had  been  modified  They  pretended,  that  a  half 
liberty  was  more  pernicious  than  a  total  conftraint. 
They  defended  themfeives  in  this  manner,  not  dar¬ 
ing  to  reveal  the  true  caule,  which  proceeded  from 
powerful  and  fecret  manoeuvres,  that  might  have 
been  traced  even  to  the  Throne,  and  the  Minider.s  ot 
which,  being  the  intermediate  agents,  let  feveral  tub¬ 
al  terns  in  motion,  who,  dreading  neither  infamy  nor 
the  public  hatred,  enriched  themfeives  with  the 
fpoils  of  the  people.  1  he  Government  were  happy 
to  put  a  dop  to  inquiries,  by  fixing  the  attention  of 
the  public  upon  a  difgraced  Viniiter,  who,  being 
particularly  intruded  with  the  adminiftration  ot  the 
corn,  feemed  refponfible  tor  all  the  evils  of  dearth. 
Such  were  the  politics  of  the  end  of  the  reign  ot  Lew¬ 
is  XV.  When  the  meafure  of  iniquity  was  full,  the 
author  was  difmilTed,  but  his  work  remained. 

M.  de  Laverdy — who,  upon  his  entering  into  the 
office  of  Comptroller  General,  had  wiibed  to  keep 
his  own  houfe,  in  order  to  retire  to  it  when  he  fhould 
return  to  a  private  life  ; — who  had  given  in  a  date 
of  his  moderate  fortune,  from  a  defire  that  it  fhould 
uot  be  increafed  during  his  management  ot  he  fman' 
ces; — who,  being  a  fon-in-law  ot  a  woollen-draper, 

F  3  fon 
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wiTC  ^'1W'  er>  an^  himfelf  of  the  commonalty 

fc  S t*7 k  t0  qr  .this  C,afs  of  had  /uf.' 

....  ,  !llelt,t0  be  ^treated  three  times  before  he 

fe  C  iIU0  thAC  Mimftry— went  out  of  it  a  very  dif- 
:n  !?'  ,A.  §eneaIogy  was  made  out  for  him 
w  lch  he  claimed  a  long  poffeffion  of  nobility  of 

fo 7?rT«re’  andTbecame  capable  of  aging 
CounfelTf  ’.0npurs;.  He  wanted  to  be  honorary 

the  Anl  t  °’  fe»»  lament*  honorary  Member  of 

hmt  ar  ?1J,  °-  £*‘re'’  and  hi"  vanity  was 

■  t  at  not  having  remained  long  enough  in  office 

o  be  decorated  with  the  Blue  Ribfnd.  Some  perit 
°rder.  t.°  PW  hls  court  him,  having  offered  him’ 
pT JUant  pnce  \0r  his  little  houfe  in  the  ftreet 
,  •  B"anc.s  manteaux,  he  fold  it,  and  the  Kino-  yave 
mm,  and  rebuilt  for  him,  the  fmall  hotel  of°Conti 

77p,bf11,fll  wh!fh’  even  hotel  of  the  Mint  was 
TT  l;P>.  -  tae  Part  that  was  contiguous  to  it. 

4  e  c„.UivA  ns  father-in-law,  who  was  very  rich  and 
retired  from  trade,  to  make  a  fecond  fortune,  more 
w.ifiderable  than  the  former.  He  procured  alfo  a 
great  fortune  to  his  brothers-in-law,  and  to  all  his 

gn!-v’  and  poffeffing  a  revenue  of  two  hun¬ 

dred  thoufand  Jiv res*,  had  reafon  to  write  to  his 
daughters,  in  announcing  to  them  his  retirement 
that  he  was  no  longer  in  the  finances.  This  was  the 
exprehion  he  made  ufe  or,  and  which  characterized 
exactly  the  manner  in  which  he  had  managed  his 
omce  to  his  own  emolument. 


27  Sept.  .  h)uke  Choifeul  appointed  M. 

raynon  ci  invau  his  iuccefior.  His  grati¬ 
tude  towards  this  Counfellor  of  State,  the  fagacity 
nc  thought  he  had  obferved  in  his  reports  to  the 
Council,  in  a  word,,  his  mild  and  moderate  difpoiD 
non,  rendered  him  in  his  opinion,  worthy  of  this 
trufi,  and  he  faltered  himfelf  to  be  blinded  by  friend- 
-flup.  L  elides,  as  the  Comptroller  General  was  now 
nothing  more  than  a  Firft  Clerk,  diftinguidied  by  the 
title  ot  Chiefi  ofi  the  Council  oj  Finance — a  dignity 
which  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  had  reitored  for  the 
XXd.e  ae  Praflin,  who,  himfelf  fatisfied  with  receiv- 


*  Upwards  of  eight  thoufand  pounds. 
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ins  the  rich  emoluments  of  the  otnce,  afted  only 
under  the  influence  of  Ins  coulin— •  the  Duke  dc 
Choifeul  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  might  afli.i  and 
diredt  his  favourite  with  his  couniels;  bat  he  oid  not 
find  in  him  the  man  he  expefted,  M.  d  lnvau,  of 
a  weak  ftate  of  health,  and  incapable  of  much  ap¬ 
plication,  was  unable  either  to  lupport  the  burthen 
by  himfelf,  or  to  obey  the  violent  mipulfe  ot  his 
leader;  he  was  equally  deficient  in  power  to  do 
good  or  evil.  He  did  not  flay  long  in  oihce.  '.e 
only  thing  he  can  be  reproached  with,  is,  dy  a  u  in 
coniplaifance  for  the  two  Minifters,  and  owcr  per- 
fons  of  the  Court,  who  had  formed  fpecmative  cal¬ 
culations  of  fortune  upon  the  fufpenfipn  ot  the  char¬ 
ter  of  the  India  Company,  to  have  ventured  the  hrft 
attack  upon  this  eftablllhment,  the  antiquity  and 
magnificence  of  which,  as  well  as  the  name  of  its 
founder,  ought  to  have  intitled  it  to  more  reipee..  t 
feems,  that  this  (lain  has  not  done  anv  injury  to  his 
reputation,  which  he  owes  perhaps  lets  to  himiei., 
than  to  his  predeceffor  and  his  fucceflor.  However 
this  may  be,  the  public  were  pleafed  with  the  cou¬ 
rage  he  had,  to  fend  in  his  refignanon  after  the 
meeting  of  a  Council,  in  which  his  projeds  were 
not  approved,  and  (fill  more  with  his  having  mtrea- 
ted  the  King  to  permit  him  to  reluie  the  cuftomary 
penfion,  and,  as  he  had  not  been  of  any  uie  to  tne 
State  during  his  Miniftry,  that  he  might  not  at  leaft 
be  a  burthen  to  it  in  his  retirement  from  brume! s. 
He  was  iucceeded  bv  the  famous  Abbe  1  errai,  who 
will  foon  diftinguifh  himfelf  in  the  circle  of  Minifters 
co-operating  to  fubvert  the  conftitution  of  the  State, 
and  to  complete  the  ruin  of  the  finances  and  of  the 
Kin  Vs  credit.  The  party  of  the  Cho.ifeul’s  began 
to  decline.  The  new  Comptroller  Genera!  was 
created  by  the  Chancellor  Maupeou,  who,  niedita- 
ing  on  his  part  a  great  revolution  in  tne  Iv.  agifirucy, 
was  in  want  of  luch  an  alfillant. 

The  Parliaments  were  in  a  more  violent  ferment 
than  ever.  The  feeds  of  difeord  (own  among  them 
by  the  pre-eminence  granted  to  the  Parliament  of 
Paris,  had  produced  only  a  momentary  divifion.  A 

•  .  concern 
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reTnYte  T°Z  obliSed  the™  to 

had  ii  i  ole  fled  rt  °f  thofb  rulers  who 

to  the  exnrefllr,  f’  hey.  bad  reaffumed,  according 

U  hunt  Jul^*  L  a  r  ebratY  Att0rney  General! 

The  filence  v^hi’-h  the  CoYrYhaT"  r  i°"S  time- 

-i,  whickp,i";4  hlJtzrvi  sir  ^ 

“ke  *  .™=  cl,,,"  tSI  nl“'» 

7“w  ’I  hYdYP'Y  anY  T'tH  greater  v*°Rnce. 

1 765 •  „  \de  rf  l0n,of  the  Parliament  of  Pan 

pofe  themfelves" with' VufficiewftreY  YT  YYT'i  °P'" 

-^dlYm  tYboh.edP,eafUre  °f  ^ 

tJnlVrl  Jb  rdnr  enterPrizes  ;  and  the  two  Ac- 
fellors  of  tlm  Co°  ”"Y  35  Weli  as  f^eral  Coun- 

*ors  n  tllat  Court,  at  the  eve  of  lolm*  their  head, 
nmde  the  Magnates  of  the  other  Counts  fenfible  of 

brerh'Y^'7  Y  redoubling  their  efforts  to  fave  thefe 

'X-.d/ T,  *'"■  Thj’.,ri,i  ■>  •*«  i>  JLiX 

TuJ&T  i""'dibis 

lefuitYY'  'Yi'-6  fri°m  the  decrees  *flited  againft  the 
ivj  dl  it*  Yh  I'"  Ye  \ccounis  given  On  this  fubjedt, 
J: d  la  Chalotais,  the  author  of  thefe  writings 
ppeared  the  moil  formidable  adverfary  they  had 'in 

d SXnYf’  nY  having  being  abIe  to  prevent  the" 
eUruchon,  they  thought  of  availing  themfelves  of  the 

powerful  party  they  had  in  this  province,  in  order  to 

xcite  troubles  there,  and  make  it  the  center  of  their 

intrigues  to  procure  their  reftoration,  or  at  leaf!  to 

avenge  themfelves.  The  States  of  1762,  had  fur- 

i.htd  them  with  the  opportunity  of  beginning.  1  he 

B  ihops,  with  Defnos,  the  Bilhop  of  Rennes,  at 

leir  head,  were  for  them.  Almoft  ail  the  Order  of 

ile  Uer&7>  fome  members  of  rhe  Nobility, 

*J^Per  I?and*  ™S  Attorne7  General  was  M.  de  la 
louis,  ,n  a  letter  to  his  Ion,  printed  at  the  trial. 

of  M  dellrTT*  -1'  V*TuX' Laken  fr?m  a  manufdliPt  memorial 
Kohan  Cha  otais’  which  is  m  the  library  of  the  Duke  de 

compofed 


O  F  L  E  W  I  S  XV.  105 

compofed  a  confiderable  number,  fupported  and  pro¬ 
tected  by  the  Commandant,  who,  moreover,  dilpo- 
fed  of  the  Commonality. 

Their  objeCt  had  been,  to  invalidate  the  decrees 
that  had  diffolved  the  Society  in  Rritainy,  as  being 
made  agaimt  the  rights  of  the  States — to  oppofe 
thefe  rights  to  thofe  of  the  Parliaments — and  to  fet 
the  nation  againft  itfelf.  'The  partizans  were  very 
warm  j  fome  gentlemen  of  quality  ufe  menacing 
expreffions  to  each  other  upon  the  theatre  J,  and  the 
Duke  d’Aiguillon,  who  ought  to  have  put  a  ftop  to 
thefe  excelfes,  indirectly  gave  a  fanclion  to  them 
by  his  filence.  They  returned  three  times  to  the 
charge  ;  and  fome  letters,  real  or  fictitious,  of  the 
late  Dauphm,  were  clandeftinely  read,,  or  caufed  to 
be  read,  to  excite  the  people  in  favour  of  the  Jefu- 
its  ;  and  if  thefe  commotions  had  been  left  to  take 
their  free  courfe,  they  would  probably  have  brought 
on  a  civil  war  in  the  province,  which  would  foon 
after  have  diffufed  itfelf  through  the  whole  kingdom. 

M.  de  la  Chalotais,  as  much  interetled  by  motives 
of  felf-love,  and  perfonal  fafety,  as  of  patriotiim, 
in  fupporting  an  affair  of  which  he  had  been  the 
chief  inftigator,  averted  the  troubles  which  the 
Commandant — alternately  protected  by  the  Jefuits, 
or  protecting  them — was  endeavouring  to  excite  in 
their  favour.  He  gave  previous  information  to  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul  or  their  complicated  manoeuvres  ; 
which  being  detected,  loft  ail  their  effect  in  the 
States:  But  the  Society  thought,  notwithstanding, 
that  they  had  gained  a  confiderable  point,  in  making 
their  quarrel  perfonal  to  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon,  who 
was  become  an  implacable  enemy  to  their  opponent. 
Proud  of  this  Chief,  they  laid  the  plan  of  fucceding 
in  another  manner 

There  were  in  Britany  general  complaints  againft 
the  administration  of  the  Commandant  concerning 
the  great  roads  The  Parliament  hail  taken  them 
into  confideration,  and,  as  the  Magiftrates  who 

■£  The  name  given  to  the  place  where  the  General  Aflembly 
of  the  three  Orders  of  the  State  is  holden. 

F  5  brought 
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brought  the  complaints  were  the  fame  as  had  an- 

r>eaired  A”  0PPoflli?n  ro  the  Jefuits,  thefe  and  the 
-Juke  d  AiguilJon  joined  themfelves  to  effeft  their 
dellruclion.  By  a  broke  of  policy  worthy  of  thefe 
bathers  in  provoking  the  vanity  of  the  'Comptroller, 
Oeneral  Laverdy,  they  made  this  conceited  man, 
who  was  an  outrageous  Janfenift,  and  had  been  one 
oi  their  mod  indefatigable  enemies  in  the  Companv 
concur  indirectly  in  their  project.  Exafperated  at 
being  made  the  iport  of  the  province,  he  feconded 
the  Duke  d* AiguilJon  in  multiplying  the  ftrckes  of 
authority  againd  it,  and  againft  the  Parliament.  He 
was  carried  fo  far  from  his  own  meafures,  that,  by 
a  lories  of  incomprehenfible  proceedings,  feveral  of 
which  v/ere  prepared  with  fo  much  artifice  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  avoid  the  fnare,  the  Magidrates 
were  hurried  into  the  refolution  of  giving  in  their 
r e iigna t ions,  which  icarce  any  one  of  them  wiflied 
to  do. 

h  he  Jefuits  and  their  partisans,  thus  being  maf- 
ters  of  the  field,  held  all  the  affemblies  and  all  the 
conventicles  they  thought  proper  ;  the  refult  of 
which  was  to  complete  their  work  in  the  province 
by  the  dedrudtion  of  M.  de  la  Chalotais,  whom  they 
could  not  forgive  for  the  accounts  he  had  publi/bed, 
in  which  he  had  fo  eloquently  difplayed  the  defeats 
in  the  conditution  and  management  of  the  Order 
and  who,  during  the  Affembly  of  the  States,  had 
oppofed  their  manoeuvres  with  all  his  power.  His 
Ion,  and  fome  Magiftrates  who  had  been  the  moll 
earned  in  oppofmg  them,  were  to  become  victims  of 
the  plot  by  implication.  All  the  circumftances  were 
favourable  to  the  fuccefs  of  it  j  they  had  for  them 
the  Commandant  of  the  province,  and  his  uncle  the 
Count  de  St.  Florentin,  who  had  Britany  in  his  de¬ 
partment — who,  from  his  pod,  being  the  interpreter 
of  tfm  will  of  the  Sovereign,  was  thus  both  judge 
and  party,  and  had  been  infamous  enough  not  to  ex¬ 
cept  aga  ind  hirnfelf  on  fuch  an  occafion  They  had 
fome  other  members  of  the  Parliament,  the  only 
ones  that  remained,  and  were  ready  to  form  a  tribu¬ 
nal  which  was  to  be  totally  devoted  to  them.  In 

a  word, 
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a  word,  thev  had  the  King  hkewife,  who  was  To 
highly  offended  and  incenfed  againft  the  people  of 
Bntainv,  that  he  was  determined  not  to  grant  t  iem 
any  favour  of  any  kind  :  he  had  apprized,  the  M, mi¬ 
ters  of  this,  and  even  the  one  who  had  the  dilpenla- 

tion  of  ecclefiaftical  favours  *.  .  .  . 

The  defolation  prevailing  in  the  province  by  the 
difperfion  of  the  Parliament,  produced  murmurs, 
complaints,  pamphlets,  and  acts  of  defpatr  ox  which, 
even  advantages  were  taken.  It  is  molt  prob.i  olc 
that,  under  favour  of  this  general  ferment,  pieces 
were  drawn  up  proper  for  their  defign,  and  laid  to 
the  charge  of  the  malecontents.  _  Already  a  p'Ocels 
was  begun  at  Paris,  concerning  divers  intrigues  prac¬ 
ticed  to°excite  confufion,  refpeaing  leyeral  defama¬ 
tory  libels,  as  well  in  profe  as  in  verle,  tending  to 
attack  the  honour  and  reputation  of  certain  Magi. - 

trates,  or  other  zealous  fubjefts  devoted  to  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  relating  to  many  anonymous  *etiers  inju¬ 
rious  to  the  Royal  authority,  add r died  to  the  ivhmf- 
ters.  The  cognizance  oi  thefe  matters  had  been 
referred  to  the  Parliament  of  the  capital  ;  and  while 
they  were  employed  in  this  bufneis,  fieili  acts  of 

violence  were  carrying  on. 

In  the  night  from  the  i  oth  to  the  i  itn  o*  Novem¬ 
ber  176c,  Meffieurs  de  Chalotais,  father  and  ion, 
and  three  Counfellors  of  the  depofed  Parliament, 
were  carried  off  by  armed  men,  with  the  moll  Scan¬ 
dalous  apparatus.  It  was  afterwards  made  public 
by  an  a 61  of  Royalty,  in  which  the  King  mimed 
was  made  the  accufer,  that  thefe  Ma gif  rates  naa 
been  reprefented  to  him  as  equally  enemies  to  Ins 
authority  and  to  public  tranquility.  It 
was  Paid,  that  they  were  with  reafon  f u(- 
pe6led  of  having  for  tome  time  paif  en¬ 
deavoured  to  excite  and  foment  danger¬ 
ous  commotions  in  Britainy  ;  that,  m  or¬ 
der  to  fucceed  in  this,  they  had  form- 


Letters 
Potent ,  of 
the  i6tk 
of  Nov. 
.1765. 


*  This  anecdote'  is  to  be  found  in  a  letter  of  M.  Piquet  de 
Montreuii,  Courifeilor  of  the  Grand  Chamber  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Britany,  dated  from  Verfailles,  the  a8th  of  December 
1764,  and  depofited  at  the  trial. 
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fufpicious  correfpondenees— th'af  fha.dfi-®pt  ,UP 

defaming  by  feverallfhX fa,:Isfied  with 

uXtaken!toediVribu[ee  ^  ^had 

wtSSS«i 

Vourt,  injurious  to  the  perfon  of  the  Monarch  n 
derogatory  to  the  Royal  Maieftv  '  ’ 

wlVCfUCh  VVgUVCCUfati0!1S’  a  procefs 

j?un;  no  'unilar  inftance  of  which  has  ever  m 
reared  ,n  the  annals  of  juftice.  To  keep  up  the  appear' 

l  0  reg“  amv.and  more  effedually  to  deceive  the 

"r2trrS  made  t0  "le  Foment  of Bri! 
r;J  a‘Tembled,  to  return  their  refignations  and 

■  ~-r  them  to  try  their  confined  members  ’  This 

manoeuvre  was  intended  to  propagate  a  belief  tha 

Keir  cnme  was  thoroughlyP  ascertained  {  that  at 

g'reatefte'imWne3rer  arCUlec  w!th  fairnefs-  and  with  ‘he 
g  -  ted  impartiality,  fince  no  other  tribunal  was 

Xu  bmTt  XX  WhiCh  ‘he  !aW  al,owed 

m  but  at  the  fame  time,  to  this  offer  was  added 

ftmes  to  f’lfif  1  “i  Wau  lmP°ffib,e  for  ‘he  Magi- 
‘j‘  °[ na.,,'?1.y*  by  refuming  their  functions 

country^  Tl  7  tlelr  '^"T’  the'r  0ath'  and  their 
country  ,  he  matter  turned  out  as  it  had  beer,  fore- 

:en,  ;,he  Parliament,  deliberating  upon  the  orders 
°  the  King,  fettled  that  the  motives  which  had  de- 

inrfuj"fl?em  ^  aCu  °f  refiSnalion  ft*ll  remained 
i  full  force  and  they  therefore  perlifted  in  it  •  even 

f  1,6  °f  thofo  ^J110  bfd  not  refigned  before,  acceded 
12  Nov.  10  ‘he  aft  upon  this  occafion.  This  was 

1765.  what  was  defired.  Encouraged  therefore 
.  uy  the  example  of  the  Parliament  of  Pau 

n  was  refolved  to  form  anew  that  of  Rennes  upon 
the  fame  footing,  and  ,n  the  mean  while  it  was  pro- 
vifionally  holden  by  the  Council.  As  foon  as  this 
•ourt  was^ opened,  letters  patent  were  directed  to  it, 

tria^  of  the  Magiftrates  accufed. 

Having 
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H  aving  then  recruited  the  corps  with 
fome  of  the  difmiffed  officers,  it  appeared 
for  a  time  that  the  cognizance  of  the  af¬ 
fair  was  to  be  referred  to  them.  This 
manoeuvre  had  been  concerted  with  them, 
who,  being  no  lefs  enemies  of  thefe  illuftrious  pri¬ 
soners —  whofe  firmnefs  was  a  perpetual  reproach  of 
their  bafenefs — did  not,  however,  dare  to  give  the 
judgment  wiilaed  for  by  the  Court,  and  gave  up  a 
right,  the  enjoyment  of  which,  though  they  were 
at  liberty  to  refute,  yet  they  could  not  deprive  the 
prifoners  of  it.  This  furnifhed  a  pretence  for  order¬ 
ing  the  Com  million  ers  to  continue  the  inquiry,  and 
for  this  purpoie  new  letters  patent  were 
iffued,  Signifying  the  eftablifliment  of  a 
commiflion  from  the  King’s  Council,  to  hold 
a  Royal  Court  of  Juftice  at  Saint  Malo’s. 

It  was  in  that  town  that  this  Sham  Tribunal  f , 
which  had  disappeared  from  Rennes,  was  reproduced. 
It  was  there  that,  alter  having  experienced  all  the 
revolutions,  all  the  modifications,  all  the  changes  of 
places,  and  of  marches,  which  the  Commandant  of 
the  province,  the  fecret  infcigator  of  this  machina¬ 
tion,  chote — circumftances  which  occafioned  as  many 
variations  in  the  proceedings  ; — it  was  there  that, 
with  new  formalities  created  for  this  affair — with 
laws  multiplied  for  it  alone,  fabricated  by  the  ac- 
cuier,  fucceffively  derogating  from  each  other,  and 
porportioned  to  days,  minutes,  and  to  the  difficulties 
that  aroie — a  code  was  invented  on  purpofe  to  crimi¬ 
nate  the  accufed  perfons,  and  to  effect  their  condem¬ 
nation..  Already  was  every  thing  prepared  for  the 
execution  of  a  Sentence  Settled  at  Versailles  previous 
to  the  departure  of  the  Commiffioners —  and,  if  an 
uncontroverted  tradition  may  be  credited,  the  execu¬ 
tioner  was  fet  out,  with  all  the  indruments  for  the 
bufinefs,  which  was  to  have  been  haftily  performed 
in  the  cidatil  of  Saint  Malo- — when  the  vigorous  re- 
monftrances  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris  awakened  a 

p  An  expreffion  made  ufe  of  in  the  Remonftrances  of  the 
Parliament  fitting  at  Rouen,  addrefled  to  the  King,  in  17 65. 

Salutary 
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-j-  >  ^  in  the  heart  of  the  Monarch.  The 

Duke  tie  Choifeul  went  to  the  King  at  the  very  time 
y/hen  he  was  tormented  with  dreafui  anxiety  :  he 
improved  his  emotion,  and  caufed  the  decree  of 
blood  to  be  revoked. 

'i  he  affair  took  another  turn,  the  powers  of  the 
it  Feb  Dommiflioners  ceafed,  the  continuation  of 
/760  *  the  procefs  came  before  the  natural  judges, 
who  had  been  conftantly  claimed  by  "the 
prifoners  ;  but  thefe  natural  judges,  being  only  in 
Imall  numbers — either  gained  over  by  favours  cr 
intimidated  by  threats — could  not  conftitute  the 
true  Parliament,  which  exifted  in  the  exiled  mem¬ 
bers.  M.  de  la  Chalotais,  and  his  fellow  accufed 
declined  being  judged  by  that  tribunal,  in  the 
Hate  it  was,  inafmuch  as  it  was  unable  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  caufe  of  an  individual  much  lefs 
of  one  refpecling  the  members  of  a  Court,  who  had 
a  right  to  be  judged  by  all  the  Chambers  affembled  ; 
and  they  therefore  required  to  be  referred  to  the 
Parliament  of  Bourdeauc  f.  The  information  of  the 
caufe  was  not  lefs  continued  at  the  fuit  of  M.  Geof- 
froy  de  la  Ville-Blanche,  Counfellor,  appointed  At¬ 
torney  General  for  that  purpofe,  although  he  had 
declared,  in  order  that  he. might  be  excepted  again!!, 
his  great  enmity  to  M.  de  Caradeuc*  All  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  this  caufe  were  a  fingular  compound  of 
irregularity  and  defpotifm,  in  which  order  feemed 
now  and  then  to  be  reverted  to,  merely  that  it  might 
afterwards  be  departed  from  in  a  more  extraordinary 
manner.  By  a  decree  of  Council,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  con¬ 
cerning  the  fir  ft  troubles  in  Britany,  fhould  be  fent 
back  to  the  office  of  the  Parliament  of  that  province, 
ta  be  added  to  the  criminal  procefs  which  was  going 
on  there  and  accordingly,  in  the  Eafter  vacation, 
thofe  pieces  were  carried  off  in  a  forcible  manner 

4*  This  Parliament  is  pointed  out  by  the  crdonnance  of  1737, 
to  be  fubftituted  to  that  of  P^ennes,  in  cafes  wherein  the  latter 
is  not  in  a  condition  to  take  cognizance  of  the  affairs  brought 
before  them. 


from 
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from  the  Recorder,  who  was  fo  much  confounded  at 
this  extra-judicial  a  a,  that  he  had  the  weaknefs  to 

give  them  up 

After  this  re-union,  another  reparation  ju^ 
took  place  ;  at  length  a  reference  to  tne  jy66. 
Council,  and  the  removal  oi  the  prisoners  22,  yVbv 
to  the  Baftile:  this  occafioned  frelh^re-  l766. 
monftrances  from  them,  who  per  fid  ed  in  # 
requiring  to  be  judged  by  the  tnounal  pointed  out 
by  the  law.  Then  it  was,  that,  in  a  folemn  affem- 
bly  of  the  Council  of  the  parties,  where  the  Ring 
a  {lifted,  after  an  hiftorical  detail  made  by  M  le  Noir, 
the  Recorder,  who  finifhed  his  Speech  by  inviting 
the  King  to  mercy,  his  Majefty  faid,  that  it  was  un- 
necelfary  that  he'fhould  know  any  thing  more  about 
the  matter,  and  that  he  would  not  have  any  fentence 
paiTed.  He  at  the  fame  time  gave  orders  for  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  all  offences  and  accusations  upon 
that  fubjedt,  which  took  place  by  letters 

from  the  great  feal.  .  . 

While  the  Sovereign’s  wifdom,  moderation,  and 
goodnefs  were  extolled,  by  a  manifeft  contradiction, 
he  was  made  to  exercife  the  mo  ft  revolting  tyranny. 
The  Magiftrates,  when  they  left  the  Baftille,  not 
only  were  not  reinitiated  in  their  functions,  but  his 
Majefty  was  made  to  declare,  that  he  would  never 
reftore  his  confidence  nor  his  good  graces  to  thofe 
Attornies  General.  They  were  all  banished,  with 
exceeding  feverity,  and  were  not  even  allowed  to 
fee  their  friends  or  relations  before  they  went. 

The  Parliament  of  Paris  infilling  upon  ^  Jan, 
the  inconfiltency  of  a  punifhment  ftill  ca*  1167, 
pable  of  keeping  up  fufpicions  againlt  the 
accufed,  the  King  declared,  that  their  honour  <was 
not  called  in  quejlion.  1  hus  it  is,  that  by  iniferable 
fubterfuges,  fuggelled  to  the  private  revenge  of 
Lewis  XV.  their  enemies  gratified  their  own.  1  hey 
had  piqued  the  vanity  of  the  King  by  intercepted 
letters,  wherein  the  Magiftrates,  without  offending 
the  Majefty  of  the  throne,  treated  the  man  with  a 
degree  of  franknefs  to  which  he  was  unaccus¬ 
tomed. 

They 
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fir  ,  ^  u3n§U^ed  ^evera*  years,  during  which 
ne.  neither  their  repeated  memorials,  nor  the  foli 

citations  ot  the  Courts,  could  operate  any  thin*  in 

lae,r  far0Ur-  , fn  a  WOrd>  ‘hough  .heir  innocence had 
been  acknowledged,  they  could  not  obtain  any  WaI 

mode  of  juft.fi cation  ;  but  were  conftantly  the  Wc- 
tims,  and  their  opprellors  triumphed;  a  fpecies  of 
miquity  adapted  to  the  horrid  period  of  the  a  ° 
which  is  the  objeft  of  our  prefen?  attention.  S 
.  8uch*  conduft,  tar  from  reftoring  peace  to  the  pro- 
vmce  of  Lritany  as  the  King  had  been  flattered 
it  would,  lerved  only  to  increafe  the  difturbances 
Fne  cabals  of  the  Jefuits  continued  (fill  to  excite 
d.lcord  in  all  parts.  1  he  Parliament,  a  vain  phan! 
.om  bereft  of  its  ancient  fplendor,  was  no  longer 
the  fanOuary  of  juftice,  but  a  receptacle  of  iniquity  • 
a  ridiculous  tribunal,  called  the  Baily^Uk  ofAiglu 
/nrr  The  du-ided  States  faw  the  ftrokes  of  authority 

Tv'kT  T.T  t  le',r  exP,nnS  liberty.  The  Order 
o.  Nobility  (till  ftruggled  againft  the  two  other  Or¬ 
ders,  whicn  were  entirely  fubdued,  but  were  them- 
felv.es  inwardly  ag, fated  by  a  fchifm,  excited  by  the 
intrigues  of  the  Commandant.  This  man— who  was 
an  aplolure  defpot,  furrounded  with  fpies,  informers 
and  mini  tiers  ot  his  fury,  and  who  was  mailer  of  the 
letters  de  Cachet ,  which  his  uncle  the  Minifter  o-ave 
out  at  pleafure — depopulated  the  province  of  it? de¬ 
fenders,  by  dint  ot  exiles  and  proferiptions  *.  In  a 
word,  he  had  undertaken  to  accomplifh  the  total  dp 
ftruftionof  the  conftitution  of  Britany,  in  cauftng  to 
pe  regiftered  by  command  a  terrible  ftatute,  conftft- 
mg  ot  two  hundred  and  thirty,  one  articles,  *  the  infi- 
dious  arrangements  of  which  tended  for  the  moil 
part  to  erebt  into  a  law  all  the  innovations  he  had  in¬ 
troduced,  all  the  abufes  of  authority  he  had  commit¬ 
ted,  all  the  violences  he  had  attempted,  and  in  a  word 
a  ftatute  entirely  fubverfive  of  the  privileges  and  an-' 
cient  cuftoms,  as  well  in  the  form  as  in  the  matter 


A0—,.0*'  theStates  of  Britany  to  the  memorial 
the  Dakg  d  Aigm  l°u  m  which  are  computed  134  letters 
dt  Cachet  given  out  in  the  courfe  of  about  three  years 

Fortunately 
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Fortunately  for  the  inhabitants  of  Britany,  this 
was  the  end  of  the  adminillration  of  the  Comman¬ 
dant.  The  meafure  of  his  iniquities  was  full,  and  the 
nation,  in  defpair,  might  have  been  induced  to  pro¬ 
ceed  to  the  moll  dreadful  extremities  :  it  was  under 
this  point  of  view,  at  leall,  that  the  Duke  de  Choi- 
i'eul — a  perlonal  enemy  to  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon,  of 
whole  excefllve  ambition  he  (food  in  awe — reprelent- 
ed  matters  to  the  Monarch,  in  order  to  raife  his  fears. 
After  having  infpired  him  with  anxiety  concerning 
the  ifatute,  he  described  the  troubles  it  would  necet- 
J'arily  occaiion  'in  the  enfuing  fefiion  of  the  States,  and 
iuggelled  the  plan  of  convoking,  an  extra-feihon,  in 
which  it  might  be  more  freely  adopted.  This  Mi- 
niiler  knew  how  the  King  was  to  be  managed  ;  who 
would  have  refufed  to  deftroy  at  once  an  odious  mat¬ 
ter,  executed  by  his  orders  He  fpoke  only  of  1  oft¬ 
en  i  n  g  s ,  and  modifications,  which  would  not  call  his* 
authority  in  queftion,  and  which,  by  preferving  the 
neceffary  difpolitions  to  contain  the  tumultuous  com¬ 
motions  of  the  States,  would  more  effeflually  enflave 
the  Nobility,  when  they  fhould  have  concurred  in 
forging  their  own  chains.  In  order  the  better  to  fe- 
duce  his  matter,  he  propofed  that  this  commiflion 
fhould  be  given  to  the  Prefident  Ogier,  a  man  per- 
fonally  agreeable  to  his  Majefty,  whofe  mild  and 
conciliating  difpofition  he  was  fond  of,  and  in  whom 
he  repofed  an  entire  confidence.  Befides,  he  was  a 
lawyer,  very  well  verfed  in  the  forms,  and  who,  Grip¬ 
ped  of  all  the  military  apparatus  of  the  Command¬ 
ant,  would  only  have  the  appearance  of  a  peace¬ 
maker.  Lewis  XV.  confented,  or  rather  fuffered 
himtelf  to  be  drawn  into  this  meafure,  and  the  Com- 
iriitfioner  was  appointed. 

The  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  who  was  fenfible  where 
the  ttroke  would  fall,  difembled  his  refentment,  but 
he  endeavoured  by  his  emiflaries  to  efcape  it,  by  fo¬ 
menting  the  fpirit  of  faction,  which  it  was  his  intereft 
at  this  inftant  to  keep  up.  Having  let  his  venal 
writers  at  work,  he  caufed  to  be  printed  and  pub- 
ijfhed,  almoft  on  the  eve  of  the  extraordinary  aifem- 

bly 
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February  of  1 768,  a  pamphlet,  entitled  Din 
'768-  S‘eS\’  'h  Wh'Ch  tw.°.or  three  fpeakers 

the  whole  Order  of'i^N  n’"*10"’  t0  incu,Pate 
on*.  The  P-rtiL  f  f  her  r>ob,llJ7,  and  feed  dilfenti- 
heart  „  fl  u  “  °f  ,Hnra,T  had  i[  too  much  at 
ftorm'  a  r"tAr  at  a  oahn  would  fucceed  to  the 

There  7  *S  the  Frefident  <¥«  fcould  appear 
AlTemblip Vei"  W3S  more  harmony  prevailing  in  the 
The  r'  l"S’  „ever  n,°re  union  between  the  Orders 

predOl  7  anCe  Wh!ch  -the  Duke  de  Choifeul  had 

Monarch’ 7"  -°rder  t0  'nd,jce  the  vanity  of  the 

The  oninion  Sf 6  Wl7’  haPPened  as  he  had  faid. 
Maiellv  rt,  °i  conhnmg  themielves  to  intreat  his 

ond  7  hr  ruld  be  Pleafed  >o  withdraw  the 

med7  7  legjhation,  which  the  States  com! 

upon  if  b  ’  t0rd,’Penfe  them  ^en  from  deliberating 
vines’  it  he^6’  ailCOrd1lnS  t0  right  and  ancient  pri- 
tutef  n’J  b,e!°n§ea  ,t0  t,hem  to  make  their  own  fia- 

v  7  n  7  hr  S°°d  P  eaPure — this  opinion,  which 

mand?7ng..m7'Pff°flef  br  '7  partizans  of  the  Com- 

«ereft  V  -ed  81  t,me  t0  def>’nd  the 

,7i7  j  he  Province’  which  they  had  fo  often 
v  elated,  was  rejefted.  They  contented  themielves 

Cle7f7re  pel  i  Pr0tfft’  W'th  €xan'ining  it  one  arti- 
c  e  after  another  ,  and  authority,  which  is  always  in. 

77s  rhfS’  f  eferv,e'd  aH  its  influence-  The  President 

was  obi,g  d  (°  mak  the  eulogium  of  the  Bretons  at 
-ou.  t  and  n  was  decided  that  the  Duke  of  Dura* 

th:sfatbeestheperf0nt°  h°ld  ^  Grand  Affembly  of 

Ali  thefe  changes  muft  of  neceffity  have  brought 

wl7  PffhA  7'Urn  °f  t!>e  Parlia»ient,  which  in  faft 
was  elicited  a  year  after,  to  which  even  were  re- 

vmited  the  four  Magiftrates  f  involved  in  the  pro- 

ccjs  01  tiie  Attorntes  General,  who  were  the  only 

pei.ons  whom  the  King  would  never  forgive,  con- 

tuning  himfelf  always  with  declaring  them  innocent. 


*  fsfe,The  Anfwer  of  the  States,  &c. 

ChlretteTt  fh^ere?  de  la,  Gafcherie,  Piquet  de  Montreml, 
Kirfalsun,  arrested  aftelwarS  “  3rrefted’  and  de 

but 
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but  frill  pretending  to  have  private  reafons  for  de¬ 
taining  them  in  exile.  The  Attornies  General  avail¬ 
ed  thelnfelves  of  this  rigour,  to  have  recourfe  again 
to  their  corps,  and  to  demano  juft  ideation,  wn  01 
they  had  folicited  in  vain  from  all  the  tribunals:  this 
brought  on  the  extraordinary  caufe  tried  before  the 
Court  of  Peers  ;  a  fmgular  event,  beyond  all  thofe- 
which  had  contributed  to  bring  it  on,  and  which  was 
terminated  by  a  ftill  more  lingular  concluhon,  the 
fore-runner  of  the  abfolute  deftrudtion  of  all  order,  oi 
the  Magiftracy,  and  of  the  laws. 

M.  Lamoignon  vde  Blanc- iVlel nil  had  feveie.  \  e- 
oroaches  to  make  to  himfelf,  on  account  ot  his  too 
great  facility  in  yielding  to  the  defpotiim  or  the  Court, 
Being  at  the  head  ot  the  Magiftracy,  he  had  feen,  for 
the  courfe  of  ten  years,  continual  florins  riling  under 
his  influence  agamft  the  members  or  that  body  ^  he 
had  inflicted  one  exile  aiter  another,  had  illued. man¬ 
dates,  and  occafloned  imprisonments,  at  Baris,  at 
Bourdeaux,  at  Aix,  at  Rouen,  at  Pvennrc,  at  Be  fan- 
con,  at  Grenoble,  and  at  1  ouloufe  ;  he  had  given  ge¬ 
neral  and  particular  attacks  to  the  Courts  of  Magi¬ 
ftracy,  Sometimes  by  the  eftabliflnment  of  a  Chambre 
Royale—{ ometimes  by  inftigating  the  people  of  the 
Grand  Council  agamft:  all  the  claftes  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ments — Sometimes  bv  flowing  the  fleeds  of  diviflon 
between  the  States  and  the  Parliament  of  the  fame 
province,  He  had  at  laft  found  out  the  abyfs  he 
was  infenfibly  digging  under  the  foundations  of  the 
tottering  State  ;  he  had  Shuddered  at  it,  and  in^  his 
remorfe^ had  refufed  to  Suffer  the  principle  of  diffolu- 
tion — that  is,  the  fubftitution  of  authority  to  law, 
which  he  had  too  much  encouraged — to  gain  any  fur¬ 
ther  ground.  He  had  equally  reiufed  to  give  in  his 
reftgnation,  and,  in  a  ftate  of  inaction  lefs  ignomini¬ 
ous  than  all  his  exertions,  in  an  exile  more  calm  than 
the  day  of  his  profperity,  he  lamented  the  evils,  of 
which  he  might,  however,  confider  himfelf  as  the 
principal  author. 

M.  de  Maupeou  had  been  Substituted  to  him,  who 
had  for  feveral  years  expected  the  reward  of  his  de¬ 
fection,  and,  noticing  able  by  any  inflnuations  to  de¬ 
termine 


termine  M.  de  Blanc-Mefnil  to  receive  him  as  his 
ucceflor,  had  caufe  himfelf  to  be  appointed  Vice- 

4  Off.  Chancellor,  when  he  obtained  the  Teals  •  a 
1763.  phantom  of  a  title,  which  he  enjoyed  onlv 

m  zrl  T  rile  Almanack.  1  he  Parliament  refufed 
to  acknow  edge  him,  and  the  Magiftrates,  playin^ 
upon  this  title,  charaaerized  him  energeti  aflv ^  by 
calling  him  le  Vice  *  He  was  a  fine  fpeake./’very 

tonTd-  rr{,  “P?'e'i  and  lmder  whofe  adminiftra* 
n  palled  all  thofe  horrors  we  have  jult  be^n  d-f- 
cribing.  J 

It  was  under  his  Chancellorfhip  that  the  famous 
cflion  was  ho, den  by  the  King  in  the  Parliament, 
3  March  f,  led  flagellation,  becaufe  it  refem- 
1766.  ,'ed  mui*  lllat  of  Lewis  XIV.  when 
he  went  into  the  Court  with  his  whin 
in  his  hand.  Lewis  XV.  folemnly  profcribed  in 
H  all  the  pretended  innovations  of  the  Court; 
e. pecially  that  word  of  Clafs ,  which  {hocked  the 
ears  of  the  Mmifters  ;  and  advanced  there  that 
ftrange  affertion,  that  he  held  his  crown  only- from 
trod.  Not  fatisfied  with  having  thus  publiihed  it 
he  ordered  the  Parliaments  of  the  provinces  to  bring 
up  the  regifters,.  that  they  might  fee  the  anfwer  in- 
lerted  in  them  in  the  General  Alfembly,  and  with 
proper  ceremony.  It  was  then  apparent  what  en¬ 
raged  authority  was  capable  of  doing,  in  one  finale 
day,  againft  the  aggrandizement  of  the  Magillracy 
during  fifteen  years.  The  feveral  Companies^  re¬ 
turned^  forrowfully  home,  and  itfued  quiet  decrees 
wherein  they  did  not  even  dare  to  combat  the  falfity 
of  the  revolting  propofition  above  mentioned.  They 
were  (o  much  comounded  at  the  ftroke,  that  the 
word  Clefs  has  never  fince  appeared  in  any  of  their 
writings. 

i  If  this  vigorous  ftep  of  the  King  had  been  kept  up 
there  would  have  been  no  refource  left,  and  defpc- 
tilm  would  have  triumphed  from  that  moment.  For¬ 
tunately,  diffenfions  prevailed  among  the  Minillers, 

,  -*i  Th"  YIc<f  See  the  feveral  Otters  inferted  in  the  printed 
trial  ot  M.  de  la  Chaiotais.  •  1 
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and  each  of  them  feparately  {hewed  confiderations 
to  the  Magiftracy  for  their  own  particular  views. 
The  Comptroller  General  had  edicts  to  pafs  ;  the 
Vice  Chancellor  was  conft&ntly  afpiring  10  the  Full 
dignity  of  Chancellor  ;  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  efpeci- 
ally,  did  not  choofe  tliat  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  fhould 
fucceed  in  the  affair  of  Britany.  He  underhand  urged 
the  Attornies  General  to  avail  themfelves  ol  their 
former  advantages,  and  the  Magiftrates  to  fupport 
them.  By  the  retreat  of  M.  Mole,  who  had  miffed 
obtaining  the  teals,  which  he  thought  due  to  his  name, 
and  to  his  zeal — and  who  befides  was  tired  ot  the 
difficult  part  of  maintaining  himfelf  at  Court,  with¬ 
out  betraying  his  Company- — the  Parliament  had  at 
t heir  head  the  fon  of  the  Vice  Chancellor,  more  in¬ 
triguing,  more  fubtle,  and  more  flagitious  than  his 
father;  fmee,  to  all  his  faults,  he  added  hypocrify  : 
he  only  confidered  him  as  the  guardian  of  a  place, 
which  his  ambition  already  devoured,  and  to  him 
his  father  was  only  a  rival,  to  be  lupplanted  at  a  con¬ 
venient  opportunity.  He  had  attached  himfelf  to 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  as  to  the  perfon  in  fupreme 
power  at  that  time  ;  he  meanly  paid  his  court  to 
him,  and  received  irom  him  the  impulfe  he  gave  to 
liis  Company  ;  which  growing  bolder,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  prohibitions  of  the  King,  {till  perfifted  in 
claiming  the  trial  of  MefTr'.de  la  Chalotais,  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  the  Vice  Chancellor 
engaged  him  in  any  falfe  ftep  ;  and  the  Parliaments 
of  die  provinces,  in  imitation  of  that  of  Paris,  re¬ 
fumed  the  fame  bufinefs.  The  Monarch,  incapable 
of  keeping  himfelf  fteady,  and  agitated  between  his 
Mi  aiders,  foon  gave  way,  in  hopes  of  finding  the 
tranquillity  he  was  in  fearch  of,  and  could  not  ob¬ 
tain.  He  had  no  fooner  made  one  retrograde  Hep, 
than  advantage  was  taken  of  it,  to  induce  him  to 
another.  It  is  from  the  in  id  ft  of  thofe  feveral  con- 
l radiations,  that  the  Firft  Prefident  De  Maupeou, 
hoped  foon  to  fee  his  grandeur  rife  tie  knew  that 
his  father,  embarrafled  with  the  two  Parliaments  de¬ 
ft  royed,  and  with  the  Grand  C  ouncil  difmifled,  and 
to  be  reftored,  after  having  plunged  the  King  into 

a  la- 
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a  labyrinth  of  difficulties  not  to  be  unravelled,  would 
never  have  fufficient  resources  in  his  un'derdandin 
to  extricate  his  JViajedy  from  them.  This  was  the 

inf  ant  he  waited  for,  as  the  one  in  which  the  Prince 
ha 


give  iaimielt  blindly  up  to  ms  direction,  and  permit 
him  to  ltrike  all  the  blows  his  vengeance  might  fug- 
w  to  him. 

1  he  affairs  of  religion  were  not  more  fettled  than 
thole  ol  the  Magiftracy.  Since  the  death  of  Car¬ 
dinal  de  la  Rochefoucault,  they  were  in  the  hands  of 

6  June  ^  Jarante>  Bidiop  of  Digne,  and  af- 
j  ^  ’  terwards  of  Orleans.  This  was  one  of 

^ ' '  the  roues  *  of  the  Court,  in  the  dronged 
acceptation  of  the  term — who  having  been  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  favourite  while  flie  lived,  had  after¬ 
wards  devotee  himfelf  to  the  Duke  de  Choifeul — ■ 
who  Jed  the  mod  diffolute  life,  felling  benefices 
without  iliame,  and  which  were  often  bellowed  as 
the  reward  oi  the  mod  infamous  practices  We  may 
readily  conceive  that  this  Prelate,  who  followed  in 
every  thing  the  deps  of  Cardinal  Dubois,  though 
v/ithojt  his  genius,  had  no  more  regard  for  the  Jan- 
lenids,  then  the  Molinids.  He  had  neither  the  pow¬ 
er,  nor  tlie  behaviour,  proper  to  impofe  upon  either 
one  or  the  other  party: — equally  defpifed  by  the 
Clergy  and  the  Magiftracy,  he  let  himfelf  go  to  the 
torrent,  as  the  wind  blew  from  the  Court. 

1  he  zealous  among  the  Bifhops  wifhed  to  avail 
themfelves  of  the  Decennial  affembly  ot  176^,  to 
complete  the  work  begun  in  that  ot  1755,  and  to  fet¬ 
tle  a  fixed  opinion  upon  the  Bull  Unigenitus  ;  which, 
having  exided  more  than  half  a  century,  without 
doing  any  good,  had,  on  the  contrary,  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  fo  much  mifchief.  They  fucce.eded  in  form¬ 
ing  a  body  of  dodtrine  upon  this  point,  under  the 
title  of  Acts  of ’he  Clergy,  in  1765  ;  and,  being  well 
aware,  that  the  fuppreffions  of  it.  would  be  ordered 
by  the  Parliament,  when  they  feparated,  they  made 


*  One  that  deferves  to  be  hanged. 
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a  public  and  gratuitous  diftrlbution  of  it  to  all  the 
fai t hi ul  ;  who  being  either  appointed  on  purpofe,  or 
allembled  by  chance,  at  the  great  Auguftins,  re¬ 
ceived  the  Spiritual  confolation,  T.  he  Magillrates 
did  not  delay  to  exert  rhemfelves  againil  this  frefk 
monument  of  fanaticifm,  in  which  they  were  per- 
fonally  offended  ;  ard  this  gave  it  a  degree  of  con¬ 
fidence,  which  of  itfelf  it  would  never  have  had. 

I  his  work,  in  which  it  was  meant  to  make  God 
fpeak,  by  enlightening  the  people  upon  the  objedt  of 
their  faith,  was  not  only  unworthy  of  the  infpiration 
ot  the  Holy  Ghoft,  but  very  indifferent  as  a  human 
production  ;  it  had  been  drawn  up  with  fo  much  pre¬ 
cipitation  and  ignorance,  that  it  became  the  de- 
riiion  of  the  wicked,  the  fcandal  of  the  weak,  and 
excited N  the  indignation  of  the  learned  part  of  the 
Clergy.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  eclat  made  by  the 
Parliament  upon  this  fubjedt,  it  would  have  had  no 
effedt,  and  made  no  noife,  for  few  people  would 
have  read  it.  The  decrees  of  that  body  made  it  be 
known,  and  occafioned  the  oppofition  of  fome  zea¬ 
lous  Curates,  who  read  thefe  Adts  in  their  pulpits, 
and  had  warrants  iffued  againfl  them.  The  Court 
more  incapable  than  ever  of  vigorous  decifions,  en¬ 
deavoured  only  to  maintain  itfelf  between  the  two 
parties,  without  buffering  either  of  them  to  incroach 
too  much.  1  hey  iffued  a  decree  of  Council  in 
explanation  of  thofe  Adis,  with  regard  to  what  in- 
terefted  his  Majefcy’s  authority,  which  the  Ma¬ 
gnates  pretended  to  be  called  in  queftion,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  infure  to  the  ecclefiaftical 
powers,  the  effential  rights  which  they  had  receiv¬ 
ed  from  Heaven,  and  which  the  Bifbops  were  in- 
ceffantly  claiming  Nobody  was  fatisfied.  The  Pre¬ 
lates  reprefented,  that,  in  determining  the  limits  of 
t.ae  two  powers,  the  King  had  left  an  ambiguity  with 
regard  to  theirs,  from  whence  disagreeable  confe- 
quences  might  be  deduced.  The  Parliament  re¬ 
monstrated,  upon  the  circumftance  that  this  decree 
concerned  the  Bull  Unigenitus ,  as  a  law  of  the  Church, 
and  of  the  State,  and  by  that  means  kept  up  the' 
fchifin ;  upon  the  annulling  of  their  decrees  ;  upon 
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freili  refulals  of  adminiftering  the  Sacraments  ;  and 
upon  recent  interdictions  pronounced  by  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Paris.  It  was  impoffible  to  determine 
which  object  fhould  be  attended  to,  and  confufion 
prevailed  more  than  ever  in  this  branch  of  adminif- 
tration.  Sometimes  the  Parliament  was  buffered  to 
proceed,  and  it  was  thought  they  triumphed  ;  when 
their  victims  were  fuddenly  taken  from  them  by  let- 
lers  de  Cachet.  It  w7as  not  ventured  to  re-edablifh 
thole  Frieds,  againft  whom  warrants  were  iffued  ; 
but  penfions,  or  better  livings,  were  given  to  them. 

the  Parliament  attempted  to  attack  the  Superiors, 
who  were  the  molt  guilty,  their  proceedings  were 
immediately  flopped — the  affair  was  prolonged — -it 
was  made  to  degenerate  into  an  object  of  contefl  and 
formalities* — it  was  made  everlafting  by  delays.  The 
Court  employed  fix  months  in  giving  an  anlwer  to  the 
celebrated  remonftrances  upon  the  Ads  ; — it  was 
very  long,  and  decided  nothing  definitively.  The 
mod  fingular  circumdance,  if  any  thing  could  appear 
lingular  at  that  time,  was,  that  the  Council  of  Did. 
patches,  in  which  thefe  matters  were  agitated,  had 
for  Preddent  the  Vice  Chancellor  de  Maupeou,  who, 
during  the  great  commotions,  had  prefided  over  the 
Parliament,  and  had  etlablifhed  the  cleared  and  mod 
uncontrovertible  principles  againd  the  fchifm  : — that 
M.  de  Laverdy,  who,  when  he  quitted  that  Company, 
was  one  of  the  mod  violent  Janfenids  they  had,  ufed 
to  fpeak  in  this  Council,  and  often  influenced  the 
votes  : — in  a  word,  that  this  Council  was  inftigated 
by  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  an  enemy  to  the  Clergy, 
defirous  of  fecuring  the  good-will  of  the  Magidracy, 
and  a  Minider  of  as  haughty  and  decifive  a  turn  as 
ever  had  appeared. 

All  thefe  matters  are  explained  by  the  irrefolute 
difpofition  of  the  Sovereign,  who,  perpetually  de¬ 
ceived  in  the  means  he  was  made  to  employ,  had 
renounced  all  views  of  propriety.  He  had  fearched 
for  it  at  fird,  and  his  exquifite  judgment  had  made 
him  perceive  it;  but  he  had  not  had  the  courage  to 
carry  thefe  good  defigns  into  execution  of  his  own 
accord.  Led  adray  by  a  multitude  of  perverfe  coun- 

fellors , 
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fellors,  he  could  not  return  to  them  again,  and  had 
arrived  to  that  height  of  indifference,  which  made 
him  only  defirous  of  deceiving  himfelf  with  regard 
to  the  fituation  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  gaining  time 
by  avoiding  all  violent  commotions,  which  might 
have  difturbed  his  tranquillity. 

It  might  have  been  imagined,  that  this  way  of 
thinking  would  have  induced  him  to  choofe  a  Prime 
Minifter.  But  his  vanity  was  repugnant  to  inch  an 
aft  of  weaknefs  in  a  Prince,  who  had  been  half  a  cen¬ 
tury  upon  the  throne  ;  he  had  not  the  courage  to  put 
it  in  execution  :  in  fome  refpefts,  indeed,  the  Duke 
de  Choifeul  was  really  Prime  Minifter.  Lewis  XV. 
liked  his  eafy  method  of  doing  bufinefs,  which 
fpared  him  every  kind  of  application  but  he  dif- 
I iked  his  violent  and  pofitive  difpofition,  and, -appre¬ 
hending  that  he  might  aflame  too  great  an  afcendant, 
he  fometimes  brought  other  Minifters  and  Courtiers 
into  competition  with  him,  who  availing  themfelves 
of  this  inftant  of  favour,  proved  to  the  Duke  that  his 
was  to  be  fhaken.  He  foon,  indeed  regained  the 
fuperiority,  but  always  under  the  authority  of  the 
Sovereign,  who,  not  being  able  himfelf  to  contain 
him,  contrafted  him  with  another  rival.  But  not- 
withftanding  this  management,  and  although  every 
thing  was  done  in  his  name,  yet  his  fituation  was  the 
circumftance  that  Jen  ft  engaged  his  attention  ;  every 
operation  bore  the  ftamp  of  the  genius  of  the  man 
in  whom  he  had  confided.  And  as  he  often  varied  in 


the  choice  of  the  perfon  on  whom  he  beftowed  his 
confidence,  or  rather,  that  he  gave  it  to  the  man  who 
knew  how  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  inftant,  the  Go¬ 
vernment  felt  the  effefts  of  this  inftability. 

It  is  the  refolution  that  Lewis  XV.  had  taken,  to 
feparate  himfelf  in  fome  meafure  from  his  kingdom, 
and  to  diftingtiifh  in  himfelf  two  perfons,  aim  oft  al¬ 
ways  oppofite — the  Monarch,  and  the  private  man _ - 

which  furnifhes  us  with  the  key  of  feveral  other 
parts  of  his  life.  We  have  feen  that  he  continued 
to  give  h:s  intimacy  and  familiarity  to  thofe,  whom, 
as  King,  he  had  difgraced— to  Maillebois,  to  Cler¬ 
mont,  and  to  Richelieu.  In  the  fame  manner  he 

V 0  L •  IV-  G  kept 
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efteemin^  for  fo' d!ftance?  «"«  he  could  not  avoid 

and  for  It,?'  K  •  fe.rv!ces  rendered  to  the  State, 
and  °,  their  patriot, Im— the  Prince  of  Conti  M 

or.  Sa  .0ta,?’,and  a!l.  thole  Magiftrates  who ’fun' 

Li e\  '  Turlg  -'S-  °f  ih'S  Crown>  and  whom  he  de- 

iaim  rr  ,  u"’  thU  while  he  fuff^ed  the  Par- 

lament  to  humble,  to  torment,  and  to  vex  the  Pre- 

‘  f  Vu  he  dr67  nea-r  10  his  Peif°n  the  moft  fanatic 
U,LW’  and  admitted  them  to  his  table.  At  the 

2  1  Sept.  C,-rre”'°"v  ,of  the  confecratton  of  the  narifo 
1760.  0  Chotfv-le-Roy,  the  Archbifhop  of  Paris 

tv  -CtheT  h°  P^.r  or m ed  i  t  i n  prefence  of  his  Majef-’ 

,  a  (lifted  by  the  Archbifhops  of  Arles  of  Tours 
or  seiaryon  of  Touloufe,  and  of  Albi,  ’and  by  the’ 

‘  nnops  of  Grenoble,  of  Chartres,  of  Orleans  of 

^e_aup’  °ft  Me,Z’  and  °,f  Aurnn-all  the  confe’cra- 
tmg  I  relates  thofe  who  had  attended  at  this  pi¬ 
ous  fpedtade— and  the  two  Agents  General  of  the 
c.ergy,  had  the  honour  to  dine  with  him.  1  hus  it 
is,  that  whde  he  figned  the  decree  of  profcription  of 
;  e  Jefuits,  he  preferved  them  at  his  Court.  But 
toe  moll  incredible  adventure  in  this  wav,  is  one 
jucertained  fince  his  death,  and  which  contributes 

t'hif Upn'l^e°  U”'°  J  'he  lnC011,Prehenrib!e  character  of 

We  may  recoiled!  the  extraordinary  trial  which 
happened  alter  the  peace,  between  Count  Guerchv,' 
Ambalfador  of  France  1,1  England,  and  the  Chevalier 
•°  l-0?>  whT°  had  been  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  in  the 
interim,  ft  occasioned  great  ftirprize  at  that  time 
to  lee  tne  boldnefs  with  which  the  latter  infolted  and 
abufed  the  Count,  and  Hill  more,  that  he  fhould  con- 
mme  to  live  with  impunity  at  London,  and  diitri- 
mite  the  moft  outrageous  pamphlets  again!!  his  ad- 
lary.  I  he  quarto  volume,  infilled,  '  Letters,  Me- 

cx  Pr,<vate  Negotiations,  was  not  only 

tut  graceful  to  the  Count,  but  attacked  alfo  the  moft 
powerful  perfons  at  that  time— the  Duke  de  Choi. 
(cu,  ’  the  Duke  de  Praflin,  the  Duke  de  Nivernois 
and  even  the  Marchionefs  of  Pompadour.  Them 
narrownefs  of  mind  was  difcovered  in  them  by  their 
°",n  01  Patc,ies ;  and  we  may  perceive  how  much 

ft  If' 
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felf-love  mull  have  been  irafcible  upon  fuch  sn  occa- 
fion  We  have  learned  fince,  that,  in  fad,  it  was 
in  agitation  to  carry  oft  the  Chevalier  d  Eon,  which 
was  to  be  done  with  the  Kings  content,  and,  that,  in 
the  mean  time  his  Majefty,  who  haddefired  to  know 
the  manner  in  which  the  project  was  to  oe  carried 
into  execution,  and  who  had  been  for  a  long  time 
in  private  correfpondence  with  this  confidant,  gave 
him  intelligence  of  all  that  was  palling,  and  informed 
him  of  the  means  of  being  upon  his  guard,  to  d,l- 
concert  the  fchemes  of  the  perfons  who  were  to 
carry  him  off.  Befides  all  this,  fome  time  after, 
Lewis  XV.  granted  him  a  private  penfion  ^  jjpr\l 
of  twelve  thoufand  livres  *,  the  form  of  9 

which,  conceived  in  the  following  terms, 
is  figned  and  written  entirely  with  his  own  hand. 

“  In  confequence  of  the  fervices  which  M.  d’Eon 
has  rendered  me  as  well  in  RuiTia  as  in  my  ar¬ 
mies,  and  in  ether  commi (lions  which  I  have  given 
him — 1  fettle  upon  him  an  annual  income  of 
twelve  thoufand  livres,  which  I  will  caufe  to  be 
paid  to  him  exactly  every  fix  months,  in  whatfo- 
ever  country  he  may  be  (except  in  an  enemy’s 
country  in  tune  o(  war)  and  this  till  1  fliall  think 
“  proper  to  give  him  iome  pod,  the  appointments 
“  of  which  fhall  be  more  confiderable  than  the 
<c  prefent  income. — -At  Verfailles,  the  id  ot  April, 
1  766. 

(Signed )  Lewis 


a 
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It  has  appeared  fince,  that  this  Chevalier,  who  al¬ 
ways  remained  at  London  ’till  the  death  of  the  King, 
ferved  him  as  a  fpy,  not  fo  much  upon  the  Englifh, 
as  upon  his  Ambaflador  .  a  circumftance  which  any 
other  perfon  would  have  made  more  effe&ually  to 
concur  in  the  great  views  of  politics,  and  o(  which 
he  made  no  other  advantage  than  to  amufe  himfelf, 
and  to  laugh  at  the  expence  ot  his  Minifters. 

This  Chevalier  d’Eon,  who  has  fince  been  tranf- 
formed  into  a  woman,  and  who  probably  partakes 
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ol  both  fexes,  defervpc  m  i 

known.  She  relates  her  hift  6  ™°re,  Part,cu!arly 

manner  -Born  at  Tonnerre,  M^e^Vf dV&'l 

u2riC”d'"f„red'  S  «■  a: 

of  leconding  the  political  Hews  of  her 

w‘10  niade  her  pals  for  a  hov  <5!  P?rcnt?» 

Paris,  and  placed  at  the  Coll L  Mazarin  Z  '° 
ve  may  conceive  how  much  difgjl  ]ah0.lr  ’  Hre 

‘'gue,  Jlie  mull  have  experienced,  to  go  through  ih" 

i n g 6 1 h e  forei 'ts  7  f  ^  h er^f  e x which  ”ith°Ut 

pefted.  To  the  ftudv  of ’the  BeU-TiLeir^ 

celled  that  of  the  Laws.  She  was  receded  DrflT 

711C,Vl1’  'hen  ln  Canon  Law,  and  afterwards  Coun- 

1-  A  ready  known  by  ieveral  works.  Hie  had 

;■  °PP°:t,,n7  lntl'oducing  herfelf  to  the  Prince 
ot  Conti,  who  honoured  her  family  with  a  -e 

cumr  protection.  Ruffia  was  then  at  varianceLmh 

Fiance,  ,t  was  an  important  matter  to  reconcile 

tnefe  two  Courts  :  a  myfterious  agent  was  wanted 

without  a  title,  and  yet  capable  of  infinuation  and 

-Ulhi:,ng-  f16  d®  lcate  colI1iniffion  he  was  to  be 
cnarged  with  The  Prince  of  Conti  thought  he 
had  iound  in  Maden.oifelle  d’Eon  all  the  nefeffary 
qualifications,  and-  propofed  her  to  Lewis  xJ 
who  was  fond  ot  fuch  myfteries.  He  readily  ac¬ 
cepted  the  female  negotiator;  who,  upon  her'  ap¬ 
proach  to  Petertbourg,  alTumed  the  drefs  of  her  real 
fex,  and  fueceeded  fo  well  in  her  buf.nefs,  that  his 
Maiefty  wa  pleafed  to  fend  her  a  fecond  time  into 
■  uflia,  with  the  Cnevaher  Douglas.  She  had  then 
relumed  her  manly  drefs,  and  went  through  this  fe¬ 
cond  cha rafter  with  (bill  more  fineffe,  Lee  it  is 
affirmed,  that  flie  was  not  even  difeovered  by  the 
Lmprefs.  1  he  aim  of  her  negotiations  was,  to  de- 
termme  Ruffia  to  form  an  alliance  with  the  Courts 
o.  Vienna  and  Verlailles,  rather  than  with  Pruffia 
Vvhen  the  treaty  was  figned,  Mademoifelle  d’Eon 
was  comnuflioned  to  carry  the  news  to  the  King.  She 
bioke  her  leg  upon  the  road.  This  accident,  howe¬ 
ver,  did  not  itop  her,  and  fhe  arrived  at  Verlailles 

fix~ 
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fix-and-thirty  hours  before  the  Courier  who  hud  been 
difpatched  from  Vienna  at  the  inftant  of  her  depar¬ 
ture.  The  king,  delighted,  ordered  his  furgeon  to 
take  particular  care  of  Mademoifelle  d  Eon,  and 
gave  her  a  Lieutenancy  of  Dragoons,  which  fhe  de- 
fired,  She  ferved  in  the  laft  campaigns,  then  re¬ 
entered  the  career  of  politics,  and  was  lent  Secreta¬ 
ry  of  Embafly  to  London,  where  ihe  made  herfelf  (o 
agreeable  to  that  Court,  that  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
contrary  to  cuflom,  chofe  her  to  carry  to  Verfailles, 
ana  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford  his  Ambaflador  at  Paris, 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations.  It  was  upon  this  occafion, 
that  the  King  gave  her  the  Crofs  ot  Saint  Louis.  He 
had  already  beftowed  two  penfions  upon  her.  It 
mult  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that  ilie  is  the  moft 
ext; aordinarv  perfon  of  the  age.  We  have  feveral 
times  feen  women  metamorphofed  into  men,  and  do¬ 
ing  their  duty  in  the  war  ;  but  we  have  feen  no  one 
who  has  united  fo  many  military,  political,  and  lite¬ 
rary  talents. 

The  anecdote  which  has  been  alfo  revealed  to  us 
by  Count  Broglio,  proves  dill  more  flrongly  what 
we  have  faid  of  the  character  of  the  late  King.  He 
relates  *,  that  this  Monarch,  at  his  appointment  to 
the  embafly  of  Poland,  in  1752,  had  caufed  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  him  by  the  late  Prince  ot  Conti,  an 
order  written  in  his  majeily  s  own  hand,  to  correi- 
pond  fecretly  with  him,  and  to  prefer  the  orders  he 
iliould  convey  to  him  through  the  means  of  this 
Prince,  to  thofe  which  fhould  come  dire&ly  to  him 
from  his  Council  He  added,  that  in  1757,  when 
his  Highnefs  had  loll  the  good  graces  of  Lewis  « 
the  King  intruded  him  directly  with  this  confidence, 
and  continued  it  till  his  death.  This  diflimulation 
went  fo  far  as  to  punifli  this  Nobleman  twice,  while 


he  gave  him  a  fecret  teflimony,  that  theie  two  exiles 


were  unmerited  ;  the  writing  to  this  effect,  the  Count 


*  In  a  memorial  produced  in  Court,  and  printed  in  1779, 
■which  is  intitled  :  “  Exnofe  des  motifs  qui  ont  necefiite  le 

plainte  du  Comte  de  Broglio.” 


has 
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has  prcntuMd  at  this  day  In  the  affair  of  the  Baf. 

lie,  he  particularly  required  f  that  Count  R,„  r 
Jneu  pa  ted,  fliould  Puffer  without  juftifying  himfe°f 

|C*Ut  coniP^ainmg — his  liberty  to  be  infringed 
—and  Ins  honour  to  be  called  in  queftion  •  that°he 
ftou  d  allow  the  hettvieft  accufations  to  be’accu  m 
ated  again!!:  him,  and  flrould  let  himfelf  be  annour“d 
is  country  and  to  foreign  Courts,  as  a  political 

and  "prltftfcM  *  comr'w  of  abominable  intrigues 

We  know  not  at  what  time  th-  ferret  inti 
between  the  late  King  and  the  Duke  d’Aiguilloifwas 
formed  :  but  it  is  certain,  that  it  increafed  and  be 
gan  -o  be  made  public  precifely  at  the  time  then 
,  Commandant  was  becoming  more  odious  in  Bri- 
_  ny—Jiat,  when  he  was  obliged  to  recall  him  (0 
atisfy  tne  nation,  he  drew  him  nearer  to  his  nerfnn 
by  choofing  him  Commandant  of  the  Light  Horfe  of 
h,s  guard-, n  a  word,  that  while  he  Solemnly  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  innocence  of  M.  de  la  Chalotais 
cafely  calumniated,  he  in  a  manner  concealed  his 
calumniator,  at  the  fame  time,  in  his  own  p"alace 

jufticPeerf‘fted  ln  fCreen"’S  himfrom  ail  the  Puifuitsof 

After  fuch  firiking  examples  of  the  manner  in 
which  Lewis  XV  diftinguiftied  in  his  own  mind  the 
individual  from  the  Chief  of  the  State,  it  cannot  be 
furprifing  that  he  alfo  feparated  hisintereft  from  that 

,  'ii  ?.at.!0r’-  He  had  a  Pr|vate  cheft  of  his  own 
totally  diflma  from  the  public  cheft,  the  difpofal  and 

management  of  which  he  left  to  the  Comptroller 
General  ;  and  he  had  chofen  for  his  private  cheft 
a  man  in  whom  he  could  confide,  a  Minilter  for 
tne  pirpofe:  this  was  M.  Berlin.  Not  only  he 
would  not  have  fuffered  that  any  thing  fliould  have 
been  taken  out  of  his  ftock  for  the  public  Exchequer 
but  even  when  he  could  increafe  his,  at  the  expence 
of  the  latter,  he  confidered  it  as  a  fortunate Spe¬ 
culation.  He  collected  all  kinds  of  bills,  and  no 
fooner  had  he  raifed  the  credit  of  fome  of  them  in 

T  1“  D?3'  we  fhall  mention  this  anecdote  again. 


the 
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the  Council,  than  he  gave  orders  immediately  to  his 
agent,  to  expofe  the  bills  of  this  clafs  to  market 
before  the  value  of  them  could  be  lowered.  \\  hen 
the  King  of  Sweden,  at  that  time  i  rmce  Roval, 
came  to  France  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  the  fubfidies 
due  to  his  father,  the  Royal  treafure  being  uraineu, 
Lewis  XV  {hewed  great  reluctance  to  advance  the 
fum  out  of  his  own  funds,  and  did  it  only  upon  con¬ 
dition,  that  it  fhould  foon  be  returned  to  him. 

What  was  at  firft  nothing  more  than  a  laughable 
childifhnefs,  at  the  period  of  the  hie  ot  Lewis  XV. 
we  have  now  reached,  was  converted  into  an  incre¬ 
dible  hardnefs  of  heart.  The  corrupt  men  who  were 
about  him,  ftimulating  his  cupidity,  feduced  him 
with  fpeculations  of  an  immenie  profit  upon  the  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  the  corn,  which  they  might  the  more  rea¬ 
dily  exercife  under  his  Ma jelly,  as  the  pretent, ed 
fvftemof  liberty  was  the  more  favourable  to  this 
defian  They  perfuaded  him  to  ereft  magazines  for 
the  King,  under  pretence  of  Applying  the  wants  ot 
the  people  ;  which  producing  a  fcarcity  ot  the  com¬ 
modity,  kept  it  up  continually  at  a  high  price,  that 
was  ftill  inhanced  by  unfavourable  harvehs.  V\  e 
flrall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  manoeuvres  prac- 
tifed  by  the  fubaltern  agent-,  which  are  fet  forth 
very  clearly  in  a  multitude  of  writings  of  the  Oeco- 
nomifts.  We  (hall  only  obferve,  that  Lewis  XV.  was 
fo  ferioufly  engaged  in  this  (peculation,  that  the 
perfons  admitted  into  his  private  clofet  few  upon  his 
defk,  every  day,  exaft  averages  ot  the  price  of  corn 
in  the  feveral  markets  of  the-  kingdom.  1  his  is  the 
reafon  why  the  Courts,  apparently  authorised  to 
trace  abufes  to  their  fource,  were  flopped  as  loon  as 
they  were  able  to  difcover  the  thread  of  them,  and 
efpecially  when  they  wanted  to  proceed  ngainft  the 
authors. ‘This  is  the  circumftance  which  rendered 
ufelefs  the  famous  aflembly  of  principal  perfons 
holden  at  Paris  in  1768,  under  the  name  2g 
of  General  Ajjembly  of  Police  ;  which  might  1768. 
have  become  of  great  importance,  if  the 
Parliament  bad  any  vigour,  or  if  their  Prefident  had 
not  been  intirely  fold  to  the  Court.  We  fee  by  the 
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account  which  the  Present  Choart  of  rl  FrE 

Alas>  gave,  when  he  came  on-  J’,u  A  Court  of 
to  confider  of  the  lien  n  L  U'  ?  tbe  Convocation, 
V0Ur  of  the  Ki„'  ftreePZ?Per  '»  be  ^ken,  under  fa-’ 
of  corn  and  bread’  tha^  he  ;S  'kr  eX,Ceil‘ve  dearnefs 
having  fulfilled  his’comn  iffio  k  'S'd  t0  contefs  his 
for nis  us,  that  the  ob ft  of  ^ He 
the  deliberation  was  pnJ„„n  ‘  ^vocation,  and 
fore  the  meeting  ,  owtt  only  a  few  moments  be- 

confequeC  S  to  beS VT5M  °f  the  higheft 

never  obtain  that  the  nieeVin^  H  could 

to  another  day  nor  that  r  %  •  °U  d  be  Poftponed 
iliould  be  allowed  him  to  Procrallination 

the  lenfe  of  his  Company  fil  an'  !°<  c°mmunicate 

ly[nS  to  his  brethren  hi,  ^reT'  f'l  ",th 
forced  too  fpeedil v  tn  i  •  b  ~ty  at  having  been 

'hr  of  more' mature  'ndleS'1''  UP-°n  obje<^s  lo  wor- 
nieeting,  and  fevera!  of  fhe"  me“  i*"  un,exP®cled 
were  probably  in  the  bniP  r  r  ,D]jers  of  which, 

Iows-  that  this  affemWy  was  a'rea  ^  T  U  f°‘' 
to  deceive  the  people  bnd  to  rea‘rn!°ckc;7>  a  bait 
fhe  King  was  auenfiVe  to  Ih  '  per.fl’ade  theil!.  that 

1,1  /aft,  he  contributed  to  theb"'’^'^'5’  Th‘le* 
curious  (fill  preferve  with  care  H  e  A>  /  T''d>  tlle 

2JSi  l  ™r*-c 

Ills  Sim  S™1? ’/°yl 

for  tne  account  of  his  Majefly.  7  7  the  Corn 

rehn  ^‘Lew^XV^’  'u^  towards  the  end  of  his 
and  ’ni^oTtunes  ofVhi  f  wi,h  the  ‘rouble. 
Pome  thoughts  of  abdicating2'  Th  enter.taincc! 

exercifing  his  authority,  yefhe  was'^r' '’7' Pab'e  °f 

have  contributed  to  his  fecurity  ’andto*  his'oe'f  “'I 
enjoyments,  he  would  have  re’adily  done  £ B„t| 

la  France  en  madere^’Tmpfitsl  1  '  '‘  ;'0;ie  du  ci‘oit  public  de 

from 
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From  what  we  have  related,  it  is  evident,  that  he 
had  in  reality  abdicated  a  long  time  pail,  in  what 
concerned  his  people,  and  even  his  family,  as  being 
foreign  to  him  in  every  particular  which  he  ima¬ 
gined  ought  to  be  the  charge  ot  the  State. ^  Be- 
fides  what  we  have  been  reading,  we  fhall  ieledl, 
from  among  many  others,  one  llroke  which  wi  1 
complete  the  picture  ol  the  fy Hematic  apathy  ot 
Lewis  XV. 

The  Curate  of  Saint-Louis  of  Verfailles,  the  pa- 
riili  of  the  Caftle,  came  one  day  to  his  levee,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  privilege  he  had  ot  doing  fo.  His 
Majefty,  always  externally  humane,  informed  him- 
felf  of  the  fituation  of  the  Pallor’s  flock,  and  afked, 
if  there  ' were  a  great  many  f ick ,  dead,  or  poor  ?  At 
this  laft  quell  ion,  the  Curate,  fetching  a  deep  figb, 
anfwered,  that  there  were  many—  But,  replied  the 
King,  with  earneilnefs,  Are  not  the  aims  plentiful  P 
Are  they  not  Juffcient  P  Is  the  number  of  unfortunate 
people  increafed  P — Oh  yes,  Sire — -How  can  this  he  P 
exclaimed  the 'Monarch — from  whence  come  they  ? — • 
The  reafon  is,  Sire ,  that  even  the  footmen  of  your  pa¬ 
lace  afk  charity  of  ?ne.—I  believe  /o  too,  anfwered  the 
King,  with  ill  temper,  they  wont  pay  them  tie  im¬ 
mediately  broke  the  converfation,  and  turned  upon 
his  heel,  as  being  lorry  to  be  informed  of  evils  which 
he  could  not  red  refs.  '  Any  one  who,  without  know¬ 
ing  the  matter  in  queftion,  fhould  have  heard  the 
anfwer,  would  have  thought  that  the  King  was 
fpeaking  of  the  people  of  the  Grand  Signior,  or  of 
the  Emperor  of  China. 

To  this  pitch  of  infenfibility  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark  found  him  arrived,  when  he  came  to  Paris. 
The  full  interview  between  thefe  two  Monarchs  was 
at  Fontainebleau.  The  King  was  jull  returned 
from  hunting  ;  he  made  his  brother  wait  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  while  he  was  d r elfin g,  tor  which  he 
apologized  by  faying,  chat  at  lbs  time  of  Ire,  a 
little  attention  to  the  toilet  was  neceifary.  He  at 
full  deceived  this  Prince,  by  an  anfwer  which  unfor- 
tunately  came  only  from  his  Pps.  The  Hran ger, 
after  having  paid  his  vifit  to  the  children  of  France, 
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and  to  the  Princefles,  when  he  returned  to  the  Mo- 
n a rch  expreffed  his  fatisfadion  at  the  aueuft  ner- 

u°"Sn  pe •  haf  beer,  feeinS’  and  congratulated  him 
upon  being  lo  well  furrounded.  This  gave  an  od- 

ponunity  to  Lewis  XV.  to  call  to  mind  the  Ioffes  he 
ad  recently  fullained  ;  and  his  Danifti  Majefty  ob- 
erving  upon  this,  that  the  numerous  family  he  had 
remaining  was  a  very  precious  indemnity  •  the  King; 
leplied  with  a  figh  j  1  have  one  infinitely  more  nume- 
rfius )  ^yhoje Jiappinefis  'would  be  truly  mine*  An  expref- 
Ison  ot  fenfibility  which  raifed  an  emotion  in  the  yet 
unexperienced  heart  of  the  young  Monarch;  but 
five  iri voloufnefs  ot  which  he  foon  difcovered,  when 
upon  the  roads_  he  faw  his  coach  furrounded  with 
1  .  country  people  begging  for  bread  ;  when  he  re¬ 
ceived  petitions,  in  which  he  was  intreated  to  ac¬ 
quaint  his  Majefty  with  the  melancholy  fituation  of 
his  kingdom  ;  in  a  word,  when  he  was  informed, 
tnat  ftmilar  lcenes  v/ere  often  renewed  about  the 

coach  oi  Lewis  XV.  and  always  with  as  little 
effect. 


At  the  flipper  which  was  given  that  evening  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Kings  and  the  Courtiers,  it  was 
agreed,  that  all  the  wit  and  all  the  Tallies  came 
1,0:11  the  ftr  nger.  Speaking  of  the  difproportion 
ot  ages  between  them,  Lewis  XV.  faid  to  him, 
/  might  be  your  grandfather.  That  circumftance  is 
wanting  to  my  happinefs ,  replied  his  Daniili  Majefty 
with  cordiality  "  ? 

Another  anfwer,  not  lefts  ingenious,  was  the  one 
he  gave  alio  to  the  King,  who,  oblerving  that  he 
W'is  much  pleated  with  Madame  de  Flavacourt,  by 
wnom  he  was  leated,  faid  to  him,  with  apparent 
malignity — which,,  however,  was  as  diftant  from 
his  character  as  the  oppofite  motive — Would  you  think 
t/ial  the  amiable  lady  you  are  converfing  nvith  is  above 
fij-y  f — It  is  a  proof  \  Sire ,  that  one  does  not  grovo  old 
at  your  Court. 

In  proof  of  our  aftertion,  that  Lewis  XV.  when 
he  faid  better  things,  had  them  no  more  in  his  heart, 
than  the  obliging  things  he  ufed  to  utter — a  circurn- 
ftancc  which  conftitutes  another  fingularity  in  his 

diftpoftition — - 
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difoofition-we  cannot  omit  the  anecdote  of  the  Abbe  . 
Broglio,  one  of  the  moll  convincing  we  coulu  pofiio  y 

adiUnCedav,  at  the  public  dinner,  the  King  having 
inquired  after  one  of  the  pertons  who  ti  ed  to  eat 
nr  the  table  was  told  that  he  was  dead  ;  /  had  taken 

at  1  ’/•  nf  r.'ui  he  Then,  looking  round 

care  to  warn  ram  of  it,  niia  n  •  ’  .  \  c 

the  circle  of  Courtiers  who  were  about  nun,  and  tax¬ 
ing  this  Abbe,  he  addreffed  him  ,n  the  to  owing 
words  :  Tour  turn  will  come  next  1  his  Nobleman, 
beinv  of  a  morofe,  harfh,  and  choleric  t.npofition, 
was  fcarce  able  to  contain  himlelt  ;  and  replied: 
Sire  your  Majefty  went  yeflerday  a  hunting  a  flat  m  came 

01  e’  y )  J  a,  '  mil  as  i he  reft  •  be  then  went 

on,  and  you  was  wet  as  well  as  ,  f 

out,  tranfported  with  rage  Thu  ,s  ,ufi  the  temfe,  of 
the  Able  de  Broglio,  cried  the  King,  he  ,s  always  angry. 
but  nothing  more  was  faid  oi  the  matter 

If  Lewis  XV  did  not,  however,  pique  himlelt.  on 
iliewina  to  his  Dnnilh  Majefty  in  convention, 
the  fame  amiable  turn  which  he  feeined  to  re.erve 
more  particularly  for  his  intimates  ;  i  on  the  throne 
he  did  not  difplay  before  him  the.  tru.v  regal  quali¬ 
ties  ot  adminiftration.s  yet  he  received  his j  gue  ft  with 
a  deoree  of  magnificence  worthy  of  himfe.f  and  ot  his 
fituation.  The  Duke  of  Duras,  firft  Gentleman  of  the 
bed-chamber,  was  commiffioned  to  accompany  the 
foreign  Prince  every  where.  He  loaded  him  with 
rich  pretents  ;  caufed  ail  the  Princes  of  the  blooa  to 
entertain  him  fucceffively  ;  and  the  fefuvals  occa- 
fioned  bv  his  arrival,  removed  in  fome  nieamre  the 
doom  and  tsedium  of  the  Court.  But,  in  reality, 
the  King  was  very  defirous  of  getting  rid  cd  this 
troublefome  fpeftator.  in  order  to  give  himlelt  up 
freely  to  a  new  pafiion  he  had  conceived,  and  the 
turpitude  of  which  being  fenfible  of,  he  did  not  dare 

avow  the  objedt  of  it  to  him. 

Since  the  death  ot  the  Marchionets,  and  the  d it- 
grace  of  Mademoifelle  Romans,  L  ewis  XV.  had  had 
no  acknowledged  mitt  refs,  nor  even  any  one  that  was 
known.  They  were  continually  new  objects,  either 
women  of  the  Court,  or  tradesmen's  wives,  or  girls 
of  mean  birth;  they  were  chofen  for  him  in  the 
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tite^found^ever!  ddnf* inlatifble  appe- 

grew  diiVufted  Tc  °  a6re^a^e>  though  he  Toon 
men  whcXd  phLlTh  •*  bufinef?  °f  thofe  vicious 

from  which  he  hm-t  g|  i  *‘n  a»ai11  into  debauchery, 
withdraw  to  D  "  ,  ^  ^ ,  'nomenrcry  inclination  to 

fication  of  hlPoXn,  A  ',n  the  S^ti- 

le  BA,  firft  valefde  ch  Tng  t!\ele  was  Sienr 
particularly  n  ,r  ^  f°  h'S  Maj ^y.  who 
One  dP3;  whei^re  wa"  6d  ^  make  Reverie, 
Wi^  a  certain  Count  D nbam"  T  ^  Jr‘et 

‘ATtrx- 

•V  Z’t  alf^ni  r  r  1S,  embarr#'-cnt  to  him  “  t 

"  no  ta  Vr  ™“Vi  C""'  i  “  -™  ""d  ft*"* 

;■  f«. ic.gi  U "n5 'IZX L"'°  L""'r- *! 

bee  ’  a^u  in^’  '??'  !  the  M°»«ch  had  once 

a  Ion?  time  The  !bl  n A  r°nld  ftlck  t0  her  for 
modern  Bonneau"'tha  herOVed  [°  aSreeabie  to  the 
the  Kind’s  bt  w!  I32"'?  t0  'ntrodl,ce  her  ^ 

obferve'  t'ru  T’”  \1  interview  J  and  /Kail  only 

h-r  that  S  S  mh'u?-7  Was  f°  captured  with 

No’i lies  rf  ,S  fat!-sfaftion  t0  'he  Duke  de 
f  ' ,  J  h>s  Oouriier  anfwered  with  a  degree  of 

ne's’  which,  while  it  chaffed  the  girl  anon? 

common  proftituter,  ought  to  have  opened  the Tyef 

u,  mailer,  if  he  had  been  fufceptible  of  fubdum? 

erfufTd'he  aUaCH  nen‘-  oThe  magic  W3S  to0  P»"- 

i  f  an.d  ,le  could  not  fever  himfelf  from  this  a- 

her  fecretl vTar  -beCame  neCeflarP  E0  conduct 
t.le-n  f  ,°  ComP'eSne-  and  alfo  to  Fontaine- 
Jfennd*  theexce(*  of  his  ardour  blinding  him 

IT  I™*’  12  W0U,d  have  her  married, 
tm-t  the  might  have  a  name,  and  become  capable  of 

being  pretented.  Count  Dubarri  had  a  bro, her  very 

f  for  t11s  Purpcfe,  and  Mademoifelle  L’Ange  was  no 

&  WWn  "id7  th£  namS  °f  the  Counted  D„! 

“  •  Ue  filaiI  ll0t  detain  ourfelves  to  difcufs 

whom 
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,  m  (lie  was  what  was  her  origin,  or  whether  fte 

feetn  to  be  iufficiently  cleared  up  m  the  f  ec™" 

„„i  rihe  '  of  this  Beauty.  Let  it  luffice  to  fay  that, 
born  in  a  very  cbfcure  ftation,  and  devoted  to  liber- 
dnifru  from  her  earl'u  ft  youth,  as  much  from  tarte  as 

vileft  wrote- es,  and  the  dregs  of  oroftitut.on  - 
that  it  was  fcarce  poflible  he  ftould  be  ignorant  of 
-and  that  he  carried  his  low  debauchery  and 
profligacy  fo  far  as  to  bring  her  into  his  family,  to 
force  his  children  to  fee  her,  almoft  to  feat  her  upon 
the  throne  with  hnufelf  fo  lavift  the  public  trea- 
fure  to  enable  her  to  difplay  the  luxury  of  a  Qr.ee, i, 
to  multiply  the  taxes  in  order  to  fatisfy  her  child- 
ft  fancies,  and  to  make  the  deftmy  of  his  fubjcSs 
depend  noon  the  caprices  of  this  extravagant  girl. 

The  eWation  of  Madame  Duharn  did  not  how¬ 
ever  take  place,  without  occaftoning  many  diltul  t>- 
ances  at  Court  ;  but  contradiction  ferved only  to  ren¬ 
der  the  paffion  of  Lewis  XV.  more  ftubborn  It  is 
perhaps,  the  only  occafion,  in  whicli,  oearing  up  a- 
gainft  all  difficulties,  he  ftewed  a  oeg<-ee  of  finnnefs 
and  perfeverance,  which  failed  him  in  matters  ot  the 

utmoft  importance,  .  , 

The  Trft  difficulty  arofe  from  a  woman,  jealous, 

not  of  the  King’s  heart,  but  of  h,s  feeptre  which  ihe 
wifted  to  partake.  This  was  the  Dutchefs  oc  avam- 
mont.  filter  to  the  Duke  de  Choifeul.  Haughty, 

imperious,  and  greedy  of  power  to  excef  fie  nad 
already  fubdued  her  brother  io  far,  that  this  ,  ,nt- 
fter,  fo  proud,  and  fo  abiolute,  fuffered  humelf  to 
be  governed  by  her  at  plealure  !  he  mshgmty  of 
the  Courtiers,  not  knowing  to  whaHuch  a  1m  dar 
afeendant  could  be  attributed,  had  induce,  le  mo 
account  for  it  by  fuppofing  a  more  man  frat  rnal  in¬ 
timacy  fubfifting  between  thefe  two  pertons  ;  wlio, 

*  See  Anecdotes  of  the  Countefs  Dubarri. 


in 


ftra^ru 'fron^inod^ej  of^re-fi0*"  mUC^  'ncaPabJe  of  re- 
However  this  maybe  r?  L  810n  °r  public  decency 

r.vcnorm hy.  C°u"ters  feel  themfelves  capable  ofeve- 

4wifo StoSe?' Th~;  ?  TCm  Und°Ubt- 

J;  k  - 

.  1  hough  (he  was  neitheM'onn^  ro'^V0  the  KinS- 

knowledge  they  bofo  had  of  fn  hand(°ine-  yet  the 
the  charter  of  Z  Prince  ^°"T,  "enu,  and  of¬ 
fer  the  fuccefs  of  the  pro  eft  Th  t0  hoPe 

<tame  de  Mailfo— wfio  '’with  he  example  of  Ma- 

beauty  or  of  youth,  had  nevetthdelf  fucc  ,°f 

Wef\ns  ot  her  boldnef,  and  impudencelwt  ’  ^ 

«J  upon  herfe^  ",  i  “ltl  3‘“1"6  U. 

furious  as  r  •  r  uicanie  the  more 

woman  had  been  preferredho  her  "she  °f  3 
her  rage  info  the  he-rt  nf  up  i  *.  Inhnuated 
iiiinded  diPp.^  £*1,’** }*■ 

*,*&  r,y  | f”  ;i;' 

ni.-w;  h,d  tzfzwr  :  sl; te*1  **■ 

had  pleafed  The  haughti^  f  avT  lmPr°ved  if  he 
haved  towards  the-— '-hi*'  whlch  •'«  be- 

favourkein  the  Monarch’s !fft'  '  pro§rers  of  the 

of  the  Choifeuk,  X  ra  Sd  ZT,nd  ^  n'Vais 

fide— drove  them  to  „  ”  ged  themfe!yes  on  their 
terminate  in  a  diforace  ' 'i’-  ,w‘llch  was  to 

lulled  by  a  nrofolrit  nf  *?  Whlch  ti,e  Du ke, 

thought  himfeif  far  diftant.  It  wa? therefore" Tef’ 

from  any  apprehenfion  of  this  kind  than  to  c-  r 
hts  fillers  refentment,  that  he  refolved  J  g Y 

w^flTu^C' hlt^7  Which  h^ce 

danger, 


,  •  4-  and  bv  the  moft  oblique 

danger,  but  ino.rec  k,  at  U  ro  find 

means.  He  hr.  ^  ,  • :cje  0f  the  adventures  of 
out  the  tcanda ilou*  J  _  preserved  in  ballads,  in 
the  Counteis  ;  he  ia  ^  Tories,  with  which 

manufcript  novels,  anc.  _  The  police,  at  his 

the  polite  circles  were  a  ^  a  vep  L1DOn  the 

dii'pofal,  far  from  Tmrlbuted  firft  to  di- 

♦  ineannefs  of  the  -  1  1  :  h  they  aniufe  the 

vulge  it,  m  the'  -  onjj*  \  at  the  Pont-Neuf* ;  alle- 
popuiace  at  the  c.  p  .  f  which  is  foon 

g»„c.l  »£  \jmci  of  ,h«„, , 

*•  rsfi*  tzz 

gJ&KS 

prefented.  Lewis  XV.  who  was  vy 

holly,  would  not  make  it  more  c°  fp  Jj  Pthe 

cipitating  the  event  before  he  had J  tj 
-inds  of  the.  Royal  Fanuly It  ^ 

a  long  negotiation,  wh.cn  heU  occaflon  (o 

pence  during  Join* :  mon  h  ,  ‘  fQn.  The  Choi- 
wagers  on  both  hues  ‘  S. g  underhand  to  keep 
feu  Is  were  urging  the :  P  "doubled  their  efforts 

firm  ;  anc  at  t  °i 'diviaiefty  to  undeceive  him,  and 
to  prevail  upon  his  Majelty,  g  R  h  faid  even> 

IhaTthe  Sieur  iTsel,  confidering  the  consequences 

f,  %k,  follow  from  .he  impof.uoo  ho  «  P™ 
tired  on  this  occafion  towards  h,s  "^TfuccelV  to 
ing  his  refentment,  endej\v°"r^,i  futility  of  the  ftep 

he  had  taken— from '^which'he'oreboded  a  better  if- 

fclT.  5.  derp.i,  1..  wf-jpi. 

tunate  manner,  either  by  a  confirmed  or  volanta  y 

*  hL.o,  .1,1.  0'sy  be.  "f  f 

the  nufpices  of  fh.lr  »S”«  “"w,  w„”  .S  by 
vail  upon  the  Princefl'es  Royal  any  other  way  y 


*  From  whence  thefe  fongs  go  by  the  name  of  Pont-nenis  in 
F rf  The  name  given  to  Madame  Dabarri  in  the  longs. 
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v.-,u  reprefentedTo  rcfP.e^  (o  his  health,  which 
experienced  frot  ?hefr  '*'**??*  ^ nthe  ^Ton  hJ 
this  irrefiftible  m0  ,v The-*  gelded  to 

<°  find  a  womcnThiVoutfut  ft"  ** 

zz  °!  ***  "Sc 

ncwly.prefemed  lady  ,„  C'  1omP."y  ■"!.  d,. 

«"»■  —M  .at"?, ewltr  “ 

ment  of  favour  fonn  brought  r  .  “  al|we- 

King  fupned  every  ni*Tt§wi  h  £0ur' ab°ut  h»-  The 

to  invit ,C  and,  i/oX  Z h \w  t  S  *e  “fed 
able  to  refufe,  flie  added  nt  -u  u  no£  be 

tat  ion  Hh  Mirlftv  <  lit,  C  C  °f  the  invi¬ 

Some  I.aeies  imperceptibly  gave  wav  •  the  Co/Tr 
delHonita  Madams  rUv  1  •  />  nie  Counter? 

Of  Martha  1  M  epo  x t  t  em,n0'S*  ?nd  ^  Lady 
Count  de  la  Ma^h  \f  UtvW*  5  T  T 
croud  of  her  admirers.  The  Pri^e  of  cZ^Z  the 
ing  obtained  from  the  King  the  favour' of  ^ 

mg  him  at  Chantilly  exnrrdTed  W-Z  •  jlltertam- 

kelwJ  not  Lh’vS' Zh  ft ft““  P""'".  "'*> 
the  favourite ;  but,  too  much  biaffed  PoI,cy  toward, 

W  Ph0«C"Sd  £“  «»!*> 

the  rtorm  that  was  prenarW  'dfW*  of 

with  firmnefs  he  was  refolved’to  make'head^fnft 

it.  He  faw  his  party  xiiminiilied  or-l  <-u  n  t 

whom  he  thought  moft  attached’ to  hh 
againft  him.  Among  thefe  the  f  ft  ’  C0'nb,n!"g  ’ 
abandoned  him,  waf  the  o’ne  ho,  he  td  7 
under  the  greateft  obligations,  and  “ho  to  anD eai" 
ance  was  moft  inviolably  devoted  to  him  i?P 
the  real  Chancellor;  for  at  this  Ll  ?u  Was 
three  ot  them  in  France.  His  ridim*  dma^Vw^ 
deceit,  which  he  made  wonderfully0  fubfmient  to 

*  Upwards  of  four  thousand  pounds. 
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the  gratification  of  his  ambition.  His  fraudulent 
artifices  oraftifed  for  the  Prime  Minuter,  had  ob¬ 
tained  fingular  favour  from  him_  His  dexterity  in 
manaoinMris  Company  at  plealure  in  exciting  or 
diminflhing  their  aSivity,  «  the  Duke  w, (lrec  indu¬ 
ced  this  Minifter  to  think,  that  he  would  be  ftill  more 
ufeful  to  him  at  the  head  of  the  Mag.ftracy,  from 
whence  he  was  defirous  of  removing  M.  Bert,">  T,°’ 
from  the  particular  confidence  with  wmch  the  -  - 

narch  honoured  him,  had  a  claim  upon  that  dignity 
and  was  not  fuitable  to  him  on  account  of  his  known 
attachment  to  the  Jefmts.  Accordingly  he  began 
a  negotiation  with  M.  de  Blancmefml,  ant  ei  \  f 
M.  de  Maleflrerbes,  the  Ion  of  this  old  man,  not  lefis 
a  dupe  than  the  Duke  de  Choifeul.  Such  was  the 
adroitnefs  ot  M  de  Maupeou,  taat  1  e  turn, 
advancement  of  his  fortune  the  ctrcumftance  t 
ou-rht  to  hive  overthrown  it.  As  P  lrlt  1  refident, 
was  his  bufinefs  to  reckon  up  the  votes.  In  one  o' 
the  meetings  he  was  accused  of  having  a  u  e  ^ 
poll  to  carry  on  an  impofition,  and  make  the  opinion 
pafs  which  was  mod;  agreeable  to  the  Court,  though 
fupported  by  a  lefs  number  of  fuffrages.  Fortunately 
for  him,  it  was  near  the  time  of  the  vacations  ;  the 
reprimanding  of  him  was  deferred  to  Maitinmas^  -ay, 
and  he  availed  himfelf  of  this  delay,  and  intrigued 
with  fo  much  artifice,  that  the  Chancellor  gave  in 
his  refignation  in  favour  of  the  Vice-Chancellor; 
who,  according  to  agreement,  fatisfied  with  this 
inftant  of  real  and  peaceable  enjoyment  ot.  this  dig¬ 
nity,  refigned  the  next  day  to  his  fon. 

The  members  of  the  Parliament,  who  were 
well  acquainted  with  this  cameleon,  fore-  \ 
told  to  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  that  he  had 
taken  his  mold  dangerous  enemy  into  the  Miniltrv. 
He  did  not  entirely  throw  off  the  mafk  m  the  hnt 
inftance.  Still  uncertain  of  the  turn  which  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  Dubarri’s  might  take,  he  kept  upon  geax 
terms  with  both  parties.  But  wnen  the  prefeming 
of  the  Countefs  had  confolidated  her  party,  he  went 
over  entirely  to  them  ;  and  carried  the  refinement  01 
his  adulation  fo  far  as  to  find  out  that  he  was  related 

t  r 


C 
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The  fuppl'enefsof  l**  t™7*  C'a,I<:d  his 

aP  the  extravagancies  of  ei"  made  blrn  Submit  to 

ther  decency  nfr  undeH>  rW°mTn’  who  had 

himfelf  agreeable  to  In  °rder  ,0  mak= 

dignity  of'his  nof>  «,  ,i  n  ^  derogated  from  the 

^er  fport,  and  that  of  her  ‘°Wed  to  become 

k'nd  of  metamorphofis  he  dl^not^  r° 

de%n,  which  he  never  loft  IDht  0f  ^“"1°  t"  tbls 
»>ent.  Notwithftandino-  HI  .hi  f  f  f  fingI?  mo* 
lit y,  he  never  could  oW  m,-.annefs  and  Rrvi- 
fubaltern  confidence  in  thi"  C ^  "!°re  than  a 

been  foreftalled  a  N  I  Ur'’  ,n  which  be  had 

lefs  full  of  wit  not  lefts  f  t?311  T-6  amiable>  not 
better  calculated  to  ftnheed  whh^h"  ^  rgpea 
evident  that  we  have  been  -  .  •  w°n,en-  It  is 

d’Aigufllon  ■  who  hi \v u  fpea,klnS  °.f  rhe  Duke 
ftelf  from  a’  vprv  V/  t."!S  channel,  extricated  him- 

M.  de  Maupeou  had  ap'eeabje.  fituation,  into  which 
doing  him  fervir?  nrown  him,  under  pretence  of 

«i.  Ai"  r  ty‘?  &**■ 

L“h”T.v;,os  £“re  rV!$; 1.1”  ~"“.f 

upon  this  occafionb  hePc  ftmed’  \hat.he  was  fincere 
him  to  league  himHf  wlfh  !["  115  ,nter/ft  enSaSed 
feu  Is  ;  w!)°  he  hid  r  h  hiS  e,nemlr  of  the  C’noi- 

" '.ip  "t1"1”!  r''ole 

3S  E  bc;™f 

E±“~ 

^ssv's 

was  hiu  ’  ?nrf  °f  !he  §eneral  execration  he 
jas  ho  den  m.  It  was  to  the  new  favourite  un 

JuTedly,  that  the  Duke  owed  his  beina  ap’  ed' 

o  to  command  the  light  horfe  of  his°  Ey’s 

g  ;  nlch  contributed  only  the  more  to  irritate 

the 
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,  ,  c  Kritnnv  and  to  infpire  the  Magrf- 

the  people  activity  to  profecute  him.  the 

trates  with  greate  y  P  The  Parliament  of 

affair  had  ta.ren  a"  of  lbe  troubles  occafioned 

RT-Sr’  diftf.a  by  the  formerly /elf-entitled  Jefuits- 

m  their  dittrict  oy  j  difoerfion,  and  of 

who  had  taken  a  with,  to  take  refuge 

the  encouragement  th  7^^  ^  t0  hold  ferret 

there  in  multitud  >  and  to  make  it  the  center 

conventicles,  to  in  g  >  i  0f  revens;e — had 
and  the  repofi*ry  of  tne  . ^^h  Jver§  them  ; 

from  whence  reSted’an  immenfe  train  of  proceed- 
K  TS  on  in  all 

a  terrible  decree,  which  or dered  tt “  ^  Dur- 

it,  unlefs  they  wou  1  ' Proceedings,  it  had  been  found 

■  ‘v d*  .  a  i  X  -tOrM  ■»  i”' fo!;- 

that  tne  u  ^  0  r„V,n1rprn  agents,  wit- 

cited,  by  h nine  If  an  ^accufed  Magiftrates. 

refTes  to  depofe  depots,  of 

Indications  were  otfcoverect^  abufe  of 

unheard^  of  oppre  '  ■  .  an  expreffion  ufed 

power  —of  the  moj  a  roct  <  ’  0f  Britany  to  the 

in  the  etter  from  ^.^“^fgulfed  the  fufpi- 

C-hanof  the  premeditated  poifoning  of  the  Attorn, e« 
General  The  Parliament,  upon  the  knowledge  of 
Prfonjance,  conld  not  or  ^ 

neffb  s  be  re  heard!  fndXs  pointed  out-timPub- 

HCdMiaf XrnlfantXnthe  "was  going  to  be 

illegal  ^manner,  'd  e“e’  Pat 

Commiffioners  of  the  the  caufe,  and  to 

Lament  ltlelf,  to  go  th  o  g  ftm  the  refult 

rrninfluencUe  If  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  with  the 
tlC.  i  i  ori  rpnnired  this  compliance  of  the 

Chancellor  But*  this  was  the  fubjeft  of  new  com- 
Chancenu  remonftrances,  and  the  affair, 

whichLewis  XV.  flattered  himfelf  would  be  quieted. 
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it°more  complSt]  whi^  rendering 

*gree  of  ecYat?  efoWiX  b°^Ut  “  3  Srea^ 

ufed  r0  introduced  in  it  art  t7  ^d'  that  had  been 
which  mult  neceZ  v  "  and  Peer  as  a  culprit, 

Parliament  of  Paris  a^u*CUe  S.?minotions  m  the 

During  rhefe  tranfa^  '”S  l  C?m  °f  P«rs- 
ni' tee  of  the  States  of^R  'T’  'I?terilleclial  Com- 
In  the  interval  of  their  f^  7’  ,whlch  ftilj  ^lifted, 

upon  them  not  to  remain  Jlone  n °"S  ‘ incunibent 
of  Meff.de  la  ChalomV  1 7  h^rtt  upon 1  the  affair 
a  memorial  fuchvino  ’  <n  addreffed,  in  form  of 
jefty,  that  hey  left  no  ro  S  rem°nftrance,  to  his  Via- 

r  -I-?.;.  ■  T'te-'8i»- 

™;cA5:t  :;“,id,rvrki’ 

the  conducl  of  he  K  ,n  T  fPeeches 
“  not,"  it  was  fjd  "l  >wa*fVhem-  “  We  can- 
“  the  univerfal  defolatinn”^  ;r0m ,  70Ur  Majefty 
"  fwer.  Even  the  te  Hmo  °<*afi“ne‘1  by  you/  an- 
tornies  General  and  f  /’•  r°  |lonous  !o  the  At- 
you  give  of  their  inn  fat!sff  “7  to  us,  which 

“  terror  m  n  “  .innocence,  becomes  a' caufe  of 
t<  error  to  all  your  cmzens.  What,  Sire  thev  arl 

nocent,  and  you  puniff  them  f_t _ lw  K 

confternatio  prftatJ  S '  ™xed 

and  he  cannot  be  pro^ouLed 
him  the  nrivi'e  J „f  f  c  / ’  w,thout  allowing 

%r*iSS*  *1  l"“;n  4  £ 

“  have  been  con^fted.'’  >',Ilned’  ^  lnuft  Previot% 

<<  to?r  h°n0UrV°Ur  anc^  our  liberty,  belong- 

“  33s  Jr « 
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c‘  Even  God,  of  whom  you  are  the  living  image, 

“  cannot  puniRi  the  innocent,  and  the  guilty  man 
“  whom  he  chaftifes  cannot  doubt  of  his  crime.  Yes, 
u  the  declaration  of  innocence,  and  the  infliction  of 
“  a  puniffunent  at  the  fame  time,  are  impoffible  even 
66  to  the  Almighty,  and  it  would  be  a  blafphemy  to 
attribute  to  him  lo  odious  a  contradiction. 

“  We  con  never  conceive,  that  thole  whofe  ho- 
tc  nour  is  not  cadled  m  c|ueftion,  and  whofe  nice  feel- 
“  ings  your  Majefty  condefcends,  even  by  repeated 
<£  declarations,  to  let  at  eafe,  fliould  not  be  perfectly 
“  innocent;  and  (till  lefs  can  we  conceive .  how 
“  thole,  whofe  innocence  is  perfect,  can  experience 
<£  the  fate  referved  to  guilt  and  to  real  criminals. 

£c  What  are  plain  citizens  to  expedt,  if  the  fir  ft 
6i  magiRrates  are  not  fheltered  from  fo  fatal  an  op- 
££  preffion  ?  The  province.  Sire,  proRrate  at  your 
“  feet,  implores  your  jultice.  There  is  no  longer 
“  any  juftice,  if  we  can  be  carried  away  from  our 
“  houfes,  thrown  into  captivity,  or  retained  in  end- 
*e  lefs  exile,  under  pretence  of  fecret  offences, 
t£  founded  upon  obfcure  accufations,  againlt  which 
££  we  cannot  defend  ourfelves,  and  which  will  only 
££  be  made  known  to  us  by  the  rigour  of  the  pimifh- 
ment. 

££  Condefcend,  Sire,  to  recall  to  mind  the  long 
££  feries  of  calamities  which  thofe,  whofe  innocence 
f£  you  acknowledge  and  atteft,  have  experienced. 
“  rl  hey  have  been  torn  from  their  functions,  and 
££  from  their  families  ;  thev  have  been  dragged  as 
££  vile  culprit?  from  one  prifon  to  another  ;  they 
*£  have  been  announced  to  all  the  kingdom  of  France 
“  as  prevaricators  and  traitors  ;  they  have  been  ex- 
t£  pofed  to  the  horror  of  a  criminal  procefs,  the  vio- 
£i  lence  of  which  was  equal  to  its  injuftice  ;  they 
££  have  beheld  the  preparations  for  their  capital 
£c  punifhment,  and  they  have  only  efcaped  an  igno- 
“  minious  death  (if  virtue  could  (land  in  fear  of 
££  ignominy)  to  remain  ?n  a  long  exile,  the  period  of 

££  which  is  not  fixed  - The  accuiation,  purfued 

££  with  fo  much  viridence,  is  abandoned,  but  the 
£<  vengeance  Rill  fubfifts.  Fadts  and  diffatFAc- 

“  tions 
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tions  which  are  not  mentioned,  in  order  that  no¬ 
thing  may  be  proved,  are  f'ubftituted  to  an  atfion 
acknowledged  calumnious,  and  oppreffion  without 

*.!"£“  “  «*«*  -  » 

If,  W£  w°uW  make  our  renders  acquainted  with  all 

tranfcHbe'rh  °f  k’iS  eleSant  .compoficion,  we  fhould 
tranlcribe  the  whole  ot  it.  Its  eloquence  has  this 

chTld  ’ih’  fi7  m  ')  th3C  ant!thef,s— which  is  often  a 
ch, id, (h  figure  ot  rhetoric,  etpecially  when  too  much 

epeated  m  a  di  courfe— though  it  occur  frequently 
m  this  memorial,  contributes  only  to  give  it  more 
lorce  and  energy  ,  becaufe  it  is  founded  on  concife, 
clofe  convincing,  and  clear  reafoning  .  and  becaufe 
it  is  he  natural  and  true  reprefentaiion  of  the  ner- 

P€Th  CMdl-'?  °f  the  C'°un  in  lile  trial  in  qoeftion. 

..  hc  Mmifters  were  fo  fearful  of  the  effea  which 

the  perufal  of  this  memorial  would  have  upon  the 
^ing— who  had  too  much  undemanding  not  to  be 
convinced  ot  the  tyrannical  part,  and,  which  would 
hurt  h's  vanity  ftill  more,  let  us  be  allowed  to  fay  it 
the  foo.ifh  part,  he  had  been  made  to  acl  for  five' 
years  paft— that  they  did  net  think  proper  to  men¬ 
tion  it  to  him  They  fent  back  thefe  remonftrances 
to  i,  e  Wommiffioners,  making  a  merit  with  them  of 
luppreling  tnem,  under  pretence  that  they  would 
certainly  have  provoked  the  indignation  of  "his  Ma- 
jehy.  I  he  authors  of  them  thought  differently  •  and 
copies  of  their  memorial  foon  tranfpired.  Jt  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  warmed:  approbation  by  the  pub¬ 
lic  ;  it  was  confidered  as  a  mafterpiece  upon  public 
right,  comprehending  in  general  all  the  principles 
which  conftitute  the  real  monarchical  {late  ;  princi¬ 
ples  which  ha  !  been  for  lome  time  fo  much  departed 
from,  that  many  perfons  confidered  them  as  proble¬ 
matical.  The  patriots  were  delighted  to  fee  them 
brought  again  before  the  eves  of  the  nation  ;  they 
eagerly  fought  after  this  work,  tranferibed  it,  and 
diftributed  a  multitude  of  copies  of  it. 

In  the  embarraffment  the  Council  were  in  to  extri¬ 
cate  themfelves  from  the  tempcfhious  fituation  in 
which  they  were  more  than  ever  plunged,  the  idea 
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was  b-iggeded  of  negotiating  with  ML  de  In.  Chalo- 
tais,  (ff  tempting  him  by  the  mod  (educing  offers, 
and  prevailing  upon  him  to  dehd,  I  his  expedient 
was  looked  upon  as  the  only  one  capable  ot  quieting 
the  affair,  of  extinguifhing  and  ot  effacing  the  flight— 
elf  vediffe  of  it.  f  here  was  at  Paris  a  Breton, 
member  of  the  French  Academy,  much  connected 
with  the  Attornies  General,  very  warm  in  their  111- 
tereds,  but  endowed  with  litPe  lubtlety,  a  great 
talker,  blunt,  and  confufed  ;  all  qualities  incompati¬ 
ble  with  thofe  of  a  negotiator.  Neverthelefs,  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  finding  another  determined  the  choice  of 
him.  His  name  was  Dvtclos.  Fie  was  tent  with  a  ver« 
bal  commiffion  only,  as  a  man  ot  no  contequence, 
and  who  might  be  difavowed  in  cate  or  a  retufal, 
which,  from  the  known  character  ot  M.  de  la  Chalo- 
tais,  was  unavoidable.  Being  apprized  of  the  arrival 
of  this  fecret  agent,  he  alked  him,  in  the  fir fb  intfant, 
if  he  came  to  Xiinies  as  his  friend  or  as  his  feducer  ; 
if  in  the  fird  capacity,  he  fhould  be  well  received, 
and  might  day  ;  it  in  the  fecond,  he  had  nothing  to 
do  but  to  depart,  which  he  did  His  meffage  was  not 
Iona;  Recourfe  was  obliged  to  be  had  to  tome  other 
expedient.  The  matter  became  very  preffmg,  as  his 
Majedy  began  to  be  tired,  and,  the  more  circumdan- 
ces  were  difguifed  from  him,  the  more  was  it  neceffary 
to  conceal  the  whole  from  him.  The  Chancellor,  who 
was  fenfible  of  how  great  importance  it  was  to  him 
to  fignalize  his  promotion  to  the  head  of  the  Magi- 
dracy  by  fome  impaling  a£t,  that  might  procure 
him  the  intire  confidence  of  his  mader,  affured  him 
that  he  knew  of  no  other  method  than  to  fuffer  the 
affairs  to  take  its  free  courie,  to  lay  it  before  the 
Court  of  l  eers,  and  to  exculpate  the  Duke  d’Aiguil- 
lon  by  a  folemn  decree  He  took  this  dep,  either 
becaufe  he  had  not  in  reality  feen  any  thing  in  the 
procefs  lent  by  the  Parliament  of  Rritany  which  could 
ferioufly  inculpate  this  Commandant — -becaufe  he 
had  not  fuificiently  attended  to  it — becaufe  he  was 
glad  of  an  opportunity  of  rendering  himfelf  neceffary 
to  the  Duke,  in  proportion  as  he  fhould  be  involved 
—or,  in  a  word,  which  is  mod  probable,  becaufe  he 

dattered 
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flaftered  WmfeJf,  that  his  influence  would  be  mor* 
effedtually  exerted  in  the  Court  of  Peer,  the  f.  t 
members  of  which  he  was  acquainted  with  than  tn^a 
ftrange  and  diiknt  Parliament  R..t  H’a  !  , 

could  bring  to  view  all  the  fecret  recelfes  of  a  hear!  fn 
replete  with  falfebood  ?  The  Parliament  ofBritanv 
apprized  of  the  letters  patent,  under  exnrefs  referva- 
tions,  and  which  were  neeeffirv  in  j  , 

Hep  Riould  not  prejucice  their  exiftence  ^ad’nf  rh^ 

nient^  Padrisent  ?h  Prweedin§  *  the  Part- 
mf",  ansV  T.ber  thus  avoided  the  conflict  which 

g,  ,  •  -5^’  anct prevented  the  conteft  which 
•  ould  infallibly  have  anfen  between  the  two  Courts 

rot  ,  making  them  lofe  -fight  of  the  matter  to  attend 
o  the  form,  and  by  this  dextrous  manoeuvre  they  ob- 
Jged,  in  fonie  tort,  the  Court  of  Peers  to  interfere  I„ 
the  perplex, ty  occasioned  by  the  new  turn  which  'the 

to  let  V’thSe  ‘^'l"8,  *he  fir11  °P'ni0n  muft  "eceffarily  be, 
tin  e  fn  7S  F  f°  clrc«mdances,  and  to  gain 
' 111,6  Af0r  an>’,.fl'rther  refolmions  which  thefe  might 
uggeft.  This  had  determined  the  appeal.  The  King 

bj  ,ki,  tte  libt "  of- 

I  iohr  Ih  ’  F  pu“ mg  a  ft°P  t0  if  whenever  hf 
nugh  fhmk  proper  it  was  agreed  upon  that  his  Ma- 

com  W  /  i  at  the  which  would 

ontrioute  to  moderate  the  intemperance  of  them 

and  that  they  fhould  beholden  at  Verfaiiles,  in  order 

P“‘  “»■>«”% 

Refpefting  the  firft  article,  the  Parliament  deter¬ 
mined,  that  they  had  no  need  of  letters  patent  to 
take  cognizance  of  a  matter  in  which  a  Peer  was 
concerned  and  to  bring  him  to  trial,  their  Court 
being  the  foie,  only,  and  eflentia]  tribunal,  to  which 
aicn  a  trial  by  right  belonged.  V.  ith  regard  to  the 
tecond  article,  the  reference  of  the  matter  to  them 
they  were  too  much  flattered  with  it  to  oppofe  them- 
eves  to  this  act  of  Royalty.  They  only  entered  a 
relolution,  which  charged  the  Firft  Prefident  to  re- 
prelent  the  irregularity  of  the  removal  of  the  caufe 
as  much  in  iifelf,  as  from  the  inconveniencies  that 
migat  remit  from  it.  Some  Peers  having  been  defir- 

ous 
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ous  of  reviving  an  antient  claim,  always  reject¬ 
ed,  of  forming,  and,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Civilians,  by  themfelves,  and  with  the  King  only  at 
their  head,  the  Court  of  Peers  ;  this  claim  was  again 
annihilated  ;  it  was  proved  to  them,  that  the  Magif- 
trates  of  this  day  were  no  more  to  be  compared  to 
thole  that  were  formerly  named  Unifies ,  or  perfons 
intruded  with  the  civil  authority,  than  the  prefent 
Peers  were  to  be  compared  to  the  antient  Peers  of  the 
kingdom  ;  that  the  prelent  Peers  were  only  fo  many 
Gentl  emen,  appointed  by  his  Majefty  to  a  fuperior 
dignity,  and  were  nothing  in  themfelves  ;•  and  that 
they  could  not  therefore  affimilate  themfelves  to 
thole  great  vaffals  of  the  Crown,  who  were  fo  many 
Sovereigns,  and  without  whofe  concurrence  the  Mo¬ 
narch  could  do  nothing.  The  Prince  of  Conti,  a  zealous 
Parliamentarian,  infilled  much  upon  this  point,  and 
agreed  to  the  infinite  diftinction  there  ought  to  be 
between  the  Princes  and  the  Peers ;  he  fpoke  of  the 
'fyllem  of  the  latter,  and  threw  a  kind  of  ridicule  up¬ 
on  it,  but  he  agreed,  that  this  fyftem  being  of  recent 
date,  was  fortunately  not  adopted  by  the  majority. 

4  he  firft  fitting  of  the  Court  of  Peers  at  Verfailles 
took  place  on  the  4th  of  April.  The  King  entered 
alone  with  the  Princes:  all  his  guard  retired,  and 
the  officers  of  the  Court  took  poffelfion  of  the  doors. 

1  he  Chancellor,  beaming  with  glory,  opened  the 
Affembly  by  a  dhcourfe  very  well  adapted  to  his 
purpofe.  He  announced,  on  the  part  of  the  Kino- 
that  the  intention  of  his  Majefty  was,  that  there 
fliould  be  an  abfolute  liberty  of  fuffrages  and  opini¬ 
ons,  and  that  the  affair  fliould  be  tried  with  the  ut- 
moft  feverity,  to  acquit  or  condemn  the  accufed. 

The  Firft  Prefident  anfwered  by  another  fpeech 
in  which  he  introduced  the  representations  he  was 
commiffioned  to  make. 

The  informations  taken  by  the  Parliament  of  BrK 
tany  were  afterwards  read.  It  was  ordered,  that  they 
fliould  be  depofited  in  the  office,  and  that  the  Attor¬ 
ney  General  fhould  take  an  account  of  them,  to  ojVe 
in  his  opinion,  the  whole  without  prejudice  to^the 
refpe&ive  rights  of  the  Court  of  Peers,  and  of  nil 
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Jiiofe  who  fit  in  it,  and  without  giving  a  function  to 
ln*er  that  anv  other  Court  fhould  be  authorized  to 
continue  any  informations  or  proceedings,  in  which 
a  Peer  fhould  be  named. 

i  [t  was  refolved  at  the  conclufion,  that  moil:  hum- 
}5>e  thanks  fhould  be  prefented  to  the  King,  for  hav- 
ing  condeicended,  that  the  real  and  antient  principles 
ot  the  Peerage  fliould  be  again  confecrated  and  pre- 
ierved,  in  his  prefence,  and  with  his  folemn  appro¬ 
bation. 

ft  he  King  appeared  to  pay  very  great  attention 
to  all  the  informations  read  bv  the  fir  ft  Prefident  ; 
and,  as  this  long  reading  fatigued  the  Magiftrate, 
whole  voice  was  infenfibly  loft,  it  was  obferved, 
that  his  Majefty  bent  forwards  to  hear  the  better, 
and  not  to  lole  any  part  of  what  was  faid. 

The  Parliament  returned,  very  well  fatisfied  with 
the  fitting,  in  which  they  had  acquired  a  new  eclat 
by  the  authentic  confirmation  granted  to  them  by 
the  Sovereign,  both  of  them  being  efTentially  necef- 
fary  in  forming,  together  with  the  Peerage,  the 
Court  of  Peers,  as  alfo  of  their  being  the  foie  Const 
of  Peers,  in  exclufion  of  all  the  other  Parliaments. 
Some  of  the  Members  were  particularly  delighted 
with  having  been  noticed  by  the  Monarch  j  among 
otiters,  M.  Pafquier,  the  famous  Recorder  of  the 
caufe  of  Damiens,  and  of  Count  La  11 7,  whom  the 
Chancellor  pointed  out  by  a  gelt  to  the  King,  who 
was  defirous  of  conftdering  him  more  attentively,  as 
he  palled  before  his  Majefty,  The  fecond  fitting, 
on  the  7th  of  April,  was  not  1  el s  agreeable  to  the 
Parliament,  ft  he  Attorney  General  produced  in  it 
a  complaint  againft  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon,  and  a  per- 
fon  named  Andouard,  Major  of  the  militia  of  Nantz, 
who,  in  this  affair,  appeared  to  be  the  Agent  of  the 
Duke.  Accordingly,  all  the  proceedings  carried  on 
in  Britany  were  annulled,  as  being  illegally  infti- 
tuted,  inafmuch  as  they  concerned  a  Peer.  Frefti 
inquiries,  and  frefti  informations,  &c.  were  ordered 
to  be  made. 

During  the  courfe  of  the  inquiries,  M.  Michau 
de  Montblin  diftinguiilied  himfelf  by  his  eloquence. 
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to  fuch  a  degree,  that  the  King  declared  himfelf  to 
be  of  his  opinion,  exprefling,  neverthelefs,  his  dif- 
1  iJke  to  monitories,  which  were  commonly  nfed  in  all 
proceedings.  But  from  deference  to  his  Majefty, 
all  the  members  unanimoufly  returned  to  his  opi¬ 
nion,  which  was  confidered  as  an  order,  and  it 
may  from  thence  be  inferred  what  kind  of  liberty- 
reigned  in  that  Aftembly. 

However  this  may  be,  every  thing  proceeded  fo 
far  with  general  fatisfadtion,  and  his  Majefty  Teemed 
fo  well  plealed  to  prefide  over  his  Court  of  Peers, 
that  he  gave  orders  to  conftrudt  immediately,  on  the 
fpot  of  the  ancient  theatre,  a  Grand  Chamber,  a 
Tribunal,  a  Council  Chamber,  houfes  of  refrei1>- 
ment,  and,  in  a  word,  all  the  conveniences  necef- 
fary  to  form  a  Court  of  Judicature.  The  two  lall 
fittings  had  been  in  the  Queen’s  anti-chamber,  in 
which  the  Beds  of  Juftice  were  holden  ;  which  in 
ta&  was  rather  improper.  Unfortunately,  the  King 
was  foon  tired  of  this  tranfitory  caprice,  which  was 
Trft  interrupted  by  the  marriage  of  the  Dauphin, 
and  the  feftivals  given  on  that  occafion. 

This  was  undoubtedly  in  itfelf  one  of  the  mofc 
important  events  of  this  reign,  as  much  from  its 
{Lengthening  our  alliance  with  the  Houfe  of  Auf- 
tria,  as  from  the  circumftances  which  accompanied 
and  fucceeded  it.  It  was  brought  about  by  the  care 
of  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  who,  in  all  probability, 
having  his  own  grandeur,  as  much  as  the  happinefs 
of  France,  in  view,  removed  all  difficulties,  and 
fortunately  concluded  tbefe  nuptials  ;  which  were 
completed  moft  opportunely  for  him,  who,  having 
diidained  to  maintain  himfelf  by  little  intrigues 
v/ould  now  be  fupported  by  the  Dauphinefs  herfelf. 
It  was  not  imagined,  that  he  v/ould  have  kept  his 
ground  till  that  period  ;  but  when  it  arrived,  his 
friends  conceived  better  hopes,  efpecially  on  feeing 
the  diftinguiflied  part  he  added  on  that  occafloif. 
'i  he  King  gave  him  leave  to  go  to  Compiegne  to 
meet  thctt  I  nncefs,  and  to  be  the  flrft  IVlinifter  who 
paid  his  homage  to  her.  The  Dauphinefs  received 
him  with  Angular  attention,  and  granted  him  a  pri- 
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rate  audience,  wherein,  after  having  exprefled  to 
him  the  great  defire  die  had  of  feeing  him,  ihe 
thanked  him  for  the  care  he  had  taken  to  contribute 
to  her  happinefs  *  and  added,  that  die  depended 
tipon  the  continuation  of  it,  to  allift  her  youth  and 
inexperience,  by  his  advice. 

it  was  icarce  poifible  that  the  preparations,  the 
pomp,  and  the  rejoicings,  on  account  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  the  heir  apparent  to  the  Crown,  diould  not 
occafion  a  great  deal  of  expence,  notwithftanding 
the  dilh-efied  fituation^f  the  kingdom  ;  but  this  be¬ 
came  excedive,  under  a  prodigal  Sovereign,  who 
had  no  thought  but  for  himfelf,  who  fuftered  all 
matters  to  be  carried  on  as  his  Minifters  chofe,  and 
who  would  not  fee  the  depredations  to  which  thofe 
extraordinary  charges  opened  an  imraenfe  field. 
To  give  lbme  idea  of  them,  it  was  calculated  that 
thirty  thoufand  hories  mud  be  employed  in  the  jour¬ 
ney.  It  was  faid,  that  a  multitude  of  upholfterers 
were  to  go  pod  from  town  to  town,  to  ornament 
the  feveral  places  where  the  Princefs  was  to  make 
any  day  ;  and  that  fxty  carriages,  all  new,  were  to 
make  part  of  the  train  that  was  gone  to  receive  her 
at  Strafbourg. 

This  was  only  the  prelude.  Nothing  had  yet  been 
beheld  equal  to  the  dreffesof  the  King  and  the  Prin¬ 
ces,  which  crowds  of  people  went  to  fee  at  the  embroi¬ 
derer’s  or  taylor’s.  ri  hac  ot  the  King  was  one  which 
v/as  prefented  to  him  at  the  nuptials  of  the  Duke  de 
Chartres,  and  his  Majeftv  having  then  afked,  whe¬ 
ther  any  thing  more  beautiful  could  be  contrived,  and 
being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  had  ordered,  that  it 
fhould  be  referved  for  the  wedding  of  his  grandfon. 
Six  dreifes  were  reckoned  of  equally  refined  luxury, 
and  thole  of  the  children  of  France  were  anfwerable 
to  them.  They  were  befides  to  be  ornamented  with 
a  quantity  of  jewels.  The  ftate  coaches  %vere  no  lefs 
an  obie£t  of  curiolity  :  the  richnefs  of  them  was  equal 
to  their  elegance,  which  will  not  create  furprize, 
when  we  are  told  that  they  v/ere  commanded  by  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul. 

With  regard  to  ihe  public  fpe&acles,  the  feftivals 
of  Lewis  XIV.  fo  celebrated  in  Europe,  and  in  hil- 

tory. 
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tory,  could  not  be  compared  to  this.  The  flower¬ 
pot  of  the  fire-works  alone,  was  to  be  compoled  of 
thirty  thoufand  rockets,  which,  at  a  crown  eacn, 
formed  an  objeft  of  four  thoufand  louis  ;  and  we 
know  that  a.  flower-pot  or  fire-works  goes  of.  in  a 

The  preparations  for  thefe  prodigalities  tormed 
a  fhocking  contrad  with  the  infurreaions  occahoned 
bv  the  fcarcity  of  bread,  which  continued  and  in- 
creafed,  at  the  fame  time,  in  fome  provinces,  1  nere 
was  a  riot  at  Befan^on,  and  at  'lours,  and  it  was 
carried  to  fuch  a  height  in  this  lad  town,  that  the 
Intendant  was  obliged  to  make  his  efcape  by  a  back¬ 
door,  and  the  Archbiiliop  thought  it  incumbent  upon 
him  to  come  into  Court,  to  diiplay  his  paltoral  loli- 
citude.  In  the  counties  of  la  Marche,  and  the  Li- 
moufin,  it  was  calculated,  that  upwaras  of  tour  thou¬ 
fand  perlbns  were  ftarved  to  death,  and  feveral  more 
would  have  periihed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  huma¬ 
nity  of  M,  de  Perfan,  Mader  of  Requeds,  who, 
being  Lord  of  part  of  the  manor  ot  the  province, 
fent  poweriul  fuccours  to  his  tenants. . 

Thefe  misfortunes  gave  rile  to  a  little  pamphlet, 
intituled  ;  A  fingular  idea  of  a  good  citizen ,  concerning 
the  public  fe finals  uohich  aye  intended  to  be  exhibited  at 
Paris ,  and  at  Court ,  upon  occafton  of  the  Dauphins  nup¬ 
tials.  After  having  enumerated  the  cods  of  the  enter¬ 
tainments,  fpedtacles,  fireworks,  illuminations,  and 
balls,  carried  to  the  higlied  degree  of  magnificence, 
and  the  recapitulation  of  which  amounted  to  a  capi¬ 
tal  of  twenty  millions  f,  the  author  concludes  his 
truly  original  pamphlet  in  the  following  manner. 

‘M  propofe  that  none  of  thefe  things  fhould  be 
«  done,  but  that  thefe  twenty  millions  fhould  be 
«  taken  off  from  the  impofts,of  the  year,  and  eipe- 
“  cially  the  land-tax.  Thus,  inftead  of  amufing  the 
44  idle  people  of  the  Court,  and  of  the  capital,  with 
44  vain  and  momentary  diverdons,  the  forrowtul  cul- 
**  tivator  would  be  filled  with  joy  ;  the  whole  nation 

H  5  “  would 
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aWndU!o  5?  m3d,?  t0  Partake  °f  this  f°rtunate  event  - 
a  ,  0  thr  lnoft  remote  corners  of  the  kingdom  this 
exc  amation  would  refound  :  Long  live  levels  the 
Meloved fpecies  of  feftivaffo  new  would 
reject  more  real  and  more  lading  glory  on  the 
ing,  than  all  the  pomp  and  pageantry  of  Afiatic 

event  to  poftenty  wtth  greater  fatisfadion,  than 

finJ  o°thtS  detai  *  °f  f  magnificence,  burthen- 
6  PeoPle;  and  very  far  from  contribu- 

of  h!s  fabjerS’>Sra  6Ur  °f  3  M°narCh>  the 

te  Jit!'.6  W6re  ‘°°-  man7  P!rfons  of  confequence  in- 
tcr.lkd  in  preventing  mat  idea  from  fucceedino  for 

ny  attention  to  be  paid  to  it.  They  only 

flm  Id  re  ?refyent,that  the  t'nes  of  the  unfortunate 
theUp  ■'  r  the  throne,  and  elpecially  the  ears  of 

fcj  f  WCMe  7°!?thfui  and  “"experienced 

i  .  being  ienfible  and  tender,  would  certainly 
.,ave  been  moved I  by  them.  It  was  affedled  to  infen- 
m  th-  Gazette  of  France*  that  there  was  a  qnan- 
,  y  f  corn  at.  Nantz,  which  had  hitherto  been  hin¬ 
dered  from  circulating  by  the  bad  weather,  the 

°f  tbe  nVerS’  and  °ther  accidental 


It  was  under  thefe  fatal  aufpices  that  the  Danphin- 
efs  arrived  at  Compiegene.  The  King  was  very  de- 
irous  of  feeing  her,  and  of  knowing  whether  Ihe 
vvere  handfome.  It  is  faid,  that  when  the  Prince 
oi  /oix  came  to  acquaint  him  with  the  news  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Archdutchefs  at  Strafbourg,  M  Bcu- 
ret  Secretary  of  the  Cabinet,  at  the  fame  time 
presented  to  him  the  exchange  of  contraft  made  no¬ 
on  the- frontiers.  His  Majefty,  who  was  very  fami- 
]ar  ^lth  t]?at  Servant,  alked  him  what  he  thought  of 
the  Dauphmefs,  and  whether  Ihe  had  a  fine  bofom  ■ 
he  anfwered,  that  the  Dauphinefs  had  a  eharmino’ 
figure,  and  very  beautiful  eyes,  &c.  That  is  not 
‘‘  what  I  talk  to  you  about,”  replied  his  Mai  eft  v 
jocofely,  “  I  afk  you  whether  ftie  has  a  fine  bofom  f’ 


*  S»e  the  Gaaette  of  France,  of  Monday,  14th  May,  1770. 

“  Sire, 
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Sire  I  did  not  take  the  liberty  to  carry  my  eyes 
fo  far  ”  anfwered  the  fubtle  Courtier,  “  V  ou  are 
a  fool’”  continued  his  Majefty,  laughing,  «  it  is 
the  fir  ft  thing  one  looks  at  in  a  woman” 

We  may  judge,  by  this  little  anecdote,  m  the 
*  '  11  which  Lewis  XV.  examined  his 


eagerneis  with  1T 

daughter-in-law  when  he  law  tier.  hie  went  as  iar 

as  the  preferred  limits  to  meet  her,  where,  conform¬ 
ing  herfelf  to  the  ceremonial,  fhe  got  out  ot  her 
coach,  and  threw  herfelV  at  the  feet  of  his  Majefty, 
who  raifed  her  up  with  kindnefs,  and  embraced  her. 

'1  hey  flept  at  Compiegne  ;  and  the  next  day,  pal- 
finer  through  St.  Denis,  they  went  to  fee  Maoame 
Lou i fa,  one  of  the  Kings  daughters,  who  had  lately 
taken  the  veil  at  the  Carmelites  of  that  place  1  he 
whole  city  of  Paris  was  aflembled  on  the  road,  ano 
there  was  a  double  row  of  coaches  from  Si.  x^ems  to 
the  gate  called  Maillot.  .The  Royal  Family  fupped 
at  the  caftle  of  La  Muette,  where  Lewis  AV  was 
not  afhamed  himfelf  to  prefent  the  Countefs  Dubarri 
to  the  Dauphinefs,  and  to  make  her  eat  with  that 
Princefs. 

The  Dauphinefs  had,  till  that  moment,  been  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  fituation  of  Madame  Dubarri,  wnom 
flie  had  often  heard  mentioned  at  her  Court.  ^  C)ne^ 
dly,  impatient  of  hearing  the  continual  repetition  of 
thisVame,  ilie  a  Iked  what  was  that  Lady’s  employ¬ 
ment,  who  was  fo  much  talked  of?  the  was  anfwer¬ 
ed,  that  the  Countefs  amufed  the  King.  “  That  le- 
“  ing  the  cafe  ft  replied  ingenuoufy  the  young  Area- 
dutchefs,  “  I  declare  myfelf  her  rival.”  She  was 
not  tempted  to  become  fo  at  that  inftant,  when  me 
had  certainly  been  better  informed  ;  but,  attentive 
to  gratify  the  inclinations  of  the  Monarch,  his  Ma- 
jelly  having  afked  her  how  fhe  found  that  lacy,  fhe 
anfwered.  Charming  ;  which  gave  the  higheft  fatis— 
faction  to  the  Royal  Lover.  It  is  certain  that  Ma¬ 
dame  Dubarri  was,  at  that  time,  the  moil  remai li¬ 
able  woman  at  Court,  with  refpect  to  her  artlefs 
figure  and  her  natural  graces.  She  might  be  cal¬ 
led  beautiful  in  herfelf,  and,  by  a  fipgularity  Hill 
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>n°re  aftcnilliing,  flie  was  alfo,  in  outward  aonear- 
fhtion.'  '  6  deCent  ln  her  behaviour  and  conver- 

1  he  King,  the  Dauphin,  and  the  Royal  Famil 
re  timed  from  Muette  to  deep  at  Verlailles  ■  th 
Daupnmefs  alone  remained  there,  in  compliance 

fame  roof  ^1  °VHe  Church>  not  t0  live  under  the 
the  r  rtf  a,S.  !er,future  contort.  She  did  not  go  to 

hlrfm^V  'u6  next  bay  ;  after  having  dfeiTed 
her  felt  her  robes  of  ceremony,  fire  went  to  the 

Pd  torece>ve  the  nuptial  benediaion.  The  Pril¬ 
ls  was  much  admired  there  j  who,  in  the  midft  of 
n  unknovvn  fet  of  people,  and  the  natural  aftonifli 
ment  occauoned  by  fo  many  objects,  did  not  appear 

fl  CJV"lbarraire<1’  but  wem  fhrough  the  cere- 
r.omal  with  great  eafe,  and  with  peculiar  graces 

m  at'er'1°on>  an  minienfe  number  of  people 
re  affembled  in  the  gardens,  in  which  were  die 
p  tparations  for  the  fire-works,  and  the  illuminations 
"at  were  to  oe  exhibited  in  the  evening,  it  was  a 
<  t  agreeable  thing  to  obferve,  that,  in  the  midft  of 
io  many  preparations  for  a  fuperb  feftival,  thofe 
gan.ens  were :.m  very  bad  order,  and  in  feveral  pla- 

execr fnbied  k,e  Sardensof  a  caflle-  in  which* an 
oe  ution  has  been  entered.  In  the  firft  place,  thS 

me Tf  n  T  3n  efl'en!ia‘  Pan  °f  fb?  entertain- 
t  of  inch  a  day,  neither  played,  nor  were  they 

m  a  condition  to  play  ;  feveral  of  the'vbafons  were 

‘"y  ;  even  the  canal  w-as  dirty  and  full  of  mud  • 

mutilated  ftatues,  Mattered  upon  the  ground,  an- 

nounced  the  having  neglefled  to  pick  them  up,  or  to 

conceal  their  ruins  from  the  public  eye.  Even  all 

flights  of  fteps  were  fhockingly  damaged  ; _ 

jiere  were  no  violins,  no  dances,  no  provifions  for 

"e  people,  who  did  not  partake  of  the  mirth,  which 

mould  be  the  firft  mark  of  a  public  feftival.  A  few 

mountebanks  only  were  preparing  to  exhibit  fome 

diverfiop.s  in  the  evening.  The  fky  feemed  not  to  be 

in  harmony  with  the  earth,  for  two  dreadful  (forms 

dilperfed  the  people  whom  curiolity  had  brought 

there,  and  prevented  them  from  feeing  either  fire- 

wotks  or  illuminations,  which  were  poftponed  to 

more 
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more  favourable  weather.  By  another  negle<5f,  un¬ 
worthy  of  the  majefty  of  the  place,  the  Courts,  at 
nine  o’clock  at  night,  were  not  even  lighted  as  much 
as  thofe  of  a  private  man  ;  the  galleries  and  paflages 
remained  in  profound  obfcurity  ;  there  was  not  a 
fingle  lamp  either  on  the, fore  or  the  back  front  of  the 
palace.  The  town  ot  Verfailles  aid  not  feem  to  par¬ 
ticipate  the  lead  in  this  great  event,  and  Paris  was 
reproached  with  having  conduced  matters  with  the 
greateft  parfimony.  T  he  poor  were  feen  with  indig¬ 
nation  begging  upon  this  day,  as  ufual,  and  there 
were  neither  faufages,  bread,  nor  wine,  provided 
for  them.  The  Noblemen  did  not  diiiinguifh  them- 
felves  more;  and  the  magnificent  palace  of  the  Mi- 
nifter  of  Paris,  the  Count  de  St.  Florentin,  was  only 
lighted  by  two  rows  of  fmall  lamps,  at  no  great 
height  from  the  ground. 

As  for  the  reft,  all  the  perfons  who  entered  the 
apartments  on  the  day  of  the  marriage,  and  efpeci- 
ally  thofe  who  aftifted  at  the  royal  banquet,  agreed, 
that  they  had  never  feen  fo  miraculous  a  fight  ;  they 
pretended,  that  all  the  defcriptions  they  could  make 
of  it,  would  be  fhort  of  the  truth  ;  and  that  thofe 
which  we  read  in  the  'Pales  of  the  Fairies,  could 
only  give  an  imperfect  idea  of  if.  The  richnefs  and 
luxuriant  fancy  of  the  dreftes,  the  blaze  of  the  dia¬ 
monds,  and  the  magnificence  of  the  apartments,  daz¬ 
zled  the  eyes  of  the  fpectators,  and  prevented  them 
from  fixing  their  attention  to  particulars.  The  Dau- 
phinefs  was  the  perfon  who  attra&ed  the  moft  earned: 
notice  of  every  one,  on  whom  all  eyes  were  fixed, 
and,  when  withdrawn  through  refpect,  were  Tcel- 
fantly  returning.  The  following  is  the  picture  that 
was  given  of  her  at  the  time  : — “  The  Prince fs,  who 
is  tall  for  her  age,  is  thin,  without  being  meagre, 
61  and  as  a  young  perfon  fhould  be,  who  is  not  tho- 
€<  roughly  formed.  She  is  very  well  made,  and  her 
limis  well  proportioned.  Tier  hair  is  of  a  beau- 
“  tiful  light  colour,  which  it  is  thought  will  in 
“  time,  be  turned  to  a  bright  chefnut,  and  is  ex- 
“  tremely  well  fet  Majefty  already  appears  in  her 
“  countenance  ;  the  form  of  her  face  is  a  fine  oval 

^  5  *  “  but 
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tf<  but  rather  long  ;  her  eyebrows  are  as  full  as  any 
4‘  fair  perlon’s  can  be  ;  her  eyes  are  blue,  without 
“  being  infipid,  and  are  very  lively,  and  full  of  wit ; 

her  note  is  aquiline,  a  little  fharpened  at  the  end. 
‘e  ^fhe  Dauphinefs  has  a  lmall  mouth,  although  her 
6 1  1JP^  are  rather  thick,  efpecially  the  under  one, 
which  is  known  to  be  the  Aujlrian  lip  ;  her  coin- 
(  plexion  is  dazzling,  and  her  natural  colour  might 
“  ditpenfe  her  from  having  recourfe  to  rouge  ;  her 
“  deportment  is  that  of  an  Archdutchefs,  but  her 
“  dignity  is  tempered  by  the  fweetnefs  of  her  dif- 
pobtion  ;  and  it  is  diihcult  to  behold  this  Princefs, 
“  without  being  penetrated  with  refped,  blended 
“  with  ienhbility.”' 

The  bal  pare ,  the  mod  tedious  part  of  the  fedivals, 
becaufe  every  thing  was  done  there  by  etiquette, 
occaiioned  a  good  deal  of  confufion.  The  King  had 
previously  fixed  the  ceremonial  of  it.  He  had  agreed, 
in  conformity  to  the  folicitations  of  the  Ambaffador 
of  the  Emperor  and  the  Emprefs  Queen,  that  he 
would  bellow  home  mark  of  didinction  upon  Made- 
mou&lls  de  Lorraine,  who  had  the  honour  to  belong 
to  their  augud  houle  ;  accordingly,  he  was  to  name 
her  to  dance  before  all  the  Dutcheffes,  immediately 
after  the  Princeffes  of  the  blood,  and  the  Prince  of 
Lambefc  immediately  after  the  Princes.  This  be- 
came  a  ierious  affair  :  the  Dukes  and  Peers  affembled 
at  the  houle  of  M.  de  Broglio,  Bi fliop  and  Count  de 
Noyon,  as  being  the  olded  Peer  at  that  time  in  Pa¬ 
ns  j  and,  notwithdanding  the  abhorrence  the  Church 
has  for  dancing,  a  memorial  was  difcuffed,  drawn  up 
and  read  there,  which  the  Prelate  was  commiffioned 
to  prefent  to  the  King.  In  order  to  make  it  more 
folemn,  the  concurrence  of  the  higher  nobility  was 
required  on  this  occahon,  and  a  great  number  of 
thorn  figned  the  memorial.  The  King,  as  ufual, 
very  much  embarraffed,  eluded  a  decifion,  and  faid, 
that  dancing  at  the  ball  could  not  be  of  any  confe- 
quence,  as  the  choice  ot  the  men  and  women  dan¬ 
cers  depended  only  upon  his  willf.  He  called  upon 

their 

*  The  expreflions  are  taken  from  the  fmgular  letter  of  the 

King 
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their  fidelity,  attachment,  fubmifllon,  and  friendlbip. 
This  anfwer,  unworthy  of  a  great  Monarch,  only 
gave  frefh  .caufe  of  ridicule,  and  no  one  a  flitted  at 
the  ceremony,  except  thofe  whole  prefence  could 
not  beditpenfed  with. 

There  would  be  no  end  to  it,  were  we  to  enume¬ 
rate  all  the  feftivals,  fpectacles,  and  rejoicings,  which 
iucceeded  each  other  during  a  month  and  upwards. 
But  it  is  impoflible  to  pais  over  in  filence  the  dread¬ 
ful  catatlrophe  of  the  30th  of  May,  of  that  difaftrous 
night,  when  in  the  multi  of  a  tumultuous  joy,  more 
people  periihed  than  are  often  deftroyed  in  the  mod 
bloody  engagement !  It  was  the  dav  on  which  the 
city  had  caufed  fire-works  to  be  played  off  The 
Tpot  was  exceedingly  well  chofen,  round  the  ftatue 
of  Lewis  XV.  in  that  vail  circumference,  which  re- 
l'ernbles  more  a  plain  than  a  fquare.  An  illumination 
upon  the  Boulevards  was  to  fucceed  the  fireworks, 
which  determined  the  crowd  to  go  by  a  wide  ftreet 
leading  to  the  ramparts.  It  was,  however,  in  that 
ftreet  that  there  happened  an  unparalleled  inftance  of 
carnage.  *1 Tree  circumftances  concurred  to  augment 

O  O 

ft. 


King  to  the  Dukes,  which  is  here  infei  ted  entire.  It  is  dated 
1  7  May,  1770- 

44  The  Ambaffador  of  the  Emperor,  and  of  the  Emprefs 
44  Queen,  in  an  audience  that  he  has  had  of  me,  has  demanded 
44  on  the  part  of  his  mailer  (and  1  am  obliged  to  credit  all  he 
44  fays)  that  I  would  fhew  fome  mark  of  diltindion  ¥0  Mademoi- 
44  felle  de  Lorraine,  on  the  prefent  occafion  of  the  marriage  of 
44  my  grandfon  with  the  A-chdutchefs  Antoinetta.  Dancing 
44  at  the  ball  being  the  only  thing  from  whence  no  inferences  can 
44  be  diawn,  hnce  the  choice  of  the  men  and  women  dancers 
14  depends  only  upon  my  will,  without  any  dittin&ion  of  places, 
44  rank  or  dignities,  excepting  the  Princes  and  Princefies  of  the 
44  blood — who  cannot  be  compared  nor  put  upon  a  footing  with 
44  any  other  French  perfon — and  not  being  willing  to  make  in- 
44  novations  with  regard  to  what  is  pradifed  at  my  Court — [ 
44  reckon  that  the  Great,  and  the  Nobility  of  my  kingdom,  in 
44  virtue  of  the  fidelity,  fubmilfion,  attachment,  and  even  friend- 
44  fhip,  they  have  always  Ihewn  to  me,  and  to  my  predecelfors, 
44  will  never  encourage  any  thing  that  can  difpleafe  me,  elpe- 
44  daily  upon  this  occafion,  v/hen  l  am  defirous  of  Ihewirg  my 
44  gratitude  to  the  Emprefs  Queen  for  the  prefent  fhe  makes 
44  me,  which  l  hope,  as  well  as  you,  will  inlure  the  happinefs 
44  of  the  remainder  of  my  days. 

44  Saint  Flo  rent  in.” 

A  true  Copy.” 
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jf’  lft*  A  Plot  formed  by  the  thieves  to  occafion  x 
iioppage  a  crowd,  a  confiderable  tumult,  that  in 
the  midff  of  the  confuilon,  they  might  carry  on  their 
dehgns  the  better,  and  rob  with  impunity.  Several 
°  the  Jodies  of  thefe  villains,  which  w^ere  known, 
attetled  themcnme  2d.  dhenegletf  of  the  archi- 

te«  °}  ,  town»  In  not  making  the  ground  even,  over 
which  about  fix  hundred  thoufand  fpeftators  were  to 
pafs  in  not  filling  up  the  ditches  that  were  in  the 
v\a}  and  in  not  removing  all  the  obflacles  which 
could  confine  or  prefs  the  multitude,  ^dly.  The  in- 
ufficiency  of  the  guard,  and  the  pariimonv  of  the 
town-hall,  which  would  not  allow  a  gratuity  of  a 
thoufand  crowns*  to  the  regiment  of  French  guards 
as  was  required  by  the  Marshal  Duke  de  Biron,  that 
they  might  attend  that  day,  and  compenfate  for  the 
weaknefs  and  unfitnefs  of  the  city  guard. 

However  this  may  be,  one  hundred  and  thirty  dead 
bodies,  which  remained  on  the  fpot,  were  immedi¬ 
ately  carried  off,  and  depofited  in  the  church-yard  of 
the  pari ili  de  la  Madelaine  de  la  Ville  PEveque,  to 
be  owned  ;  a  folemn  fervice  was  afterwards  perform¬ 
ed  for  them,  by  order  of  the  Ueutenant-criminel ,  iffued 
at  the  requifition  of  the  King’s  Attorney.  To  this 
number  of  dead  perfons,  if  we  add' the  wounded,  the 
maimed,  and  the  fuffocatcd,  conveyed  into  neigh¬ 
bouring  houfes,  or  to  hofpitals,  and  who  died  in  a 
ihort  time  atrer  j  and  all  thofe  who,  Thinking  them- 
felves  fate,  but  being  afterwards  feized  with  a  fpit- 
ting  of  blood,  in  the  courfe  of  fix  weeks  fell  the 
victims  of  their  curiofity — it  was  computed  that  the 
lofs  might  amount  to  eleven  or  twelve  hundred.  The 
circumfiance  that  excited  general  indignation  was, 
three  days  after  this  difafier,  to  fee  M  Bignon,  the 
Provofi:  of  the  Merchants,  who  was  looked  upon  as 
the  principal  author  of  if,  appearing  publicly  in  his 
box  at  the  opera. 

'1  he  Dauphin,  on  the  contrary,  was  excefiivelv 
nffiivded  at  h  aving  been  the  indirect  caufe  of  this 
misfortune.  He  fent  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Police  two 

thoufand 


*  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds. 
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thoufand  crowns,*  the  only  money  he  could  difpofe 
of,  to  aflift  the  moft  unfortunate  of  them  1  he 
Dauphinefs,  the  Frinces  and  Princeffes  of  the  biood, 
followed  his  example.  Several  focieties  did  the 
fame.  The  Parliament,  one  of  the  Members  01 
which  had  narrowly  -leaped  being  among  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  dead,  wiibed  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
fad,  and  find  out  the  caufes  of  it.  An  inftance  was 
quoted  of  the  fame  kind,  although  infinitely  left 
ferious,  which  had  happened  under  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XII.  in  which  the  Provoft  and  the  two  princi¬ 
pal  Sheriffs  had  been  fined,  for  having  negleded  to 
attend  to  a  bridge  that  had  givea  way,  and  earned 
the  death  of  four  or  five  citizens.  1  his  was  iufh- 
cient  to  alarm  M.  Bignon  ;  but  the  Solicitor-General 
Seguir,  in  the  account  he  gave  of  the  affair,  excul¬ 
pated  him  ;  he  attributed  the  whole  to  fatality,:  and 
the  Magiftrates  being  befides  taken  up  with  othei 
objects,  which  affeded  tnem  more,  he  eicaped  with 
the  fright  only,  and  with  a  regulation  to  reftrain  tlm 
jurifdidion  of  the  city  upon  fimilar  occafions.  . 

When  this  melancholy  affair  had  been  quite  ex- 
haufted,  when  people  were  tired  of  talking  of  it,  and 
when  all  kinds  of  maledictions  had  been  beff owed 
on  the  Provoft  of  Merchants,  more  agreeable  ob- 
jeds  were  refufned.  The  Dauphineis  was  the  ge¬ 
neral  topic  of  converfation  5  every  one  applauded 
her  lively  and  engaging  manners,  and  tne  freedom 
with  which  flic  got  away  from  the  multitude  that 
Wounded  her.  She  did  nothing,  however,  without 
the  King  s  confent.  She  ufed  to  call  the  Countefs  de 
Noailles,  her  lady  of  the  Bed-chamber,  Madame 
Etiquette.  This  lady  was  very  grave  and  auftere, 
and  was  continually  reprefenting  to  the  Princefs  that 
flie  derogated  from  the  cuftoms  of  her  rank;  but 
the  Dauphinefs  did  not  the  lefs  follow  her  own  in¬ 
clinations,  efpecially  in  matters  which  fuited  the 
chearfulnefs  of  her  difpofition,  and  her  health.  Sue 
walked  alone,  without  a  Gentleman-uflier  ;  fhe  went 
out  when,  and  in  what  manner  fhe  pleafed ;  fhe 

walked 


*  Two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
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walked  on  foot;  and  in  this  way  fhe  formed  her  na¬ 
tural  powers,  and  improved  the  ftrength  fhe  acquired 
t)y  age.  She  invited  to  dinner  and  fupper,  whenever 
U  occurred  to  her,  her  brothers,  her  fillers,  her 
^unts,  and  went  to  eat  along  with  them  with  the 
lame  freedom:  in  a  word,  Hie  introduced,  as  much 
as  fhe  could,  the  intimate  familiarity  in  which  the 
Court  of  Vienna  live  among  themfelves,  who,  thou  di 
very  jealous  of  their  ceremonials  in  public,  pafs 
their  lives  in  the  utmod  eafe  and  good  humour 
within. 

.This  mode  of  living,  fo  analogous  to  the  real 
dii pofition  of  Lewis  XV.  would  have  been  infinitely 
fuitable  to  him  in  thofe  happy  times,  when  he  pof- 
fefled  the  fame  . innocence  as  his  daughter-in-law. 
dut  at  a  certain  time  of  lire,  reformation  takes 
place  no  more.  Befides,  it  was  the  intereft  of  the 
Minifters,  of  the  favourites,  and  of  his  miftrefs,  that 
he  fhould  not  givehimfelf  up  too  much  to  his  family  ; 
and  if  his  friendfhip  and  his  kindnefs  for  the  Dan- 
phinefs  did  not  permit  him  to  reftrain  her  as  much 
as  they  could  have  wifhed,  they  at  lead  fucceeded 
in  keeping  him  from  her,  indead  of  drawing  him 
nearer  to  her,  to  which  the  eafy  manners  fhe  had 
adopted  with  his  Majefty  would  necefiarily  have 
contributed. 

After  all  the  fpe&acles  with  which  French  gallan¬ 
try  had  amufed  the  Dauphinefs,  the  King  gave  he* 
one  of  a  more  majedic  nature,  which  is  only  feen  in 
that  kingdom,  and  the  awful  view  of  which  might 
have  infpired  the  Princefs  with  an  idea  of  the  gran¬ 
deur  of  the  throne  on  which  fhe  was  one  day  to  be 
feated,  if  it  had  not  been  at  the  fame  time  accom¬ 
panied  with  the  confternation  of  all  the  perfons  who 
compofed  it.  We  mean  the  Bed  of  Judice  of  the 
27th  June.  In  its  origin,  and  according  to  its  true 
nature,  a  Bed  of  Judice  is  a  formal  fitting  of  the 
King  in  Parliament,  in  order  to  deliberate  on  the 
mod  important  affairs  of  the  State.  It  is  the  con¬ 
tinuation  of  thofe  antient  general  affemblies,  which 
were  formerly  holden,  and  were  known  under  the 
name  of  Champ  cle  Mars  or  de  Mai ,  and  which  were 

afterwards 
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called  Placites  Generaux ,  Croups  Plenieies, 

Plein  Par  lenient,  Grand  Confeil. 

The  kings  were  at  that  time  feated  upon  a  throne 
of  gold.  Since  thefe  affemblies  have  been  made  in 
the  interior  ot  a  Court  01.  Judicature,  a  canopy  and 
cufhions  have  been  fubftituted  to  the  throne.  From 
hence  is  derived  the  appellation  of  Bed  of  Juftice; 
becaufe,  in  the  antient  language,  a  feat  covered  with 
a  canopy  was  called  a  bed.  Five  cufhions  form 
the  feat  of  this  bed.  The  monarch  is  leafed  upon 
one,  another  is  at  his  back,  two  ferve  him  tor  arms, 
and  fupport  the  elbows  of  his  majefty,  the  fifth 
is  under  his  feet.  Charles  V.  renewed  the  orna¬ 
ment  Lewis  XII.  afterwards  made  a.  new  one, 
which  {till  fubfifted  in  the  reign  of  Lewis  XV.  who 
has  made  fuch  frequent  ufe  of  it,  that  it  would  not 
befurprizing  if  a  new  one  fliould  be  wanted  at  this 
time. 

The  Kings  collected  in  thefe  general  affemblies  all 
thofe  who  had  a  right  of  voting,  the  Princes,  the 
Peers,  the  Barons,  the  Senators,  or  people  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  law.  The  Sovereign  cauied  to  be  pro¬ 
posed,  and  often  propofed  himfelf,  the  fubjed  of 
deliberation.  This  affembly  was  really  a  ferious 
one  j  every  man  gave  his  opinion  loud,  that  the 
King  might  hear  and  confider  it.  At  prefent,  on 
the  contrary,  it  is  the  Chancellor  who  goes  round 
to  colled  the  votes  from  the  feveral  ranks.  Every 
one  fpeaks  low,  or  is  filent.  The  Prince  hears  no¬ 
thing  of  this  dumb  feene,  in  which,  by  a  ftrange 
perverfion  of  the  nature  of  things,  he  is  unable  to 
receive  any  information,  and  pernfts,  in  a  refolution 
taken;  while  the  real  defign  of  the  meeting— — 
which,  in  its  inftitution,  was  to  enlighten  him,  and 
either  to  confirm  him  in  his  refolution,  or  to  diffuade 
him  from  it  according  to  the  good  or  evil  which 

might  appear  to  refult  from  it - has  not  been  in 

the  lead;  fulfilled. 

In  the  primitive  form  of  Beds  of  Juftice,  thofe 
affemblies  could  not  be  too  much  wifhed  for  ;  the 
refult  of  which  was  information  and  knowledge  to 
the  Sovereign,  infinite  good  to  the  people,  and  inefti- 

mable 
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rnable  advantages  to  the  whole  kingdom.  The  nub 
he  gnevances  were  expofed,  impofitions  were  del 

brightnef11*  WaS  heard>  and  ^10ne  in  all  its 

A  Bed  of  Juftice  at  prefent  is  but  the  fliadow  of 
he  former;  the  King  only  repeats  there  what  he 
has  decided  in  his  Council.  Every  thing  paiTes 
without  a  previous  examination,  without  any  real 
deliberation.  It  is  an  aft  of  abfolute  power, 'which 
commonly  takes  place  only  to  confirm  laws  rejected 
by  the  Courts,  and^  confequently  laws  that  are  bad 
and  opprefiive  :  it  is  a  day  of  mourning  to  the  na- 

.  Such  was  the  one  at  which  the  Dauphinefs  aflifted 
in  a  Turret.  It  was  holden  with  the  ufual  ceremo- 
niais  at  Verfailles.  The  Chancellor,  having  received 
,  orders  from  the  King,  pronounced  a  difeourfe 
nie^fummary  of  which  was,  that  his  Majefty  had’ 
m  the  firft  mftance,  refufed  to  admit  the  petition  for 
a  demand  of  juftification  before  the  Court  of  Peers 
which  had  been  prefented  to  him  by  the  Duke 
t  Aiguillon  in  the.  month  of  January  1769,  per- 
hljng  m  his  intention  of  extinguilhing  the  troubles 
of  Britany,  and  of  fuffering  nothing  which  might 
renew  them:  that  afterwards  his  Majefty,  having  feen 
that  the  aforefaid  Commandant  of  Britany  found  him- 
lelf  accufed  by  informations  made  in  that  province 
and  being  willing  himfelf  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
nature  of  thofe  accufations,  had  ifiued  letters  patent 
for  the  inquiry:  that  the  accefs  to  the  throne  had 
been  open,  the  formalities  obferved,  the  witneffes 
heard,  and  every  circumftance  attended  to ;  but 
that  his  Majefty  had  found,  with  indignation,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  proceedings,  ift,  That  the  liberty  was 
taken  to  enter  into  the  examination  and  difcufiion  of 
orders  ifiued  from  the  throne,  which  being  ever  con» 
nedted  with  adminiftration,  ought  to  remain  among 
the  fecrets  of  the  Miniftry  ;  that  boldnefs  had  been 
carried  fo  far  as  to  annex  decrees  of  Council  to  the 

*  We  may  eonfult  upon  thisfubjea,  a  Letter  upon  the  Beds 
of  Juilice,  dated  the  2,8th  Auguit  175 6. 
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depofitions..  idly,  That  in  all  this  affair,  a  revolt- 
ing  animofity,  and  a  pointed  partiality  were  preva¬ 
lent  •  that  the  more  it  was  fearched  into,  the  more 
there  was  found  in  it  a  n.yfterious  train  of  enormi¬ 
ties  and  iniquities,  from  which  his  Majefty  w.lhed 
to  turn  away  his  eyes  ;  that  confequently  it  was  his 
pleafure  to  hear  nothing  more  of  this  procefs,  to 
put  a  flop,  by  the  fulnefs  of  his  authority,  to  all 
further  proceedings,  and  to  impote  an  abfolute  fi- 
lence  upon  all  parties,  with  refpedt  to  reciprocal  ac- 

cufatiorts.  .  c 

This  difcourfe  was  followed  by  the  registering  ot 

new  letters  patent,  which  annulled  every  thing  tnat 
had  hitherto  been  done,  as  much  agamft  the  Duke 
d’A.icruillon  as  againft  Meffrs.  de  Chalotais  and  de 
Caradeux,  and  which  ordered,  that  every  aft  con¬ 
cerning  this  affair  fhould  be  conhdered  as  it  it  had 
never  happened,  forbade  any  per  fan  to  acknowledge 
it,  and  impofed  upon  all  refpeftively  the  molt  ab  o- 

lute  filence.  _  . 

Our  readers,  whofe  indignation  mu  ft  already  be 

excited  by  the  recital  of  this  tact,  will  difpenfe  us 
irom  making  any  reflection  upon  the  humiliating 
ftep  the  Monarch  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  .  take 
in  this  affair,  which,  for  the  third  time,  ended  in  the 
fame  manner.  It  feemed  as  if  he  had  been  induced 
to  give  the  greateft  eclat  to  this  affembly,  merely 
that  it  fhould  more  abfolutely  become  the  fubjetf  of 
the  derifion  of  France,  and  of  all  Europe.  He 
was,  perhaps,  the  only  perfon  in  his  kingdom  who 
was  not  afhamed  of  it.  That  very  evening,  he  ap¬ 
pointed  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  to  be  of  the  party  of 
Marly,  and  admitted  him  to  the  honour  of  flipping 
with  him. 

The  Parliament  returned  from  the  Bed  of  Juftice, 
tranfported  with  rage.  Having  already  forefeen  the 
ftroke  of  authority  which  might  proceed  from  that 
irregular  fitting,  they  had  palled  a  refolution,  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Princes  and  Peers,  in  whicn  they  de¬ 
clared,  that  they  would  never  confider  any  accufed 
perfon  as  juftified,  who  fhould  be  fo  in  a  Bed  of 
Juftice,  and  namely  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon,  To  pre¬ 
vent 
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vent  the  conlequences  of  this  refolutlon,  the  Kino- 
ln  quitting  the  affembly,  intimated  to  the  Princes 
and  Peers  who  recondufted  him  according  to  eti. 
quette,  prohibitions  to  go  the  next  day  to  the  Palais 
as  well  as  to.  take  any  part  in  the  deliberations  be- 
gun,  concerning  the  former  Commandant  of  Britany  ; 
and  ordered  them,  in  cafe  they  fhould  be  prefent  in 
tne  Courts,,  on  account  of  lome  other  bufmefs,  when 
the  affair  of  Britany  was  meant  to  be  dilcuffed,  to 
withdraw  immediately, 

T  he  Chancellor,  ever  crafty,  flattered  himfelf, 
that  he  fhould  delude  the  Parliament  by  this  turn  ■> 
2  July.  k.ut  latter  did  not  lole  fight  of  their  prin¬ 
cipal  object,  and  ifiued  a  decree  tor  ever  me¬ 
morable,  w  nerein  declaring  that  the  Duke  d  Aiguillon 
being  lerioufiy  inculpated,  and  tainted  with  fufpici- 
ons,  and  even  with  fatts,  which  blemiflred  his  ho¬ 
nour,  tiiey.fulpended  that  Peer  from  the  functions  of 
Peerage,  till  Inch  time  as  by  a  foiemn  fentence  paf- 
fed  in  the  Court  of  Peers,  according  to  all  the  forms 
and  ceremonials  prefcribed  by  the  laws,  and  the  cr- 
donnances  of  the  kingdom,  to  which  nothing  could 
be  iubflituted,  he  fhould  have  juftifled  himfelf  ful¬ 
ly,  &c. 

Comnuflioners  from  Parliament  immediately  re¬ 
paired,^  by  order  of  the  Court,  to  the  printer,  to 
have  the  minute  printed  under  their  ov>7n  infpecSlion  ; 
ten  thouland  copies  were  taken  of  it:  it  was  imme¬ 
diately  notified  to  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon,  who,  happen¬ 
ed  to  be  at  home  ;  and  the  Chambers  did  not  fe- 
parate  till  after  they  had  received  intelligence  that 
the  decree  was  completely  executed. 

M.  de  Maupeou,  duped  in  his  turn  by  this  flep, 
which  he  did  not  expect,  experienced  the  fame  dif— 
fatisfaftion  as  the  Parliament  had  received  from 
him  ;  and  when  the  decree  was  prefented  to  him, 

ht  •  ji  * 

e  tore  it  in  a  rage.  It  was  ncceflary  again  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  King,  and  to  fuifer  the  reproaches 
of  his  Majefty.  'The  decree  was  to  be  cancelled, 
and  that  immediately ;  the  confequences  it  would 
not  fail  of  producing,  were  inflantly  to  be  put  a 
flop  to  ^  the  ferment  was  to  be  prevented,  which  it 

would 


OF  LEWIS  XV.  163 

would  excite  in  the  other  Courts,  efpecially  at 
Rennes,  and  among  the  States  of  Britan y  whicn 
were  to  be  opened  that  year.  This  produced  a 
multitude  of  commotions;  a  hundred  remonftrances, 
inftead  of  one,  were  going  to  appear,  perhaps  tut - 
penfions  from  fervice,  ceffations,  and  dilmii lions. 
Had  the  Chancellor  been  the  only  perfon  to  chreT 
the  Sovereign,  all  thefe  things  would  not  have  alarm¬ 
ed  him :  he  knew  his  corps  ;  he  had  calculated  the 
nature  of  the  refills  nee  which  each  member  migit 
oppofe,  and  he  knew  in  what  manner  to  manage 
home  of  them,  to  intimidate  others,  and  thus  to  tub- 
due  them  all  in  time,  and  in  detail  ;  but  his  in¬ 
fluence  was  counterbalanced  by  the  alcendant  whicn 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul  Hill  preferved  over  the  imnd 
of  h?s  Majefty.  That  Minifter  had  unmalked  him  ; 
there  were  no  hones  of  regaining  his  confidence, 
and  the  Chancellor  knew,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
Duke  intrigued  underhand  to  excite  and  iupport  the 
Parliament0  in  their  enterprifes.  Revenge,  that 
pa  Hi  on  fo  active  in  the  minds  of  fome  men,  induced 
him  to  entertain  hopes  of  overcoming  the  difficul¬ 
ties,  of  lurmounting  the  obftacles,  and  overthrow¬ 
ing  even  his  benefadlor,  to  whom  he  owed  his  ele¬ 
vation  :  an  extremity  to  which  the  Duke  compelled 
him,  lince  he  was  become  bis  enemy.  For  this 
purpofe  it  was  neceftary  to  form  a  more  flridl  cor‘~ 
nexion  with  the  Duke  d’Aiguilion,  the  favourite  01 
the  favourite. 

The  very  next  day  after  the  palling  of  the  deciee, 
this  Chief  of  the  Law  caufed  the  King  in  his  July., 
Council  to  i(Tue  one,  which  cancelled  it,  and 
enjoined  the  accufed  to  continue  his  functions  as 
Peer  of  France.  Pie  had  it  figmfied  to  the  Parliament, 
in  an  unufual  and  contemptuous  manner.  .  this  gave 
occafion  to  frefh  remonftrances,  and  not  without  great 
reafon;  for,  independent  of  all  the  violations  01  forms, 
v/hat  could  be  more  abfurd,  than  in  a  matter  which 
included  crimes  of  lo  heavy  a  nature,  the  troubles 
of  a  great  province,  a  matter  that  had  lafted  leveral 
years,  had  given  rile  to  fuch  monftrous  proceedings, 
and  had  expofed  the  liberties  ot  iuch  an  infinite 

number 
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number  of  citizens,  to  find  the  accufed  and  the 
acculers  alternately  innocent;  and,  after  the  Attornies 
general  had  been  acknowledged  innocent,  to  declare 
the  Commandant  who  had  accufed  them  the  fame?  — 
What  could  be  more  contradi&ory,  than,  after 
having  lolemnly  agreed  to  the  necefiiry  of  clearing 
hie  Peerage  from  the  crimes  of  a  Peer,  or  the 
heer  from  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge*— after 
having  made  the  King  fay,  that  he  would  allow 
an  entire  freedom  of  opinion,  and  that  the  guilty 
if  there  were  any,  fliould  be  punifhed  with  the 
greareft  leverity* - to  make  him  afterwards  pro¬ 
nounce,  inconfiderately,  that  there  were  none  ? _ - 

v  hat  could  be  more  abfurd,  than  to  pretend  that 
this  was  only  done  to  appeafe,  and  to  bury  in  per¬ 
petual  oblivion  the  difienfions,  when,  after  having 
in  vain  attempted  this  mode  feveral  times,  it  was 
on  the'  contrary  experienced,  that  it  was  the  true 

method  of  reviving,  increafing,  and  perpetuating 
them  ?  G 

The  manner  in  which  M.  de  la  Chalotais  be¬ 
haved  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  and  the  conduct  of 
the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  upon  this,  are  of  themfelves 
jutficient  to  decide  which  was  the  real  culprit  v  The 
latter,  far  from  complaining,  as  the  former  had 
done,  that  by  io  defpotic  an  aft  his  innocence  was 

P,rev^ted  from  appearing - far  from  infilling  with 

the  King,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  permit  him 
to  juTtify  himfelf  juridically,  and  leave  juftice  to 
its  free  courfe — was  fo  imprudent  as  to  manifeft  his 
joy  publicly,  and,  on  the  very  evening  of  the  can¬ 
celling  of  the  decree,  to  give  a  fplendid  fupper  to 
his  partizans  and  his  creatures.  The  Duke  de 
BrifTac  thought  otherwife  of  this  matter.  That 

Nobleman,  of  a  romantic  turn - whofe  exprefilons 

always  bore  the  (lamp  of  his  lively,  original,  and 

pifturefque  imagination - exclaimed  with  energy; 

that  the  accufed  had  faved  his  head ,  but  that  his  neck  had 
been  tucifcd. 

.  *  Exprefilons  in  the  difcourfe  of  the  Chancellor,  at  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  fittings  of  the  4th  of  April. 


In 
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In  the  mean  while,  the  remonstrances  of  the  Par¬ 
liament  were  carried  to  the  King,  and  a  fentence 
infcrted  in  them,  which  was  purpofely  direfled 
aeainft  the  Chancellor,  when  fpeaking  of  the  laft 
letters  patent,  it  was  faid,  Is  this  ignorance,  or  »  u 
knavery,  in  the  perfon  who  drew  them  uf  ?  completed 
his  hatred  againlt  them.  He  fwore,  that  the  au  hors 
of  theft  words  llrould  blot  them  out  with  the.r 
tears;  and  from  that  moment  he  wanted  his  Ma- 
jelly  to  ilfue  four  letters  de  Cacnel  againft  them  ; 
but' the  King  did  not  immediately  give  way  to  his 
fuggeftion,  from  the  fear  ot  exciting  a  ferment  he 
Hill  entertained  hopes  of  quelling  ;  hopes  which  he 
foon  after  loft.  Not  only  the  Parliament  o.  Paris 
.perlifted  in  employing  themfelves  upon  the  con  e- 
quences  of  the  affair,  but  feveral  ot  thofe.  in  the 
provinces  alfo  'entered  into  resolutions  againft  the 
Duke  d’Aiguillon  The  Parliament  of  Bourdeaux, 
particularly,  fignalized  itfejf  by  a  refolution  which 
procured  to  the  young  Magiftrate,  who  was  the  au¬ 
thor  *  of  it,  captivity,  and  fame.  Two  Magif- 
tratesf  of  the  Parliament  of  Pvennes,  more  interefted 
than  any  other,  in  not  acquiefcing  in  the  deipo- 
tifm  of  the  Sovereign,  were  arretted  at  Compiegne, 
as  they  came  out  from  an  audience  with  his  Ma- 
jeftv  The  Monarch,  knowing  no  longer  how  to 
extricate  himfelf  from  the  labyrinth  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  tired  of  wandering  at  a  venture,  and 
of  falling  from  one  fnare  into  another,  refolved  to 
repofe  an  abfolute  confidence  in  the  Chancellor, 
and  to  try  whether,  by  refigning  his  authority  to 
him,  he  would  difengage  him  with  honour.  He 
became  a  mere  fpedtatcr,  with  a  firm  refolution  of 
expofing  him,  as  his  Courtiers  would,  to  ridicule, 
if  he  did  not  keep  his  word,  or  failed  in  his  at¬ 
tempt  ;  this  his  good  fen  fie  made  him  judge  would 
be  the  event ; '  notwithftanding  which  he  put  his 

*  M.  Dupaty,  Solicitor  General  of  that  Court.  The  circum- 
ftance  that  rendered  the  accutation  againlt  him  more  lenous  was, 
tlnat,  being  the  King’s  fervant,  he  was.  diipenfed  from  interfer¬ 
ing  in  the  resolution,  far  from  tuggetting  it. 

■j'  Melfrs.de  la  TSf ou.e  and  de  Laiac. 
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tkftiny  into  his  hands.  This  was  what  M.  de  Mau- 
peou  wanted  ;  not  that  he  had  any  fixed  plan,  but 
he  was  too  well  acquainted  with  mankind  not  to 
calcu.ate  how  far  they  might  be  led  by  the  fear  of 
pumihments  or  the  allurement  of  rewards. 

He  began  by  a  ftroke  of  authority,  worthy  of  him- 
l  elt  and  of  all  the  preceding  meafures.  He  brought 
the  King  to  the  Parliament  by  lurprize,  and  when 
t  .  y  had  lcarce  time  to  alterable.  He  caufed  all  the 
minutes  of  the  proceedings  concerning  the  Duke 
dAigutllon,  to  be  taken  awav  from  the  office  He 
gave  intimations  by  his  Majefty,  to  prohibit  any  de- 
liberation,  and  even  any  difcuflion  of  that  affair 
lie,  in  fome  meafure,  turned  out  from  the  errand 
chamber  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Courts  of  Inquefts  and  - 
Requefts,  who  received  orders  from  his  Majeffiy  to 
withdraw,  and  to  repair  to  their  refpedive  chambers- 
and,  by  feveral  little  fubtleties  of  form,  he  pro- 
longed  matters  to  the  time  of  the  vacations,  and 
thus  acquired  leifure  to  meditate  other  enterprifes  of 
a  more  decifive  nature. 

M.  de  Maupeou  was  perfectly  aware  that  he 
niould  never  fucceed,  if  he  did  not  get  rid  of  the 
Minifter  who  hood  in  his  way.  This  he  was  con- 
ftantly  aiming  at,  in  concert  with  the  Duke  d’Aiguil- 
lon,  who  was  not  lefs  interefted  in  it,  and  the  Coun¬ 
ts  Dubarri,  whofe  detefiation  of  the  Duke  de  Choi- 
feul  hill  increafed,  and  who  could  not  forgive  his 
contempt  of  her.  i  he  Lady,  more  open  than  the 
other  two,  did  not  conceal  her  antipathy  ;  and  the 
circumftance  which  rendered  her  more  dangerous, 
was,  that  (he  gave  a  childifh  and  playful  turn  to  it* 
very  pleadng  to  Lewis  XV.  She  fometimes  took  an 
orange  in  each  hand,  and  toffing  them  alternately  in 
the  air,  cried  out :  Up  •with  you ,  Choifeul  .*  up  s with 
you,  Prajlin  —Another  time,  having  difmiffed  a  cook, 
who  refembled  the  Duke,  her  enemy,  fhe  faid  to 
the  King  :  I  have  turned  off  my  Choifeul  to-day,  zv/ien 
•will  you  get  rid  of  yours  P 

It  will  fcarce  be  credited,  that  the  perfon  who 
contributed  mod:  to  that  event  was  the  Dutchefs  of 
Grammont,  his  filler.  One  would  have  faid,  that, 

not 
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not  fatisfied  with  havingbeen  the  fir  ft  caufe  0.  h,s  dis¬ 
credit,  fhe  could  have  no  peace  till  fhe  had  eftefted 
Ins  total  expulfion  from  Court  ;  io  aukwardly  did  fir  e 
attempt  to  avenge  herfelf,  and  to  fupplant  her  rival 
Iuftead  of  remaining  fteadily  at  Verfail  es,  and  of 
fccretlv  undermining  her  enemies,  according  to  the 
manner  of  Courtiers,  lire  could  not  ftifle  her  rage, 
but  baniflied  herfelf,  under  pretence  of  travelling. 
She  went  to  the  waters,  and,  having  palled  through 
feveral  Parliament  towns,  furmfhed  matter  lor  a  te- 
rious  accufation  of  an  odious  kind,  more  proper  than 
any  other  to  irritate  the  King.  He  was  given  to  un- 
derftand,  that  lire  had  had  conferences.  with  them, 
jvnd  had  excited  them  to  refill,  by  aflurmg  them  ot 
the  protection  of  her  brother.  This,  accufation  pro¬ 
duced  iuch  an  effect  on  the  mind  ot  his  Majefty,  that 
from  that  moment  he  vifibly  grew  cold  to  his  Niiml- 
ter  ;  he  no  longer  honoured  him  with  a  fingle  word 
of  converfation,  although  he  continued  to  tranfadt 
bufmefs  with  him,  and  to  admit  him  to  his  fuppers. 

Lewis  XV.  had  it  much  at  heart  to  be  delivered 
from  the  broils  of  his  Parliaments  ;  but  perhaps  he 
would  never  have  taken  violent  meafures  againft  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  if  to  this  grievance  another  had 
not  been  added,  that  of  endeavouring  to  kindle  a 
war  with  the  Englifh,  as  the  means  of  making  liim- 
ielf  neceffary,  and  of  regaining  all  hi^  influence. 
This  accufation,  though  probable,  adapted  to  the 
character  of  the  Minifter,  and  fuggefted  by  circum- 
itances,  was,  however,  dilncult  to  be  proved,  and 
the  King  ft  ill  hefttated.  In  vain  his  charming  miff 
trefs — at  a  time  when  the  Prince,  inflamed  with 
love,  and  heated  with  wine,  which  fhe  poured  out 
for  him,  refufed  her  nothing  fhe  afked — had  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  him  to  fign  the  difgrace  of  the  Duke  de 
Choifeul.  When  he  came  to  himfelf  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  he  threw  the  decree  of  profeription  into  the  fire. 
The  Chancellor  had  recourfe  to  the  extreme  mea- 
fure,  which  he  had  meditated  for  a  long  while.  He 
caufed  an  edict  to  be  carried  to  the  Parliament,  con¬ 
taining  in  the  preamble  the  moft  ferious  accufations 
'  againft  the  Magiftrates,  fo  that  they  could  not  regiff 

ter 
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ter  it,  without  difhonouring  thenjfelves.  They  fent 

7  Dec.  ^ePuties  '0  protell  ngainft  it.  A  Bed  of 
Juiiice  was  holden  in  confequence,  where 
notwitliftanding  their  decree,  they  had  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  to  fee  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  feated  among  the 
^eers.  f  hey  made  protefts  and  remonftrances,^  and 
iuipended  their  functions,  declaring,  that  their  pro¬ 
found  afflidion  did  not  leave  their  nftnds  free  enough 
to  decide  upon  the  fortunes,  lives,  and  honour  of  the 
fubjeds  At  length  the  extraordinary  conflid  beaan 
in  which  the  King  perfifted  in  not  liftening  to  hi"s 
Parliament  till  they  had  reaflumed  their  fundions, 
and  the  Parliament  in  not  reaffuming  their4  fundions 
till  the  King  had  liftened  to  them.  The  incredible 
fpedacle  lalted  for  a  fortnight,  of  a  Monarch  an¬ 
nouncing  himfelf  as  abfolute,  and  requiring  that  his 
vvill  fhould  be  the  law,  and  of  a  body  of  IVftigiftrates 
difob  eying  four  feveral  times  his  orders,  given  either 
in  writing  from  his  royal  hand,  or  by  word  of  mouth, 
or  by  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  precife  letters  of  com¬ 
mand  ;  and  yet,  during  all  that  time,  the  Prince 
had  not  difplayed  that  deipotic  power  which  he  arro- 
gated.  to  himtelf,  and  which  he  declared  to  refide 
effentially  in  him.  Paris  was  in  expedation,  and 
this  event  was  the  fubjed  of  dilcuftion  among  all  the 
politicians,  and  the  feveral  claftes  of  the  citizens. 
'The  Great,  and  the  military,  who  are  inclined  to  an 
abfolute  and  paftive  obedience — and  who  are  delirous 
that  the  King  fhould  do  what  he  pleafes,  in  hopes 
of  enjoying  the  fame  privilege  in  their  turn,  by  the 
right  ot  the  ftrongeft—  loudly  cenfured  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  pronounced  them  guilty  of  a  criminal 
revolt  The  Clergy,  the  fworn  enemy  of  &  corps 
which  had  alw-ays  oppofed  their  pretentions— —which 
prevented  them  from  extending  their  power,  and 
fubjeding  even  authority  itfelf,  by  ruling  over  the 
conlciences  of  mankind — animated  by  that  fpirit  of 
charity  with  which  they  are  penetrated,  devoted  the 
Magiltracy  to  capital  punifhments.  The  people,  op- 
prefled  with  taxes,  and  eating  their  bread  at  a  very 
dear  price,  without  the  leaft  oppofition  from  the 
part  ot  thofe  whom  they  were  hitherto  accuftomed 

to 


to  look  upon  as  their  fathers  and  defender-',  beheld 
the  difpute  with  great  indifference.  They  intereded 
themfelves  no  longer  in  the  caufe  of  a  fociety  which 
meanly  betrayed  them,  and  only  grew  warm  upon 
matters  of  perfonal  concern  to  itfelf.  The  philofo- 
phers  alone,  and  true  Frenchmen,  who  reafoned  a 
little  more  deeply — impreifed  with  the  confequences 
intervening  from  the  fall  of  the  Parliament- — -were 
afflicted  to  fee  them  deprived  of  an  authority  which 
they  had  indeed  exerted  only  for  themfelves,  but 
which,  in  a  moment  of  patriotic  enthufiafm,  they 
might  have  employed  to  a  better  purpofe  ;  whereas 
by  their  deftru&ion,  the  mod  formidable  defpotifm 
was  eftablifhed.  During  this  violent  crifis,  the  Ma- 
giftrates,  who  expected  every  night  to  be  carried 
off  by  letters  de  Cachet ,  were  furprized  the  next 
morning  to  find  themfelves  hill  at  liberty.  But  the 
indant  was  not  yet  arrived,  and  the  only  refult  of 
this  was,  the  event  which  the  cabal  confpiring  againft 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul  wifhed  for.  Madame  Dubarri 
prompted  by  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  and  the  Chancel¬ 
lor,  laid  to  the  King,  in  proportion  as  being  tired 
with  this  painful  conted,  he  communicated  his 
and  anxiety  to  her,  that  there  would  be  no  end  to 
any  thing  while  the  Parliament  felt  themfelves  fup- 
ported  at  Court  by  a  Minifter  whom  they  confidered 
as  capable  of  averting  the  ftrokes  levelled  a^aind 
them,  and  as  more  powerful  than  even  his  Ma jetty 
was,  while^  there  exided  a  correfpondence  between 
them.  j  his  was  attacking  Lewis  XV,  by  his  foible 
and  he  confented  pofitivelv  to  M.  de  Choifeul’s  expul- 
fion.  1  he  Duke  de  la  Vrilliere,  a  new  title  given 
to  the  Count  de  St  Florentin,  for  his  good  and  Toval 
I er vices  m  Britainy,  went  to  carry  him  the  fatal  let¬ 
ter  de  Cachet ,  conceived  in  thefe  terms  ; 
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“  The  diflatisfadlion  1  exoerience  of  vour  fervi- 
ces,  obliges  me  to  banilh  vou  to  Cbanteloup 
were  you  will  repair  in  tour-and- twenty  hour's 

I  would  have  fent  you  much  farther  if  it  had  not 
Vol.  IV.  ]  ..  >  _ 


110  THE  PRIVATE  LIFE 

c  been  for  the  particular  efleem  I  have  for  the 
“  Dutchefs  de  Choifeul,  in  whofe  welfare  I  am  much 
cc  interefted  Be  carelul  that  your  conduct  does  not 
“  force  me  to  take  fome  other  ftep,  1  therefore  pray 
“  God,  my  Coufin,  to  keep  you  in  his  holy  pro- 
<c  tecdion.” 

fhe  prefence  of  his  colleague  was  a  humiliating 
circumftance,  as  this  Minitfer,  uncle  to  the  Duke 
d'Aiguillon,  could  not  but  have  been  inwardly  very 
well  pleafed  with  the  melfage.  Accordingly,  nhe 
banifhed  man  was  riot  the  dupe  of  his  compliment 
of  condolence,  and  anfwered  him:  1  am  perfuaded, 
Monfieur  le  Due ,  of  all  the  Jatisfadion  you  feel  in  bring¬ 
ing  me  fuch  intelligence .  Never  did  lavourite,  how¬ 
ever,  go  out  of  place  with  fo  much  glory.  His  dif- 
grace  was  a  triumph.  Although  it  had  been  lignified 
to  him  not  to  receive  any  body  during  his  fcay  at 
Paris,  an  immenfe  crowd  ot  people  ot  all  forts  left 
their  names  at  his  gate,  and  the  Duke  de  Chartres, 
his  particular  friend,  forcing  through  every  obftacle, 
threw  himfelf  into  his  arms,  and  wept  over  him 

The  next  day,  that  of  his  departure,  thofe  who 
had  not  been  able  to  fee  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  pla¬ 
ced  themfelves  upon  his  palfage,  and  the  road  was 
lined  with  a  double  row  of  coaches. 

Marfhal  d’Ellrees  was  the  only  one  who  did  not 
join  in  the  numerous  acclamations.  He  was  dying, 
and  upon  being  informed  of  the  difgrace  of  his  capi¬ 
tal  enemy,  the  news  revived  him.  The  r- — /  is 

then  gone ,  exclaimed  he — I  d  e  fatisfied  f  and  loon  after 
he  expired. 

From  whence  could  this  excefs  of  fanaticifm  fo 
fuddenly  proceed  ?  Did  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  de- 
ferve  thofe  regrets?  Was  his  difgrace  a  real  cala- 
rn i t y  to  France  ?  It  is  certain,  that  at  that  time  he 
was  very  much  extolled  ;  that  this  Minifter,  who 
had  been  much  cenfured,  was  become  lately  the 
idol  of  a  certain  party,  and  of  the  blind  multitude, 
who  judge  upon  report,  and  fuffer  themfelves  to  be 
led  by  any  one  whole  interelf  it  is,  or  who  has  an 
ardent  delire  to  fecure  their  affections,  i  he  mem- 


/ 
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bers  of  the  Parliament,  lefs  undoubtedly  from  their 
admiration  of  his  talents,  than  from  hatred  to  their 
common  enemy,  affected  to  fay  in  all  companies  that 
he  was  the  greatefl  minifler  France  had  ever  pro¬ 
duced  ;  that  it  would  be  the  mod  irreparable  lofs 
the  kingdom  could  fuflain,  if  he  were  difgraced  ; 
and,  from  this  continual  repetition  of  private  praifes, 
a  general  concert  of  eulogium  refulted,  which  was 
agreed  to,  though  no  man  was  well  able  to  afiign 
a  motive  for  his  acquiefcence.  It  is  by  his  meafures 
that  he  fhould  be  judged  ;  by  comparing  the  fitua- 
tion  his  departments  were  in  when  he  took  them,  to 
that  in  which  he  left  them. 

The  misfortunes  of  the  war  of  1756  cannot  rea- 
fonably  be  attributed  to  him  :  the  courfe  of  them 
was  too  far  advanced,  when  he  v/as  railed  to  the 
head  of  affairs,  for  him  to  be  able  to  produce  any 
change  upon  this  point.  Some  thanks  are  even  due 
to  him  for  the  peace,  which  wrould  have  been  more 
ignominious  on  our  part,  had  it  not  been  for  that  fa¬ 
mily  compact,  of  which  Spain  alone  had  reafon  to 
repent,  although  fhe  did  not  appear  to  fignify  anydif- 
pleafure  to  him  on  that  account,  from  the  hopes  he 
probably  infpired  her  with  of  better  fuccefs  in  future. 
It  would  be  tedious  to  recapitulate  all  his  aflions  as 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  maritime  and  military  de¬ 
partments,  and  for  foreign  affairs.  We  fliall  only 
infill  upon  the  fpiric  of  dependence  which  he  had 
introduced  in  all  the  departments,  and  which  v/as 
unprecedented;  upon  his  exceffive  prodigality  with 
regard  to  his  creatures  :  faults  which  are  inconflftent 
with  the  character  of  a  gteat  Minifler,  becaufe  they 
neceffarily  tend  to  thwart  every  enterprife  of  ge¬ 
nius —  becaufe  every  thing  at  prefent  is  done  by  cal¬ 
culation,  and  that  the  Monarch  the  moll  formidable, 
and  the  mod  certain  of  conquefl,  is  he,  who  by  his 
(Economy  has  contrived  to  accumulate  fiifhciently  to 
fupport  the  ^expences  of  the  war  for  a  longer  time. 
In  this  point  of  view,  all  thofe  deep  and  artful  con¬ 
trivances  to  foment  intefline  divisions,  or  to  en^ape 
in  foreign  quarrels  the  nations  moll  dreaded  by  his 
mailer,  were  mifapplied,  inafmuch,  as  he  facrihced 

-1  2-  the 
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the  treafures  of  the  kingdom,  in  thefe  proje&s,  by 
which  he  enervated,  and  made  it  Hill  more  incapa¬ 
ble  ot  reluming  its  fuperiority.  When  M.  de  Ver- 
gennes,  Ambaffador  from  France  to  Conftantino- 
ple — whom  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  preffed  to  make 
the  Porte  declare  war  again!!  the  Empiefs  of  Ruff  a — 
wrote  to  him  :  /  t  v.ll  make  the  Turks  take  ay  ms  'when¬ 
ever  you  pleafe  ;  but  I  muft  previoujly  inform  youy  that 
they  'will  be  beaten  ;  that  this  war  will  turn  out  contrary 
to  your  intentions ,  by  rendering  Ruff  a  more  glorious  and 
more  powerful — that  negotiator  Hi e wed  himfelf  un¬ 
doubtedly  much  fuperior  in  politics  to  the  Duke  de 
Choifeul. 

'The  circumftance  which  fliews  Hill  more  the  depth 
ot  his  views,  is,  that  notwithstanding  fo  many  dif¬ 
ad  vantages,  it  can  lcarce  be  doubted,  but  that  he 
had  ferious  thoughts  of  engaging  France  in  another 
war;  which  his  enemies  acculed  him  of  to  the  King, 
'i  he  orders  he  had  given  to  the  officers  fent  to  India 
at  this  period,  were  abfolutely  hoftile,  as  they  have 
Dice  declared.  lie  intended  that  it  fhould  have  been 
begun  by  Spain  ;  and  by  means  of  the  family  corn- 
pad,  his  matter  would  have  found  himfelf  engaged 
in  it  again!!  his  will,  7  he  weaknefs  of  the  character 
of  Lewis  XV.  made  him  certain  that  he  would  not 
re  hi!  the  felicitations  of  that  ally,  which  had  fo  lately 
iacrificed  herfelf  tor  him  ;  and  by  that  lame  weak- 
nefs  lie  was  convinced,  that,  confcious  of  his  want  of 
a  Mini  Her  who  had  the  management  of  fuch  a  variety 
ot  intrigues,  he  would  not  dare  to  difmifs  him. 

The  lubjeft  of  the  difference  at  that  time,  was  a 
pretenhon  of  the  Spaniards  upon  the  Falkland  and 
Malouine  Ifiands,  where  they  had  feized  upon  Port 
Egmont,  from  whence  they  had  driven  the  Englifh. 
7  he  latter  complained  loudly  of  an  enterprife,  which, 
according  to  them,  was  nothing  lefs  than  the  infrac¬ 
tion  of  the  mod  folemn  treaties,  and  threatened  to 
proceed  to  the  la!!  extremities,  if  immediate  fatis- 
faCtion  were  not  given  to  them.  7  he  conferences 
were  opened  with  a  great  deal  of  acrimony  on  both 
ikies  ;  and  the  circumftance  which  confirm?  that 
Spain  abted  only  by  a  foreign  impulfe,  is,  that  the 

Duke 
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Duke  de  Choifeul  had  fcarce  quitted  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  than  the  face  of  the  negotiations  was  changed, 
and  his  Catholic  Majefty  not  only  contented  to  dit- 
avow  the  enterprife  upon  Fort  Egmont,  and  to  return 
the  Falkland  Jflands,  but  acceded  even  to  a  plain 
and  limple  acceptation  of  the  evacuation,  without 
infilling  upon  a  pacific  examination  of  his  rights, 
which  had  been  at  firft  agreed  upon,  but  was  loon 
refuted  with  haughtinefs  by  the  Court  ot  London. 
The  expulfion  therefore  of  this  turbulent  Minifter  at 
this  critical  period  was  a  fortunate  event.  In  vani 
did  his  partifans,  not  being  very  well  able  to  parti¬ 
cularize  the  good  which  he  had  done  during  his  ad- 
miniflration,  vaguely  exclaim,  that  he  kept  the  Eng- 
1  ] Hi  in  awe,  that  they  were  afraid  of  him  ;  his  re¬ 
treat,  far  from  being  tne  lignal  01  war,  was  on  the 
contrary  the  fealing  of  the  peace  ;  neither  nave  the 
enemies  of  France  fmee  ventured,  to  the  end  of  the 
rei'JTt,  to  take  any  advantage  of  her- misfortunes,  cd 
lierTivifions,  of  her  weaknefs,  and  oi  her  humili¬ 
ation.  . 

Though  the  King  had  not  the  fame  motives  of  dif- 

content  againib  the  Duke  de  Prafiin  as  againtl  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  his  difgrace  was  a  neceffary  con* 
fequence  of  the  former.  He  received  the  fame  day 
a  letter  de  Cachet  much  lhorter,  and  more  contemp¬ 
tuous.  It  fignified,  “  I  have  no  further  occafion  tor 
<<  your  fervices,  and  I  banifli  you  to  Prafiin,  where 
**  you  will  repair  in  four  and-twenty  hours.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  mortification  of  receiving  fucli  a 
meflage,  the  Nobleman  would  not  have  been  much 
concerned  at  his  retreat.  He  only  kept  his  poll  from 
motives  of  complaifance  to  his  couhn  ;  and  had  no 
defire  but  for  tranquility,  which  was  his  fecret  with. 
His  retreat  from  the  naval  department  was  not  felt 
in  the  lead:  ;  and  yet,  if  we  only  confider  the  me¬ 
chanical  part  of  his  functions,  we  ihall  find  that  he 
had  not  fulfilled  them  improperly,  and  that  he  had 
caufed  more  uneafinefs  to  the  rivals  of  V ranee  than 
his  coufin,  who  was  induftrioufly  reprefented  as  the 
object  of  their  terror.  Sixty-four  fhips  were  at  that 
time  reckoned  in  the  ports,  independent  of  thofe 

I  3  which 
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which  were  upon  the  dock  ;  all  the  materials  necef- 
ary  to  condruft  ten  or  twelve  more,  and  about  fifty 
Lrge  ingates  or  Hoops  f  ;  this  was  a  prodigious  re- 
eltabliihment  ot  the  maritime  forces  of  France  in  five 
°[  ,1X  7ears  time,  and  Hie  wed  what  Hie  might  be 

,  ' e  todo  with  oeconomy  *  a  favourite  virtue,  the 
advantage  of  which  the  Duke  had  experienced  in  his 
own  affairs,  and  which  he  applied  with  fuccefs  to 
thofe  or  the  Kmg.  Perhaps  it  made  him  too  much 
neg.eft  the  forming  of  failors  and  officers  by  more 
frequent  armaments.  But  the  mercantile  branch  of 
tne  navy  might  be  able  to  fupply  the  find  obied,  and 
even  the  lecond,  if  he  had  had  the  power  to  chanoe 

ln  thls  refPe&  foe  mode  of  adminidration  purfued 
among  the  officers  of  the  Royal  navy. 

rI  his  was  his  capital  fault.  Indead  of  following 
fhe  traces  of  his  predeceffor,  he  only  extended  the 
prerogatives,  encouraged  the  infolence,  the  depre¬ 
dations,  and  the  luxury  of  that  corps,  by  dedroving 
baJance  of  power  w'hich  had  been  eftablifhed  in 
-'ie  arfenals  between  the  Commandant  and  the  In- 
fendant,  by  the  ordonnance  of  16S9.  He  made  the 
frll  attack  againd  thefe  regulations,  which  were 
toon  neglected,  and  were  fucceeded  by  all  the  cap¬ 
rices  of  the  innovating  perfons  who  came  after  him. 
He  carried  his  complaifance  for  thefe  Gentlemen  fo 
^ar,  as  to  attend  to  their  amufements,  by  c a  11  lino- 
play-houfes  to  be  condrudted  in  the  feveral  ports! 
He  laid  the  fird  done  to  that  of  Bred,  and  affided  at 
the  opening  of  it.  If  after  a  long  difquifition  of  the 
famous  procefs  of  the  Director  of  Louifiana  againd 
the  Governor  of  that  colony— which  the  former,  a 
victim  to  his  grief,  and  perhaps  to  the  atrocious 
crimes  of  his  adversary,  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
fee  fini/hed — M.  de  Kerrecel,  Captain  of  a  ihip,  the 
military  Commandant  in  quedion,  was  convicted 
with  ignominy  ;  the  reafon  of  this  was,  that  M.  de 
Rochemore,  cf  a  didinguiihed  family,  left  after  him, 

f  This  is  the  accourt  the  Duke  de  Praflin  gives  himfelf  of 
his  adminifti ation,  in  his  letter  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
which  has  been  before  mentioned. 


to 


v_ 


OF  LEWIS  XV. 


!75 


to  avenge  bis  memory,  an  aftive  artd  courageous  wi¬ 
dow,  who,  by  dint  of  patience  fobatat  on  ,  mvour, 
and  influence  prevailed  againft  the  thrc 

powerful  adverfary.  .  •  c  jyj 

We  may  alfo  objecl  to  the  admimft ration  o-  -VI. 

de  Praflin,  that  defpotifm  exercited  in  the  £ 

and  efpecially  at  Saint  Domingo  ,  w  ere,  y 
gulling  aft  of  diilionefty,  alter  the  mhab.tanl  had 

been  compelled  to  buy  themlelveso  rom  .  ^ ' 

this  corps  was  toon  after  re-e  a  ,  l  i  » 

Mauiftrates  obliged  to  defend  the  inhabitants,  with 

honed  by  thefe  troops,  were  treated  with  llil  g  - 
indignity  than  thofe  of  the  mother-country  ;  tney 
were  difturbed  in  their  fyn&ions,  threatened,  arre  • 
and  transferred  to  France,  where,  being  made pn- 
foners,  they  were  fuperfeded  in  their  tr.ounal,  in 

inoft  illegal  manner.  . 

Theceffion  of  Louifiana  to  Spain,  though  it  -as 
a  difinembering^pt  his  department,  was,  w,  ^ou 
doubt,  a  fault  rather  to  be  attnouted  t6  the  Mmmer 
for  foreign  affairs  than  to  him.  Vv  e  iball  not  exa- 
mine  how  far  it  was  a  fault  in  politics,  to  1  td^e 
a  country  the  moil  fertile,  healthy,  diverged,  and 
moll  beautiful  in  the  world  ;  we  have  laid  enough 
on  this  point.  But  we  cannot  avoid  lamenting  his 
indolence  in  not  obtaining  a  refolution  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  upon  the  complaints  addrefled  to  him  by  the  un¬ 
fortunate  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  and  in  not  urging 
their  remonftrances  to  the  King;  and  laftlv,  in  ne¬ 
glecting  to  do  them  juflice  with  regard  to  the  harm, 
or  rather  barbarous  treatment,  which  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  drew  upon  thofe  unfortunate  people,  when  a 
foreign  Governor,  without  any  form  of  trial,  caufed 
twelve  of  the  moil  illuflrious  Chiefs  of  New  Orleans 
to  be  fhot,  whofe  pretended  crime  was  only  their 
blind  attachment  to  a  mailer  who  did  not  delerve  it, 
and  who,  befides,  made  over,  without  their  confenr, 
to  a  foreign  Sovereign,  a  right  of  life  and  death, 

which  he  had  not  himfeif. 

It  would  have  been  an  ill-advifed  ftep  of  the 
Chancellor,  after  the  expullion  of  the  Choifeuls,  not 

I  4  to 
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ftbtd''  'h«  fe™e"'  Jf  the  Parliament  » 

this  Prince  ,*n  1^  •  i  P,P''ie*  knew  that 

who  f«d  for  Jr  WUhfthe  Pr,ncefs  of  Monaco, 

ftrona  dSre  ,„  h?V0r^fr0,a  rher  hllfband>  had  » 
been  interrupted  wPh  tl'*  tried>  which  had 

txprelPed  thJ^jalLrTi,  "H^hnrf" 
t  lnl  'nimedtately,  and  favourable  the  affajPtn' 
Wn.Ich  he  ’Merefted  himfelf.  But  foon  after  fre 

then)lll°ThPreClf'e  'tv”  of  command  undeceived 
f  ,  \  1  h%  WfTe  obliged  to  remain  again  with  the 
Chamoersaffembled  and  to  conned.  In  fome  de! 

Hie  v*  tf‘e.lnterefts  °[  the  nation  with  their  own- - 

rltnCdth  Ved’  S-  tHe  fanie  tlme%that  they  inter- 
upred  he  examination  ot  the  aftfirs  of  individual, 

p„hlh!P  ffy-the"lfeJVeS  ln  eVer>'  thinS  that  concerned 
p  blic  af^itrs;  anc,  confequently  that  of  the  corn  be- 

mg  one  of  the  mod  eifential,  they  entered  upon  it 

the  dupes  ’  Whidl  "ie  P£°Ple 

The  Chancellor,  mailer  of  the  field,  took  advan- 
tage  ot  the  circumftance,  to  declare  to  the  Kino- 

*7at.  lh*s  was  the  Pr0Per  moment  to  fecure  his  au¬ 
thority  for  ever  and  to  prevent  the  infur  reckon  of 
his  1  ari laments,  by  being  firm,  by  difplaying  all  the 
fevemy  of  his  jullice,  and  by  linking  off,  if  it  were 
neceffary  fome  of  the  heads  of  the  moft  mutinous 
in  order  that  the  Magifirates  might  be  fenfible  that 
this  was  no  longer  a  jeft. 

i  o  underhand  this  exprcfiion,  unbecoming  as  it 
hould  feem  in  the  prefent  circumftanoes  w°e  muff 
be  informed,  that  the  Firlt  Prefident  having,  before 
uiis,  carried  to  the  King  the  reprefentations  of  his 
Company  of  the  3d  December,  his  Majefty  alked 
him  lor  them,  and  threw  them  into  the  fire,  and  af¬ 
terwards  gave  him  a  paper,  \$iich  ought,  according 

to 
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to  cuftoni,  to  contain  his  anfwer:  How  great  was 
the  lurprize  of  M.  d’Aligre,  on  opening  it,  to  read 


thefe  words  ! - Tour  Majefiy  mu  ft  liften  to  the  repre - 

fientation  with  a  great  deal  of  ill  temper  ;  you  mu  ft  ap  - 
pear  to  he  very  angry ,  and  throw  thepi  into  the  fire. 


He  was  obliged  to  go  again,  and  to  afk  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  whether  thoie  were  really  the  King’s  words 
which  he  was  to  carry  back.  This  difconcerted  a 
little  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice. 

The  more  effectually  to  recommend  his  conduct 
to  the  King,  M.  de  Maupeou  gave  him  to  under¬ 
hand,  that  whatever  turn  matters  iliould  take,  t lie  re- 
fult  would  be  the  fame  one  way  or  the  other.  It 
the  Parliament,  returning  to  their  duty,  and  convinced 
of  the  will  of  the  Sovereign,  fhould  conform  to  the 
edidl,  it  would  become  a  law,  from  which  they  could 
no  more  depart,  without  the  crime  of  difobedienee, 
and  they  deprived  themfelves  ior  the  future  of  the  fe- 
veral  pretences  which  they  had  hitherto  urged,  to  co¬ 
ver  their  feditious  proceedings: —if,  on  the  contrary, 
they  perfevered  in  their  oppofition,  there  never 
could  be  a  more  jutlifiable  reaton  for  depriving  re¬ 
fractory  Magi  Urates  of  their  offices,  and  replacing 
them  by  others,  who  would  accept  the  conditions 
prefcribed  to  them.  He  was  fully  perfuaded  that 

he  iliould  always  prefer ve  a  Kernel  of  a  Parliament _ - 

that  was  his  expreflion — as  at  Paw  and  at  Rennes, 
and  that  this  would  be  fufficient  to  form  another 
Court  with  eaie.  He  depended  upon  the  moft  nu¬ 
merous  part  of  the  Grand  Chamber,  upon  the  Abbes, 
and  upon  his  creatures,  who  would  throw  off  the 
mafk  upon  occafion.  The  whole  corps  not  being-  able 
to  be  fhaken,  he  expected  to  triumph  by  attacking 
its  members  feparately. 

The  fame  night,  at  the  fame  hour,  they  .. 
were  all  awakened  in  the  name  of  the  roff  t  ie 
King.  Two  moufiquetaires  entered  their  1  ^  ]  [° 
chamber,  and  presented  to  them  the  or-  Zot  1  Jan' 
der  to  reaffume  their  functions — to  anfwer  I77I* 
in  writing  Tes  or  No — and  to  hgn  that  word  alone 
without  periphrafis  or  modification.  In  faft,  feveral 
even  of  the  firmed;  were  intimidated  by  this  ftep: 


— par 
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—partaking  of  the  alarms  of  their  wives,  of  their 
children,  and  ot  their  family  in  tears,  they  had  the 
weaknefs  to  retract  ;  but  at 'the  initant  when  their 
enemy  was  applauding  himfelf  for  the  ftratagem,  and 
was  giving  an  account  of  it  to  his  Majefty,  reani¬ 
mated  by  their  brethren,  and  united  the  next  day  in 
a  bony,  they  dilavowed  the  error  of  the  niuht. 

Matters  were  too  far  advanced  on  both  tides,  and 
there  was  no  poffibility  of  reirafling.  The  following 
niSlU  Magistrates  were  again  awakened  An  offi- 
eer  °f  the  Council  notified  to  each  of  them  a  decree 
or  Council,  declaring  that  their  employments  were 
conhlcated,  and  forbidding  them,  for  the  future,  to 
exercite  any  of  their  fun&ions,  or  even  to  a  flume 
the  title  of  Members  of  the  Parliament.  This  offi¬ 
cer  was  fcarce  withdrawn,  when  fiome  moufquetaires 
entered,  and  brought  them  letters  de  cachet ,  which 
baniftied  them  att*  to  different  places,  and  at  a  great 
diila nee  from  each  other.  § 

All  this  condudt  was  fo  flrange,  and  fo  odious, 
Piat  the  Chancellor  was  himfelf  duped  by  it,  and’ 
being  fortaken  by  his  own  partifans,  had  not  that 
kernel  of  a  Parliament  upon  which  he  depended, 
rj  here  was  not  a  Angle  Magiftrate  who  did  not 
readily  fubmit  to  his  punifhment,  and  the  King’s 
Council  only  remained.  He  was  a  man  of  refources 
and  obviated  this  firft  difficulty,  by  coming  himfelf 
to  initall  the  Council,  which  was  to  be  fubftituted 
to  the  Parliament.  He  has  fince  owned,  that  in  the 
firif  moment  of  the  ferment  at  that  time  in  Paris, 
he  had  been  obliged  to  arm  himfelf  with  courage, 
and  was  not  at  his  eafe  when  he  went  to  the  Palais, 
His  apprehenfions  foon  fubfided.  '1  he  feene  palled 
in  prefence  of  an  immenfe  crowd  of  the  molt  diftin- 
guiflied  perfons  of  the  Court,  the  military,  and  the 
citizens  of  all  ranks,  without  any  thing  more  than 
confternadon  being  exprefled.  When  this  firft  fen- 
fa  tion  was  palled,  the  Parifians  recovered  their  chear- 
fulnefs,  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council  efcaped 
with  only  the  jells,  farcafms,  and  epigrams  of  the 
wits,  and  the  hootings  of  the  populace. 


After 
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After  having  erected  this  phantom  of  a  tribunal, 
which  gave  him  time  for  recollection,  M.  de  Mau- 
peou  had  but  two  things  more  to  fear:  that  the 
Chatelet  would  ceafe  their  functions  in  Paris,  and 
that  the  Parliament  of  the  provinces  would  do  the 
fame  He  prevented  the  firft  inconvenience  by 
avoiding  ail  collufion  between  the  iupenoi  and  nili,- 
nor  Court,  till  he  had  bribed  the  chiefs  ;  and  with 
regard  to  the  fecond,  he  managed  with  great  cun¬ 
ning  and  dexterity,  lie  cauied  a  report  to  be 
fpread  by  his  emiffaries,  that  the  fufpenfion  of  the 
affairs  of  individuals,  agreed  on  "by  the  Parliament  ot 
Paris,  had  been  the  capital  fault  committed  by  that 
banifhed  corps  ;  that  without  this  circumftance, 
the  Chancellor  would  never  have  been  able  to  exe¬ 
cute  his  projects  of  revenge  ;  and  that  he  was  very 
defirous  that  the  other  claffes  fliould  a  ft  in  the  lame 
manner,  that  he  might  have  a  pretence  for  deftroy- 
ing  them  in  their  turn.  'I  hefe  inlidious  reports  a- 
1  armed  them;  fo  that,  inftead  of  fending  in  their 
refignations  all  at  once,  or  remaining  in  the  Chambers 
affembled,  and  thus  interrupting  the  whole  courfe 
of  jultice  from  one  end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other, 
and  by  this  general  calamity  infpiring  the  people 
with  a  falutary  fear  exciting  their  refpectfu!  remon- 
Frances,  inviting  the  Princes,  the  Peers,  and  the 
Great,  to  fecond  them,  and  prompting  the  King  with 
a  defire  to  hear  them,  and  to  be  informed  of  his  er¬ 
ror,  and  of  making  him  fenfible  of  the  neceflity 
0f  it— thefe  Companies  contented  themfelves  with 
fending  a  multiplicity  of  remonitrances,  which  the 
Monarch  never  read,  and  which  only  appeared  in 
public  as  myiterious  and  criminal  papers;  they,  on 
the  contrary,  redoubled  their  zeal  in  expediting  the 
caufes,  and  gave  occafion  to  the  faying,  that  they 
flood  in  need  of  that  la  fh  of  the  whip.  The  Chan¬ 
cellor,  by  this  means,  acquired  leifure  to  continue 
his  bufinefs  with  eafe,  and  to  execute  his  project  for 
the  regeneration  of  the  Magiflracy. 

He  began  by  creating  fix  luperior  councils,  at 
Arias,  Blois,  Chaalons,  Clermont,  Lyons,  and  Poi¬ 
tiers.  The  fpecious  pretence  for  thefe  eftablifii- 

ments 
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merits  was  to  forward  the  difpatch  of  affairs,  by  di- 
mi milling  the  extent  of  the  jurifdiaion  of  the  Par- 
iament  ;  and  the  real  motive  was,  to  facilitate  the 
method  of  acquiring  a  fufficient  number  of  perfons 
to  complete  his  new  Court,  by  thus  reducing  the 
number  of  its  members.  When  the  firft  ftroke  was 
given,  he  no  longer  dreaded  to  appear  a  fecond  time 
m  the  Palais,  to  regifter  the  edidt  for  the  creation  of 
theie  Councils.  He  there  pronounced  a  fpeech,  the 
purport  of  which  was,  to  infmuate  to  the  nation, 
that  nothing  could  be  more  happy  for  them,  than 
the  arrangements  announced  ;  but  that  it  had  been 
neceflary  to  take  advantage  of  the  moment  in  which 
the  ancient  Magiftrates  had  difappeared,  to  put  a  hop 
to  confufion,  and  to  the  magnitude  of  the  evil  ;  to 
free  the  courfe  of  juft  ice  from  its  reftraints  ;  and’,  in 
a  word,  to  produce  a  more  fortunate  ftate  of  regu¬ 
larity  and  order,  which  had  fo  long  been  wifhed  for. 
Befides  this  firft  advantage,  he  announced  reforma¬ 
tions  no  lefs  falutarv,  fuch  as  the  lupprefting  the 
venality  of  offices  ;  of  rendering  the  adminiftration 
of  juftice^  gratuitous  ;  of  fimplifying  proceedings; 
and  of  facilitating  the  punifliment  of  crimes. 

Having  thus  confiderably  leffened  the  jurifdi&ion 
of  the  1  arliament,  he  employed  himfelf  in  finding 
persons  fit  to  compofe  it  ;  and  he  reduced  them  to 
the  number  of  feventy-five.  The  Grand  Council  had 
more  than  ever  reafon  to  complain  of  that  Company, 
which,  fince  they  had  reafiumed  their  functions, 
had  not  ceafed  to  perplex  them.  M.  de  Maupeou 
turned  his  views  towards  that  Court,  and  flattered 
himfelf  that  he  fhould  find  the  greateft  part  of 
them  obedient  to  his  impulfe  ;  more  efpecially  as 
that  tribunal  was  the  only  one  that  had  remained 
fha ruefully  filent  with  refpedt  to  the  outrages  com¬ 
mitted  againft  the  Magiftracy  and  the  Laws.  The 
Chamber  of  Accounts,  although  not  lefs  oppreffed 
and  defpifed  by  its  rival,  was  at  that  time  agitated 
by  a  patriotic  ferment,  net  likely  to  be  lafting, 
but  yet  which  left  him  no  hopes  of  deriving  any 
advantage  from  them  ;  and  as  for  the  Court  of  Aids, 
he  on  the  contrary  thought  it  neceftary  to  fupprefs 

s  them, 


OF  LEWIS  XV.  181 

them,  in  order  to  avoid  the  oppofition  he  expected 
from  them.  He  thought  himfelf  fortunate  even  in 
{educing  fome  of  their  members.  Some  he  chofe 
from  among  the  order  of  Advocates,  and,  convinced 
of  the  necefiity  of  forming  his  aflembly  fpeedily, 
he  was  not  very  nice  about  the  remainder.  He  was 
admirably  well  ferved  refpeCting  the  ecclefiahical 
members,  by  the  Archbifhop  ot  Paris,  who  gave 
him  his  own  nephew.  In  this  manner  he  collected 
two-thirds  of  his  Counfellors.  The  Great  Bench, 
which  was  only  to  be  compofed  of  five  Prelidents, 
including  the  Firft,  was  that  which  gave  the  moft 
trouble  to  this  new  creator :  not  that  he  was  in 
want  of  perfons  who  afpired  to  the  honour  ot  the 
Mortier ,  but  no  one  would  venture  to  break  the  ice. 
He  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  men  of  diftinc- 
tion,  but  whofe  chara&ers  were  tainted,  and  gave 
them  for  Chief  a  Counfellor  ot  date  inferior  to  them- 
felves.  This  was  the  intendant  of  Paris,  Berthier 
de  Sauvigny,  a  man  of  very  moderate  abilities,  and 
of  whofe  docility  he  was  well  allured  ;  he  was  be- 
Tides  very  rich.  As  he  was  ruled  by  his  wife,  the 
Chancellor  excited  her  vanity  and  ambition.  She 
determined  her  hufband,  who,  on  the  day  before 
his  inftallation,  (till  afhamed  of  the  part  he  had  un¬ 
dertaken,  had  not  dared  to  declare  himfelf,  and 
fetched  deep  fighs  at  IVladame  Berthier’s,  without 
any  one’s  being  able  to  form  a  conjecture  on  the 
caufe  of  his  grief,  which  was  not  even  fufpeCled. 

The  Bar  was  not  eafy  to  be  compofed  :  notwith- 
ftanding  the  weaknefs  of  that  body,  and  the  Chan¬ 
cellor’s  perfuafions,  he  could  not  prevail  upon  them 
to  alfociate  with  the  new  tribunal.  He  only  found 
young  Fleuri,  a  roue*,  in  the  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  the 
word,  opprelfed  with  debts  ,  a  Have  to  an  avaricious 
woman,  who,  by  being  highly  bribed,  determined 
to  remain  the  only  one  of  his  corps,  and  to  accept 
the  poll  of  Attorney  General  ;  which  fhe  confidered 
lefs  on  the  fide  of  the  dignity,  than  on  that  of  the 
immenfe  profit  fhe  propofed  to  make  of  it.  With 

*  A  man  who  deferves  the  gallows. 
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regard  to  the  Solicitors  Genera],  reduced  to  two 
at  one  ^Ine  imagined  he  fhould  get  them  from 
tne  Council,  For  the  firft  of  them,  he  had  in  view 
xM.de  1  olozan,  Ion  to  a  merchant  at  Lyons,  a  man 
w n o  efteemed  himfelf  too  fortunate  to  illuftrate 
nnnfelt  thus  at  once,  by  obtaining  one  of  the  firft 
polls  in  the  Magiftracy.  He  had  juft  ferved  in  the 
Court  of  the  Mint  of  that  City,  and  had  exercifed 
functions  in  a  confined  manner.  Although  to- 
y  '^jO^rant  of  the  firft  principles  of  jurifprudence  * 
although  his  elocution  as  well  as  his  perfon  was 
heavy,  yet  he  had  a  fund  of  vanity,  which  was  a 
lubftitute  for  everything;  he  looked  upon  himfelf 
as  the  oracle  of  the  Council,  and,  by  his  perfeve- 
rance  in  labour,  he  fupplied  his  deficiency  with  re- 
fpeifi  to^facil ity.  M.  de  Toiozan,  too  much  devoted 
to  the  Chancellor  to  venture  to  oppole  him  openly, 
had  but  one  apprehenfion,  which  was,  that  the 
bulliant  fituation  offered  him  would  not  be  lafting. 
He  fortunately  had  a  friend,  whofe  name  was  M. 
de  la  Gouree,  a  Counfellor  of  merit,  whom  he  con- 
fulted.  1  his  man  dnTuaded  him,  infilled  upon  it  that 
he  fhould  decline  ;  and,  left  M.  de  Maupeou,  by 
his  feducing  language,  Iliould  gain  him  over  a  fe- 
cond  time,  he  took  him  away  into  the  country, 
where  this  Mailer  of  Requefts  pretended  ilinefs,  till 
the  importunity  was  palled,  by  the  appointment  of 
other  Solicitors  General.  M.  de  Giac,a  man  of  low  ex¬ 
traction,  as  well  as  his  colleague,  was  the  fecond 
upon  whom  the  Chancellor  depended  ;  he  availed 
himfelf  of  the  example  given  him  by  his  fuperior 
in  office,  to  excufe  himfelf,  and  M.  de  Maupeou 
was  obliged  to  appoint  two  perfons  taken  from  the 
Magiftrates  of  other  Courts. 

This  great  work  of  the  Chancellor  could  not  be 
finillied  in  lels  than  feveral  months,  and  ftill  in  an 
imperfedl  manner.  When  he  had  collected  members 
enough  to  •  eftablifh  his  phantom  of  a  Parliament,  he 

iQ  April  call*~ec*  a  Bed  of  Juftice  to  be  holden,  at 
which  none  of  the  Princes  affifted,  except 
the  children  of  France,  and  the  Count  de  la  Marche  ; 

which 
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which  made  the  King  fay  to  the  latter,  when  he  faw 
him,  Tou  are  welcome  ;  we  /hall  have  none  of  our  re¬ 
lations  here,  The  Count  de  la. Marche  knew  this 
before  his  Majefty  ;  the  other  Princes  cf  the  b.ood, 
after  having  in  vain  exerted  the  greateil.  eftorts  to 
keep  him  away,  had  entered  a  proteft  agatnft  every 
thing  that  fhould  pafs  there,  and  had  again  font  to 
his  Highnefs  at  midnight,  to  pre'.s  him  to  accede  to 
it  At  this  Bed  of  Juftice,the  laft  and  moft  memor¬ 
able,  that  is  to  fay,' the  molt  difaftrous  m  the  reign 
of  Lewis  XV.  three  edi&s  were  read:  the  hrh,  ter 
the  diflolution  of  the  prelent  Parliament  ;  the  fee  one], 
for  the  fupprefiion  of  the  Court  of  Aids  ;  an d  the 
third  for  the  transformation  of  the  Grand  Council 
into  a  new  Parliament.  The  King  clofed  the  fitting 
with  this  fhort  fpeech :  #  .  . 

“  You  have  juft  heard  my  intentions  ;  it  is  my  will 
that  they  fhould  be  executed.  I  command  you 
to  begin  your  functions  next  Monday :  my  Chan¬ 
cellor  will  go  to  inftall  you.  I  forbid  all  delibera¬ 
tions  contrary  to  my  will,  and  all  representations 
in  favour  of  the  ancient  Parliament;  lor  I  will 

never  change.55  ,  r 

His  Majefty  pronounced  thele  laft  words,  ana  ei- 

pecially  the  word  never  wkh  an  energy  which  lin- 
prefTed  terror  in  the  whole  affembly.  This  was  a 
fubtle  contrivance  of  the  Chancellor  s,  who,  aware 
of  the  little  dependence  there  was  to  be  placed  upon 
the  refolutions  of  his  Mailer,  was  deiirous  ot  tying 
him  down  by  this  authentic  affurance.  Accordingly, 
feveral  Peers  could  not  credit  it  ;  among  others, 
the  Duke  de  Nivernois,  one  ot  the  thirteen  pro- 
tellers  againft  this  infraaion  of  the  conftitutional 
laws  of  the  monarchy,  and  one  who  had  joined  in 
the  proteft  of  the  Princes.  Madame  Dubarri  having 
met  him  foon  after  the  Bed  of  Juftice,  flopped  him, 
and  faid.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  Monfieur  le  Dvr,  that  you 
nvill  gdve  up  your  opposition  ;  for  you  have  heard  it , 
the  King  has  / aid  that  he  voould  never  change  1  es9 
Madam ,  anfwered  he  artfully,  but  he  was  looking  at 
you. 
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That  very  evening  the  Chancellor  went  for  the 
third  tune  to  the  Palais ,  to  indall  the  new  Parlia¬ 
ment.  All  Paris  was  upon  the  road  of  Verfailles 
^.ager  to  lee  thofe  Jvlagiftrates,  whofe  ignominy 
eemed  to  characterise  their  new-born  dignity.  M 
Lambert  alone.  Dean  of  the  Grand  Council’  re- 
^r.om  Verfailles,  where  he  had  learnt,  for 
,ie  11  L  tnne>  the  part  he  was  intended  to  aft,  had 
die  courage  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the  yoke 
and^to  go  to  his  own  houfe,  inltead  of  going  to’ 
tne  hellions  ;  and  having  afterwards  received  a  let¬ 
ter  de  Cachet,  which  ordered  him  to  join  his  brethren, 
e  only  lat  upon  the  Flo<wer s-de-luce,  to  proteft  more 
•authentically  againd  his  appearance,  and  to  reproach 

V,e  otlier  members  with  their  meannefs ;  which 
drew  lome  of  them  away  ;  but  the  majority  had  the 
effrontery  to  remain,  and  this  was  fufficient  for  the 
moment.  1  his  tribunal  was  very  precarious:  al- 
inoil  abandoned  by  the  members  of  the  former,  they 
nad  neither.  Advocates,.  Attornies,  nor  Pleaders, 
^xpofed  to  jokes,  to  deridon,  to  witticifms,  and  to 
icurrilous  pamphlets,  they  were  befides  condemned 
oy  the  Parliaments,  which  accumulated  upon  the 
members  contemptuous  decrees,  calling  them  in¬ 
truders,  perjured,  violators  of  their  oaths*,  and  which 
previouOy  declared  all  afts  ilTiied  from  them  void  and 
ot  no  effect.  So  many  contradictions  could  not  dif- 
concert  M.  de  Maupeou.  He  knew  that  authority 
which  perfeveres,  which  knows  how  to  difpenfe 
cardies  and  threats,  rewards  and  punishments,  with 
propriety,  is  certain  of  prevailing,  in  a  country, 
tne.  bafenefs,  abjedl  condition,  and  corruption  of 
which  he  was  acquainted  with.  His  only  care  was 
to  maintain  Lewis  XV.  in  the  difpofitions  he  had 
inf  illed  into  him  ;  to  preferve  the  power  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  intruded  him  with  ;  and  to  encourage  him 
to  drike  with  expedition  all  the  blows  that  were 
neceffary  to  obtain  his  end.  For  this  purpofe,  he 
kept  up  a  dria  connexion  with  the  Duke  d’ Aiguillon 

*  Expreflions  of  the  decree  of  the  Parliament  of  Rouen,  of 
the  15th  April  1771.  ’ 
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and  the  Countefs  Dubarri  ;  and  it  was  at  thofe  fup- 
pers  which  the  latter  gave  to  her  lllullrious  lover, 
that  die  continued  to  make  him  fign  feveral  orders 
that  were  wanted,  and  which  his  pufillanimous  or 
benevolent  mind  would,  perhaps,  have  refilled,  had 
his  head  been  cool.  Sometimes  he  was  intimidated 
by  the  example  of  Charles  I.  whole  picture  the 
favourite  had  bought.  She  uled  to  lead  him  up  to 
this  picture  ;  t(  Behold  that  unfortunate  Monarch, 
faid  Hi e  to  him  ;  “  Your  Parliaments  would,  per- 
“  haps,  have  ended  by  treating  you  as  he  was 
i(  treated  by  the  Parliament  of  England,  if  you  had 
“  not  had  a  Minifter  intrepid  enough  to  oppofe  their 
£<  enterprifes,  and  fet  their  menaces  at  defiance. 

By  thefe,  or  fimilar  means,  all  more  or  lefs  mean, 
but  multiplied  and  varied  ad  infinitum and  propor¬ 
tioned  to  perfons,  places,  times,  and  circumftances, 
the  Chancellor  arrogated  to  himfelf  the  1110ft  dan¬ 
gerous  portion  of  the  fovereign  power,  and  was  af- 
fmiilated  to  the  antient  Maires  da  Palais*.  r\  he  let¬ 
ters  de  Cachet  were  Blued,  the  prifons  opened,  the 
military  and  the  Commandants  of  the  provinces 
marched  at  his  pleafure  ;  and,  if  no  blood  was  fpi'it 
upon  the  fcaffolds,  it  was  becaufe  there  was.  no  pa¬ 
triot  to  be  found  fufnciently  firm  to  deferve  it.  All 
the  individuals  in  the  fubaltern  Magiflracy,  who  did 
not  obey  the  orders  of  M  de  Maupeou  with  proper 
readinefs,  were  oppreffed,  or  deprived  of  their  of¬ 
fices  ;  all  thofe  who  wrote  againft  his  operations,  or 
who  publicly  cenfured  them,  were  thrown  into 
prifon.  If  any  of  the  foreign  gazettes  took  that  li¬ 
berty,  the  introduction  of  them  was  forbidden.  On 
the  contrary,  he  made  himfelf  be  extolled  in  the 
other  newfpapers,  which  he  kept  in  pay  at  a  very 
great  expence.  Even  the  Gazette  of  France,  lo 
famous  for  its  veracity,  was  become  the  organ  of 
falfhood  and  calumny.  At  leaft,  by  his  artful  ad- 
vertifements,  in  which  truth  and  fiction  were  blend¬ 
ed,  he  diffufed  with  rapidity  the  news  he  wifhed  to 
have  credited,  and  kept  up  the  illufion  which  it  was 

*■  See  a  pamphlet  of  the  time,  intituled,  Le  Maire  du  Palais. 
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nis  intereft  to  produce,  in  order  to  determine  that 
multitude  of  men,  who  are  only  influenced  by  ex- 
ample,  and  to  obtain  his  various  purpofes. 

.  *  remainder  of  the  jear  patted  in  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  feveral  corps,  which  he  fupprefled,  and 
rettored  again  as  he  had  occasion  for  them,  by  com- 
pofmg  them  of  perfons  who  were  devoted  to  him. 

.us  it  is,  that  the  feveral  Parliaments  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  after  having  ftruggled  fome  time  againft 
that  which  was  to  be  aflimdated  to  them,  were  al¬ 
ternately  annihilated  and  revived.  Then  it  was  that 
we  law  reluming  their  feats  upon  thofe  fame  flowers- 
de-luce,  IVfagiftrates  who  had  lately  covered  with 
indelible  infamy  thole  who  fliould  dare  to  introduce 
them felves  in  that  attembly,  by  a  fimilar  add  of 
baienefs.  A  whole  body  from  among  them,  for¬ 
getting  their  pride,  from  a  foverejgn  court,  which. 
they  previoufly  were,  confented  to  be  nothing  more 
than  a  fubaitern  tribunal,  and  all  the  Magittracy  of 
the  kingdom,  renewed  at  Martinmas,  was  no  longer 
compofed  of  any  thing  elfe  but  intruders  or  fchif- 
matics. 

M.  de  Maupeou,  in  this  circumftance,  effected 
more  than  the  Regent  in  a  fimilar  cafe  had  ventured 
to  flatter  himfelf  with  ;  who  agreed,  that  he  had  the 
power  to  make  the  lawyers  hold  their  tongues ,  hut  not  to 
make  them  fpeak.  T  he  Chancellor  carried  this  point  ; 
his  new  tribunal  was  foon  fupplied  with  a  confider- 
able  number  of  lawyers,  eloquent  orators,  and  with 
curious  and  interelling  caufes,  which  drew  as  nu¬ 
merous  an  audience  as  on  the  brilliant  days  of  the 
antient  Palais . 

1  he  general  courfe  of  juftice  being  thus  re-ettab- 
lifhed,  Lewis  XV.  for  the  fir  ft  time,  felt  the  fweets 
of  being  his  own  matter,  of  doing  every  thing  he 
chofe*  without  opposition,  without  addrefles  or  re- 
monttrances,  and  of  feeing  himfelf  no  more  befet 
with  red  or  black  gowns,  which  had  been  inceffantly 
tormenting  him  for  the  fpace  of  fifty  years.  M.  de 
Maupeou  fecured  to  him  another  advantage,  of 
much  greater  value  to  his  miftrefs,  to  his  favourites, 
and  to  the  greedy  courtiers,  who  furrounded  the 

throne 
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throne  with  greater  importunity  than  ever.  I  his 
was,  to  have  regiftered  all  the  money-edicts,  which 
the  fpirit  of  finance  could  invent,  and  to  increafe  and 
extend  them  at  pleafure.  I  he  Chancellor  in  this 
operation  had  burdened  the  public  treafury  with  a 
debt  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  millions*,  which  he  had 
difpofed  of  to  feduce  and  corrupt,  but  elpecially  to 
pay  the  multitude  of  informers  and  1  pies  he  had  at 
his  wages.  He  had  loaded  the  State  with  about 
a  hundred  millions -f  to  be  reimburfed,  or  with  an 
intereft  of  five  millions  %  per  annum.  It  was  necel- 
fary  to  provide  for  this  increafe  of  expences,  and 
to  reward  all  thofs  farnifhed  members,  of  which  he 
had  compofed  his  newly  inilituted  tribunals.  In  or¬ 
der  that  juftice  fhould  be  adminiflered  without  ex- 
pence,  the  land-tax  was  increafed  in  all  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  which  thus  brought  this  pretended  benefit 
at  a  very  dear  rate.  A  Dixieme  was  fettled  upon 
the  perpetual  annuities,  and  a  Quinzieme  upon  life 
annuities:  the  marc  of  gold  was  doubled,  tripled, 
and  quadrupled  ;  one  per  cent.,  was  fixed  upon 
all  employments  under  Government  ;  the  Nobility 
who  had  acquired  their  patents  were  obliged  to 
pay  for  them  a  fecond-time  ;  and  the  fous  laid  upon 
every  pound  were  extended  as  far  as  eight.  After 
a  peace  of  fix  years,  the  firft  Vingtieme  was  pro¬ 
longed  indefinitely,  and  the  fecond  for  ten  years, 
each  of  them  upon  frefh  edicts,  which  gave  a  free 
courfe  to  the  vexations  of  thofe  who  collected  thefe 
taxes;  vexations  which  hitherto  the  Parliament  had 
at  lealt  put  a  flop  to,  and  which  made  thefe  two 
Vingtiemes  amount  to  three  or  four.  In  a  word,  it 
was  fuificient  to  propofe  to  the  Minifler  of  the  Fi¬ 
nances  any  method  to  burthen  the  nation,  that  it 
fhould  be  adopted.  In  the  fpace  of  one  day  there 
v/ere  as  many  as  eleven  money-edidts  brought  to  the 
Palais  ;  which  furnifhed  an  opportunity  of  declaring 
with  reafon,  in  a  publication  at  the  time,  that 

*■  About  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

q*  Upwards  of  four  millions  Iterling* 

t  Upwards  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

Lewis 


1 88  THE  PRIVATE  LIFE 

Lewis  XV.  had  fingly  impofed  a  greater  number  of 
taxes  tnan  all  his  fixty-five  predeceffors  together  f 
There  was  no  longer  any  thing  facred  ;  not  only  all 
private  property  was  attacked,  but  public  depofits 

tTo'ns  of  °M P  Cred  With  imPlin*ty.  The  capita- 
tions  of  the  provinces  were  violated.  Normandy 

reouced  to  two  fuperior  Councils,  had  feen  without 

commotion  the  right  of  having  a  Parliament  in  the 

province  taken  from  her.  The  States  of  Britany 

were  threatened  to  be  fuppreffed,  if  they  were  no^ 

obedient  to  the  will  of  the  Court,  and  they  became 

Trhe  1  r0rty  °f  the  citizens  w*s  not  more 
elpefted.  Near  feven  hundred  Magiftrates  were 

aniihec,  the  prifons  were  glutted  with  captives  the 
Princes  of  the  Blood  were  difgraced,  and  kept  at 
a  distance  from  the  Court.  ..  Such  was  the  ilate  of  the 
Kingdom,  which  the  general  infenfibility  rendered 
more  defperate,  becaufe  it  prevented  any  remedy  from 
being  forefeem  France  had  undoubtedly  experienced 
paroxyfms  infinitely  more  violent,  but  had  never  been 
plunged  into  fo  profound  and  ftupid  a  lethargy.  In¬ 
dividuals  had  no  energy,  and  all  bodies  of  men  were 
reduced  to  filence.  The  Nobility  of  a  frontier  pro¬ 
vince  having  aflembled  to  appeal  againft  the  infrac¬ 
tion  of  thier  privileges,  a  Commiffioner,  affifted  by 
an  officer  of  the  police,  had  the  boldnefs  to  feparate 
tne  members,  to  carry  off  feveral  of  them,  and  arrived 
fate  and  unmolested  at  Paris  with  the  victims.  The 
Chiefs  of  tne  nation  fuffered  themfelves  to  be  braved 
with  impunity  by  the  author  of  the  revolution;  and 
the  frit  Prince  of  the  Blood  was  infulted,  even  in 
his  palace,  by  a  Minifler  ;  who  upon  coming  out,  be¬ 
came  only  the  more  audacious  and  impudent.  Pub¬ 
lications,  indeed,  and  pamphlets  appeared,  containing 
much  excellent  matter,  but  which,  being  neither 
avowed  nor  figned  by  any  one,  bore  no  marks  of  au¬ 
thenticity,  and  announced  rather  timidity  and  con- 
fternation,  than  any  other  fentiment,  in  the  authors. 
Two  of  them  only  (one  of  whom  wrote  in  a  foreign 
country)  ventured  to  affix  their  names;  and  the  nation 


f  See  Les  Correfpocdences. 
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mu  ft  not  forget  to  record  tliofe  defenders,  diftin- 
guiftied  Hill  more  by  their  zeal  than  by  their  high 
birth,  T  hey  were  Count  Lauragais  and  the  Vifcount 
d’Aubuffon. 

But  it  was  not  fufficient  for  the  Chancellor  to 
have  put  a  (lop  to  all  remonftances,  to  have  Rifled 
even  the  groan,  ana  lamentations  of  the  people,  and 
to  have  lulled  the  nation  while  upon  the  brink  of  the 
precipice  ;  it  was  aifo  necefTary  to  take  care  that  the 
King  ili o ill d  only  be  furrounded  with  perfons,  whofe 
bufmefs  it  was  to  entertain  him  in  that  fatal  flate  of 
lecurity  to  which  the  Chancellor  had  brought  him, 
and  to  quiet  bis  anxiety  and  remorfe,  ever  ready  to 
return  It  was  in  this  view  that  he  had  formed  the 
Council  oi  members  interefted  in  maintaining  and 
confirming  the  revolution.  Since  the  difmillion  of 
the  Duke  de  Praflin,  the  marine  department  had 
continued  vacant  ;  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  had  once 
been  appointed  to  it,  but  he  had  been  given  to  un¬ 
derhand,  that  it  was  improper  for  him  to  enter  into 
office,  juft  at  the  time  when  marked  out  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  eye  by  defamatory  memorials  from  the  States  of 
Brltany,  which  were  ft  ill  fitting  ;  he  could  not  but 
increafe  the  ferment  and  commotions  among  them  : 
that  it  was  necefTary  he  fhould  wait  till  he  had  been 
once  more  cleared  by  the  Royal  authority,  and  till 
men  were  a  little  ufed  to  view  him  in  a  Hate  of  inno¬ 
cence,  from  which  he  had  been  far  diftant  for  a  long 
time  pa  ft.  The  Abbe  Terra!  had  been  intruded  in 
the  interim  with  the  adminillration  of  this  depart¬ 
ment,  and  would  have  been  very  well  pleafed  to  con¬ 
tinue  it  i  but  he  was  too  much  wanted  to  direct  the 
finances,  and  was  therefore  fixed  to  that  department, 
and  M  de  Boynes  was  appointed  to  that  of  * 
the  navy.  T  his  was  given  him  by  M.  de  ^  //z  • 
Maupeou,  as  a  reward  for  the  fervices  he  had  ren¬ 
dered  him  in  affifting  his  operations:  he  was  par¬ 
ticularly  a  violent  enemy  to  the  Parliaments,  very 
well  calculated  to  harangue  in  Council,  and  to  in¬ 
validate  the  arguments  of  any  perfon  who  fhould 
venture  to  fpeak  in  their  favour. 


T  wo 
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6  June.  ,  Two  months  after  this  the  Duke  d’Aiguil- 
I011  was  declared  Minifter  of  foreign  affairs  • 
this  was  another  excellent  acquifition  to  the  anti-Par- 
Jiamentary  party,  for  there  was  no  apprehenfion  that 
to  implacable  an  adverfary  fliould  ever  be  induced  to 
change  his  fentiments.  The  war  department  had 
been  refuted  by  the  Count  du  Muy,  who,  unwilling 
to  bend  the  knee  to  the  idol,  looked  upon  the  Court 
as  too  corrupt,  and  the  Minittry  in  particular  as  too 
a bj ect  for  him  to  be  connected  with  them  •  he  was 
too  virtuous  to  govern  under  a  Prince  furrounded  with 
every  kind  of  vice  ;  and  feemed,  in  a  word,  to  re- 
lerve  himfelf  by  infpiration  for  a  more  fortunate  pe- 
nod  In  default  of  this  Nobleman,  who,  notwith- 
itanding  all  his  aufterity,  was  in  fome  refpefts  well 
calculated  for  the  advancement  of  their  fyftem  by 
his  religious  views,  and  his  conneflion  with  the 
Clergy, fo  zealous  in  fupport  of  the  Chancellor’s  plans 
they  contented  themfelves  with  the  Marquifs  de 
Monteynard,  a  weak  man,  of  no  great  merit  in  his 
profeflion,  and  very  ignorant  in  every  other  refpeft 
but  who  at  leaft,  had  neither  the  abilities  nor  the  re- 
foltiuon  to  thwart  them.  They  were  fure  of  the  Duke 
de  la  Vrilliere,  who  had  fo  many  reafons  to  dread 
the  Apparitions  *,  and  like  wife  of  iVI,  Bertin,  a  man  of 
low  cunning,  whofe  condudf,  when  he  was  Comptrol¬ 
ler-General,  had  announced  his  inclination  to  defpo- 
tiim.  Finally,  the  Abbe  Terrai,  above  all,  could 
not  but  oppofe,  with  his  utmoft  ftrength,  a  repeal 
which  would  be  fcarce  lefs  fatal  to  himfelf  than  to 
M.  deMaupeou. 

d  he  Chancellor  having  nothing  to  fear  on  the  part 
of  the  Miniftry,  was  employed  in  determining,  by  de¬ 
grees,  the  fupprefled  Magiftrate*  to  appear#to  ac- 
quie fee  in  his  operation,  by  accepting  the  reimburfe- 
ment  of  their  expences.  He  imagined,  indeed,  that 
the  length  of  the  exile,  the  inconvenience  of  the 
places,  and  the  fear  of  lofing  the  profits  of  their  of¬ 
fices,  would  have  an  effedt  upon  many  ;  he  knew  that 

*  Revenans,  an  expreffion  then  ufed  for  the  Parliaments,  as 
it  had  before  been  applied  to  the  Jefuits. 
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feveral  of  them  waited  only  tor  an  example,  and 
caufed  it  to  be  given  by  the  Chief  of  the  Company. 

M,  d’A-lGre,  who  ought  to  have  held  out  to  the  la  11, 
was  the  fir  ft  to  fign  his  refignation,  to  receive  the 
reimburfement  of  his  appointment,  and  to  appear  at 
the  Chancellor’s.  The  tear  of  confinement,  which 
the  latter  threatened  him  with,  avarice,  and  the  de- 
fire  of  participating  again  in  the  pleafures  of  Paris, 
were  the  powerful  motives  which  determined  him* 

T  he  Great  Bench  foon  followed  his  example,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  the  Counfellors  imitated  them  ; 
thefe  naturally  drew  after  them  all  the  Parliaments 
of  the  provinces.  One  circumftance  particularly 
flattered  this  modern  reformer  of  the  judicature  ; 
this  was  to  fee  Mar  Aval  Briffac,  that  knight-errant  of  . 
a  ramantic  turn,  worthy  of  the  times  of  ancient  chi¬ 
valry,  become  low  and  mean  by  dint  of  ambition, 
take  the  oath  as  Governor  of  Paris,  before  the  Sieur 
de  Sauvigny,  and  appear  without  ilia  me  before  an  il¬ 
legal  tribunal,  reprobated  by  the  Princes,  by  part  of 
the  Dukes  and  Peers,  and  by  the  moth  numerous  and 
moft  refpedlable  part  of  the  nation.  But  the  defec¬ 
tion  of  the  Princes,  which  happened  a  year  after, 
was  (till  a  much  greater  triumph  to  M.  de  Mau- 

peou.  •,  > 

Thefe  Princes  were  known  to  be  fo  effeminate  and 
fervile,  that  their  proteft  had  been  read  with  afto- 
ni  foment.  Not  that  this  compofition  had  given  any 
kind  of  fatisfaelion  ■  on  the  contrary  it  was  tedious, 
diffufe,  perplexed,  full  of  law  terms,  and  written  in 
a  harfo  and  barb  rous  ftiie  ;  and  would  lefs  have 
been  taken  for-  the  expreflion  of  the  fentiment  of  the 
generous  Chiefs  of  a  frank  and  loyal  nation,  than  for 
the  a£t  of  chicanery  of  fome  fubtle  lawyer,  endea¬ 
vouring  to  ie  down  the  client,  whole  probity  he  is 
indoubt  of*,  it  is  afferted,  that  this  was  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  the  perfons  who  drew  it  up  ;  who,  taking 
advantage  or  this  inftant  of  energy  in  thofe  auguft 
perfonages,  had  thus  confined  them  as  rm  ch  as  they 
could,  in  order  to  make  it  almoft  impoffible  for  them 


*  See  Englifh  Spy. 
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to  retract  ;  by  caufing  them  previoufly  to  protefl 
againft  their  own  prefence  in  this  lingular  mode  of 
exprelhon  ;  if  our  bodies  could,  be  thus  far  conftrained  % 
they  would  otherwife  have  fuffered  them  to  go,  and 
would  even  have  excited  them  to  repair  to  the'  Bed 
of  Jultice,  and  to  fpeak  there  with  the  firmnefs  which 

became  them  ;  a  proceeding  folemn,  authentic,  and 

calculated  to  direct  the  feveral  courts  of  the  nation, 
and  to  ferve  them  as  a  center  of  re-union.  The' 
fears  of  the  authors  of  the  proteft  proved  to  be  well 
founded,  inafmuch  as  it  was  attended  with  no  confe- 
quences  on  the  part  of  the  Princes.  The  Parliaments 
having  even  written  to  them,  to  know  whether  the 
printed  pamphlet,  difiributed  in  their  name,  was 
acknowledged  by  them,  they  fhuffled,  and  returned 
only  a  vague  and  embarraffed  anfwer;  upon  which 
the  Court  could  have  no  dependence,  and  confe- 
quently  could  take  no  vigorous  fteps. 

M.  de  Maupeou  was  not  ignorant  of  their  charac¬ 
ter  ;  he  was  very  certain  that  in  time  he  fliould  de¬ 
tach  them  from  the  patriotic  party  ;  with  this  view 
he  fir  ft  endeavoured  to  raife  their  fears,  and  deter¬ 
mined  his  Majefty  to  fhew  his  indignation  by  banifh- 
ing  them.  The  marriage  of  the  Count  of  Provence 
was  even  celebrated  without  them.  Count  Clermont 
was  ftill  alive  ;  he  was  ill,  and  unable  to  go  out,  fo 
that  the  conferences  had  been  holden  at  his  houfe, 
and  the  a£t  drawn  up  there.  He  had  not  hitherto 
been  thought  capable  of  fuch  refinance,  and  of  fuch 
courage,  as  the  prefent  dangers  of  the  State,  and 
his  own  fituation,  required,  it  was  this  Prince,  how¬ 
ever,  who,  facrificing  what  was  mod  dear  to  him, 
fet  the  example  to  others,  and  efpecially  to  the 
Prince  of  Conde  his  nephew,  whom  he  retrained  as 
long  as  he  lived.  Count  Clermont  had  received 
every  thing  he  pofTefled  from  the  bounties  of  the 
King,  and  had  been  brought  up  with  his  Majefty  ; 
who  honoured  him  with  a  particular  friendfhip,  He 
died  almoft  without  affiflance,  deprived  of  that 
friendfliip  fo  far,  that  Lewis  XV.  did  not  deign  to 
make  any  inquiries  after  his  health.  But  if  he  loll  the 
good  graces  of  his  niafter,  he  was  thoroughly  indem¬ 
nified 
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nified  by  the  good-will  of  the  nation,  and  by  the 
tears  they  fhed  upon  his  tomb. 

After  the  death  of  the  uncle,  M.  de  Maupeou  flat¬ 
ter  ed  himfelf  that  he  could  more  eafily  feduce  the 
nephew,  knowing  him  to  be  ambitious :  he  knew 
that  the  Count  d’Artois,  the  third  fon  of  France  to 
be  married,  had  an  inclination  for  Mudemoi fells ,  and 
caufed  it  to  be  infmuated  to  him  by  crafty  emiffaries, 
that  this  was  the  time  to  draw  near  to  the  Court,  and 
to  make  an  advantage  of  the  paffion  of  the  young 
Prince,  before  any  Ioreign  Princefs  fhould  be  pro- 
pofed  for  him.  Eighteen  months  (till  palled  before 
the  negotiation  fucceeded  ;  but  the  want  of  money 
beginning  to  be  felt,  was  another  powerful  motive 
reprefented  to  him,  and  infilled  upon,  particularly 
by  the  people  of  the  houfehold  of  his  Highnefs,  who 
were  tired  of  receiving  neither  money  nor  favours.. 
At  length  the  Chancellor  had  the  fatisfaclion  to  read 
a  letter  of  fubmiffion  to  the  King,  written  n 
by  the  Prince  of  Conde  and  the  Duke  of  ^ jec * 

Kourbon.  The  latter,  though  married,  was  *772* 

yet  only  a  child.  The  profped  of  the  blue  riband, 
of  which  he  had  been  difappointed  at  an  age  when 
tne  Princes  of  the  blood  are  decorated  with  it,  was 
the  frivolous  bauble  which  influenced  him. 

The  Dukes  of  Orleans  and  Chartres  foon  followed 
this  example.  The  fir  ft  was  prompted  by  a  woman 
of  quality,  afpiring  -to  the  honour  of  fucceeding  the 
firft  Princefs  of  the  blood.  Madame  de  Montefloij 
had  kept  this  projeft  in  view  for  feveral  years,  and 
this  was  the  lady  employed  by  M.  de  Maupeou,  who 
was  10  well  (killed  in  availing  himfelf  of  every  mode 
of  corruption.  He  gave  her  to  underhand,  that  the 
return  of  her  lover  to  Court,  by  her  perfuafions^ 
would  be  the  heft  method  of  acquiring  the  King’s 
xavour,  at  lead  of  gaining  over  the  Countefs  Du- 
barri,  who  might  Support  her  pretenfions  with  his 
Majefty.  The  Prince  of  Conti  only  remained  un- 
(haken:  and  did  not  repent  of  it,  inafmuch  as  by 
this  behaviour  he. moire  effectually  attraded  the  au 
tention  of  the- nation,  and  became  their  idol.  It  is 
afferted,  that  t-hofe  abominable  verfes  were  comoo 
v  °  l.  IV.  K  fed 
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fed  at  Court,  in  which  he  was  reprefented  with  a 
whip  in  his  hand,  chaftizing  the  other  Princes,  who 
had  degraded  and  debafed  themfelves,  and  were  be¬ 
come  the  (port  of  the  Chancellor,  and  the  agents  of 
defpotifm. 

There  only  remained  the  protefting  Peers,  who, 
from  the  beginning,  had  not  much  alarmed  the  Chan¬ 
cellor,  lince  he  had  not  even  deigned  to  baniih  them. 
The  manner  in  which  they  had  proteued,  merely  by 
feparate  writings,  depoiited  in  the  hands  of  notaries, 
from  whence  they  might  withdraw  them  whenever 
they  chofe,  already  announced  their  pusillanimity. 
Accordingly,  they  had  always  remained  at  Court, 
about  the  King’s  perfon,  and  in  the  functions  of  their 
'  offices.  Some  of  them  only  had  been  deprived  of 
their  governments,  from  the  fear  that  they  might  not 
fulfil  with  fufficient  zeal  the  commiffions  they  might 
be  intruded  with,  as  being  repugnant  to  their  way  of 
thinking.  Befides,  the  ecclefiaftical  Peers,  and  the 
majority  of  the  others,  favoured  the  operation.  The 
Archbifhop  of  Paris  had  been  fent  to  officiate  before 
the  new  Parliament,  and  we  have  mentioned  the 
Duke  de  Briffac’s  appearing  there  as  a  vaffal,  with¬ 
out  a  fword,  and  taking  the  oath.  But  neither  of 
them  had  been  inftailed,  or  had  taken  their  feats 
there,  fo  that  the  title  of  Court  of  Peers  was  thill 
refufed  to  them.  '1  he  King  himfelf  with  his  ufual 
inconfitfency,  Ihewed  no  great  confideration  for  this 
tribunal,  which  he  did  not  look  upon  as  his  own, 
but  as  that  of  M.  de  Maupeou.  This  Minifter  was 
little  concerned  at  this  obftacle  ;  he  was  fenfible  that 
he  might  avail  himfelf  of  the  fame  indifference,  to 
induce  his  matter  to  take  a  ftep,  which  he  was  watch¬ 
ing  the  proper  opportunity  to  propofe  .He  had  other 
powerful  coadjutors  in  the  Royal  Family,  and  Ma¬ 
dame  Louife  was  undoubtedly  the  moft  a&ive  among 
them. 

'Phis  Princefs,  much  beloved  by  her  auguft  father 
—who,  after  having  oppolcd  her  retreat  for  a  long 
time,  had  at  length  confented  to  it — was  become 
the  dearer  to  him  on  that  account.  Tired  of  the 
wearifomenefs  of  the  Court,  ihe  had  taken  the  re- 
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folution  apparently  to  forfake  the  world,  in  order 
to  diine  more  conlpicuoufly  in  it  ;  not  that  fhe  had 
formed  any  defign  of  this  kind ;  on  the  contrary, 
fhe  really  luppoled  that  ill e  was  obeying  a  fuperna- 
tural  vocation,  while  Hie  was  only  following  the  im¬ 
pure  of  a  redlefs  mind,  fatigued  and  tormented  with 
its  own  inutility  ;  and  the  King,  who  was  not  aware 
of  this  peculiar  turn  of  ambition,  feeing  nothing 
more  in  his  daughter  than  a  nun,  taken  up  with  the 
charms  of  an  afcetic  life,  often  vifited,  and  intruded 
her  with  his  fecret  thoughts.  The  Chancellor  was 
apprized  of  all  the  advantage  he  might  reap  from 
this  intimacy.  Ry  the  infinuations  of  the  grave  per- 
fonages  who  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  that  Princefs, 
he  had.  wrought  upon  her  ruling  pafiion.  She  had 
been  given  to  underhand,  that  it  was  for  the  interefk 
of  Heaven  that  die  fhould  favour  the  work  of  M.  de 
Maupeou,and  that  die  fhould  put  herfelf  at  the  head 
Oi  the  party,  in  order  to  govern  the  religion  of  France, 
So  powerful  a  motive  had  determined  her  to  accede 
to  thefe. fuggedions,  which  were  fo  conformable  to 
her  inclination  •  and,  thinking  die  could  do  nothing 
more  agreeable  to  God,  than  to  concur  in  the  extir* 
pation  of  the  ancient,  and  in  the  profperityof  the  new 
iVlagidracy,  die  had  the  total  completion  of  the  revo¬ 
lution  as  much  at  heart  as  the  author  of  it.  It  is 
adbited,  that  the  latter,  the  better  to  impofe  upon 
this  zealous  novice,  refpecting  his  religious  views, 
had  by  an  abominable  deceit,  invoked  the  affidance 
of  the  HolyGhod,  in  her  prefence,  by  partaking  of 
the  mod  awful  of  all  Myderies  ;  and  that  from  time 
to  time  he  renewed  this  hypocritical  farce.  How- 
ever  this  may  be,  he  thus  contrived  to  unite  in  his 

favour  the  powers  of  heaven  and  hell,  and  to  infure 

th.®  concurrence  of  vice  and  virtue,  of  the  King’s 


mi  fere fs,  and  of  his  augud  daughter. 
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conflict  of  fa£hons  with,  which  the  Court  of  the 
ormer  was  agitated,  his  was  fonietimes  forced  m 
yield,  he  had  kept  a  refource  in  the  condant  iupport 
of  the  latter  which  was  affured  to  him,  bv  all  thole 
Who  Grounded  Madame  Louife,  interefted  in  the 
railing  oi  las  edifice.  Certainly  with  fo  little  de- 
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iicacy  in  the  means,  it  was  not  poflible  to  difplay 
greater  ability  in  his  conduCt.  Every  circumftance 
was  propitious  to  the  Chancellor  ;  he  faw  his  train 
mcrealed  even  by  his  enemies.  The  Council  was 
filled  with  members  who  had  accepted  the  reim- 
burlement  of  their  places,  and  the  molt  fanguine  pa- 
triots  began  to  defpair  of  the  public  weal  ;  when  an 
event,  which  he  had  no  realon  fo  foon  to  apprehend, 
overthrew  his  work  and  himfelf.  The  better  to 
conceive  this  happinefs,  let  us  take  a  review  of 
what  was  palling  at  this  period  in  the  feveral  de¬ 
partments  ;  let  us  fee  into  what  a  degree  of  low  de¬ 
bauchery  Lewis  XV.  was  plunged,  and  how  much 
negleCl  and  contempt  he  experienced,  as  well  from 
foreigners  as  from  his  own  people. 

The  capacity  of  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  for  foreign 
affairs  could  not  be  called  in  queition,  and  yet  it 
was  not  without  difficulty  that  he  had  acquired  fome 
confideration  in  that  department.  The  Courts  of 
Vienna  and  Madrid  faw  him  with  reluctance  filling  a 
poft  to  which  their  willies  were  inceffantly  recalling 
the  Duke  de  Choifeul.  In  all  probability,  had  he 
been  in  adminiftration,  the  Emperor  would  never 
have  taken  a  part  in  the  divilion  of  Poland  ;  an  aCt 
not  lefs  difgraceful  to  the  Sovereigns  who  accom- 
pliilied  it,  than  to  thole  who  remained  the  filent  and 
unadtive  fpe&ators.  It  is  no  part  of  our  plan  to 
enter  into  the  detail  and  difcuftion  of  this  incredible 
event  ,*  but  merely  to  obferve  how  much  the  Court 
of  France  was  become  inlignificant  and  deipiled  by 
other  nations  ;  fmce,  without  fear  of  its  refentment, 
the  reciprocally  dividing  Powers  did  not  begin  to 
communicate  their  treaty  to  the  former,  till  after  the 
execution  of  it. 

There  had  been  no  Minifters  for  a  long  time  at 
War  fa  w ;  where,  the  AmbalTador  having  more  cre¬ 
dit  than  the  King,  France  would  only  have  aCted  a 
fubaltern  part,  incompatible  with  her  dignity.  Her 
Minifters  in  the  neighbouring  Courts  did  indeed, 
give  indirect  intelligence  of  what  was  palling,  but 
the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  paid  little  attention  to  it  ; 
whether  it  were  that  he  could  not  give  credit  to  a 
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convention  fo  difficult  to  be  brought  about,  or  whe¬ 
ther  he  were  convinced  that  his  mailer,  preferring 
his  tranquillity  to  his  glory,  would  be  very  well 
pleafed  at  having  efcaped  the  trouble  ot  interfering 
in  a  negociation,  which  could  not  poliibly  be  pre¬ 
vented  without  fliewing  a  degree  01  firmne  fs  to  which 
he  was  more  than  ever  inadequate.  1  his  caufed 
him  to  be  accuied  oi  negligence,  and  injured  him  in 
the  opinion  of  Lewis  X\  .  who,  recollecting  drat  he 
had  been  the  pacifier  or  Europe,  and  comparing  that 
exalted  character  with  the  abject  one  lie  was  now 
made  to  ail  nine,  exclaimed  with  forrow  ;  Alas  /  if 
Choi fe ill  had  been  here ,  this  nvould  not  hieve  happened. 
This  exclamation  was  only  the  momentary  effort  of 
a  mind  which  formerly  had  had  fome  iiiare  oi  eleva¬ 
tion  ;  and  which  toon  funk  again  into  its  abjebt 
Rate.  Lewis  XV.  forgot,  in  the  arms  of  his  miftreis, 
all  the  bitternefs  of  this  fatal  intelligence  ;  and, 
being  reconciled  with  his  Mini  tier  by  the  mediation 
of  Madame  Dubarri,  did  not  receive  him  lefs  gra- 
cioufly  the  next  day. 

The  revolution  ot  Stockholm-—  the  ac«  20  Aug 
count  of  which  is  equally  toreign  to  our 
plan,  but  which  was  executed  under  the  aufpices  of 
E'rance — made  a  fortunate  diverlion,  and  proved, 
that  under  another  Monarch,  and  in  lets  difficult  cir- 
cumftances,  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  might  have  fup- 
ported  the  dignitv  of  the  government. 

The  prefent  Kins  of  Sweden,  while  he  was  only 

■D  ,  _  1  _  • 

Prince  Royal,  came  to  France  precisely  at  the  time 
of  the  troubles  of  the  Magistracy.  He  had  been  a 
witnefs  of  the  corruption  and  meannefs  of  the  Court, 
as  well  as  of  the  depredation  ot  the  finances,  and  he 
had  feen  the  neceflity  cf  not  fuffering  the  fubfidies 
due  to  the  Monarch  his  father  to  remain  any  longer 
in  arrears.  The  Miniftry  for  foreign  affairs  being 
at  that  time  vacant,  he  had  been  obliged  to  treat 
immediately  with  Lewis  XV.  he  had  admired  at  once 
his  fagacity  and  his  tade  for  trifles,  although  he 
likewife  employed  himfelf  in  amufements  of  a  higher 
nature.  One  day,  after  having  converfed  with  him 
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upon  political  matters,  that  Prince  gave  him  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  curious  feeds,  which  he  had  gathered  at 
J  rianon  with  his  royal  hands,  and  commiffioned 
mm  to  make  a  prefent  of  them  to  the  famous  Lin¬ 
naeus,  who  was  ft  ill  alive,  firft  phyfician  to  the 
King  of  Sweden,  and  of  fuperior  fkill  in  botany. 
This  attention  would  undoubtedly  have  made  the 
Prince  Royal  conceive  a  high  idea  of  the  exercifes 
of  Levy  is  XV.  and  ot  his  tafte  for  the  fcLnces,  if 
he  had  not  had  occafion  to  obferve,  from  the  little 
confederation  his  Majefiy  had  for  the  men  of  learning 
in  his  kingdom,  that  his  only  view  was  to  amufe 
himfelf  and  to  kill  time. 

_  j  Prince  Royal,  in  the  converfations  he  had 
wito  the  King,  had  founded  him  with  refpedt  to  the 
revelation  he  meditated  in  Sweden,  in  order  to  refeue 
tO;'t  kingdom  from  the  ftate  of  anarchy  it  was  ip, 
and  to  overthrow  and  fubdue  the  arifocratic  power" 
Ty  re-eftabliflung  in  ail  its  force  the  antient  liber ty 
of  the  people,  and  of  the  Prince,  whom  the  Senate 
had  equally  enflaved.  Pie  had  made  the  Monarch 
underhand  the  intereft  which  France  had  in  this, 
by  ^Lengthening  her  ally,  which  might  be  ufeful  to 
her,  in  the  affairs  of  the  North,  in  proportion  to  its 
power.  When  this  young  Prince  afcended  the 
throne,  he  purfued  the  execution  of  his  defign  with 
fill  greater  ardour;  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  had 
adopted  it;  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  Ambaffador 
Lorn  imar.ee  to  that  Court,  was  fenc  there  as  a  per- 
fon  well  calculated,  by  his  experience  and  by  his 
conn  fie  Is  to  diredl  the  Monarch.  1  roops  were  to 
arrive  there  with  warlike  Lores,  and  efpecially  a 
great  deal  of  money  to  bribe  the  Chiefs.  The  firm- 
nefs  of  the  young  Monarch  had  fupplied  the  place  of 
all  thefe  fuccours  ;  and,  having  leized  the  favour¬ 
able  infant,  he  had  forefalled  the  appointed  period, 
and  in  the  fpace  of  fifty  four  hours  had  caft  off  the 
fhackle-s,  and  re-affumed  the  reins  of  empire,  in  the 
manner  they  had  been  guided  by  Guftavus  Adolphus, 
and  as  they  had  been  directed  till  the  year  1680. 

1  he  Duke  d’Aiguilion,  in  order  to  affume  fome 
confequence,  as  loon  as  the  news  ot  the  anticipated 
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revolution  arrived,  had  caufed  the  department  for 
foreign  Affairs  to  print  with  difpatch  a  circumftantial 
narrative  of  all  that  had  happened  in  Sweden,  irom 
the  igth  to  the  2  1  ft  of  Auguft  An  infinite  number 
of  copies  were  diftributed  gratis  ;  and  he  received 
congratulations  upon  this  event,  as  it  he  ia  een 
the  real  author  ot  it  ;  this  circumftance  re  ec  e  a 
kind  of  luftre  upon  his  admimftrauon,  and  gained 
him  a  degree  of  influence  with  the  foreign  Ambaiia- 
dors,  and  efpecially  with  that  ot  Spain,  who  had  be¬ 
fore  refufed  to  tranfad  buftnefs  with  him.  His  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty,  feeing  all  his  hofttle  projects  againlt 
the  Englifh  overthrown,  could  not  but  be  diffatished 
with  him  for  this,  as  alto  tor  the  mortifications  he^ 
experienced  from  his  rivals  ;  who  took  advantage  ot 
their  bein?  certain  of  the  difpolitions  ot  the  1  rench 
Monarch,  which  partook  dill  .more  of  apathy  than 
of  peace  The  Duke  d'Aiguillon,  to  maintain  him- 
felf  in  place, was  fo  well  convinced  of.  the  neceffuy 
ot  avoiding  all  altercations  with  thole  Danders,  tnat 
dreading  the  pradices  of  the  Count  de  Guignes,  his 
Majefty  s  AmbafTador  at  London — a  creature  of  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul,  entirely  devoted  to  his  party,  and 
for  thatreafon  capable  of  intriguing  and  caballing  to 
difturb  the  harmony  that  lubfifted  between  tnc 
Courts — he  favoured  the  accufation  of  his  Secretary 
againlt  him,  and  obliged  him  to  return,  to  plead 
his  caufe  in  council  againlf  this  dependent. 

But  the  circumftance  that  had  particularly  flat¬ 
tered  the  King,  and  increafed  the  credit  of  the  Duke 
d’Aiguillon,  was  the  dexterity  with  which  he  had 
engaged  the  Princes,  at  their  return  to  Court,  to 
vifit  the  Countefs  Dubarri,  and  to  pay  their  reipeds 
to  her.  It  mu  ft  not  be  imagined,  that,  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  bring  about  this  reconciliation,  he  had 
different  views  from  the  Chancellor  ;  and  that  he 
had  thoughts  of  uniting  himfell  vith  them,  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  re-eftablilhment  of  the  Parliament.  Thefe 
infinuations  were  fuggefted  in  fome  fatirical  pamph¬ 
lets  of  the  time,  which  affeded  a  great  deal  of  con¬ 
federation  tor  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  ;  not  that  the  au¬ 
thors  of  them  had  really  any  faith  in  his  converfton, 
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Jut  it  is  probable  that  their  policy  was  to  fow  the 
•eeds  ot  difcord  between  thefe  two  perfons,  and  to 
excite  them  reciprocally  to  deftroy  each  other.  In 
ac  ,  they  were  not  upon  good  terms  j  the  infinu- 
an  imperious  turn  ot  M.  de  Maupeou  could 
p,  ?0n.cI  iate  itfelf  for  a  confiderable  time  with  that 
or  ms  rival:  who  was  not  long  before  he  thwarted 
;Ura’  ?nd  kept  him  away  from  the  Court  of  the 
uourite-  but  this  was  only  to  prevent  him  from 
acquiring  too  much  fway,  and  not  to  deftroy  his 

U,°  y/hlch  conftituted  the  fecurity  and  tranquillity 
ot  the  Minifters.  ^  7 

BTdes,  the  Duke  dAiguillon  was  too  implacable 
;in  enemy  t0  bring  about  the  return  of  the  Magis¬ 
trates  ;  tor  this  reiteration  might  be  attended  with 
mta  confequences :  it  would  have  been  the  means 
-reviving  the  cabal  oi  the  Choifeuls,  the  remains 
2*  Whl£">  on  the  contrary,  he  purfued  with  animo- 
3Uy*  ;Jhe  diiguft  which  the  Baron  de  Breteuil  re- 
ceived  who  was  appointed  to  the  embafly  of  Vi¬ 
cuna,  but  who  could  not  go,  and  was  fucceeded  bv 
"  ri,nce  Lewis— was  attributed  to  the  Baron’s  at¬ 
tachment  to  that  party.  The  affair  of  the  Baflille, 

30 1/1  Aup.  t0°b  Ls  rife  in  the  fpirit  of  revenge. 

6  ^  i  he  neceftity  of  puniiliing  fome  factious 
perlons,  who  were  endeavouring  to  foment  diftentions 
in  Germany,  the  feeds  of  a  future  war,  ferved  for  a 
pretence.  A  Sieur  Dumourier,  a  young  officer  full 
of  wit  and  talents,  formerly  fent  into  Poland  by  M. 
Je  Choifeul,  was  accufed  of  continuing  a  character 
with  which  he  was  no  longer  invefted.  Pie  was  ar« 
refted  at  Hambourg,  and  brought  to  the  Baftilie, 
to  which  place  Ills  correfpondents  in  Paris  were  alfo 
conducted  ;  and,  the  matter  being  traced  up  to 
Count  Broglio,  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  made  his  Ma- 
jefty  fenfible  of  the  neceftity  of  banifhing  that 
Nobleman,  who  was  appointed  Ambaflador  Extra¬ 
ordinary  to  go  to  meet  the  future  Countefs  d’Artois. 
He  had  afked  permiftion  to  go  as  far  as  Turin,  from 
Vvhich  the  Minifter  concluded  that  the  Count,  a 
turbulent  and  adtive  man,  wanted  to  intrigue  in 
that  Court  againft:  him.  An  infolent  letter  which 

he 
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he  received  from  him  rendered  the  affair  more  ieri- 
ous  ;  and  his  difgrace  was  reiolved  upon.  1  he  King 
did  not  the  lefs  admit  him  to  the  party  of  Choily,  to 
which  he  had  invited  him  ;  he  had  the  honour  to 
eat  with  him,  and  to  make  his  party  at  backgammon  ; 
and,  at  his  return  to  Paris,  he  received  a  letter  from 
his  Majefty,  which  commanded  him  to  repair  to  Ruf- 
fec.  This  occafioned  the  Duke  de  Choifeul,  who 
was  acquainted  with  all  the  pretentions  of  this  am¬ 
bitious  man  to  fay  with  pleafantrv  : — /  always  blew 
him  to  be  a  weak* headed  man ,  one  who  does  things  the 
wrong  way.  He  has  taken  the  Mtnijfry  by  the  tail  f 
The  Duke  d’Aiguillon  would  fain  have  availed  him- 
felf  of  his  influence  to  reft  ore  his  good  friends  the  Je- 
fuits ;  they  had  a  glimpfe  of  hope  ;  they  appeared 
again  with  impunity  ;  they  were  employed  by  the 
Biiliops  in  the  apoftoiic  labours  ;  the  pulpits  and 
confeflionals  were  full  of  them  ;  they  even  infmuat- 
ed  themfelves  in  the  education  of  youth,  from  which 
they  had  been  exprefsly  excluded;  they  conducted 
the  journals,  and  periodical  writings,  which  deter¬ 
mine  the  judgment  of  the  multitude  with  refpedt  to 
compofltions,  opinions,  and  events,  d  hey  were  fub- 
alterns  in  the  Miniftry,  and  fome  of  them  occupied 
pods  even  in  the  Diplomatic  body.  A  general  uni¬ 
on  was  again  eftablifhed  between  them  ;  they 
correfponded  with  each  other,  not  only  from  one 
end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other,  but  from  both  the 
extremities  of  the  univerfe.  Unfortunately,  the  Minif- 
ters  of  France  and  Spain,  at  Rome,  did  not  co¬ 
operate  with  this  toleration  ;  they  purfued  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  Company  with  indefatigable  ardour, 
and,  taking  advantage  of  the  afeendant  they  had  ob¬ 
tained  over  the  Holy  Father,  they  at  length  ex¬ 
torted  that  Bull,  which  policy  had;  made  Ganganelli 
promife  to  iflue,  in  order  to  obtain  the  Papal  Crown, 
and  which  that  fame  policy  ought'  to  have  prevented 
him  from  figning.  His  Majefty,  to  teftify  his  fatisfac- 
tion,  earned  Avignon,  and  the  county  of  Venaiftin, 
to  be  returned  to  his  Holinefs. 

Such  are  the  principal  events  which  form  the 
picture  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  Duke  d’Aiguil- 
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Ion  ;  which  would  have  been  tolerably  well  filled  up 
during  the  three  years  of  his  Miniftry,  if  the  reverfe 
did  not  prefent  to  our  view  the  difgraceful  ineafures 
he  employed  to  maintain  himfelf  in  power; — if  we 
did  not  behold  in  it  his  mean  fervility  to  Madame 
Dubarri,  a  fervility  which  he  forced  the  Dutchefs  his 
wife  to  concur  in  ; — if  he  had  not  lowered  his  dicr. 
nity  fo  far,  as  to  iufter  himfelf  to  be  abufed  by  the 
roues*  who  furrounded  the  favourite,  by  all  thofe 
Dubarris,  who  were  for  ever  reproaching  him  with 
the  obligations  he  had  to  them,  and  required,  in  re¬ 
turn,  an  abfolute  dependence  from  him  ; — if,  conti¬ 
nuing  the  fame  meafures  he  had  employed  in  his 
government,  and  being  now  able  to  make  a  more 
extenfive  ufe  of  them,  he  had  not  encouraged  fpies 
and  informers  ; — if,  violating  the  lecrets  of  the  poll 
of  the  Stare,  of  which  his  place  made  him  mailer,  he 
had  not  carried  his  infamy  fo  far  as  to  make  public, 
to  keep  back,  and  fometimes  entirely  to  fupprefs 
letters  ; — if,  by  a  fearch  as  troublefome  as  it  was 
odious,  even  into  foreign  preffes,  he  had  not  forced 
truth,  which  was  ready  to  come  forth,  to  remain  in 
oblivion; — in  a  word,  if,  being  mafler  of  the  letters 
de  Cachety  he  had  not  multiplied,  ad  infinitum ,  this 
abufe  of  authority,  not  only  againft  any  perfon  who 
was  guilty,  but  even  who  was  fufpected  by  him. 
The  lall  of  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard,  which  he 
occafioned,  and  accelerated  by  means  of  his  pro- 
teclrefs,  in  order  to  enrich  himfelf  with  his  fpoils, 
was  the  laft  llroke  of  infamy  with  which  the  Duke 
d’Aiguillon  was  reproached;  who,  while  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  many  adts  of  iniquity,  was  fenfible  of 
the  neceflity  of  doing  fome  good,  and  of  acquiring 
creatures  by  that  means  ;  his  department  furnifhed 
him  with  few  occafions  of  difpenfing  favours  ;  he 
afpired  to  that  of  the  War,  as  the  bell  calculated  to 
fulfil  his  views. 

If  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard,  who  was  in  pof- 
feflion  ol  it,  had  not  {hewn  the  fame  refolution  as 
the  Count  du  Muy,  in  refufing  to  affociate  with  col- 

*  Perfons  fit  for  the  Gallows. 
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leagues  fo  much  difgraced,  he  could  not,  at  lealT,  be 
reproached  with  any  act  ot  infamy,  or  o  intrigue. 
He  had  not  the  lead  idea  of  his  promotion,  when  lie 
was  taken  from  his  fire-fide  at  Grenoble,  and  con- 
dufted  to  Verfailles:  whether  it  were  that  this  news 
did  not  infpire  him  with  any  joy,  or  w  he  tier  he  re- 
drained  himfelf,  he  received  it  with  fo  little  emoti¬ 
on,  that  none  of  the  bv-danders  tulpefted  the  event. 
He  was  indebted  for  it  to  the  Prince  otConde 
flattered  with  the  idea  of  creating  a  JYlimher,  and 
not  doubting,  befides,  that,  from  motives  ot  grati¬ 
tude,  the  Marquis  would  enter  into  his  fecret  views 
refpeding  the  poll  of  Grand  Matter  of  the  Ordon- 
nance  which  he  was  defirous  ot  having  re-ettabliih- 
ed  in  his  favour  The  difgrace  of  the  Princes,  by 
delaying  the  expectations  of  his  Highnels,  gave  the 
Marquis  time  to  adapt  himfelf  to  the  turn  of  the 
Court ;  and,  after  having  made  many  promites  to 
his  benefactor,  and  having  amufed  him  for  a  long 
time,  he  could  not  take  the  refolution  of  difmember- 
in<*  his  poft  fo  much,  and  kept  the  whole. 

°The  Prince  of  Conde  himfelf  was  fecretly 
prompted  by  a  more  artful  indigator,  the  Count  de 
Maillebois,  who  had  at  fird  excited  him  to  point 
out  the  Commandant  of  Dauphiny  to  his  Majedy. 
He  would  have  mentioned  himielf,  if  he  had  dared, 
for  he  had  gradually  drawn  nearer  to  the  Court  for 
fome  time  pad*-  With  this  view  he  had  infinuated 
himfelf  with  the  favourite,  being  fenfible  that  he 
never  could  have  fo  fair  an  opportunity.  T  he  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon  encouraged  him,  but 
he  was  not  yet  fufdciently  fixed.  The  tribunal  ot 
the  Marfhals  of  France,  the  remondrances  of  which 
he  dreaded,  was  in  higher  credit  at  that  time  than 
the  Parliament.  He  therefore  fird  conceived  the 
idea  of  founding  this  tribunal,  and,  by  caufing  a  mi¬ 
litary  man,  his  friend,  to  be  appointed  to  the  Mi¬ 
nidry,  was  in  hopes  of  entering  again  into  employ¬ 
ment.  If  he  could  attain  this  fird  poin%  having 
'  had  the  precaution  to  chufe  an  infignificant  man,  ot 
confined  talents,  and  little  ambition,  he  forefaw  the 
podibility  of  fupplanting  him  with  eafe,  and  of 
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bur»uf*n^  !'IS-  def‘Sn  by  this  oblique  and  tardy 
bu  more  certain  method.  Accordingly,  one  of  the 

Partment— on*  Secretarf  lor  the  War  de- 

Jeboi«  i  °"v'nced  ot  tlle  talents  of  Count  Mail- 
•-  bois  and  defirous  of  acknowledging  the  oblisra- 

Of  the  a"  ,thev.tuhree  places  0t'  Direcl°r  General 

i»vT  mS”"1 

Ti,/M,S,7-„frtcTZS 

tD°n  M,e.  ,natter’  and  prefented  a  Memorial  to  the 

,;r  *•»,  «*  in* 

if>  able  fo  them,  and  much  to  the  advantao-e  nf 

^  e  ^ccaled  i  although  it  had  its  effedt,  inaVrauch  as 
*e  was  removed  from  his  appointment.  Soon  after 

theTone/lT  Mai!lebois  obtained  the  command  of 

fee  bo^h  hi  f  CLaud  f‘nCe  that  time  h«  openly 
l,  n-  i  ,  s  JudSes  and  the  public  at  defiance.  This 
was  Hi  !  die  conlequence  of  the  firft  attempt  which 
did  no  honour  to  the  Minifter  P 

0„^d"a?d  •hin!fe,f  beUer  !n  0ther  Particulars. 

'  "  'ts  principal  objects  was  to  reduce  the  ex- 

peaces  ot  his  department,  carried  to  an  exceffive  de- 
giee  under  his  predeceffor.  He  endeavoured  to  re- 
i-ore  order  and  emulation  among  the  troops,  which 
were  abiolutely  deftroyed  under  the  defpotic  admi- 
mlliation  of  the  former  Minifter,  who,  by  difmiffions 
ncl  arbitrary  appointments,  had  fubverted  the  har¬ 
mony  of  the  feveral  corps.  He  put  a  ftop  to,  or 
iippreiTed,  thofe  oangerous  innovations  of  a  man  of 
urbu.ent  gen.us,  greedy  of  fame,  and  not  fcrupulous 
m  the  means  of  acquiring  it.  Defertion  was  fo  fre¬ 
quent,  that  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  had  eftabliflied  a 
c aain  of  polls  upon  the  frontiers,  which  produced  an 
expence  ot  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  livres  * 
per  annum.  M.  de  Monteynard  fupprefled  this  efta- 
DJiihment,  from  conviaion  that  good  treatment  would 
remedy  this  evil  more  effe&uall y  than  reftraint.  Be¬ 
rnes,  he  introduced  honorary  rewards,  calculated  to 
preferve  a  Hock  of  old  foldiers,  and  to  form  new 


*  Fifty  thoufand  pounds. 
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ones  ;  and  a  gradual  increafe  of  pay,  which,  at  that 
period,  formed  only  a  trifling  object  of  expence,  but 
which  might  one  day  become  very  burthenfome  ;  a 
circumftance  he  had  not  fufficiently  attended  to.  His 
change  of  the  militia  into  provincial  regiments,  and 
his  ordonnances  refpedting  thofe  regiments,  were 
very  well  judged.  By  forming  them  nearly  upon  the 
plan  of  the  antient  infantry,  the  number  , 

of  troops  was  immediately  augmented  in  ^ 
time  of  war  ;  the  abufes  that  had  been 
introduced  in  raifing  of  men,  and  com¬ 
pleting  the  regiments,  were  avoided  ;  the 
burthen  upon  the  people  was  diminiflied  ;  and  fub- 
je<5ls  were  preferved  for  agriculture.  Such  were  the 
advantages  obtained  under  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Marquis  de  Monteynard,  either  by  his  own  fuggef- 
tions,  or  thofe  of  his  advifers.  As  he  was  flow, 
heavy,  and  minute  in  bufmefs,  he  did  not  make  any 
great  progrefs,  which  contributed  not  a  little  to  dif- 
guft  Lewis  XV.  and  to  give  his  competitors  full  fcope 
againft  him  ;  for  he  was  fcarce  got  into  office,  when 
there  was  a  talk  of  difmiffing  him.  The  King,  how¬ 
ever,  who  faw  in  him  the  moil  honeft  man  among  his 
Minitfers,  ftrove  for  fome  time  againft  the  cabal.  It 
viufl  happen  at  laft ,  faid  he,  for  1  am  the  only  one  *wh& 
fupports  him  The  Court  Martial  of  the  Invalids  was 
the  circumftance  that  increafed  the  ftorm  againft  the 
Marquis  de  Monteynard.  His  intentions  were  good 
and  pure  ;  he  tried,  in  the  uprightnefs  of  his  heart, 
to  carry  a  feminizing  #eye  into  the  enormous  and  ha¬ 
bitual  depredations  which  were  pra&ifed  for  fome 
time  in  the  artillery.  They  had  begun  under  M.  de 
Choifeul,  and  had  confiderably  increafed  under 
favour  of  the  new  fyftem  adopted  in  that  branch. 
The  Duke’s  enemies,  in  hopes  of  finding  fome  op¬ 
portunity  of  inculpating  him  more  ferioufly,  and  of 
completing  his  deftrudtion,  excited  the  vigilance 
and  the  leverity  of  his  fucceftor.  A  General  officer, 
jealous  of  fthe  fuccefs  of  his  rivals,  of  feeing  the 
modern  principles  prevail  over  the  old  cuftoms, 
and  of  finding  himfelf  reduced  to  an  humiliating* 
ftate  of  inaction,  gratified  his  own  private  relent- 

ments^ 
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rnents,  and  covered  his  fecret  informations  under  the 
mafk  of  zeal  tor  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  and  for  the 
public  good. 

From  hence  arofe  that  Council  of  War,  fo  irregu¬ 
lar,  lo  capricious,  and  fo  monftrous  in  its  proceed¬ 
ings  ;  in  which  ignorance  and  prejudice  prevailed  — 
all  forms  were  violated  ; — liberty  of  defence  was  pro¬ 
hibited  to  the  accufed  ; — the  choice  of  Advocates 
was  prefcribed  ; — the  perfons  who  ventured  to  fay 
any  thing  in  their  favour  were  banifhed  ; — a  Court 
Martial,  finally,  in  which  that  incredible  fentence 
was  palled,  which,  while  it  condemned  an  officer  for 
having  prevaricated  in  his  duty' — for  having  had  the 
meannefs  to  favour  a  robbery  upon  the  King — for 
having  partaken  of,  and  having  been  connected  with 
the  author  of,  this  robbery,  yet  it  did  not  deprive 
him  of  his  mark  of  honour,  and  left  him  the  Ciofs  of 
St  Louis. 

The  obftinacy  of  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard,  in 
fupporting  this  work  of  iniquity,  and  in  refuling  to 
attend  to  all  the  means  that  were  taken  to  make  him 
acquainted  with  the  truth,  made  that  Minifter  lofe 
much  of  his  confideration,  not  only  with  the  corps  of 
artillery,  but  alfo  with  the  nation. 

His  connections  with  the  Chancellor — whofe  fyf- 
tem,  conformable  to  the  principles  of  the  military, 
he  had  adopted,  refpecting  the  paffive  and  abfolute 
obedience  due  to  the  will  of  the  Sovereign — were 
particularly  obferved  at  that  time,  inafmuch  as,  not 
being  actuated,  as  his  colleagues,  with  any  private 
fpirit  of  intrigue,  he  remained  conftantly  attached  to 
the  party  he  had  embraced,  and  was  the  only  man  in 
this  party,  when  the  general  ferment  was  raifed  in 
the  mid  it  of  the  Miniftry,  againft  M.  de  Maupeou. 
Although  a  dilpenfer  of  favours,  he  had  moreover 
attached  but  few  creatures  to  himfelt  ;  he  had  not 
had  thofe  fervile  attentions  for  the  Dubarris,  which 
they  could  have  wiflied,  and  it  is  therefore  not  fur- 
prizing  that  he  fhould  have  fallen. 

Lewis  XV.  in  difmifting  this  Minifter,  who  was  the 
laft  he  removed,  preterved  all  the  fmgularities  and 
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contradictions  of  his  charadler.  He  could  not,  as 
we  have  before  obferved,  entertain  a  doubt  of  the 
integrity  of  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard,  of  his  at¬ 
tachment  to  his  perfon,  or  of  his  defire  to  acquit  him- 
felf  of  the  duties  of  his  office  in  the  beft  manner  he 
could  ;  but  the  {form  the  nation  was  in  at  that  time 
occafioned  the  Monarch  to  (land  lefs  in  need  of  ho¬ 
ned  men,  than  daring  ones,  to  guide  the  helm,  and 
to  conceal  this  fatal  fpectacle  from  him.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  was  alarmed  at  the  injuftice  of  difmifiing 
one  of  his  bed  fervants,  when  he  fliould  have  encou- 
raged  him — of  punifhing,  indead  of  rewarding  him. 
The  virtue  of  the  Minider  kept  hisdifgrace  for  a  long 
time  in  fufpence.  Lewis  XV.  did  not  dare  to  fignify 
it  to  him,  and  therefore  took  the  refolution  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  difgud  him  by  mortifications.  One  day  the 
officer  having  given  notice  to  this  Secretary  of  State 
to  attend  the  Council — the  only  way  in  which  a  Mi¬ 
nider  is  fumrnoned — and  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard 
having  obeyed  the  fummons,  his  Majedy  fent  him 
away  in  a  fhameful  manner,  imputing  the  fault  to 
the  Officer,  who  was  turned  out.  Another  time,  the 
Marquis  de  Monteynard  having  come  to  tranfaft  bu- 
finefs  with  the  King,  his  Majedy  faid  to  him,  “  What 
“  are  you  come  for  ?  To  propofe  to  me  the  govern- 
u  ment  of  the  Military  School  for  Timbrun  ;  that  is 
“  done  j—  a  penfion  of  2,000  crowns  *  for  Madame 
“  Chauvelin  ;  granted.”  While  he  declared  to  him, 
in  this  manner,  the  feveral  favours  he  had  determined 
upon,  he  took  it  for  granted  that  they  were  all  in  that 
Minifter’s  portfolio,  and  difmiffed  him  without  fuf- 
fering  him  to  open  it. 

Lewis  XV.  reckoned  that  his  Minider  for  the  war 
department  would  be  fenfible  of  what  was  meant  by 
this  behaviour  j  but  whether  he  had  a  difficulty  in 
refigning  his  place— or  whether,  from  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  having  nothing  to  reproach  himfelf  with  he 
could  not  fuppofe  that  his  mader  really  wanted  to 
get  rid  of  him,  and  flattered  himfelf  he  fliould  regain 
his  credit— he  did  not  underfland  this  language,  "and 

*  Two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds. 
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remained  three  whole  months  in  office,  without  tranf- 
acting  any  bufinefs  with  the  King.  The  whole  city 
oi  Paris  refounded  with  his  approaching  difgrace  ;  he 
alone  appeared  to  be  ignorant  of  it.  As  the  feafon 
lor  new-year’s  gifts  was  then  at  hand,  the  fellers  of 
novelties — who,  among  the  trifling  things  for  the  new 
year,  often  treat  the  report  of  the  day  in  an  allego¬ 
rical  manner — contrived  lorne  fcreens  a  la  Monteynard  • 
that  is  to  fay,  which  fell  down  at  the  flighted  touch, 
and  rofe  up  again  of  themfelves  ;  an  ingenious  allu- 
fion  to  the  alternate  elevation  and  fall  of  this  Minif- 
ter,  who,  after  having  been  difgraced  in  all  compa¬ 
nies  for  a  week  together,  was  redored  and  difmided 
again.  At  length,  the  Duke  d’Aiguillon,  impatient 
ot  thefe  alternatives,  engaged  his  prote&refs  fo  ef¬ 
fectually  to  torment  her  augud  lover,  that  flie  made 
him  fign  the  letter  de  cachet ,  which  the  Duke  de  la 
Vrill  iere  was  immediately  commiffioned  to  notify  to 
the  Marquis  de  Monteynard.  His  people  even  were 
in  (o  much  expectation  of  this  event,  that  the  Swifs 
porter,  as  foon  as  he  faw  the  Duke,  could  not  avoid 

28  7a n  “  Monfeigneur,  1  fear  you  are  bring- 

^  ‘  ing  us  bad  news  f  to  which  the  Duke  anfwer- 

l774-  ec|?  without  mydery,“  You  are  in  the  right.” 
The  cruelty  of  banidiing  the  difgraced  Minider  had 
not  been  exercifed  ;  but  his  Majedy,  recollecting 
that  the  Marquis  de  Miffiac  had  appeared  before  him 
on  a  fimilar  occalion,  widied  to  avoid  the  fame  em-> 
barralfinent  ;  fo  that  the  order  fignified  a  prohibition 
to  M.  de  xMonteynard  to  come  into  his  prefence.  The 
Duke  d’Aiguillon  had  the  modedy,  at  fird,  only  to 
have  the  intermediate  filling  up  of  the  place  given  to 
him,  attended  with  a  compliment,  which  was  equi¬ 
valent  to  the  complete  appointment.  Lewis  XV.  in 
refigning  the  portfolio  to  him,  before  his  Courtiers, 
laid,  “  I  intrud  you  with  this,  till  I  find  fome  one 
i(  more  worthy  to  have  it :  but  I  own  to  you  I  am 
4<  nice.”  He  was  prefently  after  the  acknowledged 
Minider  ;  and  his  fird  audience  was  more  brilliant 
than  any  of  thofe  the  Duke  de  Choifeul  had  given 
in  the  fummit  of  his  glory* 


The 
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The  Secretary  of  State  charged  with  the  Naval 
department  had  not,  as  the  Marquis  de  Monteynard, 
the  advantage  of  being  chofen  from  the  corps  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  care.  He  was  even  very  ignorant  in 
this  branch,  when  his  Majefty  gave  him  the  appoint¬ 
ment  :  but  he  flattered  himfell,  in  imitation  of  his 
predeceflbr,  that  he  fhould  loon  become  an  adept  in 
the  bufmefs,  and  that  his  fagacity  would  lupply  the 
place  of  knowledge.  Fie  conducted  himfelf  at  firi: 
with  tolerable  circumfped'tion  ;  as  a  young  pupil,  he 
took  mailers  in  the  feveral  elements  o f  the  branch  he 
meant  to  conduct  ;  he  lent  for  an  ancient  Firfl  Clerk 
of  the  new  offices  over  which  he  preflded,  and  got 
the  better  of  the  diflike  which  that  experienced  per- 
lon  had  to  give  him  his  advice.  It  is  true  he  foon 
threw  off  his  leading-firings.  M.  de  Boifnes  had  a 
fpiric  of  innovation  little  confident  with  the  turn  of 
the  perfon  whom  he  coni ul ted,  and  who  being,  by 
his  age  and  principles,  attached  to  the  ordinance  of 
Lewis  XIV.  the  Minifter  pretended  that  he  was  of 
the  old  Navy,  and  confined  him  to  the  examination 
of  accounts.  He  chofe,  to  fecond  him  in  his  projects, 
a  man  whofe  charafter  was  analogous  to  his  own. 
This  man  was  named  Boux,  an  officer  in  the  fervice 
of  the  Company,  fon  to  a  mechanic  of  Rochefort, 
who,  by  his  merit,  had  been  promoted  through  the 
feveral  fleps,  and  who  had  at  length  entered  into  the 
Royal  Navy,  in  the  rank  of  lieutenant  of  a  fhip. 
This  Boux,  endowed  with  natural  talents,  of  a  lively 
imagination,  and  a  mathematical  preciflon  in  his 
ideas,  fpoke  with  facility,  though  without  learning 
or  education,  and  though  he  could  not  draw  up  in 
writing,  what  appeared  very  clear  in  his  converfa- 
tion  :  he  was  alfo  verfed  in  the  art  of  fhip- building  ; 
in  a  word,  he  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  fe¬ 
veral  parts  of  the  navy.  It  was  principally  with  him 
that  M.  de  Boifnes  laid  the  firft  plan  of  that  whim- 
fical  ordonnance,  fo  deflructive  to  the  formation  and 
the  harmony  of  the  feveral  corps,  that  it  occafioned 
univerfal  diflatisfadlion  among  them  all.  The  civil 
branch  of  the  navy,  however,  though  the  mofb  ill- 
treated,  being  obliged  by  its  want  of  power  to  ac- 

quiefce. 
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quiefce,  was  the  firft  to  conform  to  it  with  refigna- 
tion  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  time  of  M.  de 
Boiines’  adminiftration  was  taken  up  in  endeavouring 
to  bend  the  Itubbornnefs  of  the  military  branch  to 
this  plan  ;  which  was  totally  annihilated  as  foon  as 
he  was  out  of  place. 

As  for  the  reft,  there  were  certainly  fome  very  ex¬ 
cellent  things  in  this  ordonnance,  the  author  of  which 
had  fet  out  upon  an  admirable  principle,  which  might 
have  been  attended  with  the  moft  fortunate  confe- 
quences,  if  the  Minifter — fuffering  it  to  advance  to 
a  greater  degree  cf  maturity —weighing  the  argu¬ 
ments  for  and  againft  it — forefeeing  the  inconveni- 
encies  of  it,  and  finding  a  remedy  to  them — had  not 
been  too  precipitate  in  the  execution  of  it.  The  moft 
well-judged  circumftance  in  it,  and  which  was  the 
more  difagreeable  to  the  officers,  becaufe  they  were 
fenfible  of  the  intent  cf  it,  was  the  feparate  diftri- 
bution  that  was  made  of  them  in  different  /hips  ; 
which,  independent  of  the  general  competition,  that 
was  deftroyed  by  this  means — fince  no  officer  was  to 
be  promoted  but  according  to  his  rank  in  his  own 
fhtp,  and  not  according  to  his  general  rank  in  the 
navy —  contributed  alfo  to  eradicate  the  profeffional 
fpirit,  which  had  always  rendered  this  corps  fo  re~ 
fractory  and  untradtable. 

M,  de  Boifnes,  from  the  opposition  and  contradic¬ 
tions  he  experienced  from  the  military  branch  of  the 
navy,  was  fenftble  of  his  error  In  having  fubjecled 
the  civil  department  to  it,  and,  by  weakening  the 
latter,  having  increaled  the  inlolence  of  the  former. 
To  reftore  the  equilibrium,  he  had  conceived  the 
idea  of  (Lengthening  the  civil  branch,  by  uniting  to 
it  the  Port  Officers  and  the  Engineers  of  the  navy  ; 
and,  in  order  to  fap  the  very  foundations  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  branch,  to  inftitute  a  fchool  for  naval  educa- 
tion,  a  general  nurfery,  from  whence  were  to  be 
taken  all  the  perfons  deftined  for  the  feveral  depart¬ 
ments  in  the  navy,  in  proportion  to  their  talents.  As 
there  were  no  proofs  of  nobility  required  to  enter 
into  this  fchool,  he  would  infenfibly  have  annihilated 
the  haughtinefs  and  pride  in  which  the  Mid/hipmen 
fupported  one  another  ;  which  conftituted  the  efTence 

of 
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of  their  fituation,  and  was  the  fource  of  all  the  bad 
qualities  they  afterwards  difplayed. 

All  thefe  good  views  were  Ipoiled  by  too  much 
precipitation,  the  circumltances  moreover  were  not 
favourable,  and  that  Minider  had  neither  influence 
nor  confidence  enough  to  fecure  his  authority  ;  it 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  great  furprife,  if,  in  the 
midd  of  the  general  confudon  prevailing  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  his  department  alone  had  been  exempt  from  it, 
and  had  received  an  improvement,  which  would 
have  required  in  its  author  the  mod  rigid  virtue, 
united  to  the  greated  talents.  All  the  time,  there¬ 
fore,  of  M.  de  Boifnes’  adminidration  was  confumed 
in  projedts,  in  intedine  divifions  in  the  ports,  in  ex- 
pendve  experiments  ;  and  this  Minider,  neglecting 
the  material  part  of  the  navy,  which  had  at  lead 
been  kept  up  by  his  predeceffor,  left  it  at  the  time 
of  his  difgrace  in  the  mod  deplorable  date. 

If,  however,  M.  de  Boifnes  could  not  derive  any 
great  ludre  from  his  department,  he  reckoned  that 
he  flipuld  fucceed  better  in  another  dignity,  more 
fuitable  to  his  genius,  to  his  difpodtion,  to  his  tafte, 
and  to  his  capacity  ;  he  entertained  an  inward  per- 
fuafion  that  he  fhould  one  day  become  Chancellor, 
or  Keeper  of  the  Seals.  Though  a  creature  of  M.  de 
Maupeou,  he  would  willingly  have  returned  him  the 
ingratitude  with  which  the  latter  had  repaid  his  be¬ 
nefactor.  The  Chancellor,  although  aware  of  what 
would  happen,  had  differed  himfelt  to  be  mifled  by 
his  vanity,  and  had  committed  the  fame  fault  as  the 
Duke  de  Choifeul  ;  or  rather  given  way  to  the  necef- 
llty  of  the  moment,  he  had  attended  to  what  was 
mod  urgent :  it  is  pretended,  that,  without  fuch  a 
fecond,  M.  de  Maupeou  could  never  have  extricated 
himfelf  ;  and  it  was  under  that  very  edifice,  which 
M.  de  Boifnes  had  concurred  in  raifing,  that  he 
hoped  to  fee  the  author  of  it  crufhcd,  as  foon  as  he 
withdrew  his  lupport  from  him.  His  new  occupa¬ 
tions,  which  required  his  whole  time,  ferved  as  a 
pretence  for  his  neglect.  He  well  knew  the  impetu- 
ofity  of  M.  de  Maupeou,  and  his  fpirit  of  dominion  ; 
he  knew  him  to  be  raili  and  inconliderate,  and  fore- 

faw 
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Taw  that  he  would  foon  be  at  variance  with  the  Duke 
r  ^udlon,  with  the  Abbe  T.  errai,  and  with  the 
avom  ite  ;  that  the  King  himfelf  would  ioon  with' 
craw  the  little  confideration  he  had  for  him;  but 
tnat,  while  the  Miniftry  wifhed  to  get  rid  of  hint, 
they  would  be  very  glad  to  preferve  his  edifice, 
which  was  falling  into  ruins  on  all  Tides  ;  and  that 
'  ae>r  would  not  think  they  could  do  better  than  to 

apply  to  the  perfon  who  was  the  real  architect  to 
reflore  it. 

Had  it  not  been  tor  his  ambition,  which  was  fo 
unbounded  that  there  was  no  kind  of  enormity  he 
was  not  capable  of  to  fatisfy  it,  M  de  Boifnes  was 
not  much  adapted  to  the  corrupt  Court  in  which  he 
^ved.  in  the  midlt  of  the  moft  diffolute  licentiouf- 
nefs,  he  exhibited  the  fpedacle  of  a  Minifter  of 
good  morals  ;  he  lived  like  a  domeilic  man  in  his 
own  family  ;  he  was  devout,  and  artfully  concealed 
the  paflion  with  which  he  was  devoured  under  the 
cloak  of  religion.  The  aufterity  of  his  charatf  er  not 
being  able  to  bend  to  the  futility  of  the  Courtiers, 
he  had  endeavoured  to  fupport  himfelf  with  the 
party  of  the  devotees,  of  the  Clergy,  and  of  Ma¬ 
dame  Louife,  whofe  general  object  being  the  def- 
truflion  of  the  Parliaments,  and  who  knowing  his 
invincible  hatred  to  thefe  refpedlable  focieties,  re- 
pofed  the  greatefi:  confidence  in  him.  The  circum- 
flance  that  rendered  him  efpecially  agreeable  to 
Lewis  XV.  was  a  fpirit  of  defpotifm  which  prevailed 
in  his  ideas,  and  in  his  difpofition.  He  pretended, 
that  every  thing  was  to  give  way  to  the  Royal  autho¬ 
rity,  which  having  once  taken  a  flep,  ought  never 
to  retradf,  though  it  iliould  be  in  the  wrong  ;  that, 
in  a  word,  there  was  to  be  only  one  mafter,  and  all 
the  reft  were  to  be  Haves.  Fortunately,  his  col¬ 
leagues,  and  efpecially  the  King,  though  penetrated 
with  the  fame  maxims,  had  not  the  fainji  inflexibility 
to  fupport  them,  and  to  reduce  them  to  a  conftant 
and  invariable  fyflem  ;  for,  if  the  whole  Council  had 
been  compofed  of  fuch  rigid  men,  a  terrible  crifis 
would  have  been  produced,  or  the  whole  nation 
would  have  been  under  the  yoke.  Befides,  private 

jealoufies 
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jealoufies  thwarted  this  uniformity  of  fyftem.  The 
Chancellor,  being  no  longer  in  need  of  this  colleague, 
and  fearing  his  competition,  endeavoured  to  dilcre- 
dit  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  King,  not  openly,  but 
by  fuch  extraordinary  means,  that  it  feemed  impof- 
fible  they  fhould  be  invented,  or  not  founded  on  ap¬ 
parent  fadts.  He  pretended  that  his  understanding 
wa s  weakened,  that  he  was  guilty  of  extravagancies, 
that  lie  was  lofing  his  memory  ;  and  he  was  every 
inftant  watching  tor  an  opportunity  of  finding  fault 
with  him  in  the  Council  before  the  King,  in  order  to 
judify  his  insinuations. 

1  he  Abbe  T  errai,  who  now  only  kept  upon  good 
terms  with  M.  de  Maupeou  from  motives  of  policy, 
was  not  difplealed  to  fee  thefe  two  men  employed  in 
reciprocally  dedroying  each  other  ;  he  flattered  him- 
lelf  that  he  fhould  reap  the  fruits  of  this  animofity, 
for  he  had  alio  pretenfions  to  the  Chancellorfhip.  It 
was  in  thefe  hopes  that  he  fudained  the  burthen  or 
the  finances,  infupportable  to  any  man  who  had  en¬ 
tertained  the  lead  fentiment  of  humanity  and  patrio- 
tilm.  This  villain — for  poderity  will  no  doubt  con¬ 
firm  to  him  a  qualification  he  has  fo  judly  acquired 
from  his  cotemporaries — was  dittinguifhed  from  the 
others  which  furrounded  the  Sovereign,  by  a  Angular 
apathy  ;  the  others  were  at  lead  tormented  with 
violent  pafllons,  the  effe&s  of  which  cannot  be  cal¬ 
culated,  and  from  which  the  mod  virtuous  men  are 
not  always  exempt.  The  Abbe  Terrai  was  indiffer¬ 
ent  either  to  good  or  evil  ;  he  did  the  one  without 
inclination,  and  the  other  without  remorfe.  Under 
Henry  IV.  he  might  have  been  a  Sully,  under 
Lewis  XV.  he  was  a  monder :  he  had  all  the  quali¬ 
ties  necefiary  to  fucceed  in  both  the  extremes  ;  un¬ 
fortunately,  he  had  only  an  occaflon  to  difplay  the 
mod  detedable  of  them,  and  he  did  it  in  the  highed 
degree.  Intrepid  in  crimes,  he  difdained  the  hypo- 
crity  of  the  Chancellor,  and  did  not  attempt  to  con¬ 
ceal  his  character.  He  was  little  inclined  to  love 
but  from  conditution  ;  and  difplayed  the  fame  apathy 
in  his  amorous  purfuits,  as  in  every  other  particular. 
In  his  new  houfe,  in  the  dreet  of  Notre  Dame  des 

Champs, 
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Champs,  he  had  a  fuperb  bed,  the  bottom  of  which 
was  furnifhed  with  a  piclure  concealed  :  on  drawing 
up  tli e  curtain,  a  woman  was  reprefented  naked,  and, 
to  thofe  who  were  curious  of  feeing  it,  he  ufed  to 
lay,  Ladies^  this  is  the  co(lu77:e.  He  was  never  go¬ 
verned  by  any  of  his  miftrelTes  ;  the  Baronefs  de 
la  Garue  fold  the  favours  of  this  IViinifter,  rather 
publicly;  he  winked  at  it,  becaufe  he  found* it  con¬ 
venient  to  return  her  favours  in  this  manner  ;  when 
he  law  that  this  might  do  him  an  injury,  and  that 
very  dangerous  murmurs  refulted  from  it,  he  caufed 
her  to  be  exiled,  and  fent  her  from  his  houfe  in  a 
^  y  ^  e  r ,  1 1  e  rn  a  d  e  no  fcruple  of  cohabit¬ 

ing  wnth  Madame  Dumerval,  his  illegitimate  daugh¬ 
ter  :  this  was  a  delicate  morfel  he  had  referved  for 
himfelf,  and  he  had  had  her  educated  on  purpofe  • 
he  detached  himfelf  from  her,  when  fhe  became 
agreeable  to  Madame  Dubarri,  and  when  it  was  in 
agitation  to  propofe  her  to  Lewis  XV. 

The  Abbe  Terrai  was  very  little  concerned  about 
the  complaints  of  the  malecontents  He  did  not  wifh 
that  they  fhould  be  filenced  ;  he  ufed  to  fay,  it  was 
fit  that  thofe  who  wmre  flayed  fhould  be  fuffered  to 
cry  out.  The  fame  fincerity  made  him  acknowledge 
what  he  was.  the  agents  of  tne  Clergy  reprefent- 
ing  to  him,  in  a  circumflance  which  concerned  their 
order,  that  he  was  commiting  an  injuffice,  he  an- 
fwered.  Who  tells  you  that  it  is  juft  ?  Do  you  expect 
any  thing  elfe  from  me  ?  Another  time,  when  one  of 
them,  being  violently  piqued,  exclaimed,  Why  Mon- 
feigneur ,  this  is  taking  it  out  of  the  people's  pockets ,  he 
replied,  Where  elfe  would  you  have  me  take  it  P  He 
laughed  at  all  the  witticifms,  epigrams,  and  pamph¬ 
lets  which  were  made  againft  him  He  was  called 
at  Court  the  fpoilt  child ,  becaufe  he  touched  every 
thing,  and  the  long  broom ,  becaufe  he  reached  every 
wdiere  ;  all  thefe  nick-names  were  a  matter  of  fport 
to  him.  One  day,  paffins  through  an  oval  fpace 
filled  with  Courtiers,  he  was  following  one  of  the- 
Muys,  for  whom  the  croud  had  opened  with  a  kind 
of  retpefl  ;  but  the  preffure  afterwards  increafing, 
the  Abbe  found  himfelf  violently  faueezed  ;  and, 
humbly  afking  that  he  might  be  fuffered  to  pafs, 

and 
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and  that  they  would  not  flifle  him,  he  heard  a  voice 
which  aniwered,  IVe  make  room  here  only  for  honejl 
people  ;  an  anfwer,  which  when  his  perfon  was  fate, 
gave  him  no  kind  of  diilurbance.  His  only  care 
was  to  find  money,  in  order  that  he  might  not  be 
difmifled,  and,  as  he  was  not  nice  in  expedients, 
he  had  little  difficulty.  While  he  maintained  him- 
felf  in  his  place,  and  even  extended  it,  (  lor, 
without  being  fond  of  either  the  arts  or  the  Iciences, 
he  had  taken  from  the  Marquis  de  Marigny  the  pod 
of  Director  of  the  buildings)  he  waited  till  he  had 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  refign  his  department 
for  one  that  was  better  ;  in  order  even  to  hafcen  this 
moment,  he  had  thought  of  being  made  Cardinal, 
and  the  report  was  Ipread,  that  he  had  bought  of 
the  Pretender  the  nomination  to  the  hat  for  five 
hundred  thoufand  livres  *.  With  this  dignity  he 
could  not  have  been  fuffered  to  remain  a  Comptrol¬ 
ler,  and  it  would  have  been  necelfary  to  revive  for 
-him  the  poft  of  Superintendant,  as  he  would  then 
have  been  raifed  above  all  the  other  minifters. 
Till  this  brilliant  profpeft  was  realized,  he  was 
continually  ifluing  money  edicts  ;  and  on  the  day  of 
the  death  of  Lewis  XV.  a  declaration  was  polled  up 
in  the  park  of  Verfailles,  fignifying  the  continuation 
of  the  new  taxes.  This  declaration  had  been  pub¬ 
lished  a  little  before,  or  even  while  the  Monarch 
was  breathing  his  laft,  with  the  following  infcription  : 
C'ejl  ainf  quen  partant ,  je  <vous  fais  mes  adieux  f. 

One  of  the  mod  extraordinary  phenomenons  of 
the  reign  of  Lewis  XV.  is  undoubtedly  to  fee  the 
Duke  de  la  Vrilliere  remain  in  office  during  more 
than  fifty  years,  and,  amidd  that  croud  of  Miniders 
his  brethren,  alternately  difgraced,  to  behold  him 
alone  refiding  all  the  dorms.  The  realon  of  this  is, 
that  in  the  beginning  he  excited  little  envy,  either  by 
his  talents  or  by  the  nature  of  his  department ;  and 
that  even  his  want  of  genius  was  the  circumdance 
the  mod  pleafing  to  his  mailer,  ever  upon  his  guard 
againd  thofe,  who,  having  too  great  a  fihare  of  it, 
might  a  flu  me  a  fuperiority  over  him.  In  this  idea 

*■  Upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 

•f  Thus  I  depart,  and  take  my  lait  farewell. 


he 
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he  devoted  himfelf  with  confidence  to  this  Secretary 
of  State  ;  he  found  hintfelf  upon  a  level  with  him. 
and  the  refult  of  this  was  a  lingular  affection  on  the 
part  of  the  King,  who  in  reality  was  a  man  of 
habit,  who  deteited  change,  and,  notwithdanding 
the  continual  variations  in  his  Council,  from  his  na¬ 
tural  timidity,  which  he  never  got  rid  of,  was  afraid 
ofnew  faces.  Moreover,  great  qualities  were  little 
neceffary  in  that  part  of  adminiftration  which  the 
Duke  de  la  Vrilliere  was  for  a  long  time  intruded 
with;  he  polfelfed,  indeed,  the  mod  effential  of 
them,  the  fpirit  of  order,  regularity  and  difpatch. 
j  hefe,  indeed,  were  the  qualities  which  Lewis  XV. 
had  in  particular  edimation  ;  and  the  public,  who 
profited  by  them,  had  no  diflike  to  this  Secretary  of 
State;  he  began  only  to  become  the  objeCt  of  their 
contempt  and  hatred,  at  the  period  when,  fubmit- 
ting  to  be  the  Have  of  an  unjud  and  avaricious 
woman,  he  committed  all  the  iniquities  which  die 
dictated  to  him  ;  efpecially  when,  by  obtaining  the 
department  of  Paris,  he  was  enabled  to  give  a  free 
courfe  to  letters  de  Cachet ,  and  to  the  horrors  con- 
lequent  upon  them  ;  in  a  word,  when  his  nephew, 
the  Duke  d’Aiguillon,  being  in  want  of  his  fupport 
m  Britany,  made  him  fo  far  fubfervient  to  his  pro¬ 
jects  of  vengeance,  as  to  induce  him  to  fay  to  the 
Deputies  of  the  province,  in  1772:  ‘‘His  Majedy 
4£  will  have  no  oppofition ;  if  the  States  concern 
“  themfelves  about  the  Parliaments,  they  diall  be 
li  cancelled  in  three  days.  ’ 

It  was  too  late  for  the  Monarch  to  be  able  to 
dilfolve  the  ties  which  attached  him  to  this  Minider; 
he  gave  him  more  fpecial  marks  of  favour  and 
frienddiip.  When  the  Duke  de  la  Vrilliere  had  one 
hand  carried  off  while  he  was  {hooting,  Lewis  XV. 
wrote  to  him  a  very  affectionate  letter,  and  when 
he  faw  him  again,  faid,  Tou  have  only  loft  one  handy 
and  you  /hall  ahvays  find  tvoo  in  me  at  your  Jervice, 

In  latter  times,  when  the  malignity  of  the  Courtiers, 
excited  on  the  fubjeCt  of  this  Minider,  was  myfte- 
rioufly  fpreading  reports  of  his  difgrace,  and  of  his 
retirement,  his  mader  removed  his  apprehenfions  by 

faying, 
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-Faying,  You  mu  ft  not  leave  me  ;  you  are  in  too  much  need 
of  me ,  and  I  of  you  *. 

Thefe  reports  gained  credit  at  the  time  of  the  ex¬ 
ile  of  the  Chevalier  d’Arc,  favourite  of  the  Mar¬ 
ch  ion  efs  de  Langeac,  miltrefs  of  the  Duke,  to  whofe 
intimacy  die  had  introduced  this  intriguing  perfon  • 
under  his  aufpices  he  committed  all  kinds  of  fecret 
extortions,  which  were  at  laid  brought  to  light  ;  but 
the  Duke  got  rid  of  the  matter  by  facrificing  him, 
in  difpatching  a  letter  de  cachet ,  againft  him,  which 
jealoufy  alone  ought  to  have  made  him  give  much 
fooner^  though  he  iigned  it  with  tears,  convinced  of 
the  affliction  it  would  caufe  to  his  unfaithful  miftrefs. 

Such  was  the  foible  of  the  MiniRer  for  this  wo¬ 
man,  that,  notwithftanding  the  illnefs  of  Lewis  XV. 
he  gave  an  entertainment  in  his  hotel,  on  account 
of  the  marriage  of  her  daughter  with  the  Marquis 
(  e  ^arnP^onas  >  an  indecency  fo  extraordinary,  that 
the  Dauphin,  not  believing  it,  was  defirous  of  being 
convinced  of  it  privately,  by  ocular  demonftration  : 
and  we  may  eafily  conceive,  that  if  he  had  been 
actuated  only  by  the  contempt  he  felt  for  the  Duke 
de  la  Vrilhere,  that  nobleman  would  have  been  the 

hnt  he  would  have  expelled  on  his  acceRion  to  the 
throne. 

moft  agreeable  to  the  King,  after 
the  Duke  de  la  Vrilhere,  was  M.  Bertin,  and  for 
the  fame  reafon,  becaufe  his  undemanding  was  upon 

a  Pfar^lth  tha^  of.h,iS  Majefty ;  he  found  himfeif 
perfectly  at  eafe  with  this  Minifter,  who  did  not 
dUplay  too  many  talents,  and  did  not,  if  we  may 
be  allowed  the  expreflion,  keep  him  in  awe  by  too 
profound  or  too  refined  a  policy  j  in  a  word/  who 
was  a  plain  man  Ample  in  his  ideas,  and  his  opinions 

nf  Vunr  5|  Lc'V1S  Xk  had  learnt>  at  the  School 
of  Cardinal  Fleun,  to  fet  more  value  upon  good 

enffl  than  upon  genius.  This  was  the  circumftance 

.  *  ?,hefe  anecdotes  are  taken  from  the  Eloge  of  the  Duke  He 
a  Vrilhere,  pronounced  at  the  Academy  of  Belles  Leurt  at 

Novemberf  ^  ^  ^  4 
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upon  which  was  founded  M.  Bertin’s  intimacy  witk 
Lewis  XV. ;  who,  as  we  have  fa  id,  had  intruded 
him  with  his  Portfolio ,  and  the  keeping  of  his  effects  ; 
he  had  alfo  the  care  of  feveral  natural  daughters  of 
the  King,  brought  up  at  the  convent  of  the  Prefenta - 
'  tion9  and  whom  his  Majefty  intended  to  marry  as 
they  arrived  at  the  proper  age  His  communication 
with  the  King  upon  all  kinds  of  domeftic  matters, 
gave  him  equally  an  opportunity  of  being  much  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Counteis  Dubarri  ;  which  circum- 
itance  authorized  him  as  much  as  M.  de  Boifnes,  and 
the  Abbe  Terrai,  to  afpire  to  the  fpoils  of  the 
Chancellor  :  for  the  obje£ts  of  his  public  adminiftra- 
tion  were  trifling,  and  he  could  not  make  himfelf 
confpicuous  in  it,  either  by  any  confiderable  faults 
or  by  any  glorious  enterpriles. 

France,  however,  is  indebted  to  him  for  the  ef- 
blilhment  of  the  Ecole  Peter  inair  e.  This  is  an  anato¬ 
mical  fchool,  to  enquire  into  the  ftruclure  of  the 
horfe,  the  difeafes  to  which  this  animal  may  be 
fubjeCt,  the  nature  of  the  accidents  to  which  it  is 
liable,  with  refpect  to  the  rank  it  holds  in  the  clafs' 
of  animals,  and  to  the  nature  of  its  lervices.  He 
may  be  confidered  as  the  founder  of  the  chief  place 
of  this  eflablifhment,  at  the  caftle  of  Alford,  near 
’  Paris.  He  had  put  at  the  head  of  it  one  M.  Bourge- 
] a t,  a  riding-matler  of  Lyons,  much  celebrated  tor 
his  knowledge  :  a  number  of  fcholars  from  the  dif¬ 
ferent  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  and  even  of  fo¬ 
reign  countries,  are  received  and  boarded  there  for 
a  very  moderate  fum ;  individuals,  who  have 
horfes  either  Tick  or  lame,  may  alfo  lend  them  there 
at  an  eafy  rate,  till  they  are  perfe&ly_  cured.  The 
progrefs  of  the  experiments  made  in  this  fchool  fince 
its  origin  are  extended,  multiplied,  and  improved 
without  interiniffion.  When  a  horfe  breaks  his 
leg,  a  kind  of  accident  for  which  there  was  formerly 
nomemedy,  it  is  now  frequently  fet  to  rights  here : 
in  a  word,  the  hortes  are  fuhmitted  to  aimoft  ad  the 
furgical  operations  pradtifed  upon  man.  It  is  evi¬ 
dent  that  fuch  a  fchool  mull  produce  excellent  far¬ 
riers  ;  and  the  importance  of  this  clais  pf  men,  fince 
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the  ufe  of  horfes  is  fo  frequent  and  fo  neceflary,  mull 
give  a  proportionate  idea  of  the  inftitution. 

M.  Bertin  had  befide.s  in  his  department  fever  a  1 
conliderabie  provinces,  iuch  as  Guyenne  and  Nor¬ 
mandy,  which  placed  him  in  a  confpicuous  light  at 
the  time  of  the  revolution  of  the  Magiftracy  ;  a  laft 
epocha,  fo  important  at  the  end  ot  the  reign  of 
Lewis  XV.  and  which  tor  the  fpace  of  four  years 
had  abforbed  almoft  the  whole  attention  of  the  Mi¬ 
nistry  and  of  the  public. 

Although  the  character  of  M.  Bertin  did  not  fym- 
pathife  with  that  of  M.  Maupeou,  he  had,  however, 
affifted  in  his  work  to  the  bell  of  his  abilities,  not 
only  in  compliance  with  the  general  views  of  his  col¬ 
leagues,  but  alfo  from  fome  private  views  of  his  own, 
the  luccefs  of  which  he  was  very  defirous  of.  Being 
a  creature  of  the  Jefuits,  he  had  always  remained  at¬ 
tached  to  them,  and  it  was  not  owing  to  him,  if  they 
did  not  take  more  advantage  of  the  circumllances  ; 
but  his  friendfhip  partook  of  the  weaknefs  of  his 
character,  and  he  was  neither  capable  of  being  a 
warm  partizan  or  a  formidable  enemy, 

He  conducted  himfelf  in  other  matters  with  the 
fame  pufillanimity  ;  though  convinced  of  the  mif- 
chief  he  was  doing,  he  did  not  the  lefs  give  into  every 
fatal  meafure  his  poll  required,  and  endeavoured  on¬ 
ly  to  Ioften  matters  as  much  as  he  could,  without  ex¬ 
posing  himfelf  to  any  rifques  ;  in  tliefe  times  of  hor¬ 
rors  and  abominations  he  acquired  fome  credit  for 
not  having  been  fo  flagitious  as  the  reft:  but  this 
will  not  exculpate  him  in  the  more  fevere  judgment 
of  pofterity. 

Thefe  feveral  members  of  Adminiftration  were, 
properly  fpeaking,  nothing  more  than  the  difpenfers* 
of  favours,  according  to  the  inclinations  of  the  fa¬ 
vourite  :  in  a  fhort  time  ihe  had  acquired  an  af- 
Cendant  greater  than  any  of  thofe  who  had  pre¬ 
ceded  her  ;  and  the  fceptre  of  Lewis  XV  — hitherto 
alternately  the  plaything  of  Love,  Ambition,  or 

Avarice - became,  in  the  hands  of  the  Countefs 

the  bauble  of  Folly.  Could  any  thing,  indeed,  be 
more  extravagant  than  the  frivolous  actions  then 

^  2  Rafting 
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paffing  at  Court ;  than  thole  private  fcenes  between 
the  two  lovers,  (bill  too  public,  fince  they  were 
revealed  by  indifcreet  fpedlators  ?  Upon  hearing  a 
multiplicity  ot  anecdotes  related,  with  which  the 
iocieties  ot  Paris  were  enlivened,  one  might  hare 
imagined,  that  the  extravagances  ot  the  palace  of 
Caligula  were  reproduced  under  a  different  coflume. 
At  one  time,  it  was  Madame  Dubarri,  who,  riling 
from  her  bed,  in  prefence  of  the  King  and  a  Notary, 
made  the  Pope’s  Nuncio  give  her  one  of  her  flip¬ 
pers,  and  the  Grand  Almoner  the  other;  while  thefe 
two  Prelates  thought  themfelves  amply  indemnified 
lor  this  mean  and  ridiculous  employment,  by  call¬ 
ing  a  fugitive  glance  upon  the  charms  of  this 
beauty.  Another  time,  it  was  the  Marchionefs  de 
Roles,  a  Lady  attending  on  the  Countefs  de  Pro¬ 
vence,  who  was  whipped  by  the  women  of  the 
favourite,  in  her  prefence,  under  pretence  that  the 
King,  making  an  excufe  for  her  on  the  fcore  of  her 
youth,  with  refpedt  to  fome  fault  committed  by  her, 
had  fa  id  in  jell,  Phaw  t  Jhe  is  but  a  child  jit  to  be 
•whipped ;  after  which  ceremony,  thofe  two  madcaps 
embraced  each  other,  and  grew  more  intimate  than 
ever.  It  was  by  an  adulation  ilill  more  contemp¬ 
tible,  that  the  Duke  de  Trefmes,  not  finding  the 
favourite  at  home,  wrote  upon  her  door,  7 he  Mar - 
mozet  of  the  Countefs  Dubarri  is  come  to  pay  his 
homage  to  her ,  and  to  make  her  laugh  ;  becaufe  Hie 
ufed  to  divert  herlelf  with  this  Nobleman’s  defor¬ 
mity,  and  that  he  thought  himfelf  too  fortunate  to 
be  the  objedt  of  her  ridicule.  Add  to  this,  M.  de 
Boifnes’  granting  the  Crofs  of  Louis  to  a  Com- 
milfary  of  the  navy,  in  acknowledgment  for  a  Paro¬ 
quet  he  had  made  a  prelent  of  to  the  Countefs. 
f  urther,  what  a  ridiculous  indecency  it  was  to  fee 
Madame  Dabarri  tap  the  Duke  of  Orleans  upon 
his  belly,  when  he  came  to  folicit  her  to  favour  his 
marriage  with  Madame  de  Monteffon,  and  to  en¬ 
gage  the  King  to  acknowledge  her  as  Dutchefs  of 
Orleans,  and  at  the  fame  time  fay  to  him,  Many 
her  invert,  helefs,  gros  pe  re,  we  •will  fee  tv  hat  we 
can  do  for  you  after  wards  you  are  fenfible  that  1  am 
firongly  inierefled  in  the  matter  ;  as  if  fhe  had  not  de- 

fpaired 


221 


OF  LEWIS  XV. 

fpaired  one  day  of  treading  in  the  lleps  of  Madame 
de  Maintenon. 

Nothing,  undoubtedly,  could  equal  the  fervility 
of  Lewis  XV.  who,  participating  the  favours  of  this 
Lady  with  her  little  Negro,  created,  in  order  to 
pleafe  her,  Zamore  Governor  of  the  calfle  of  Lu- 
cienne,  with  an  appointment  of  fix  hundred  livres*, 
and  made  the  Chancellor  feal  the  grant  of  it  for 
him  ;  who,  fuffering  his  miftrefs  to  rank  him  with 
his  footmen,  had  received  the  name  of  la  France 
from  her.  and  ufed  to  laugh  at  it,  in  his  little  apart¬ 
ments,  where  he  frequently  delghted  in  making  his 
own  breakfaft.  What  man  in  the  kingdom  has  not 
heard  the  exclamation  of  Madame  Dubarri,  while 
flie  was  in  bed,  to  the  king,  who,  preparing  his  coffee, 
had  his  attention  engaged  with  fome  other  objedt: 
Hoay  la  France  /  take  care  f  your  coffee  runs  over  at 
a  d - l  of  a  rate  / 

It  was  this  very  woman,  fo  abandoned,  fogrofs, 
and  fo  difgufting  in  domeftic  life,  who  gave  audi¬ 
ence  to  the  Ambaffadors ;  who  faw  herfelf  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Deputies  of  the  Confederates,  and 
by  thofe  of  all  the  petty  principadities  in  Germany, 
trembling  for  their  deftiny,  at  the  time  of  the  diviiion 
of  Poland,  and  foliciting  her  intereft  with  the  King 
for  their  fupport.  It  was  this  fame  woman  whom 
Lewis  XV.  carried  in  triumph  to  fee  the  ceremony 
of  the  clearing  of  the  arches  of  the  bridge  of  Neuilly  ; 
a  fight  from  which  the  Princeffes,  and  even  the 
Dauphinefs,  were  excluded,  in  order  that  flie  might 
not  be  eclipfed.  It  was  this  fame  woman  who  had 
raifed  the  anger  of  Lewis  XV. — on  account  of  the 
prefumptive  heir  of  the  throne  having  kept  her  from 
the  fociety  of  his  augufl  confort,  in  a  Tapper  of 
reconciliation  contrived  by  an  intriguing  woman  of 
the  Court — to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  fignified  his 
difpleafure  by  faying,  /  fee  my  children  do  not  love 
me  t  It  was  this  fame  woman  for  whom  a  toilet 
of  gold  was  prepairing,  although  the  Dauphinefs 
had  not  one,  and  the  Queen  never  had  had  any  ;  the 
looking-glafs  efpecially  was  remarkable,  in  having 

*  Twenty-five  pounds. 
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at  the  top  of  it  two  little  Cupids  holding  a  Crown 
.pended  over  her  head,  every  time  die  looked  in 
11  5  a  fy™bol  of  that  fhe  one  day  thought  herfelf 
eltined  to  wear.  It  was  this  very  woman  who, 
not  finding  herielf  fufhciently  well  lodged  in  the 
palace  of  a  Princefs  of  the  blood,  had  caufed  the 
new  pavilion  of  Lucie  tine  to  be  conftru6ted  ;  a  toy,  the 
expence  of  which  could  not  be  calculated,  becaufe 
every  thing  in  it  was  whim,  and  could  have  no 
price,  but  fuch  as  the  cupidity  of  the  artift,  or  the 
tolly  of  the  proprietor,  might  put  upon  it.  It  was 
this  woman,  finalty,  who  upon  fcraps  of  paper 
figned  by  her,  drew  whenever  lhe  pleafed  upon  the 
public  treafury,  for  herfelf  and  all  her  adherents  ; 
who  herfelf  alone  was  more  expeniive  than  all 
the  preceding  miftrefles  of  Lewis  XV. ;  and  whole 
prodegalities  and  depredations,  notwithftanding  the 
imfery^  ot  the  people,  and  the  public  calamities, 
were  increasing  to  fuch  a  degree  that  in  a  few 
years  die  would  have  fwallowed  up  the  kingdom,  if 
the  death  of  Lewis  XV.  had  not  put  a  hop  to  thefe 
enormities 

1  his  Monarch,  fince  the  marriage  of  the  Count 
d  Artois,  was  become  more  melancholy  than  ufual, 
and  was  ienfible  of  the  diminution  of  his  ftrength. 

1  he  fudden  death  oi  the  Marquis  de  Chauvelin.  one 
ot  his  favourites,  enjoying  a  moft  perfect  ftate  of 
health — the  companion  of  all  his  parties  of  debau¬ 
chery,  in  one  ot  which  he  had  expired  in  his  pre¬ 
fence*— had  affected  him  fo  ftrongly,  that  he  could 
not  drive  it  from  his  thoughts.  That  of  Marfhal 
d’Armentieres,  which  happened  nearly  in  a  fimilar 
manner,  and  who  was  almoft  of  the  fame  age  as 
the  Monarch,  had  increafed  his  melancholy.  Fi¬ 
nally,  a  lermon  preached  before  him  on  Munday 
*1  hurfday,  by  the  famous  Bifhop  of  Senez,  had 
awakened  remorfe  in  his  heart.  This  eloquent  Pre¬ 
late  recalled  to  his  mind  the  period  of  his  illnefs 
at  Metz,  the  moft  glorious  period  of  his  life,  tince 
it  was  that  in  which  the  love  of  his  fubjefts  had 
been  manifefted  in  the  higheft  degree:  he  did  not 
conceal  from  him,  that  this  love  was  diminifhing, 
and  that  his  people,  opprefTed  with  fubfidies,  had 

now 
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now  only  to  lament  their  own  misfortunes.  He 
made  the  Monarch  fenfible,  that  although  on  the 
throne,  he  undoubtedly  had  foine  friends,  and  was 
worthy  of  them  ;  but  that  his  beft  friend  ought,  to 
be  his  people.  He  concluded  with  .exhorting  him, 
not  to  trull  blindly,  in  the  adminiftration  ot  his 
kingdom,  to  the  counfels  ot  his  Miniilers,  who  were 
too  often  intereded  in  deceiving  him;  but  to  tiuil 
only  to  himfelf,  to  his  own  heart,  and  to  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  more  than  hall  a  century. 

Lewis  XV.  had  not  been  dilfatisfied  with  this 
evangelical  boldnefs  ;  he  had  received  the  preacher 
very  gracioufly,  and  had  recalled  to  his  mind  the 
engagement  he  had  taken  ot  preaching  before  his 
Ma  jelly  in  the  Lent  feafon  of  1776  ;  an  engagement; 
added,  be,  fmiling,  which  he  fummoned  him  to 
fulfil,  though  a  bidiop.  Since  that  time,  he  had 
redoubled  his  vifits  to  Madame  Louiie  ;  and  it  is 
well  known  that  this  Princefs  exerted  her  utmofl 
efforts  to  bring  him  back  to  God.  1  he  corrupt 
Courtiers  were  apprehenfive  left  the  fame  weaknefs 
which  had  rendered  him  their  (lave,  fhould  render 
him  the  (lave  of  the  Frieds.  It  was  decided,  in  a 
committee  holden  at  the  favourite’s,  that  it  was 
neccffary  his  Majefty  fhould  be  awakend  from  this 
flate,  by  fome  powerful  temptation,  capable  of 
diverting  him,  and  of  recalling  his  former  inclina¬ 
tions.  He  was  oerfuaded  to  order  a  journey  to 
Trianon,  where  a  young  object  was  placed  in  his 
way,  poifeiTed  of  all  the  charms  of  iedudtion ;  for 
Madame  Dubarri,  for  fome  time  pad,  imitated  the 
example  of  Madame  de  Pompadour,  and,  for  va¬ 
rious  reafons,  was  inceffantly  procuring  frefh  ob¬ 
jects  to  the  Monarch.  From  the  coniequence  of 
that  blind  fatality,  which  makes  a  mockery  of 
the  vain  projects  of  man,  and  often  confounds 
the  greated  wifdom,  the  very  efforts  of  thefe  cor¬ 
rupters  turned  againd  themfelves,  and  France  was 
faved. 

The  new  beauty  introduced  to  the  King’s  bed, 
had  already  the  feeds  of  the  fmall-pox  concealed 
within  her,  which  began  even  to  unfold  themfelves, 
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and  rendered  her  infenfible  to,  and  even  impatient 

.  ’  le  carefFes  of  the  Monarch;  who,  in  the*  mean 
■  me,  was  perpetually  abforbing  the  peftilential 
mafma.a  of  this  cruel  difeafe.  took  to  his  bed 

u  r"  3}’’  3nd  'he  fird  Pr°Jeft  of  advifers  of 
'he  favourite  was,  to  keep  his  Majefty  at  Trianon 

where  he  would  be  under  their  own  management- 

but  the  faculty  decided  otherwife,  and  th/ patient' 

was  brought  back  to  Verfailles  in  his  night-gown 

It  was  prefently  known  that  Lewis  XV.  had’ the 
•  mall  pox  and  the  news  foon  reached  the  extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  Kingdom.  The  majority  of  the  people 
were  rejoiced  at  ,t  ;  others,  confident  that  his 

(ucceffor  was  not  yet  twenty,  were  alarmed  for  the 
confequences. 

The  Dauphin,  however,  behaved  with  a  prudence 
much  above  his  age;  his  firft  care  was  to  prefent 
hnmelf  at  the  door  of  his  grandfather’s  chamber. 

1  he  King,  though  he  has  not  told  the  nature  of 
his  ojforder,  had  been  perfuaded  not  to  fuffer  the 
children  of  F ranee  to  come  near  him.  The  Duke  de 
ia  Vrdhere  deciared  to  the  Prince,  from  his  Ma- 
jeity,  that  his  heath  was  too  precious  to  the  State 
that  it  was  not  his  own,  and  that  he  ought  not  to 
endanger  it  by  entering  into  his  grandfather’s  apart¬ 
ment,  who  commanded  him  to  abftain  from  it.  He 
retired,  fliut  himfelf  up  with  the  Dauphinefs,  and 
re  fa  fed  to  fee  the  crowd  of  Courtiers,  whofe’eyes 
were  now  turned  towards  this  rifing  fun.  7 

The  whole  faculty  was  called  in:  but  the  King 
had  formally  excluded  Doclor  Bouvard,  a  perfonal 
enemy  to  DoSor  Bordeu,  Phyfician  to  Madame  Du- 
barn,  to  whom  fhe  had  engaged  her  illuftrious  lover 
to  give  his  confidence.  The  nature  of  ettiquette 
then  became  evident,  and  it  was  feen  how  much  a 
Monarch,  fo  abfolute  in  doing  mifehief  to  his  fub- 
jects,  was  retrained  with  regard  to  his  own  pre- 
fervation  when  Lewis  XV.  was  firft  feized  with  the 

fmall-pox,  an  English,  phyfician,  named  Sutton - 

related  to  the  man  famous  for  his  particular  method 
of  inoculating,  and  for  a  fpecific  againft  the  fmall- 

pox— 


pox— being  at  Paris,  offered  bis  fervices  to  (rent 
the  patient,  and  to  fave  him.  The  faculty  would 
not  allow  him  to  come  near  the  King:  he  was  not 
recalled  till  Lewis  XV.  was  given  over,  and  then 
he  faid  it  was  too  late. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  illnefs,  it  was  pro- 
poled  to  adminiiler  the  Sacrament  to  Lewis  XV  ; 
but  Doflor  Bordeu,  knowing  how  fatal  this  event 
would  be  to  his  miftrefs,  poftponed  it  as  long  as  he 
could,  and  ftrongly  objected  to  any  thing  being 
faid  to  the  King;  he  affured,  that  there  was  vet 
no  vifible  danger,  and  that  a  declaration  of  this 
kind  deflroyed  three-fourths  of  the  Tick  people. 
Madame  Dubarri  availed  herfelf  of  this  refpite,  to 
remain  constantly  at  the  bedfide  of  her  lover. 

The  Clergy,  apprehending  that  the  expiring  Mo¬ 
narch,  would  flip  out  of  their  hands,  were  exafpe- 
rated ;  they  loudly  cenfured  the  Archbifhop  of 
Paris,  who  had,  indeed,  repaired  to  Court  at  the 
beginning  of  this  fatal  news,  but  had  made  no 
effort  to  affume  an  authority  over  the  king’s  con- 
lcience,  and  had  even  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  his  prefence,  in  a  humiliating  manner. 
It  was  the  patient  himfelf,  who,  being  informed  by 
the  Sieurde  la  Martiniere,  who  never  concealed  the 
truth,  that  he  had  the  fmall-pox,  impefed  the 
penance  upon  himfelf ;  and  faid,  the  fifth  day  of 
his  illnefs,  in  the  night-time,  to  thofe  who  were 
about  him  :  1  have  no  deftre  to  be  compelled  to  renew  the 
fame  fcene  as  at  Metz  ;  let  the  Dutchefs  d? Aiguillon  be 
informed ,  that  /he  will  do  me  a  pleafure  in  removing  the 
Countefs  Dubarri ,  After  this  painful  reparation,  the 
Clergy  had  no  difficulty  of  fucceeding  in  other  refpedls; 
Lewis  XV.  received  the  Sacraments  two  days  after; 
previous  to  which,  the  Grand  Almoner  made  the 
following  fpeech  on  the  part  of  his  Majefly  : 

“  Although  the  King  be  accountable  to  none  but 
u  God  for  his  conduct,  he  is  forry  to  have  given  any 
jC<  occafion  of  fcandaltohis  fubje&s  ;  and  declares 
“  that  he  will  hereafter  live  only  for  the  mainte- 

k  5  “  nance 
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l<  nance  of  religion,  and  for  the  happinefs  of  his 
“  people.5’ 

The  orator’s  intention  in  this  difcourfe  was  to  pre- 
ferve  the  dignity  of  his  mafler,  which  led  him  to 
advance  an  abfurdity ;  a  thing  contrary  even  to  the 
maxims  of  the  clergy  ;  tor  admitting  even  that  the 
King  were  not  accountable  for  his  actions  in  a  poli¬ 
tical  view,  yet  he  certainly  is  not  the  lefs  obliged 
to  fet  the  example  as  a  chriftian,  in  a  religious  light  ; 
and  this  is  the  more  particularly  incumbent  upon 
him,  as  he  is  in  a  more  exalted  ftation,  and  there- 
fore  retrained  by  duties  of  a  more  rigorous  and 
more  confpicuous  nature.  Such  is  the  doctrine 


preached  every  day  in  our  pulpits:  but  M..  de  la 
Roche  Aimon,  being  one  of  the  mod  ignorant  Pre¬ 
lates  in  France,  and  of  the  mold  confined  talents— 
which  indeed  is  laying  a  great  deal — fpoke  with  the 
zeal  of  a  Courtier,  and  not  of  an  Apoftle  ;  he  wms 
a  greater  adept  in  adulation  than  in  reafoning.  Had 
he  done  his  duty,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  de¬ 
termined  his  Majefty  to  fee  the  Prince  of  Conti, 
who  was  dill  in  difgrace,  and  would  have  perfuaded 
him  to  a  reconciliation,  the  hrft  dep  required  of 
dying  perfons. 

Lewis  XV.  lived  only  three  days  after  the  facra- 
ments  had  been  adminidered  to  him ;  the  next  day 
there  was  a  momentary  change  for  the  better ;  this 
was  judged  by  the  conduct  of  the  Courtiers,  who  in 
the  firft  indance  had  hooted  the  Dubarri’s,  fo  as  to 
compel  them  all  to  quit  Verfaitles,  and  to  force  the 
young  Marchionefs  of  that  name,  who  was  obliged 
by  her  duty  to  remain  with  the  Countefs  d’Artois, 
at  lead  to  alter  her  livery,  that  fhe  might  appear 
lefs  confpicuous :  their  behaviour  was  now  changed, 
it  was  a  continual  proceflion  of  Coaches  from  Ver- 
i allies  to  Ruelles,  where  the  favourite  was,  more 
numerous  than  that  from  Paris  to  Verfailles  ;  but 
they  foon  retracted,  in  proportion  as  the  accounts 
became  more  deiperate. 


The 
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The  King  died  on  the  10th  of  May,  at  twenty 
minutes  after  three.  The  whole  Court  inftanily 
repaired  to  Choify  ;  there  only  remained  with  the 
body  the  perfons  necelTary  to  take  care  of  it: 
the  utnioft  precipitation  was  ufed  in  removing  it 
from  the  calfle  ;  none  of  the  ufual  formalities 
were  obferved,  for  the  greater  difpatch  ;  and,  as 
perfons  of  the  profeffion  could  not  be  found,  in¬ 
trepid  enough  to  fulfil  them,  in  forty-eight  hours 
time  the  corpfe,  was  carried  to  St.  Denis,  with 
a  fuite  of  forty  of  the  body  guards,  and  a  few 
pages  attended  with  lights.  1  he  coffin  was  put 
in  a  hunting  carriage,  and  came  out  at  the  open¬ 
ing  in  the  front  ;  the  efcort  hurried  on  the  dead 
man,  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  had  fo  often  hur¬ 
ried  them  in  his  life-time.  Never  was  Monarch 
more  fpeedily  conducted.  The  fame  .indecency 
prevailed  upon  the  road  among  the  fpe£tators, 
and  at  St.  Dennis:  the  public-houfes  were  filled 
with  drunkards  who  were  finging,  and,  if  it  be 
a  fadt,  that  there  is  truth  in  wine,  we  may 
eafily  judge  of  the  fentiments  of  the  people'  from 

the  fpeech  of  one  of  them - 1  he  landlord 

wifhing  to  turn  this  man  out  of  the  houie,  in  or¬ 
der  to  get  rid  of  him,  told  him  that  the  fune¬ 
ral  of  Lewis  XV.  was  going  to  pafs  by  :  - — 

What,  faid  he,  with  a  licentioufnefs  which  fhewed 

plainly  the  fituation  he  was  in,  the  r - - /  has 

flawed  us  in  his  life-time ,  and  he  is  now  to  dejlroy 
us  rwith  thirjl  at  h  s  death  P 

A  bon  mot  of  another  kind,  attributed  to  the 
Abbe  de  Sainte  Genevieve,  gives  us,  in  addition 
to  this  curfe  of  the  populace,  the  fentiments  of 
the  citizens,  who  refledled  more  feriouily.  When 
this  Abbe  was  jelled  with  upon  the  fubjedl  of 
his  Saint,  and  upon  the  little  virtue  which  the 
opening  of  the  fhrine,  formerly  fo  efficacious,  had 
juft  difplayed  :  “  Well  Gentlemen f  anfwered.  he, 
44  what  do  you  complain  of  P  is  he  not  dead  P 

In  a  word,  the  furname  of  Louis  le  defire which 
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was  unanimou fly  decreed  to  his  fucceflbr,  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  moll  bitter  fat, 're  that  could  be  made 
upon  the  reign  ot  Louis  le  bien-aime  *.  Decency  did 
not  permit  Lewis  XVI.  to  accept  this  title  of  anti¬ 
cipated  flattery ;  he  rejefted  it  with  indignation 
jea  oufy,  without  doubt,  of  obtaining  it  more  wor¬ 
thily  from  poftenty.  OUtinam,  6 

*  Lewis  the  well-beloved. 
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Secret  Expedition,  from  1758  to  1759. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

CT*HE  following  memoir  has  been  communicated  to  us 
formerly  by  a  Firjl  Clerk  of  the  Navy  ;  this  is  the  in¬ 
formation  he  gave  us  refpe  fling  this  fngular  piece.  M. 
Berryer9  then  Minifier  of  this  department ,  not  knowing 
what  to  think  of  this  fecret  expedition ,  and  of  what  had 
paffed  in  ity  coufulted  M.  de  Lefferty  who  had  embarked 
in  the  fquadron  which  was  intrufted  with  it.  Though 
difappointed  of  the  profit  he  had  expected  in  this  voyagey 
this  merchant  was  the  mofi  impartial  hiftorian  he  could 
have  had  He  was  reckoned  a  man  of  underfiandingy 
merit y  and  probity ;  andy  as  he  had  been  often  at  feay  he 
was  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  navyy  to  draw  up 
an  account  fuch  as  the  Minifier  required.  In  the  perufal 
of  it  we  feey  that  this  fl ranger 9  though  more  connefled 
with  M.  Marchis  than  with  the  officers ,  did  not  conceal 
the  faults  and  defefls  of  the  former. 

As  for  the  refiy  the  anecdote  of  the  flap  in  the  face9 
and  the  account  of  M.  Marchisy  have  been  communicated 
to  us  by  a  man  of  veracity ,  whofe  tefiimony  cannot  be 
fufpefled. 

To  conclude  what  concerns  this  celebrated  adventurer 
M.  Marchis  died  among  the  Malayans ,  in  a  riot  where 
he  was  killed . 
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A  Certain  number  of  {hips  laden  with  the  mer¬ 
chandize  of  Alia,  return  every  year  from  In¬ 
dia  into  England.  Thefe  veflels  it  was  the  bufinefs 
to  intercept  ;  and  it  is  of  the  execution  of  this  pro¬ 
ject  that  we  mean  to  fpeak,  under  the  title  of  Secret 
Expedition. 

In  1758  there  was  a  man  in  Paris  much  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  Oriental  Teas,  who,  having  been  long 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Dutch  Company,  had  acquired 
a  tolerably  accurate  knowledge  of  the  trade  of  the 
Englifh  in  India  ;  he  had  quitted  the  Dutch  fervice 
for  fome  private  reafons,  and,  being  born  in  Frances 
had  not  loft  the  fentimenis  of  a  good  patriot  ;  he  had 
therefore  formed  the  projeft  of  carrying  off  fome 
of  the  {hips  fpoken  of  above,  for  which  purpofe 
he  wanted  fome  of  the  King’s  frigates  and,  bavin* 
gained  accefs  to  the  government,  he  made  his  de¬ 
mand  to  the  perfon  who  was  then  charged  with  the 
department  of  the  navy.  The  Court  always  dif- 
pofed  to  avail  itfelf  of  the  lights  that  are  im¬ 
parted,  wiihed  to  examine  the  matter  thorough¬ 
ly  ;  the  project  was  amply  difcuffed,  and  when 
the  Minifter  was  perfect  mailer  of  it,  he  found 
it  worthy  of  being  carried  into  execution  for  his 
Majefty  :  M.  Marchis  (the  name  of  the  fpeculafor) 
was  given  to  underlland,  that  it  would  be  more 
glorious  for  him  to  undertake  fuch  an  expedition  in 
the  name  of  the  King.  The  author  of  the  project 
who  had  not  learnt  in  Holland  the  intrigues  of  the 
Court  of  France,  was  eafily  prevailed  upon ;  he 
agreed  fucceffively  to  every  thing  that  was  propofed, 
was  flattered  with  the  fair  profpe£t  difplayed  to 
him,  and  was  only  fenfible  of  its  varying,  when 
matters  were  nearly  concluded  :  at  length  the  veil 
was  removed,  when  it  was  too  late  to  retract. 
The  bufinefs  is  now,  to  examine  what  his  plan  was  ; 
we  fhall  afterwards  fee  what  method  was  purfued 
to  carry  it  into  execution,  and  to  accelerate  the 
neceffary  armament ;  we  fhall  then  re-affume  our 
account  of  the  feveral  operations  of  the  campaign, 
and  ingenuoufly  relate  by  what  fatality,  or  by  what 

feries 
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feries  of  improper  meafures,  this  fine  proj eft,  fo 
clear,  fo  fimple,  and  to  all  appearances  fo  certain, 
has  neverthelefs  failed  in  the  moft  complete  man- 

To  fucceed  in  a  cruize  it  is  neceflary,  ift,  to  afctr- 
tain  a  fixed  point,  where  the  feveral  yeflels  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  intercepted  are  to  be  met  with  adly.  One 
muft  know  what  they  will  be  there  at  a  Hated  period, 
idly.  There  flrouid  be  no  apprehenfion  that  the  fea- 
fon,  the  winds,  or  the  currents _  flrouid  throw  the 
cruifing  velfels  out  of  their  ftations.  4th, -y.  One 
mull  be  able  to  calculate  the  forces,  more  or  lefs 
numerous,  one  may  have  to  do  with,  m  order  to  keep 
always  a  fuperior  force.  5thly.  In  a  word,  one  muft 
at  leafthave  one  failing  flriP,  fwift  enough  to  come 
up  in  a  chafe  with  any  velTel  wnatever  1  he  Mini- 
fter  thought  he  had  found  all  thefe  conditions  in  the 

accepted  projedt.  1  TT  .  , 

The  cruize  was  at  firft  fettled  for  St.  Helens,  as 

the  place  where  the  fhips  of  the  Engiifli  Company, 
coming  from  the  Indies  and  China,  invariably  put 
in;  befide  the  motives  of  convenience,  they  have  ab- 
folute  orders  to  touch  there,  to  join  the  fhip  fen! 
from  Europe  to  convey  them.  The  war  gave  no 
reafon  to  fear  that  they  would  alter  their  route,  lince 
they  had  not  done  it  during  the  laft  war,  nor  in  the 
beginning  of  this*.  It  was  afterwards  demonftrated, 
that  the  paffage  of  thefe  velfels  began  in  December 
at  fooneft,  and  ended  at  lateft  in  May.  This  aifer- 
tion  was  fupported  by  proofs  taken  from  the  know¬ 
ledge  of-  the  monfoons,  which  blow  towards  the  fe¬ 
veral  coafts  where  the  Engiifli  trade,  and  efpecially 
from  the  ceceflity  of  doubting  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  fo  juftly  called  the  Cape  of  Storms,  in  the  pro¬ 
per  feafon.  Befides,  this  cruife  was  reprefented  as 
one  of  the  moft  favourable  that  could  be  made.  The 
winds  in  that  part  ufualy  blow  from  the  fame  quar¬ 
ter,  are  never  violent ;  the  fea  is  beautiful  and  calm, 

*  Befides,  the  fubfiftence  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  inland  de¬ 
pended  upon  it,  for  every  veffel  was  obliged  to  bring  there  three 
tuns  of  rice,  which  they  took  up  in  India. 

the 
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the  Iky  pure  and  unclouded,  the  climate  wholefo 
and  temperate  ;  but  the  greateft  advantage  is  an  af 

Z°U  fer,tai.n  ?ftin?ati®“  °f  longitude,  without 
“g.  Iand,  by  the  knowledge  of  the  feveral  mag- 
netic  variations  in  thefe  latitudes.  Neither  was  there 
any  reafon  to  fear  being  attacked  by  an  enemy  of  fu- 
penor  force  It  is  known  that  the  fhips  coming  from 
Europe  take  great  care  to  avoid  St.  Helen’s,  and  the 
kngliih  were  not  able  to  recall  any  forces  from  India 
that  year ;  to  that  it  was  only  neceffary  to  be  able  to 
engage  a  frigate  of  40  guns,  which  fometimes  accom. 
pannes  thefe  vefTels  on  their  return,  or  a  fifty-gun  fhin 
coming  from  England  to  fetch  them.  The  final  reful  t 
of  all  thefe  fuppofitions  was,  that  it  being  in  our 
power  to  fend  vefTels  of  greater  or  lefs  force,  no¬ 
thing  could  prevent  us  from  choofing  the  beft-failing 
mips,  or  even  from  increafing  this  advantage  by  all 
pofiible  means..  What  fuccefs  was  there  not  reafon  to 
expea,  when  it  was  confidered  that  they  were  King’s 
flups,  which  were  going  to  attack  merchantmen — that 
the  former  .would  be  newly  careened,  light,  and  ma¬ 
noeuvred  with  as  much  rapidity  as  precifion  ;  while 
the  latter  would  have  been  fatigued  at  fea  for  feveral 
months,  would  be  laden  up  to  their  very  tops,  and 
would  have  the  greateft  part  of  their  crews  difabled. 
The  projea  being  thus  fettled,  three  things  were  ne» 
ceflary  to  make  it  fucceed ;  firft  to  put  the  fqua- 
d.ron  intended  for  this  enterprize  in  a  ftate  of  fupe- 
rior  ftrength  to  the  enemy,  and  to  fend  it  early  enough 
not.  to  be  expofed  to  the  hazards  and  impediments 
which  fo  often  make  naval  expeditions  mifcarry  :  fe- 
condly,  to  provide  it  with  every  thing  neceffary  for 
its  prefervation  and  fubfiftence,  fo  as  to  enable  it  to 
begin  the  cruife  as  early,  and  to  continue  it  as  long, 
as  circumftances  fihould  require:  thirdly,  as  harmony, 
exa&nefs,  and  perfeverance  in  the  execution,  were  of 
themfelves  fuiftcient  to  infure  fuccefs,  the  worft  effec¬ 
tual  meafures  were  to  be  taken  to  prevent  every  thing 
that  might  excite  contrary  difpofitions  between  the 
chiefs  and  the  fubalterns.  We  fliall  fee  by  the  fequel, 
that  this  point,  efpecially,  was  the  one  in  which  the 
policy  of  the  minifter  mifcarried.  Let  us  now  pro¬ 
ceed 
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ceed  to  examine  the  preparatives.  In  the  month  of 
Auguft  1758,  that  is  to  fay,  when  the  fquadron  ought 
to  have  let  fet  fail,  an  order  was  lent  to  Breft  to  fir  out 
a  64  gun  fliip,  and  two  frigates.  'I  he  more  to  acce¬ 
lerate  the  expedition,  one  Ihip  had  been  pitched  upon 
which  was  excellently  well  adapted  to  the  purpofe, 
but  which  was  undergoing  a  conhderable  repair,  and 
was  in  no  great  lorwardnels:  the  Court  was  given  to 
under  [land,  thet  they  had  not  confidered,  that  it  would 
have  been  as  well  to  order  a  lliip  to  be  built  on  pur¬ 
pofe  ;  upon  which  another  of  50  guns  was  fubilituted 
to  it,  acknowledged  alfo  to  be  very  good,  but  the 
Captain  not  being  fatisfied  with  her,  it  was  neceiTary 
to  name  a  third,  which  was  a  veflel  from  Provence*. 
We  have  already  obferved,  that  two  frigates  were  fit¬ 
ting  out.  They  could  only  carry  provifions  for  fix 
monts,  and  the  Commandant  had  fome  only  for 
feven,  for  a  voyage  of  at  lead  a  twelvemonth.  T  his 
inconvenience  might  eaftly  have  been  remedied,  by 
loading  a  pink  at  the  fuite  of  the  fquadron  but  an 
eafier  and  lefs  expenfive  expedient  was  thought  of.  v 
It  was  a  point  fettled,  that  we  fhould  not  pafs  the 
Madeira  iflands  without  having  taken  feveral  prizes  ; 
accordingly,  arrangements  had  been  alredv  made  to 
preferve  one  or  feveral  of  them  from  hofpital  fhips,in 
which  the  provifions  of  the  others  fhould  be  put. 
Thefe  hopes  ought  certainly  to  have  been  very  well 
founded,  otherwife  the  expedition  was  expofed  to 
the  rifqe  of  failing  for  a  trifling  matter,  either  by 
wafting,  at  the  firft  place  they  fhould  put  in  at,  time 
which  was  very  precious,  in  fupplying  themfelves 
with  provifions,  or  by  being  ditabled,  for  want  of 
that  refource,  from  cruizing  as  long  as  it  might  per¬ 
haps  be  necelfary.  But  the  Minifter  had  no  con- 
fideration  more  urgent,  than  the  getting  rid  of  us  ; 
we  are  too  apt  to  imagine,  in  naval  affairs,  that  when 
once  a  fquadron  is  failed,  every  thing  is  done.  Ours 

*  L’Achille  of  64  guns;  the  two  frigates  were  the 
Zephyr,  and  the  Syrene,  of  32,  guns  each. 
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remained  fome  time  in  the  road  :  the  crews  were 
increased,  but  there  was  no  money  to  pay  them 
^ljl  '  ot  exchange  were  fent  which  were  not  yet  due! 
At  length  an  examination  was  made,  and  '40,000 
hy *  were  embarked,  to  fupply  the  want  of  the 
pmk  or  the  deficiency  of  the  prizes,  which  were 
looked  upon  as  lure.  This  was  enough  to  furniih  us 
Y'lth  provifions  for  about  fix  weeks,  and  with  thefe 
uccours  we  let  fail  the  14th  of  October,  with 'a  to¬ 
lerably  favourable  wind.  The  fecret  of  our  comrnif- 
fion  was  the  circumftance  that  had  been  bed  ob- 
lerved  ;  when  we  fet  out,  we  were  fent  every  where 
but  to  the  place  we  were  going.  Two  paffengers 
ad  been  put  on  board  of  us  incognito ,  which  gave 
rde  to  many  fpeculations.  M.  de  Maffiac  was  now 
cmy  anxious  upon  one  point,  which  was,  whether 
We  should  efcape  the  Englida  ;  as  for  the  reft,  he 
had  reafon  to  congratulate  himfelf  upon  having  un¬ 
dertaken  an  enterprise,  the  fuccefs  of  which  would 
illuftrate  his  adrninitlration,  however  fhort,  as  he 
expe&ed,  its  duration  might  be.  He  depended  much 
upon  the  commander  of  the  fquadron  J  with  whom 
he  had  been  intimate.  He  was  a  man  of  fafhion, 
but  poor,,  and  obliged  to  himfelf  only  for  his  educa¬ 
tion.  Without  having  ever  been  at  Court,  he  pof- 
feffed  all  the  art  of  the  mod  confummate  Courtier  ; 
deftitute  of  any  protection  or  fupport,  he  had  found 
means,  by  dint  ot  labour,  fupplenefs,  and  perfeve- 
rance,  to  fupplant  feveral  of  his  comrades  ;  inured 
to  fatigue,  exact  in  his  duty,  and  fond  of  his  profef- 
fion,  he  had  for  a  long  while  commanded  a  frigate, 
In  two  fquadrons,  and  had  always  diftinguifhed  him¬ 
felf  by  his  vigilance  in  difcovering  the  enemy,  his 
activity  in  purfuing  them,  and  his  ardour  to  take 
them.  Jn  a  word,  he  was  Cardinal  Mazarins’s  man, 
he  was  fortunate.  Thefe  great  qualities  rendered 
him  very  fit  to  command  the  expedition  intruded  to 

*  Between  one  and  two  thouf?nd  pounds. 
t  M.  dd  Marnieres,  Captain  of  a  fhip,  commanded  l’Achille; 
M:  de  Grade,  Lieutenant,  the  Zephir ;  and  M.  Dumatz,  the 
Byrene. 

him, 
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him.  Of  the  two  Captains  of  the  frigates,  one  was 
a  friend  and  relation  to  the  Minifter,  the  other  was 
his  nephew  ;  this  was  their  greatefl  merit.  he  nr 
however,  palled  for  oeing  a  good  iubaltern  officer. 
Such  were  the  Chiefs  of  our  expedition.  It  began 
happily  enough,  fince  it  is  become  a  fortunate  evenly 
for  the  French,  not  to  be  taken  upon  their  going  out 
of  their  roads  ;  we  therefore  elcaped  the  Lngliih, 
who  were  cruizing  on  our  coafls,  and  we  avoided, 
according  to  the  orders  of  the  Court,  taking  notice 
of  any  veffel  whatfoever.  On  the  18t.l1,  M.  de  Mar- 
nieres,  being  at  more  than  150  leagues  of  Ufhant, 
opened  his  packets  ;  and  the  frit  relult  of  this  was 
to  change  our  proceeding,  and  to  order  our  frigates 
to  give  chace  to  every  thing  they  fhouid  meet,  and 
to  engage,  take,  or  fink  the  enemy  s  flops.  .  T  he 
very  next  day  we  took  a  fmall  Englifh  collier  in 
tow  ;  it  feemed  a  natural  thing  to  burn  her,  as  flie 
could  not  be  of  any  ufe  to  us,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
muft  of  neceffity  retard  us  greatly  in  our  courfe, 
while  every  inflant  of  time  became  daily  more  pre¬ 
cious  :  this  was  not  done,  and  it  was  thought  proper 
to  carry  this  conquell  in  triumph,  and  to  take  her  in 
tow,  in  order  not  tolofe  light  of  her.  Confidering  this 
merely  as  an  object  of  parade,  our  knowing  failors 
Tiad  occafioned  the  very  next  day  to  prefume  that  we 
had  done  right,  and  that  we  fhouid  fcarce  take  any 
prizes,  out  of  the  fame  nature.  Accordingly,  as 
early  as  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  frigates  hay¬ 
ing  noticed  two  veffels  in  the  fouth,  and  S.  S.  W.  in- 
flead  of  remaining  with  our  main-fail,  as  we  were, 
we  trimmed  our  courfes  and  top-fails,  and  fleered 
from  S.  S.  E.  to  S.  i  S.  E.  near  the  wind,  with  the 
Englifh  flag  and  llreamers  :  the  weather  having 
cleared  up,  the  veffel  in  the  fouth  bore  down  upon  us. 
There  was  no  doubt  made  of  her  being  a  privateer  ; 
flie  was  a  very  pretty  built  fhip,  and  f ui ted  us  ex- 
adlly  ;  we  already  congratulated  ourfelves  upon  this 
capture,  but  this  was  felling  the  bear’s-fkin  before  it 
was  killed  :  inflead  of  fuffering  her  to  enage  herfelf, 
and  of  making  one  of  the  two  frigates  tack  in  order 
to  gain  the  wind  of  her;  we  failed  all  three  on  the 
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ftarboard  tack,  while  fl,e  bore  down  on  the  larboard 

f  cT?StOWlndwardofus>  the  wind  being  then 
fro,n  S  W.  to  S.  S.  W.  The  Syrene,  whiclf  was 

foremolb  and  neareft  to  the  enemy,  having  placed 

li  f  ni  0”2'  fldc  tHe  ,Veire1,  Poured  in  her  broad- 
1 ,  g°ing  forward  ;  the  flag  was  immediately 
taken  down,  without  firing  one  Angle  gun  ;  it  was 
pre fumed  that  the  veflel  had  ftruck,  and  dirpofitions 
were  made  for  taking  her  in  tow.  How  great  was 
our  fur  prize,  when  we  law  .the  flag  hoifted  again 
and  the  veffel  crowded  with  fails!  this  manoeuvre' 
was  thought  fcandalous  and  unfair ;  we  talked  of 
puniUung  it  as  it  deferved,  and  propofed  ample  ven¬ 
geance  to  ourfelves. .  She  tailed  away  the  more  ra¬ 
pidly  ;  we  were  obliged  to  tack  about,  and  ro  let 
out  our  reefs,  which  were  alfo  entangled.  During 
t  is  manoeuvre,  which  was  far  from  being  executed 
with^  precifion,  the  enemy  got  confiderablv  a-head 
fteering  W.  N.  W.  and  after  two  hours  chace,  her 
superior  fwiftnefs  Hill  enabling  her  to  maintain  her 
advantage,  we  tacked  about  with  regret  of  having 
miffed  our  prey.  An  inquiry  was  then  made  by 
whole  fault  this  had  happened.  The  Commandant 
Hid  it  to  the  charge  of  the  Subalterns  ;  and  thefe 
upon  their  Chief;  while  matters  in  the  mean  time 
were  not  better  conducted.  From  that  day  we  met 
with  none  but  neutral  bottoms,  till  we  arrived  as  far 
a?s  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands,  where  we  anchored  on 
the  16th  of  November.  This  place  was,  indeed, 
the  fir  If  we  were  to  flop  at,  according  to  the  orders* 
of  the  Court  ;  but  they  were  conditional,  and  the 
fituation  in  which  we  were  feemed  to  enable  us 
to  proceed. 

At  our  departure  from  France,  we  had  taken  in 
water  for  more  than  one  hundred  days  ;  a  circum- 
ftance  not  known  :  fo  that  we  had  ftill  enough  re¬ 
maining  for  more  than  fourfcore,  and  this,  being 
well  managed,  might  have  lafled  ninety,  and  even 
an  hundred  days,  Why  fhould  we,  therefore  amufe 
ourfel  ves  near  a  week  in  a  {fate  of  inactivity  entirely 
ufelefs,  and  lofe  a  time  become  more  and  more  pre¬ 
cious  from  all  the  delays  we  had  experienced  ? 

This 
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This  was  the  lead  inconvenience  we  fuftained  ;  and 
we  muft  now  begin  to  reveal  the  firft  feed  of  difcord, 
which  increafed  fo  much  in  the  fequel  as  to  occafion, 
in  a  great  meafure,  that  ferjous  of  misfortunes  which 
the  fquadron  underwent.  We  have  already  obferv- 
ed,  that  two  palfengers  had  embarked  incognito. 
Who  were  thefe  two  men,  and  what  were  they  to 
do  ?  This  was  at  firft  a  problem  to  the  fuperior 
Officers.  It  might  have  remained  io  a  long  time,  if 
the  prefent  filence  had  been  obferved  :  but  M.  de 
Marnieres  had  fcarce  opened  his  packets,  than  it 
was  known  that  there  was  in  them  a  brevet  of  Cap¬ 
tain  of  a  frigate  for  the  campaign  granted  to  the 
Sieur  Marchis,  author  of  the  project,  and  one  of  the 
two  Grangers  ;  the  other  was  a  merchant  of  Lifbon*. 
This  was  all  that  had  yet  tranfpired  ;  it  was  not 
poffible  that  it  fliould  be  kept  a  fecret  ,•  but  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  ought  to  have  been  fo,  was,  that  in 
thefe  fame  packets  there  was  an  order  from  the 
King  which  appointed  the  Chevalier  de  Grcfl’e  Com¬ 
mandant  of  the  iquadron,  in  cafe  of  the  death  of  M# 
de  Marnieres,  and  in  cale  they  both  died,  M.  Marchis. 
This  is  the  point  which  gave  confiderable  offence, 
and  that  in  which  the  policy  of  the  Miniftry  was 
deficient.  In  fa6l,  no  good  reception  was  given  to  a 
ffranger  who  only  entered  into  the  fervice  of  the 
navy  at  that  very  inffant,  and  was  upon  the  eve  of 
commanding  three  fets  of  Staff  Officers.  It  would 
already  have  been  fufficient  to  fee  him  fecond  Cap¬ 
tain  ;  if  that  quality,  which  only  fignifies  a  man  in 
a  (hip  who  has  nothing  to,  had  not  comforted  them 
for  this  fuperiority.  Befides,  M.  de  Marnieres  had 
done  all  he  could  to  elude  acknowledging  him  in  that 
rank,  and  even  this  acknowledgment  had  been  made 
with  fo  little  form,  that,  properly  fpeaking,  he  was 
nothing  more  than  a  mere  paffenger,  who  is  treated 
with  feme  degree  of  confideration.  He  did  not  even 

t 

*  M.  de  Leffert,  a  French  merchant  fettled  at  Litton;  his 
commiflion,  as  being  acquainted  with  the  country,  was  to  di¬ 
rect  the  fale  !  the  merchandize  of  the  veffels  that  were  taken, 
and  to  procu.t  -u  advantageous  difpofal  of  them. 
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enjoy  his  lodging  ;  and  the  Commandant,  in  beftow- 
illiarr  v^n  P°litenefs  upon  him,  had  in- 


liave  agreed  with  the  artful  and  fupple  charafter 
ot  M.  de  Marmeres  ;  the  latter  derived  no  other 
advantage  from  his  artifices,  than  to  involve  him- 
idf  every  inftant  in  frefli  difficulties,  from  which  he 
extricated  himfelt  worfe  and  worfe,  becaufe  autho¬ 
rity  when  once  called  in  queftion  never  recovers 
its  rirlt  vigour,  and  always  continues  decreafino-, 

Marchis  was  to  have  the  conduit  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition,  it  was  enjoined  to  M.  de  Marnieres,  in  his 
inilructions,  to  undertake  nothing  without  having  the 
opimon  of  this  Granger,  even  in  writing.  His  com- 
miiiion  was  efpecially  to  begin  at  the  departure  from 
the  Cape  de  Verd  lflands,  becaufe,  the  croffing  of 
the  I  me  being  confidered  as  the  moll  difficult  ma~ 
nceu.'^e,  and  ot  the  greateft  confequence,  it  was 
necefiary  to  be  guided  by  an  experienced  pilot  ;  this 
was  the  decifive  moment.  '1  he  Commandant  might 
ftill  invert  M.  Marchis,  his  advifer,  with  all  the  dif- 
tin&ions  with  which  it  had  pleafed  the  King  to  ho¬ 
nour  h?m,  make  the  Officers  fenfible  of  how  much 
weight  he  was  to  be  in  the  expedition,  and  keep 
them  in  fuch  awe  that  they  would. infallibly  be  in 
proper  fubordi nation,  and,"  if  they  fhould "  fwerve 
from  it,  imprefs  them  with, the  idea  ol  difpleafing 
the  Court,  and  of  contributing  to  the  misfortunes  of 
an  expedition,  the  apparatus  and  the  fecrecy  of 
which  kept  France  in  fingular  expectation.  The  va¬ 
nity  of  M.  de  Marnmres,  and  his  little  fteadinefs, 
not  permitting  him  to  take  that  hep,  he  did  not  even] 
in  default  of  that  lleadinefs,  adopt  the  conduct  that 
appeared  the  moil  natural.  Any  other  man  would 
have  ventured  every  thing  ;  .he  w  >uld  have  declared 
to  M  Marchis,  that  his  interference  was  confidered 
as  uielefs,  even  as  ^ifgr aceful  ;  and  that  one  could 
very  well  do  without  him.  The  Commandant  was 


far 
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far  from  making  fuch  a  declaration  ;  he  traded  to 
his  policy,  and  thought  by  dint  of  artifice  he  fhond 
at  the  fame  time  lpare  his  own  vanity,  that  of  the 
ftranger,  and  even  that  of  the  fubalterns.  He  there¬ 
fore  took  the  advice  of  M.  Marchis  only  in  private, 
and  retailed  the  orders  as  afterwards  as  coming  from 
himfelf.  The  campaign  would  have  paffed  very 
well  in  this  manner,  it  this  manoeuvre  had  laded  ; 
but  the  dranger  and  the  fubalterns  perceiving  it, 
were  equally  diffatisfied  wtth  M  de  Marnieres.  1  he 
former  affected  to  give  his  advice  publicly,  and  the 
latter  to  execute  nothing  that  came  through  that 
channel  ;  this  obliged  M.  de  Marnieres  to  be  per¬ 
petually  devidng  expedients  to  palliate,  to  calm, 
and  to  foften  ;  but  he  did  not  fucceed  on  any  fide  ; 
his  people  were  alienated  from  him,  and  M.  Marchis 
was  reconciled  to  him  merely  from  motives  oi  po¬ 
licy  ;  his  advice  was  only  afked  when  it  was  unavoid¬ 
able  ;  and  he  opened  himfelf  only  as  far  as  his  duty 
and  his  confcience  required  ;  he  entertained  a  deep 
refentment  of  the  little  attention  paid  either  to  his 
peiionor  advice  ;  he  found  himfelf  fhamefully  abuled, 
and  could  not  avoid,  from  time  to  time,  letting  his 
diffatisfa&ion  appear.  He  in  vain  attempted,  feve- 
ral  times,  to  feize  a  portion  of  the  authority  which 
belonged  to  him  ;  the  only  refult  of  it  was  frefh 
animolity ;  and  the  antipathy  rofe  to  Inch  a  height, 
that,  when  we  arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  all 
the  Staff  Officers,  except  the  Captain,  refufed  to 
fpeak  to  him.  Nfotwithflanding  all  thefe  divifions. 
Providence,  no  doubt,  watching  over  us,  our  croffing 
the  Line  was  happy  ;  we  had  done  it  at  a  point  and 
in  a  moment  that  was  favourable  j  our  voyage  had 
iafted  but  fifty-five  days. 

It  was  in  this  road  of  the  Cape’  of  Good  Hope 
that  the  animofities,  which  till  then  had  been  only 
concealed,  broke  out  :  feveral  circumstances  con¬ 
curred  in  making  the  difeord  public.  At  firft,  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  navy  had  only  for  the  intruder 
that  general  contempt  which  they  make  it  a  rule  to 
have  for  every  one  who  does  not  belong  to  their 
corps ;  but  young  men,  without  experience  or  ta¬ 
lents, 
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lents,  could  not  avoid  being  much  kept  in  awe  by 
the  capacity  of  a  man  who  had  navigated  in  India 
and  in  the  South  Seas  ;  who  had  vifited  the  feveral 
Dutch  and  Englifh  factories  ;  who  had  commanded 
fleets  and  fquadrons  for  the  States  General ;  who,  in 
a  word,  declared  himfelf  to  be  invefted  with  the 
higbeft  dignities  in  their  fervice.  M.  Marchis  made 
the  greater  parade  of  all  thefe  circumftanees,  as  he 
was  fenfible  of  what  importance  it  was  to  place 
himfelf  in  a  confpicuous  light  j  unfortunately,  he 
was  not  artful  enough  to  improve  thefe  advantages, 
inftead  of  being  referved  in  his  communications,  of 
affuming  an  appearance  of  modefty,  of  keeping  all 
prying  perfons  at  a  diflance,  and  anfwering  only 
like  an  oracle,  in  fhort  and  ambiguous  terms,  he 
affected  lefs  to  ditplay  the  knowledge  of  a  traveller, 
than  the  defire  of  impofing  upon  credulity  ;  he  fell 
into  contradidtions,  and  by  wanting  to  appear  an 
extraordinary  man,  he  was  found  inferior  to  an 
ordinary  one.  He  manifeffed  his  character  tho¬ 
roughly,  which  was  a  low  and  puerile  vanity,  an 
infupportable  felf-love  :  the  contempt  in  which  his 
perfon  was  holden,  being  no  more  balanced  by  the 
high  opinion  of  his  knowledge,  was  even  transferred 
to  his  merit :  prognoflics,  which  he  hazarded  con¬ 
cerning  our  navigation,  and  affertions  refpedting  the 
winds  and  the  currents,  which  were  not  confirmed 
by  experience,  made  him  fall  into  total  difcredit, 
and  he  was  no  longer  confidered  but  as  an  ignorant 
man,  and  an  impofior.  On  our  arrival  at  the  Cape, 
he  was  the  perfon  commiirioned  to  anchor  us  in  that 
road  ;  and  it  mud  be  acknowledged,  that,  whether 
from  timidity  or  forgetfulnefs  of  the  fituation,  he 
did  not  ill i n e  upon  that  ocafion  The  fubalterns  very 
readily  took  notice  of  his  embarralfment,  and  availed 
themfelves  of  it  againfl  him;  but  the  circuniflance 
which  made  the  divifion  break  out  in  the  mod  linking 
manner,  was  the  imprudence  M.  Marchis  was  guilty 
of,  in  putting  on  the  naval  uniform:  this  vanity  was 
looked  upon  as  an  unpardonable  infolence  ;  indig¬ 
nation  was  carried  fo  far,  as  to  induce  them  to  for¬ 
get  the  King’s  orders,  the  authority  of  the  Com¬ 
mandant,  and  even  ail  proceedings  of  humanity  : 
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this  occafioned  the  lefs  concern,  as  the  popular  re¬ 
ports  that  were  circulated  to  his  difadvantage  in  the 
city*,  were  received  with  avidity;  he  was  readily 
believed  to  be  an  infamous  villain,  an  inipoflor,  who 
had  deceived  the  Court,  becaufe  it  was  wifhed  he 
Hiould  prove  fo.  M.  de  Marnieres  himfelf  gave  into 
the  divinon,  and  authentically  deprived  him  of  all 
the  prerogatives  of  his  place  ;  which  he  had  folernn- 
ly  promifed  to  make  him  enjoy,  and  which  he  had 
even  owned,  that  he  could  not  deprive  him  of  with¬ 
out  prevaricating  effentially.  This  ftroke  difconcert- 
ed  the  arrogance  of  M.  Marchis  ;  he  gave  up  all  the 
prolpedts  of  honours  and  dignities  he  had  flattered 
himfelf  with:  heprefented  a  memorial  to  M,  de  Marni¬ 
eres,  wherein  he  fummoned  him  to  declare  categori¬ 
cally  whether  he  confidered  him  as  ufelefs  in  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  the  commiflion ;  in  which  cafe  he  intreated 
him  to  fuffer  him  to  return  to  Europe  ;  or  to  puniih 
him,  if  guilty,  and  that  he  thought  him  frill  neceffary; 
or,  in  a  word,  if  he  were  ufeful  and  innocent,  to 
fuffer  him  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  the  place.  M.  de 
Marnieres  was  not  a  man  to  a£t  a  decifive  part  with 
refpect  to  thefe  propofals.  Me  could  not  but  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  goodnefs  of  the  project,  of  which 
feveral  experienced  officers  of  the  Company  affured 
him;  on  the  other  hand,  he  wanted  fome  perfon  to 
be  anfwerable  for  the  failure  of  it,  if  it  did  not  fuc- 
ceed:  he  was  therefore  far  from  giving  M.  Marchis 
tlie  liberty  of  departing,  as  ufelefs,  or  from  pu~ 
niihing  him  as  guilty  ;  but  he  did  not  reftore  him 
to  the  functions  which  he  claimed  ;  he  fhuffled,  he 
eluded,  he  gained  time  ;  and  we  left  the  Cape  with¬ 
out  either  of  them  knowing  what  they  had  to  depend 
upon,  and  what  their  intentions  were. 

At  length,  on  the  17th  of  February,  in  the 
morning  we  fet  fail  ;  every  one  was  attentive  to 
the  manoeuvres  going  forwards,  and  at  that  inftant 


*  We  (hall  be  informed  what  thofe  reports  were,  by  a  fhort 
account  of  the  life  of  M.  Marchis,  communicated  to  us  by  an 
officer  very  well  acquainted  with  him  in  1  ndia  :  it  is  too  lore  to 
be  inlerted  in  a  note.  6 
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a  iecret  was  to  be  brought  to  light,  which  had  excited 
the  curiolity  of  the  whole  fquadron  for  feveral  months; 
when  it  was  feen  that  we  were  returning  the  fame  way 
we  came,  it  was  no  longer  doubted  that  we  were  go¬ 
ing  to  cruize  off  St.  Helen’s:  this  project  could  not 
be  centered,  becaufe  it  was  approved  by  all  the  able 
bailors  of  the  Cape.  The  merit  of  the  invention 
only  was  depreciated  ;  the  form  and  the  execution 
of  it  was  criticized,  and  it  was  faid,  that  it  was 
undertaken  too  late;  it  was  known  for  a  certainty, 
that  no  other  fhips  than  thofe  from  China  were  to 
pafs  that  year.  Thefe  reproaches  could  not  fall 
upon  M.  Marchis  ;  he,  on  the  contrary,  retaliated 
With  more  reafon,  and  found  fault  with  the  feve¬ 
ral  manoeuvres  ;  he  complained,  that  his  advice  was 
a  Iked  and  not  followed  :  but,  notwithffanding  all 
thele  obftacles,  we  perceived  St.  Helen’s  on  the" fifth 
of  March. 

We  cruized  till  the  4th  of  May,  without  falling 
in  with  any  but  neutral  veffels,  which  affured  us  we 
fhould  infallibly  meet  with  the  fhips  from  China 
that  were  not  yet  praTed,  and  perhaps  with  others. 
'I  his  intelligence  was  very  difpleafmg  to  the  officers, 
who,  preferring  the  gratification  of  their  jealoufy  to 
their  intereft,  were  defirous  that  the  project  fhould 
mifearry,  not  only  in  the  execution,  but  even  in  the 
.^peculation  ;  and  exerted  their  utmoft  endeavours  to 
efredl  this,  'i  he  author  of  it  was  more  and  more 
looked  upon  as  a  cypher ;  he  was  not  confulted 
upon  any  thing;  or,  if  M.  de  Marnieres  did  lome- 
times  afk  his  advice,  it  was  with  a  defign  to  follow 
it  in  an  improper  manner.  M.  Marehis  had  obferved 
at  firff,  that,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  the  land,  we  had 
been  too  near  it,  and  had  run  the  rifque  of  being  dif- 
covered  by  the  enemy :  and  afterwards,  that  we  had 
got  too  far  from  it,  keeping  ourfelves  fonietimes  at 
more  than  50  leagues  diltance  from  it,  fo  that  fhips 
might  eafily  Hud  between  us  and  the  ifiand*.  He 

reafoned 

*  This  conjecture  was  verified  by  the  interception  of  the 
Swift,  a  (loop  coming  horn  St.  Helen’s  to  cruize  in  the  wat 
of  the  (hips  expe&ed  from  China  and  India,  which  had  de¬ 
clared, 
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reafoned  upon  tills  obje&ion  like  an  experienced  Tailor. 
In  fad,  laid  he,  although  it  be  the  culloni  of  the 
Engliili  returning  from  India,  either  to  keep  in  the 
latitude  of  St.  Helen’s,  about  So  leagues  diftant,  as  it 
is  only  accordingly  to  their  eftimate  ,  it  is  ve'ry  pofli- 
ble  that  there  may  be  an  error  of  30  or  40  leagues 
in  their  calculation,  efpecially  after  To  long  a  voy¬ 
age;  he  alfo  obferved  that  the  frigates  fometimes 
parted  company  ;  in  a  word,  he  faw  nothing  but  in¬ 
dolence,  negligence,  want  of  precifion,  and  pitiful 
manceuvres,  and  efpecially  improper  diipoiitions, 
prevailing  in  the  cruiTe,  the  principal  fucceis  of 
which  was  to  depend  upon  the  vigilance,  the  atten¬ 
tion,  and  the  zeal  with  which  it  ihould  have  been 
purl  ued. 

However,  notwirhflanding  the  various  caufes 
which  ought  to  have  occafioned  the  total  mifearriage 
of  the  plan  ot  the  campaign,  on  the  4th  of  May  we 
difeovered  four  veffels,  judged  to  be  fhips  from 
Cnina,  becaufe  finking  deep  in  the  water,  they  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  heavy  laden  in  their  tops,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  roods  they  carry  ;  a  orcumfcance 
not  observed  in  yeficls  lefs  encumbered,  and  able  to 
fail  with  more  advantage.  It  would  be  tirefome 


mat 


to  give  an  account  of  the  manoeuvres  of  . „ 

memorable  day,  in  which  the  joy  ol  the  crews  was 
at  hrft  the  greater,  as  the  enemy  feemed  to  fhew  ex¬ 
treme  confidence,  and  were  tailing  C own  directly 
upon.  us.  It  was  then  only  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  they  were  not  at  four  leagues  dif- 
tance  ;  we  cud  not  dare  to  put  upon  the  lame  tack 
as  they  were  for  fear  of  alarming  them;  this  was 
oyd}  done  about  noon,  when,  by  the  feverai  evolu¬ 
tions  they  were,  obfierved  to  make,  it  was  ]  lid  red 
they  were  beginning  to  fufped  us,  and  whom  they 

claitu,  (hat  a  vefiel  from  Kurope  had  put  in  on  the  12th  of 
March  laden  with  money  for  the  iflarid,  and  hud  departed  im¬ 
mediately  for  Bencoohn,  without  cur  having  known  any 
tmng  ot  tne  matter.  The  precaution  taken  on  this  ocxalimi 
Jii ihlied  alfo  the  reproach  of  M.  de  Mar  chi?,  of  our  havinr  eot 
too  near  the  land;  Imce  it  U  probable  that  (loop  had  cnlv°been 
difpa  tehee,  upon  the  knowledge  that  had  been  gained  in  the 
ifland  0i  our  cruize,  by  cur  imprudence,  in  fuffcan,  Oa.ai;,  .w 
be  ieen  by  them. 
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ucjc  bolides  too  far  engaged,  being  only  about  a 
league  from  us. 

1  he  chace  we  gave  them  was  then  fo  ill  execu¬ 
ted,  that  we  were  not  able  to  gain  more  than  about 
a  league  upon  them  before  night,  when  we  entirely 
loll  light  of  them. 

i  M.  Ad  arch  is  oblerved  four  capital  faults,  which 
bad  occafioned  the  little  fuccefs  of  the  day. 

lib.  He  had  for  a  long  while  complained  that  we 
oid  not  keep  in  the  latitude  towards  the  middle  of 
the  ifland  that  his  inilrudtions  were  by  no  means 
followed,  which  were,  that  the  Syrene ,  as  the  belt 
iailer.  fhould  keep  the  moth  to  windward, 


50',  and  we  in  the  middle,  in  15°,  from  45 


16 

*°  5°  •  Initead  of  which  it  appeared,  that  on  this 
day  the  moft  forward  veffel  was  only  in  159  45b 
AVhat  a  prodigious  difference  !  If  we  had  remained 
jn  our  proper  Ifations,  the  enemy  being  exactly  in 
the  mid-way  of  the  land,  according  to  cuftom, 
would  have  been  under  our  ilieets,  and  could  not 
have  efcaped  us. 

idly.  He  wanted  the  Syrene ,  on  account  of  her 
fuperior  lwiftnefs,  to  be  always,  at  break  of  day, 
three  leagues  to  windward;  which  was  not  done, 
the  three  veffels  for  fome  time  having  failed  all  to¬ 
gether. 

3d  1  y  In  order  more  effectually  to  deceive  the  ene¬ 
my,  he  pretended  that  it  was  neceffary  to  hoift  Dutch 
colours.  It  was  the  more  ealy  to  impofe  upon  them 
by  that  manoeuvre,  as  it  was  the  fealon  for  the  fe- 
cond  fleet  from  the  Cape,  and  as  it  was  fettled,  that 
in  cafe  of  feparation  the  meeting  was  to  be  at  St. 
Helen’s. 

4 1 h  1  y .  As  the  Syrene  was  feen  to  fall  to  leeward 
in  the  afternoon,  the  lignal  was  made  to  her  to  fail 
as  clofe  to  the  wind  as  poflible.  This  lignal  was 
made  with  a  flag  half  blue  and  half  white.  A/I.  Mar- 
chis  was  much  concerned  at  this,  becaufe,  the  white 
colour  being  the  moll  confpicuous  at  a  diflance,  the 
fight  of  that  was  alone  fufHcient  to  confirm  the 

O 

Englifli  in  their  fufpicions,  and  entirely  to  difeover 
us. 


A  fifth, 
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A  fifth,  more  eflential  fault,  was  found  out  two 
days  after,  when  the  Syvetic,  which  had  been  loft 
ever  tince  the  evening  ot  the  4^1  >  was  found  again. 
M.  Dumatz,  her  Captain,  having  palfed  by^  our 
ftern,  reported,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  night, 
not  diftinguilhing  us  any  longer,  he  had  made  feve- 
ral  tacks ;  that  in  the  morning,  chance  had  made 
him  difcover  the  four  Englilb  veffels  j  that  he  had 
kept  them  in  fight  all  day :  that  towards  evening^  he 
had  perceived  he  was  gaining  upon  them,  but  that 
uneafy  about  our  abfence,  he  had  thought  proper  to 
return  to  the  place  of  cruiie,  and  to  give  an  account 
of  what  he  had  feen. 

This  event  occafioned  the  queftion  to  be  afkec, 
why  M.  de  Marnieres  had  not  given  inftrudtions  111 
cafe  of  reparation  at  the  time  of  chafing.  It  is 
certain  that  the  Syrene  was  fufftcient  tofeize  and  take 
thefe  four  veffels  in  tow,  if  fhe  had  been  ordered  to 
purfue  in  full  fail,  without  concern  for  the  reft  of  the 
fquadron. 

By  the  report  of  the  frigate,  it  was  judged  that 
the  Engliih  had  not  given  up  the  project  of  entering 
the  iftand,  and  upon  this  occafion  the  moft  prudent 
plan  was  adopted,  which  was  to  continue  to  block 
it  up,  by  keeping,  however,  at  a  fufficient  height 
to  difcover  the  enemy  again,  if  they  fliould  remain 
in  thofe  latitudes.  In  this  inftance  M.  de  Marnieres, 
fenfible  from  all  that  had  paffed,  of  the  injury  he 
had  done  to  Government,  was  defirous  of  reconcil¬ 
ing  himfelf  with  M.  Marchis  ;  he  invited  him  to  a 
Council  holden  among  the  Captains,  and  followed 
his  advice  ;  but  this  did  not  laft  long. 

The  14th  of  May  we  got  a  more  complete  fight  of 
a  veffel  difcovered  the  day  before.  This  veflel,  after 
feveral  manoeuvres,  bore  down  upon  us  ;  we  found 
that  flie  was  a  man  of  war,  but  of  inferior  force  to  us  ; 
there  was  every  reafon  to  prefume  that  fhe  was  the 
fSiip  for  the  efcort,  coming  from  Europe,  to  take  un¬ 
der  its  convoy  the  fhips  of  the  Engl i Hi  Company  :  we 
had  as  yet  done  every  thing  that  was  necelfary  to 
deceive  the  enemy  ;  we  had  fent  away  the  frigates 
nearer  to  land,  we  had  fhut  up  the  port-holes  of  our 
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firii  battery,  and  even  malted  fome  of  the  fecond  •  in 

fA  7"  tm'?  we  were  endeavouring  apparently ’bv 
expedients  to  make  the  Achille  ^Fghter  And 

h  “T™  S3  S'  "  r"  "fr*  n.»M 
!o-  of  ph d  ‘  IrVen  the  advice  of  'he  fai- 

o,s  oi  Provence  was  neglefted,  although  they  had 
been  before  on  board  this  fhip,  and  indicated  A 

g2tilePr.aa,fed  ,lp°n0ther  occafions  to  make  her  a 

The  wind,  however,  was  favourable  to  us,  and 

oritVW'»,  ene.n'P’  having  difcovered  our  fuperi- 

•  J  ’  '  'Vtcarln2  awa7>  vet  we  gained  upon  them 

miperceotib  v  nnr!  j-  6  ,  ^  .V  : . 


,,  i  -  ,  ,  ~v  LU  1  eagernets,  loir  all  the 

Av. vantage  oi  tne  day.  In  order  to  provoke  his  adver- 

,y  i0  £j?e  conjbat,  he  wanted  to  fire  cha finer  enns  . 
??  mentioned  it  to  M.  Marchis,  who  reprefented  to 
h‘jJi  V1,  *  hat  l£  was  entirely  difeoverinsr  our- 
,e  !GS  co  oe  1  !lencl1  ;  ^at  the  enemy,  although  they 
nad^every  reafon  to  believe  us  fuch,  might  ft  ill  be  in 
<°u Dt,  aaly.  rI  hat  we  were  going  to  put  it  in  their 
power  to  calculate  our  forces,  by  the  weight  of  our 
metal,  3d])'.  I  hat  the  chafing  guns  would  retard 
our  progreG.  4thly.  That  on  the  contrary,  by  in- 
vi ting  him  to  anfwer  us  with  his  ftern-chace,  we 
r ,  i - d  him  with  the  means  of  accelerating  his 
mght,  as  it  was  known  by  experience.  The  Com¬ 
mandant,  not  being  fond  of  reprefentations,  was  re- 
gardlefs  of  this,  he  gave  orders  to  bring  the  guns 
forward,  and  to  prepare  for  a&ion.  Accordingly, 

* ].Q  Chaplain  gave  the  bleffing,  and  the  acclamations 
of  /  h;e  /<?  hoi  announced  the  joy  and  eagernefs  of  the 
pie,/.  Silence  enfued,  when  iVI.de  Marnieres  pro¬ 
nounced  the  following  harangue  : 

My  friends,  you  are  all  brave  men - 1  have 

“  nothing  to  fay  to  you - you  want  cloaths,  there 

*  a  magazine  where  you  will  find  fome.” 

Frelli  acclamations  followed  this  fpeech  ;  the 
white  flag  was  hoifted,  and  leveral  chafing  guns 
loaded  with  ball  were  fired.  At  the  third  lliot  the 
Englifli  were  rouzed ;  they  hoifted  the  flag  of  their 

nation. 
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nation,  with  a  red  dreamer,  and  anfwered  113  by 
feven  ftern-chace ;  we  fired  at  a  diftance,  but  the 
enpmy  feemed  to  be  pleafed  with  the  (port,  and  tney 
returned  us  cur  bullets  with  intereft  ;  we  were  now 
but  mil  within  cannon-fhot  ;  their  guns  carried  fur- 
ther  than  ours,  and  fell  in  our  rear,  at  die  dillance 
of  ten  toifes  from  our  Idem  gallery  q  during  this  time 
the  enemy  were  endeavouring  to  lighten  the  ihip, 
by  throwing  every  thing  overboard,  which  we  per¬ 
ceived,  by  the  feveral  things  which  floated  a  Ion  glide 
of  us.  The  wind  continued  to  favour  us;  trm  t-nglihi 
were  failing  to  leeward,  and  we  were  within  cannon- 
fhot  ;  a  cairn  then  came  on,  the  enemy  were  unable 
to  fleer  the  veffel  in  fpite  of  all  their  endeavours  ; 
they  prefented  their  broadfide,  and  we  could  count 
their  port-holes  ;  the  Matter  Gunner,  burning  with 
impatience,  came  to  allure  IV 1.  oe  .vrarniet es,  mat 
he  could  diftinguifh  the  iliip  perfectly  Irom  his  up¬ 
per  deck,  and  that  the  whole  broadiide  would  ta^e 
effect.  The  Captain  determined  to  wait  till  we 
came  nearer.  While  theie  deliberations  weie  going^ 
on,  the  wind  changed  ;  it  fhiked  from  one  point  or 
the  compafs  to  another,  and  thefe  variations  were 
not  futficiently  attended  to  q  there  was  no  difciplme 
obferved — -no  man  was  at  Ids  poll  ;  every  one  was 
talking  ;  one  officer  was  c'fymg  out,  brajje  has  Lord  ; 
another,  brafi  tribord ;  a  third,  brajfe  quart  L  1  he 
enemy,  in  filence,  watched  the  moment  when  the 
wind  fliould  fettle:  this  inftant  arrived;  the  wind 
blev/  S.  E.  ;  we  bore  down  upon  the  (larboard  tack, 
and  the  Englifh,  as  by  enchantment,  got  Suddenly 
to  windward  of  us,  their  fails  lull  and  lwelied  out, 
and  cutting  the  fea  with  rapidity  ;  then  M.  de  hiar- 
nieres  fired  a  broadfide,  but  it  was  too  late.  1  he 
whole  crew  was  exafperated- — - -not  one  fhot  took 
place— every  man  was  out  of  his  fenfes  ;  it  was  re- 
foived  to  chafe,  and  we  were  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  in  trimming  the  iails  we  might  have  made  uie 
of.  I  he  rage  became  genera!  1  he  Staff  officers 
alone  could  not  contain  their  jov  ;  they  eat  their 
fuppers  with  an  appetite  and  a  fatisfadlion  that  can¬ 
not  be  too  much  admired.  1  he  night  was  dark, 
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and  we  waited  for  the  moon,  to  eftimate  the  diftance 
ot  the  enemy.  The  moon  appeared,  but  it  was  onlv 
to  make  our  ihame  confpicuous  ;  we  found  that  they 
were  already  near  half  a  league  ahead.  Having  no¬ 
thing  better  to  do,  we  continued  the  chace  •  we  had 
kept  fight  of  the  fliip  tolerably  well  in  the  night  •  but 
the  Captain,  abforbed  in  grief,  having  retired  ’into 
his  cabin,  in  two  hours  time  the  enemy  had  evi 
de.ntly  gained  ground,  and  the  crew,  unable  to  con* 
tarn  their  rage,  attributed  this  to  the  negligence,  un- 

(kiltulnefs,  and  efpecially  to  the  bad  intentions  of  the 
officer  of  the  watch. 

At  day-break  we  difcovered  two  other  fail,  befides 
the  fliip  we  were  chafing,  which  foon  failed  clofe  to 
the  wind,  as  we  did  ;  the  enemy  Teemed  embarraffied 
at  this  manoeuvre,  and  they  bore  down  for  a  mo* 
mentis  if  to  crofs  ahead  of  us,  and  for  fearof  find^ 
ing^  the  ml  elves  between  us  and  the  two  veflels* 
which  it  was  imagined  they  took  for  our  fri¬ 
gates, 

M.  de  Marnieres,  being  recovered,  expreffied  his 
fafisfadion  at  feeing  the  enemy  bear  down;  he 
relumed  confidence,  and  once  more  flattered  ’him- 
felf  that  he  fihould  feize  upon  her  ;  his  eagernefs  em¬ 
bracing  every  thing,  he  would  not  lofe  the  two 
other  veflels  ;  the  frigates  would  have  been  of  great 
ufe  in  this  circumflance,  and  he  was  fenfible  of  the 
fault  he  had  committed,  in  feparating  himfelf  from 
them  ;  they  would  have  given  chace  to  the  two 
veflels  newly  difcovered,  which  mull  alfo  have  been 
fnips  from  China,  while  the  Commandant  would 
have  purfued  and  fought  the  man  of  war.  In  order 
the  better  to  deceive  the  latter,  having  obferved 
that  our  enemy  had  his  flag  up,  he  likewife  hoifted 
a  red  flag.  What  was  the  confequence  of  this  ma¬ 
noeuvre  ?  The  Englifh  fhips,  perceiving  our  artifice, 
bore  away  again  to  windward,  without  any  miftruft 
of  the  two  veffels.  We  perceived  that  a  fault  had 
been  committed,  and  we  endeavoured  to  repair  it 
bv  another;  the  red  flag  was  taken  down,  and  a 
white  one  hoifted,  with  the  firing  of  a  gun.  The 
whole  of  this  conduft  was  abfurd.  Af?er  having 
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thus  informed  the  Englifh  man  of  war  we  were  m 
chace  of,  that  the  two  veflels  which  appeared  did 
not  belong  to  us,  this  was  alio  endeavouring  to 
make  the  veflels  from  China  fenfible  we  cud  not  be¬ 
long  to  them  ;  and  as  they  mu  ft  have  obferved  us 
puriuing  the  former,  it  was  ado  letting  them  know, 
that,  we  being  French,  the  fliip  we  were  chafing 
mu  ft  necelfarily  belong  to  their  nation  M  March  is, 
very  much  piqued  at  not  having  been  confulted  in 
the  leaft  upon  this  bufinefs,  made  loud  complaints  ; 
he  forefaw  what  had  happened,  which  is,  that  we 
iliould  take  neither  the  man  of  war  nor  the  mer¬ 
chantmen.  M# de  Marnieres  had  for  a  long  while 
entertained  the  hope  ol  taking  the  firft,  and  he  con- 
foled  himfelf  with  regard  to  the  reft,  faying,  that  he 
preferred  glory  to  profit.  But  the  whole  was  a  device 
of  the  enemy,  who,  by  artfully  flackening  his  courfe, 
induced  him  to  continue  the  chace,  and  by  that 
means  gave  time  to  the  merchantmen  to  difengage 
themfelves,  and  to  flv  ;  when  he  thought  them  out  of 
danger,  he  reaiTume'd  his  courfe,  and  evidently  left 
us  far  behind. 

The  next  day  no  more  fhips  were  teen ;  we 
thought  ourfelves  very  fortunate  in  finding  our  tri- 
gates  again;  and,  the  (curvy  beginning  to  attack 
the  crews,  we  talked  Gf  putting  an  end  to  the  cruize. 
There  was  at  leaft  one  more  veffel  to  pafs  from  Ben¬ 
gal.  M  March! s  propofed  to  take  the  fick  men  out  of 
the  frigates,  and  to  leave  them  upon  the  flation  one 
month  longer  ;  but  the  Commandant,  too  weak,  did 
not  dare  to  propofe  the  thing  to  the  Captains,  and, 
notwithstanding  all  the  obfervations  of  his  ieCond 
Captain,  fettled  the  time  of  his  departure,  in  order 
to  put  in  at  the  bay  of  All  Saints,  the  place  to  which 
we  were  ordered  to  go,  not  to  ditplay  our  fhame 
there,  but  to  difpofe  ol  the  rich  cargoes  we  were  to 
have  feized. 

M.  de  Marnieres  had  not  even,  before  he  de¬ 
parted,  the  trifling  fatisladbon  of  doing  lome  mif- 
chief  to  the  enemy,  as  he  had  flattered  himfelf  he 
iliould  :  with  the  intention  of  avenging  himfelf  of 
his  ill  fuccefs,  he  threatened  to  attempt  a  coup  de 
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"■rt.’/i  upon  the  road  of  St.  Helen’s,  either  to  carry 
°"  the  vellels  which  fhould  be  there,  or  to  burn 
'nem .  tne  report  of  the  frigates  deprived  him  of 
this  defperate  refource,  for  they  declared  that  there 
was  abiolutely  nothing  in  that  road. 

We  anchored  on  the  9th  of  June  at  the  bay  of 
All  baints,  where  we  had  the  mortification  to  find 
OLirlelyes  along  fide  of  the  fix  China  Drips  which  we 
had  milled,  and  whole  cargoes,  according  to  the  de- 
pofition  they  had  given  in  to  the  Admiralty  of  that 
town,  amounted  to  9,000,000  crufades,  that  is  to  fiav 
22,500,000  livres* 

It  is  unneceifiary  to  add  how  much  we  were 
laughed  at  by  the  Captains;  while  they  owned  to  us, 
that  their  crews,  which  did  not  eon  fill  of  a  hundred 
men  in  each  fillip,  were  more  than  half  of  them  difi- 
abled  ;  and  while  they  confirmed  the  accuracy  of  all 
the  obfiervations  of  M.  Marchis,  refpedting  our  im¬ 
proper  manoeuvres,  and  our  falfe  calculations.  M. 
oe  iVlarmeres  had  fit i  1 1  ci  glimpfe  ol  hope  remaining, 
by  exerting  all  his  efforts  with  the  Portuguefe  Go- 
vernorf,  that  he  might  oblige  the  Engliili  to  fet 
lad,  after  having  obtained  the  fiuccours  they  afked 
for  ;  but  the  Englifli  anfwered  with  haimhtinefs, 
tnat  they  could  not  do  this  in  prefence  of  an  enemy, 
and  that  if  the  Governor  perfifted  in  this  a  cl  of  vio- 
lence,  they  would  run  themfielves  aground  under  the 
forts  of  tne  capital  of  Brazil,  and  would  make  the 
Court  ot  Portugal  responsible  to.  their  Government, 
In  the  mean  while,  they  built  in  file  nee  a  Hoop, 
which  they  fitted  out  and  difpatched  to  Europe, 
to  give  intelligence  of  their  fituation,  and  to  alk  for 
an  efcort.  This  (loop  fet  fail  before  our  eyes,  and 

*  Upwards  of  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fteiling. 

f*  Thefe  efforts  mull  have  been  the  more  unavailing  with 
the  Vice-Roy,  as  he  favoured  the  Englifh  very  much,  and  had 
befides,  no  great  veneration  for  M.  de  Marniere?,  whom  he  call¬ 
ed  a  pover  huomo,  a  poor  creature.  As  the  Commandant  never 
Vv/ent  to  his  houle  without  being  accompanied  by  the  Chevalier  de 
GraiTe,  Captain  of  the  Ze?aut,a  kind  ofColotTu?,  very  heavy. 
Very  Rapid,  and  very  brutifh  in  his  arrogance,  the  Governor  ufed 
lio  tail  him  C  a  v  a  c  l  o ?  a  horfe. 
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k  was  not  thought  worthy  of  the  French  flag  to  pur- 

fue  her.  .  .  .  r  ir 

Thus  ended  this  expedition,  which  was  unlucceii- 

ful  only  from  bad  intentions— from  difobedience  to 
the  Kind’s  orders,  and  to  the  inftru&ions  of  the 
Mini  [fry— from  a  variety  of  faults  committed  with 
impunity — from  prevarications  on  the  part  of  the 
Subalterns— and  from  weaknefs  on  the  part  ol  the 
Chief. 

It  cannot  reafonably  be  attributed  to  M.  de  Mar- 
nieres,  that  he  had  not  a  flneere  defire  to  capture 
the  veflels  he  had  orders  to  intercept  ;  he  ardent¬ 
ly  wi fired,  elpecially,  to  take  the  man  ol  war. 
With  the  moderate  fortune  this  Captain  was  pof- 
fefied  of,  a  profit  of  above  a  million*,  which  would 
have  been  his  fhare,  was  too  powenul  a  bait  for 
him  to  give  up  wilfully  the  rich  captures  that  might 
be  made  ;  ajnd  with  regard  to  the  lecond  con  quell, 
it  was  of  the  utmoft  ule  in  balancing  his  firfl:  mil- 
takes.  It  would  have  been  no  fmall  triumph  to 
carry  back  into  France  a  man  ol  war  taken  from 
the  Englifli  in  thofe  diftant  leas  ;  a  kind  of  triumph 
which  we  had  only  experienced  twice  fince  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  hoftilities.  There  are  certainly  errors 
enough  to  be  laid  to  the  charge  ol  M,  de  Marnieres, 
who  notwithftanding  his  good  intentions,  was  ef- 
fentially,  and  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  the  caule 
of  the  failure  of  the  campaign. 

Thefe  errors  were,  firfl: — in  not  having  put  M. 
Marchis  in  full  poflefiion  of  his  poll,  as  fecond  Cap¬ 
tain,  on  the  departure  from  France— in  not  having 
punifhed  the  officers,  wlien  they  firfl  failed  in  refpect 
towards  him,  as  if  they  did  not  confider  him  as  fuch — 
in  not  having  literally  conformed  himfelf  to  his  in- 
flrmftions,  in  adopting  his  advice  upon  all  points, 
fince  he  was  obliged  to  afle,  and  to  follow  it— in  hav¬ 
ing  encouraged  the  contempt  of  the  Subalterns,  by 
his  ill  judged  prefumption — in  having  taken  no  notice 
cf  all  the  injurious  behaviour  ol  the  latter — and 


^  About  fourfeore  thou  fand  pounds* 
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iinnaily,  in  having  carried  matters  fo  far  as  to  give 
a  lanftion  to  them  by  his  example. 

With  regard  to  the  Officers  *,  it  is  certain,  from 
the  general  teftimony  of  all  the  crews,  that,  far  from 
leconding  the  good  intentions  of  M  de  Marnieres, 
t  ley  have  contributed  their  utmoft  efforts  to  make 
them  mil  carry,  apprehending  the  chaftifement  which 
toey  might  incur,  if  M.  Marchis,  by  the  fuccefs  of 
his  expedition,  iliould  acquire  tome  credit  with  the 
Mini llrv  ;  and,  feeing  no  other  method  to  efcape 
theni,  but  bv  caufing  the  complete  failure  of  the 
project,  and  by  reprefenting  its  author  as  an  adven¬ 
turer,  who  had  led  Government  into  an  error,  they 
sacrificed  a  moderate  profit  to  the  envy  with  which 
they  were  at  firft  tormented,  and  afterwards  to  the 
preservation  cf  their  rank,  and  to  their  own  fecurity. 

n:  he  better  to  underhand  to  what  a  degree  their 
want  of  fubordination,  their  malice,  and  their  rage 

had  been  carried,  we  mufl  refume  matters  further 
back 

In  the  firft  preparation  for  action,  M.  Marchis,  as 
feconc  Captain,  had  taken  his  poll;  upon  the  forecaf- 
tle,  where  a  Sub- lieutenant  f  was  to  be  under  his  or¬ 
ders  ;  but,  far  from  receiving  them,  the  latter  pre¬ 
tended  having  a  right  to  command  alone,  adding, 
that  he  was  not  made  to  ferve  under  fuch  a  beggarly 
fellow  :  fortunately,  this  quarrel  could  have  no  effect 
upon  an  engagement,  which  did  not  take  place  ,*  but 
it  was  attended  with  confequences  during  the  reft  of 
the  campaign,  inaimuch  as,  notwithftanding  the  com¬ 
plaints  oi  M.  Marchis,  he  received  no  fatisfa&ion  ; 
which  encouraged  the  infolence  of  the  other,  and 
of  the  reft  of  his  comrades, 

M.  de  Marnieres  had  pretended,  that  this  adven¬ 
ture  was  a  private  affair  between  man  and  man, 
which  it  was  cuftomary  for  Officers  to  decide  among 
themfel  ves.  In  confequence  of  this  opinion,  when 
«  a  v  e  ci  at  the  Bav  of  All  Saint-,  M.  Marchis 

invited  his  adverfary  to  land  ;  but  the  latter  refufed 
it  conftantly,  under  pretence  that  it  was  beneath  him 

*  The  Staff  of  the  Ach  jils  is  only  meant  here. 

M  de  la  Vicomte 
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to  fLht  with  a  man  of  his  {lamp.  Upon  this  there 
arofe  fo  violent  a  quarrel,  that  M.  Marchis,  being 
ftrong  and  (lout,  after  having  boxed  his  adverfary  s 
cars,  was  going  to  throw  him  into  the  Tea,  from  the 
o-allery,  where  this  feene  palTed,  when  people  came 
to  feparate  them.  They  were  both  put  under  arreft  ; 
but  the  body  of  officers  having  abuled  the  Comman¬ 
dant  for  affimilating  fo  vulgar  a  man  to  one  of  their 
members,  he  fent  iVl.  Marchis  to  land,  and  the  oihei 

left  his  cabin. 

It  was  necefTary  to  return  to  France,  and  that  IVi. 
Marchis  fhould  reimbark.  M.  de  Marnieres  contrived 
to  put  him  under  an  arrefl  on  his  entrance  into  the 
fhip,  and  to  leave  him  in  that  fituation  till  the 
moment  when  we  anchored  at  Breit,  on  the  3d  of 
November.  He  arrived  in  this  hate  of  captivity, 
like  a  prifoner  of  hate,  guilty  of  the  moft  heinous 
offences  *  he  fet  off  for  Paris  $  and,  by  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  his  complaints,  it  was  acknowledged  that 
there  was  not  only  good  reafon  for  them,  but  that 
he  had  alfo  given  an  excellent  projed.  He  was 
vaguely  allured  that  piftice  fhould  be  done  to  him, 
and  he"  was  alked  to  execute  other  expeditions  of  the 
fame  nature,  with  a  pronnfe  that  he  fhould  be  ab- 
folute  mailer  of  them  ;  that  he  fhould  be  appoint¬ 
ed  Chief  Commander ;  and  that  he  fhould  only 
have  under  his  orders  Officers  belonging  to  the 
India  Company,  the  moft  tradable  and  moft  expe¬ 
rienced.  Such  was  the  vanity  of  this  man,  that,  for¬ 
getting  every  thing  he  haci  buffered— —  all  the  indig¬ 
nities, &  all  the  horrors,  with  which  he  had  been 
tormented-— all  the  deceit  that  had  been  pradifed 
with  regard  to  him — he  confented  to  every  thing  that 
was  required  of  him,  and  prepared  himfelf  for  a  fe- 
cond  fecret  expedition. 

In  the  meanwhile,  M.  de  Marnieres  had  been 
called  upon,  and  was  very  much  embarrafted;  he 
was  nephew  to  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment  of  Guards,  an  Officer  very  much  efteem- 
ed  ;  he  had  other  protedors,  whom  he  had  ftirred 
up  in  his  favour,  and  all  his  corps,  befides,  were 
interefted  in  not  fuffering  him  to  fall  a  vidim  in  a 

difpute 
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°ilpute  or  fuch  a  nature*  Unfortunately,  the  en¬ 
gagement  01  hi.  de  Conflans  had  not  brought  that 
corps  into  very  high  eftimation  ;  and  if  there  had 
been  a  favourable  opportunity  for  making  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  a  naval  Officer  in  a  Court  Martial,  'it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  that. 

M.  de  Marnieres,  a  man  of  underftanding,  but 
vvhofe  head  was  eafily  bewildered,  committed  in  his 
ciefpair  a  rafh  aT,  worthy  of  the  moil  extravagant 
lnklihipman,  or  rather,  in  Ariel  juftice,  an  ad° for 
which  he  deferved  capital  punifhment.  He  one  day 
went  to  the  play,  where  M.  Marchis  was,  and,  as 
the  latter  was  handing  a  Lady  down  hairs,  he  gave 
him  a  (lap  on  the  face  with  his  left  hand,  and  with  his 
right  drew  his  fword,  and  fhortened  it  in  order  to 
make  ule  ol  it  again!!:  him  as  a  dagger.  This  occa¬ 
sioned  a  great  tumult.  They  were  arrefted,  and  fome 
of  the  guards  of  the  Marfhals  of  France  were  fet  over 
them:  the  affair  was  carried  to  their  tribunal  ;  with 
which  folicitations  prevailed  fo  ftrongly,  that  they 
declined  fettling  the  matter,  under  pietence  that  M. 
Marchis,  having  had  only  a  brevet  of  Captain  of  a 
irigate  lor  the  campaign  which  was  at  an  end,  he 
was  no  longer  a  military  man.  They  only  punifhed 
M.  de  Marnieres  for  having  dillurbed  tranquillity  in  a 
public  place,  and  condemned  him  to  remain  a  few 
weeks  at  Fort  FEveque. 

During  this  interval,  the  protestors  of  the  prifon- 
er  furrounded  the  Minifter:  they  reprefented  to  him, 
that  it  was  not  poflible  for  a  man  who  was  difgraced, 
by  having  received  a  flap  on  the  face,  to  have  a 
command  ;  that  it  was  necelflary  he  fliould  previoufly 
fight  ;  that  he  fliould  either  be  killed  which  would 
render  him  ufelefs,  or  that  he  fliould  kill,  which 
would  render  him  amenable  to  juftice  ;  that  in  either 
of  the  cafes  he  could  not  remain  in  France,;  and 
that  it  would  therefore  be  mod  proper  to  avoid  a 
misfortune,  by  giving  him  orders  to  quit  the  king¬ 
dom  before  his  adverfary  came  out  of  prifon.  Such 
v/as  the  weaknefs  of  Government,  that  the  circum- 
fiance  which  ought  to  have  ruined  M.  de  Marnieres 
without  refcurce,  on  the  contrary  fayed  him.  M. 

Marchis 
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Marchis  received  an  order  to  quit  the  hingoOin  at 
a  dated  time,  and  he  went  into  the  fcrvice  of  Den- 
mark. 

A  /hort  Account  of  M.  Marc  his. 

M.  Marchis  was  born  at  St.  Malo  ;  his  father 
kept  a  little  alehoufe  there,  at  the  fign  ot  the  White- 
crofs  :  he  did  not  fucceed,  and,  upon  the  report  ot  his 
fon  having  made  a  fortune  in  incia,  he  embarked  as 
a  foldier  on  board  the  St.  Louis ,  a  iliip  belonging  to 
the  Company,  where  he  died.  His  Ion  had  palled  as 
a  common  failor.  M.  Dupleix  took  him  from  that 
fituation,  to  make  him  navigate  as  an  officer  upon  the 
private  fliips  which  he  was  fitting  out  for  the  trade 
of  India.  It  was  then  that  M.  Marchis,  coming  back 
from  Manilla  on  board  of  one  of  thofe  fhips,  as  le- 
cond  Lieutenant,  was  taken  in  the  ftraits  of  Malacca 
by  the  Englifh,  who  landed  their  prifoners  at  Batavia, 
M.  Marchis  was  not  deficient  either  in  underhand- 
ing  or  talents;  he  had  a  difpofition  to  learn  all  lan¬ 
guages  with  facility  ;  for  this  reafon,  after  having 
learned  Dutch,  a  citizen  of  Batavia  gave  him  an  em¬ 
barkation  of  1  50  tons  to  conduct  to  Peru.  It  was  on 
his  return  from  that  voyage  that  I  got  acquainted 
with  him,  being  then  juft  arrived,  and  appointed  fu- 
percargo  for  China.  A  word  which  the  General  faid 
tome,  furnifhed  me  with  an  opportunity  to  propofe 
M.  Marchis  to  him  as  firft:  Lieutenant  of  the  iliip  on 
board  of  which  I  was  to  go.  He  told  me  to  bring 
M.  Marchis  to  him,  for  he  did  not  know  there  was 
fuch  a  man  in  being.  Plowever,  after  a  few  queftions, 
he  pleafed  the  General,  who  appointed  him  firft  Lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  fervice  of  the  Company. 

Our  voyage  was  but  juft  begun,  when  I  remarked 
a  (hare  of  felf-fufficiency  in  M.  Marchis,  which  ex¬ 
ceeded  his  talents  ;  he  had  no  fupplenefs  with  his  fu- 
perior*,  was  haughty  with  his  equals,  and  treated  his 
inferiors  with  contempt  ;  more  efpecially  he  was  fin- 
guiarlv  vain,  and  attempted  to  keep  up  his  confe¬ 
rence  bv  unfufferable  gufconades.  I  did  not  fail  to 
^eprefent  to  him  in  private  that  this  was  not  the  way 
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to  get  forward,  efpecially  in  a  foreign  country.  But 
my  couniels  being  often  repeated,  alienated  M  Ivlar- 
chis  from  me  fo  much,  that  I  faw  him  no  more  after 
our  return  from  this  voyage.  As  no  Captain  would 
receive  him  as  a  fecond,  an  old  veflel  was  given  him, 
upon  which  wood  for  confirmation  is  fetched  along 
the  coaft  of  Java  j  an  employment  which  no  one  will 
accept. 

M.  Marchis,  to  extricate  himfelf  from  this  fitua- 
tion,  thought  proper  to  marry  the  young  widow  of  a 
hair-drelTer,  of  a  French  family  of  refugees,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  much  protected  by  the  General  ;  by  this 
means  he  got  a  fine  fhip  of  1200  tons,  quite  new- 
coming  from  Europe,  defined  to  go  to  Surat,  and 
from  thence  to  Moka:  which  is  an  exceeding  good 
voyage.  When  they  came  back  to  Surat,  the  bufmefis 
was  to  return  to  Batavia,  in  order  to  have  the  fhip 
cleaned  and  careened  ;  but  M.  Marchis  wifhed  to  re¬ 
turn  to  Moka,  that  voyage  being  lucrative. 

It  is  neceffary  to  know,  that  in  the  fervice  of  the 
Dutch  Company,  the  Captain  is  absolute  mailer 
while  he  is  at  fea,  but  as  foon  as  he  has  call  anchor 
in  any  road  or  port,  where  there  is  an  eftablilhment 
of  the  Company,  he  cannot  do  the  lead  thing 
without  the  order  of  the  man  who  commands  by 
land  j  thefe  orders,  of  whatever  little  confequence 
they  may  be,  are  even  given  in  writing,  and  are  an 
indemnity  to  the  Captain.  -;’he  perfon  who  then 
commanded  in  the  road  was  an  extremely  rafh  and 
extravagant  man,  deilitute  of  probity.  M  Marchis 
eafily  engaged  him,  by  fome  views  of  interelf,  to  ap¬ 
point  him  to  return  to  Moka,  and  to  fend  back  to 
Batavia  the  Blip  detlined  for  that  voyage  ;  and  he  al- 
fo  perfuaded  him,  that  there  was  nothing  more  eafy 
than  to  run  aground  and  to  careen  the  fhip  in  the 
river  of  Surat.  Two  Captains  ot  the  Company,  ex¬ 
ceeding  goodfailors,  whom  1  knew  there  at  that  time, 
being  acquainted  with  this  refolution,  went  to  repre- 
fent  to  the  Director,  that,  as  fervants  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  although  the  matter  did  not  immediately  con¬ 
cern  them,  they  felt  thenifelyes  obliged  to  give  him 
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notice  that  the  fliip  would  infallibly  be  loft  in  that 
enterprife  1  they  were  not  in  the  leaft  attended  to. 

Accordingly,  M.  Marchis  run  his^  fliip  aground, 
which  fplit  as  foon  as  the  water  retired.  *1  he  Di¬ 
rector  then  repreiented  to  M.  Marchis  that  they  were 
both  ruined,  but  that  perhaps  if  one  ot  them  deferr¬ 
ed,  the  other  might  be  able  to  exculpate  himfelf,  by 
laying  all  the  blame  upon  the  abfent  man.  I  his 
made  M.  Marchis  take  refuge  at  Bombay,  and  from 
thence  he  returned  to  Europe.  1  he  worft  pai  t  of 
the  affair  was,  that  he  carried  off  between  forty  and 
fifty  thoufand  livres  f,  which  he  had  taken  at  a  ven¬ 
ture  at  Batavia;  inilead  of  which  he  only  lelt  his 
wife  in  milery,  where  I  law  her  five  years  previous 
to  my  departure  from  India. 

Between  one  and  two  thoufand  pounds. 
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ExIraS  of  a  Letter  from  Rome,  of  the  27th  of  May > 

I  768. 


YOU  judge  rightly  when  you  difeover  the  "fe- 
fumcal  ipirit  in  every  thing  which  is  illued  at 
prelent  from  the  Court  of  Rome  ;  Ricci  is  the  author 
end  indigator  of  it.  This  outrageous  defpot  fore¬ 
fees  his  fall  to  be  almoft  inevitable,  but,  like  another 
Sampfon,  he  means  to  fall  with  eclat,  and,  if  pofhble 
to  involve  the  univerfal  Church  in  his  ruin.  Thus 
it  is  that  the  brief  fo  much  laughed  at,  which  you 
confide r  as  an  imprudence,  a  great  overfight,  a  deli¬ 
rium  of  old-age,  is  on  the  fide  of  the  Society  a  raader- 
piece  of  politics.  P,r  this  contrivance  they  fet  the 
temporal  and  fpirituai  powers  again  at  variance  with 
each  other ;  they  renew  a  diffenfion  more  difficult  to 
be  quelled  than  ever  ;  and  they  take  perhaps  the  only 
method  to  rekindle  fanaticifm,  extinct  in  mod  of  the 
kingdoms  of  Chridendom.  Clement  XIII.  by  abdi¬ 
cating  his  quality  of  Lay  Prince,  to  reftrain  himfelf 
to  that  of  Chief  ot  the  Church,  eludes  with  fubtlety 
the  right  of  tile  dronged.  How  is  it  poffible  to  at¬ 
tack  him,  when  intrenched,  it  we  may  ufe  the  expref- 
fion,  in  the  Torts  of  the  Catholic  faith  ?  How  can  we 
attack  the  Holy  Ghod,  with  whom  he  affimilates 
himfelf?  What  thunder  can  be  oppofed  to  that  fpi¬ 
rituai  thunder?  Can  offended  Kings  equally  lay  ahde 
the  augud  titles  of  mod  Chridian  and  mod  Catholic 
Majedy,  &c.?  Will  the  fons  take  up  arms  againd  their 
difarmed  father  ?  and  if  they  do,  the  fpirit  of  peace 
and  charity,  the  true  evangelic  fpirit  with  which  the 
Sovereign  Pontiff  decorates  himfelf — his  declaration, 
that  human  blood  ought  never  to  be  fpilt,  in  a  quar¬ 
rel  wherein  God  alone  can  be  his  fupport  and  his 
judge  ;  are  not  thefe  the  mod  proper  means  to  pre* 
ferve  at  lead,  while  he  lofes  his  dominions,  the  affec- 
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tlo^i  of  his  fubjefts  ?  1  lms  he  contrives  to  caft  ail 
the  odium  upon  your  military  executions,  and  ren¬ 
tiers,  at  the  fame  time,  both  tyrannical  and  puerile., 
your  recovery  ol  pofTeflions,  very  legitimate  perhaps 
at  another  time.  Befides,  humanity  always  pleads 
for  the  unfortunate  ;  in  the  great  tragedy  which  is 
preparing,  the  people  will  be  moved  in  favour  of  a 
man  grown  old  in  Apoftolic  labours,  praying  and 
lamenting  at  the  feet  of  the  altars,  offering  fingly  to 
undergo  all  the  punilbment  which  the  Princes  chufe 
to  inflift  upon  him,  even  banifbment,  in  imitation  oi 
his  courageous  predeceflors,  rather  than  betray  the 
caufe  of  the  Church,  or  the  duties  of  his  Miniftry. 

Thus,  by  the  conduct  of  the  Holy  Father,  tha 
offended  Princes  are  reduced  to  enter  the  lifts  with 
him  upon  equal  terms ;  that  is  to  fay,  with  the  pen, 
and  with  manifefto’s.  What  will  you  gain  by  this  ? 
What  will  all  the  perquifttions  of  your  Attornies 
General,  or  the  decrees  of  your  Parliaments,  avail 
againft  invifible  anathemas,  which  cannot  be  over¬ 
thrown  by  the  moft  eloquent  language  ?  Will  you 
have  recouvfe  to  your  Divines  ?  Undoubtedly,  you 
will  find  fome  of  them  bafe  enough,  and  fufticiently 
fold  to  the  Court,  to  betray  their  confciences,  and  to 
fnd  the  caufe  of  the  Pope  a  bad  one,  were  it  ever 
fo  good.  But  will  the  authority  of  a  few  individuals  be 
acknowledged,  in  a  caufe  which  concerns  the  whole 
Church  ?  1  here  mult  be  a  General  Council,  or  at 
leaft  national  Councils  ;  and  it  is  to  this  that  the  Je- 
fuits  with  to  bring  you.  Suppofe  that  in  France,  for 
inftance,  a  general  affembly  of  the  Clergy  fliould  be 
holden,  as  in  1682  ;  is  it  to  be  imagined  that  Lewis 
XV.  would  be  as  much  matter  of  this  as  Lewis  XIV. 
was  of  the  former  affembly  ?  If  at  the  laft  council  in 
1765,  convoked  only  for  the  prefervation  of  tempo¬ 
ral  interefts,  there  was  no  poflibility  oi  putting  a  flop 
to  the  ferment,  but  by  the  difperfion  of  the  members, 
what  would  there  not  be  to  fear  from  this,  in  which 
the  Bifhops  will  take  advantage  of  the  fervices  that 
you  will  want  of  them  ; — in  which,  acknowledging  in 
fome  meafure  the  neceftity  of  their  concurrence,  tor 
the  independence  of  the  Crown,  you  would  again 
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before  7°urlflves  ,t0  ‘heir  arbitration  ;~in  which, 
convocari/  d  ,ermine.?  uPon  'he  real  objed  of  the 
and  will  r  ’  ’the)I  W1  rene.w  aH  their  deraands, 
redrefled  -a11  t!leir  comPIaints  A'all  be 

mav  he  Jr  ^  3  1  the,r  P™'efts  attended  to.  You 
Ita|v  a  ,u,red  that  f.e  Mm's,  from  the  extremity  of 
Iy  althe  P  d  8>°Vrn  Vh‘sconventicle>  almoft  as  ttronsr- 
conle  me  ?e  S  C°nfift°ry  3t  Ron,e  >  and  what  fatal 
t£ Xf  fiefl^ht-n0t  l!l>s  ftep  be  attended  with, 

could  he  rig^‘  ltaPPearthe  molt  prudent  that 
of  the  K ' 3  •n'°d  con‘°rniab]e  to  the  religion 

!  ,Kl"&  while  it  is  in  reality  the  molt  proper 

difrnld  r n  lanat,clfm>  and  to  rekindle  the  flames  of 
V  *rom  one  end  of  Europe  to  the  other  ? 

M  at  can  be  done  in  fuel)  circumftances,  and  how 
'  ?\e  ln  fXtricate  ourfelves  from  this  embarralT- 

Ln  *  fliali-VIe^  llke  Alexander,  cut  the  Gordian 
knot  tear  the  veil  of  ruperftition,  and  fap  to  the 
r  y  ouncatl°ris  a  coloffal  power,  which  has  no  other 
nnrT°r*  tf-an  ^  ^eads  f^e  Monarchs  trampled 
r>^-ieirItSi-feet>  Suck  ]s  the  wifh  of  the  clear-fighted 
p  i  o  opher,  fuch  would  be  the  fyftem  of  an  intre- 
pid  politician.  Unfortunately,  this  enlightened  age  is 
.  u,  Jplently  fo,  fuddenly  to  alter  maxims  tranf- 
mitted  from  age  to  age,  and  conferred  by  a  long 
jucceflion  of  ignorance.  It  has  been  faid,  that  re- 
Jgion  was  the  firmeft  fupport  of  the  throne,  that 
wjthout  u  there  would  be  no  good  fubjeels,  and  that 
ii  it  did  not  exift  it  would  be  the  intereft  of  Kings 
to  create  one,  ° 


,  tota*  k)reackl  was  not  determined  upon, 

tiie  bnef  m  queftion  ought  to  have  been  confidered 
as  if  it  had  never  happened;  the  revoking  of  it 
lhould  have  been  treated  in  a  clandeftine  manner ; 
a  dangerous  eclat  ought  not  to  have  been  given  to 
this  affair  ;  more  convenient  times  fhould  have  been 
waited  for ;  if  it  proved  impracticable  to  fucceed 
with  the  reigning  Pope,  we  fhould  particularly  have 
avoided  to  debafe  the  Royal  dignity,  and  to  difgrace 
it  by  open  and  fruitlefs  negociations  ;  neither  fhould 
we  have  reduced  ourfelves  to  the  cruel  alternative, 

either 
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either  of  committing  hoftilities  againft  an  unarmed 
Pontiff,  or  of  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the 
afiiftance  of  the  Bifhops,  in  a  caufe  which  in  fa6t 
is  their  own,  and  of  which  they  will  always  be  both 
judge  and  party. 

But  profound  fpeculators  are  (till  able  to  trace 
in  thefe  diffenfions  the  pencil  of  Loyola  In  the  ex¬ 
tremity  to  which  the  Jefuits  are  reduced,  it  is  their 
intereft  to  excite  troubles  and  diflenhons  in  all  parts 
-—to  agitate  Europe,  in  every  fenfe,  in  order  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  refume  their  fituation,  and  to  regain  the 
ground  they  have  loft.  It  would  not  therefore  be 
a  matter  of  furprife,  if  they  ffiould  themfelves 
have  fomented  difcord  in  the  councils  of  Princes, 
and  if,  after  having  armed  the  Pope  with  ana¬ 
themas,  they  fhould  arm  the  Kings  with  their 
thunder.  What  will  be  the  refult  of  all  thefe  ex¬ 
ertions  ?  Let  us  not  foreftall  events  ;  but  their  re¬ 
ft  oration  would  certainly  be  more  aftoniihing  than 
their  fall. 
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Extras  of  a  letter  from  a  Philofopher  travelling  into 
Lorjica}  dated  the  20th  of  AuguJ}y  1^68. 


YOyR.  politicians.  Sir,  are  engaged  in  (pecula¬ 
tions  about  what  we  intend  to  do  with  the 
1  band  or  Corfica.  Permit  me  to  acquaint  you,  that, 
fuppofmg  a  fpeedy  and  voluntary  furrender  of  its 
inhabitants,  n  is  one  of  the  befh  acquifitions  France 
could  ma,*:e  ;  it  is  a  fruitful  and  excellent  country 
yeiy  proper  to  indemnify  her  for  the  lofs  of  part  of 
her  other  colonies ;  it  will,  for  inRance,  be  an  ad¬ 
mirable  fuccedaneum  to  that  of  Canada— except  furs, 
it  will  fupply  us  with  every  article  we  got  from  that 
country.  {  am  aware  that  lhe  extent  of  its  territory 
is  not  to  be  ^compared  to  that  immenfe  continent ; 
but  tins  is  a  frefh  advantage.  Our  country  is  not 
fuiticiently  peopled  to  fupply  the  emigrations  which 
the  latter  would  require  ;  and  the  defence  of  the 
diflant  poRs  neceRary  for  our  commerce,  which  can¬ 
not  give  mutual  aRiRance  to  each  other,  has  always 
appeared  to  me  an  invincible  obRacle  to  our  fub- 
porting  ourfel ves  in  the  other  hemifphere,  againR 
the  natural  efforts  of  the  Ravages  to  defend  their 
liberty,  and  thofe  of  our  neighbours  the  Englifh  to 
make  encroachments  upon  us.  I  make  no  mention 
of  the  diRance  of  this  new  world,  of  the  Rests  that 
it  was  neceRary  to  fend  there  at  a  confideiable  ex¬ 
pence,  and  of  the  lofs  of  men  unavoidably  occaRoned 
by  fuch  long  voyages.  Let  us  return  to  the  ifland  of 
Corfica,  of  which  I  Rial!  give  you  a  defcription,  in 
order  that  you  may  be  able  to  judge  of  ir,  and  to 

eRimate  the  advantages  that  may  accrue  to  us  from 

it. 

The  iRand  of  Corfica  is  fituated  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  between  jg  and  degrees  latitude,  lying 

be- 
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between  the  ifiand  of  Sardinia  to  the  louth,  and  the 
coafts  of  Italy  to  the  north.  Its  greateft  length  is 
from  Capo  Bonifacio  to  the  fouth,  as  far  as  Capo  Corfo 
to  the  north  ;  this  makes  160  Italian  leagues.  Its 
breadth  comprehends  75  of  the  fame  leagues,  from 
Capo  Galien  to  the  welt,  as  far  as  the  lake  Urbino  to 
the  eaft  »  its  whole  circumference  is  reckoned  to 
amount  to  225  Italian  leagues. 

This  idand  is  divided  in  ten  junfdidtions,  and  four 
fiefs,  compofing  68  pieces. 

By  pieves  we  are  to  underhand  a  certain  number 
of  leagues  included  under  the  fame  adminiftration, 
although  they  are  dependent  on  feveral  parifiies 
which  compofe  each  juvifdidlion. 

Of  thefe  ten  jurifdidtions,  fix  are  on  this  fide  the 
mountains  ;  thefe  are  Capo  Corfo ,  Balagna,  Cal<vi,  Baf- 
tia ,  Carlo,  Alleria ;  and  three  fiefs,  namely,  Nouza, 
Brando ,  and  Canary. 

The  other  four  jurifdictions  are  fituated  beyond 
the  mountains  ;  they  are  Vico ,  Ajaccio,  Sartene ,  Boni¬ 
facio ,  and  the  fief  of  Iftria. 

There  are  five  bifhopricks  in  this  ifiand,  Mariana 9 
Nebbio,  Alleria ,  Ajaccio ,  and  Sagorne. 

The  interior  part  of  the  lands  is  covered  with 
mountains,  feveral  of  which  are  planted  with  olive- 
and  chefnut  trees,  and  furnifh  pafture  for  the  flocks  : 
between  thefe  heights  there  are  many  fertile  plains  ; 
they  abound  in  vines,  orange,  bergamot,  citron,  olive, 
and  feveral  other  fruit  trees.  Upon  the  higheft 
of  thefe  mountains,  which  is  called  Gradanio,  are  the 
lake  of  Cremo  and  of  Dim ,  at  no  great  diftance  from 
each  other.  From  the  firft,  iffue  the  rivers  of  Liamono 
and  Barignano ,  one  of  which  flows  towards  the  weft, 
and  the  other  in  a  contrary  direction  ;  that  of  Gaulo , 
iftiies  from  the  lake  Dim ,  and  difeharges  itfelf  into 
the  fea  near  Mariana .  Befide  thefe  three  rivers,  the 
mod  confiderable  in  the  ifiand,  and  which,  with 
fome  expence,  might  be  rendered  navigable,  there 
are  feveral  others  ;  thefe  are  only  fmall  dreams,  in¬ 
terfering  almoft  all  tne  plains,  and  which  would 
render  them  ftill  more  fertile,  if  their  channels  were 
multiplied. 


The 
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I  lie  little  province  of  Balagtia  is  m  every  refpect  the 
nioft  abundant  of  Corfica  ;  that  of  Capo  Corfo ,  al¬ 
though  the  moll  expofed,  is  very  near  as  good  ;  and 
all,  or  almoft  all  of  them,  require  only  the  labour 
of  the  cultivator. 

As  l°r  the  productions,  befides  the  vines  I  have 
mentioned,  which  yield  a  white  and  red  wine,  that 
might  with  care  be  made  comparable  to  the  wines 
ot  Canclia ,  Cyprus,  Syracufe ,  and  Malaga  ;  corn  might 
alfo  be  produced  there  in  great  plenty,  if  the  terri- 
tory  were  fertilized  in  a  imall  degree  ;  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  idlenefs  of  the  inhabitants,  nature,  in 
tome  meafure  too  luxuriant,  fometimes  deceives 
then  indolence,  and  prefents  them  with  a  very  abun¬ 
dant  harveft,  1  here  is  no  want  of  cattle;  birds  of 
all  kinds  are  to  be  feen  here,  and  quantities  of  game, 
especially  the  red-legged  partridge.  During  the 
winter  a  uifucient  quantity  ot  them  are  caught  with 
a  net,  to  iurnifh  leveral  towns  in  Italy.  This  feafon 
like  wife  produces  a  quantity  of  black-birds,  which 
are  in  no  eftimation  any  where  elfe,  but  are  here 
very  delicate,  and  much  fought  after, 

1  here  is  therefore  nothing  wanting  in  Corfica  with 
refpeCt  to  eatables,  except  good  cooks  to  drefs  all 
thefe  provifions.  But  independent  of  the  articles  of 
primary  neceffity,  the  arts  and  commerce  would  alfo 
find  opportunities  to  exert  themfelves. 

I  here  are  in  this  country  feveral  baths,  as  we!! 
hot  as  cold ;  mineral  waters,  ferviceable  in  all  kinds 
of  difeafes  ;  olive  trees,  which  would  furnifh  a  con- 
fiderable  oil  trade,  and  fit  to  fupply  France  ;  mul¬ 
berry-trees  and  filk  worms,  which,  with  induftry  and 
activity,  would  enable  us  to  do  without  the  filks  of 
Italy  ;  timber  for  mafts  and  fhip-building,  which 
would  indemnify  us  for  the  lofs  of  that  of  Canada  ; 
gold,  filver,  copper,  and  iron  mines  ;  quarries  of 
marble  and  porphyry  ;  a  chryftal  of  the  grcatefl  beau¬ 
ty,  by  the  diverfity  of  its  colours,  and  which  is  form¬ 
ed  in  the  mountain  of  Borgnano. 

In  general,  the  climate  of  the  ifland  is  the  finefl  in 
the  world.  The  fky  is  never  darkened  two  days  to¬ 
gether. 
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gether.  There  is  fcarce  any  winter  :  the  heats  of  the 
fummer  are  moderated  in  the  mountains  by  the  north 
winds  ;  they  are  more  violent  in  the  towns  of  Baftiay 
St.  Fiorenzoy  la  Gagliola ,  Calvin  and  Ajaccio,  The  illnefles 
to  which  the  troops  are  fubjeft,  are  attributed  to 
the  heat  of  the  air  and  1  believe  they  proceed  ra- 
from  want  of  good  water,  which  thofe  places  are  ve* 
ry  deficient  in  during  the  fummer,  but  which  might 
be  eafily  brought  down  from  the  mountains. 

From  this  fhort  account.  Sir,  you  will  readily 
judge  of  the  truth  of  my  fpeculations.  I  will  not  dif- 
iemble,  that  thefe  advantages  are  counterbalanced  by 
the  enormous  expences  which  mud  be  incurred  in  that 
ifiand,  to  fecure  it  from  the  infults,  not  only  of  the 
natural  inhabitants,  whom  I  fuppofe  to  be  fubdued, 
but  of  foreigners.  The  extent  of  its  coaft,  and  the 
facility  of  landing  in  feveral  places,  would  require 
labours,  the  calculation  of  which  is  alarming.  Mod 
of  the  towns  are  difmantled,  or  very  imperfectly  for¬ 
tified  ;  the  ports  either  filled  up  or  in  bad  condition. 
Corte ,  formerly  the  capital  of  the  ifiand,  and  which 
ftands  almod  in  the  center  of  it,  at  prefent  refembles 
more  a  village  than  a  city.  Baftia  is  the  mod  re¬ 
markable  town  ;  feveral  works  have  already  begun 
to  be  ereaed  there  ;  but  the  port  in  which  frigates 
and  armed  barks  cannot  enter,  ought  to  be  cleared. 
On  returning  to  the  weftern  coad,  we  find  Fiorenzo \ 
a  town  in  the  mod  ruinous  condition.  Its  gulph  is 
immenle,  and  might  contain  a  prodigious  number 
offhips;  it  is  more  than  a  league  over,  and  runs 
three  leagues  deep  into  the  lands.  It  is  bordered 
with  high  mountains,  which  fhelter  it  from  all  kinds 
of  winds  except  the  north-ead.  The  harbour  is 
filled  with  rocks  near  the  furface  of  the  water,  which 
only  admits  boats  to  land.  We  meet  next  with  la 
Gagliola ,  which  has  a  bad  road,  where  none  but  tar¬ 
tans  and  ieluccas  can  land  :  after  this  comes  Cal*vi 
the  port  of  which,  thouge  very  large,  can  only  re¬ 
ceive  frigates  of  a  moderate  fize  :  the  port  of  Ajaccio 
is  more  convenient,  and  deeper,  fliips  may  cad  an¬ 
chor  there  in  the  midft  of  the  bafon.  Bonifacio  termi- 
states  the  point  of  the  wedern  coad,  where  there  is  a 
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little  port,  good  and  fecure.  At  the  eaftern  coaft  we 
find  Porto  Vecchio ,  the  mod  beautiful  port  of  the  Me¬ 
diterranean  ;  the  largeft  fhips  can  enter  it ;  but  an 
unwholfome  air  prevails  in  the  city,  which  has  occa¬ 
sioned  it  to  be  quite  deferted,  lince  which  it  has  not 
been  poflibie  to  repeople  it.  Along  this  coaft,  as  far 
as  Baftia,  which  terminates  it,  we  find  nothing  more 
than  Aliena ,  almoft  deftroyed. 

You  may  conceive,  Sir,  how  much  money  it  would 
abforb  to  render  fo  many  towns  and  ports,  all  eflenti- 
al  ones,  of  anv  ufe  ;  and  at  which,  with  more  orlefs 
danger,  a  foreign  enemy  might  land,  and  convey  fuc- 
courstothe  revolted  natives. 

The  villages  are  infinitely  more  valuable  than  the 
towns,  they  are  almoft  all  built  upon  little  mountains, 
and  in  fituations  fortified  by  nature  ;  all  the  houfes 
are  furnifhed  with  battlements,  arched  ways,  and 
terraces,  and,  being  contiguous,  flank  and  defend 
each  other  ;  fo  that  each  of  thefe  places  would  feem 
to  require  a  fiege,  of  which  we  have  had  a  fmall 
fpecimen  in  the  villages  of  Barbagio  and  of  Patrimcnio . 

Another  unavoidable  expence,  which  would  like- 
wife  be  enormous,  is  that  of  the  roads  ;  which  it 
would  be  neceflary  to  open  throughout  the  whole 
Ifland  :  in  a  word,  our  engineers,  upon  a  grofs  calcu¬ 
lation,  reckon  that  two  hundred  millions  *  muft 
be  facrificed  to  put  the  ifland  of  Corfica  in  the  moft 
fiourifhing  fituation.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  it 
would  one  day  repay  the  expences  with  intereft  ;  but 
are  we  able  to  form  fuch  projects  at  this  period  ? 
This  is  a  matter  that  muft  be  referred  to  our  good 
and  wife  Minifters ;  it  is  certain  that  every  thing 
announces  the  defign  of  preferving  this  country,  by 
the  troops  which  arrive  here  every  day,  and  by  the 
eftablifhments  of  all  kinds  that  a^e  forming,  as  well 
maritime,  as  military,  and  municipal. 

The  Magiftracy  will  find  employment  enough  here. 
In  1739,  at  the  time  of  the  firft  reduction  of  this 
ifland  by  the  late  Marfhal  Maillebois,  there  were 
already  reckoned  28,000  aflaflinations  committed 

*  Upwards  of  eight  millions  lterling. 
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with  impunity.  You  may  judge  how  many  have 
happened  fince  that  period.  It  is  true  that  Paoli 
has  eftablifhed  a  kind  of  judicature  among  his  people, 
but  he  is  not  powerful  enough  to  be  able  to  exert 
it  with  all  the  rigour  which  the  ferocity  of  this  peo¬ 
ple  would  require.  Accordingly,  population  dimi- 
mihes  here  daily.  At-  that  time  the  number  of  in¬ 
habitants  amounted  to  116,000  men*  but  at  pre- 
fent  we  fliould  not  certainly  find  an  equal  number 
there.  It  would  be  necelTary  to  re-eftabliili  harmony 
in  all  the  orders  of  the  State,  confounded  together. 
Yhe  right  of  nobility  has  been  taken  away  by  the 
Genoefe  from  the  mod  antient  families,  fo  that  there 
is  now  fcarce  any  difference  between  thofe  who  have 
formerly  been  Gentlemen,  and  the  Peafants.  There 
were  no  more  offices,  no  kind  of  education  for  chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  the  Republic  would  not  admit  them  to 
any  ecclefiaftical  or  military  dignities.  Their  new 
<-hiet  has  repaired  all  thefe  diforders  as  well  as  he 
was  able,  that  is  to  fay,  he  has  prevented  them  from 
increasing  as  much  as  they  otherwife  would.  His 
precarious  authority,  ever  tottering— his  life  even 
every  mftant  in  danger— have  not  permitted  him  to 
do  all  the  good  he  wiffied,  and  of  which  his  genius  and 
wildom  rendered  him  capable. 

As  for  the  reft,  you  may  eafily  conceive,  Sir,  by  this 
account,  from  whence  arifes  the  invincible  hatred  of 
the  Corficans  againft  the  Republic;  the  latter  feems 
to  have  exerted  every  effort  to  deftroy  thefe  people  ; 
they  had  even  forbidden  them  every  kind  of  trade  ■ 
annually  feized  upon  their  oils  and  other  commodi- 
ties  at  a  very  low  price,  and  made  them  pay  verv 
dear  for  fait,  iron,  copper,  and  the  other  articles 
they  might  want.  In  a  word,  they  were  treated  more 
like  lavages,  whom  it  was  intended  to  exterminate 
than  like  iubjefts  who  were  to  be  protected.  It  [i 
to  be  hoped  that  our  charafter  of  mildnefs,  the  wif 
dom  of  our  government,  and  the  goodnefs  of  our 
laws  will  repair  fo  many  evils,  and  will  make  the 
new  kingdom  of  Corfica  fenfible  of  the  happinefs  of 
-iving  under  the  dominion  of  Lewis  the  luelUbelo-ved. 


N  z 
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N°  XIII.  (Vol.III.p.  199.) 

A  copy  of  the  letter  'written  to  the  Minifter,  by  M.  cf 'Ache, 
from  the  if  e  of  France ,  October  30,  1758. 


Monfeigneur, 

IH  A  D  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  of  my  arrival 
in  the  Iile  of  France,  and  of  my  ludden  departure 
from  thence  for  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  refolved 
upon  in  a  general  Council.  I  have  now  only  to  give 
you  an  account  of  my  conduct,  and  of  the  ftate  of 
maritime  affairs  in  India. 

I  left  ihe  Ifle  of  France  the  27th  of  January,  and 
was  obliged  to  pafs  by  the  Ifle  of  Bourbon,  in  order  to 
get  proviflons  and  other  neceflaries  for  my  fleet ;  from 
thence  we  failed  the  4th  of  February  following,  and, 
as  the  Monfoons  were  againft  us,  I  refolved,  with  the 
advice  of  my  Captains,  to  take  the  long  courfe,  which 
is  the  common  practice  in  that  feafon.  The  calms 
and  feveral  other  obflacles  did  not  permit  me  to  crofs 
the  Line  till  the  17th  of  April,  between  the  79th  and 
80th  deg.  of  longitude,  fo  that  I  did  notdifcover  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon  till  the  22d  of  the  fame  month.  I 
then  difpatched  the  Diligente  to  Caricalle,  for  an 
interpreter,  and  to  learn  the  exabt  ftate  of  affairs 
in  that  country.  As  for  my  part,  after  having  coafted 
the  Ifland  with  the  greateft  accuracy,  and  cauied  it  to 
be  clofely  examined  by  my  look-outs,  I  continued 
my  courfe,  and  anchored  the  26th  at  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  faftory,  that  I  might  be  perfonally  informed 
of  the  naval  forces  the  Englifh  might  have  on  that 

coaft.  ,  , 

All  the  informations  I  received  feemed  very  doubt¬ 
ful  ;  but  this  I  was  affured  of,  that  the  .  enemy  had 
only  a  few  veflels,  which  were  almoft  difarmed,  anu 
unfit  for  any  future  iervice. 


I  there- 
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I  therefore  haftened  to  Pondicherry,  to  concert 
matters  with  M.  de  Lally,  and  begin  our  operations 
betimes. 

On  the  23d,  at  break  of  day,  I  came  in  fight  of 
Goudelour  and  Fort  St.  David,  where  1  obferved  two 
Englifh  frigates,  which  had  been  at  anchor  there  a 
long  time,  and  did  confiderable  damage  in  that  quar¬ 
ter  ;  after  having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  get  away, 
they  ran  afhore,  and  fet  fire  to  the  fhips  with  the 
lit  mo  ft  precipitation.  This  beginning  had  a  wonder¬ 
ful  effect  on  the  fpirits  of  the  men.  M.  de  Lally  pro- 
pofed  to  me,  that  we  might  not  lofe  any  trine,  to 
blockade  Goudelour  and  Fort  St.  David  immediately, 
while  he,  with  the  troops  he  ilrould  get  from  Pondi¬ 
cherry,  would  march  by  night  to  invetl  thefe  places 
by  land.  I  had  then  very  few  provifions,  and  much 
lefs  water  left  ;  I  had  150  fick,  and  the  reft  of  the 
crew  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  after  a  paffage  of  90 
days ;  but,  as  the  good  of  the  State  required  it,  and 
as  the  opportunity  feemed  favourable,  I  accepted 
the  propofal  with  pleafure. 

Accordingly,  I  ordered  the  Comte  de  Provence,  and 
the  Diligente ,  to  carry  M.  de  Lally  and  his  Staff  Offi¬ 
cers  immediately  to  Pondicherry,  while  I  anchored 
in  a  line  with  the  reft  of  my  forces  oppofite  Goude- 
lour  and  Fort  St.  David  $  and  took  care  to  fend  the 
Purveyor  of  the  fleet  in  a  frigate,  to  bring  rue  the 
,  provifions  that  were  neceflary. 

The  night  from  the  28th  to  the  29th  was  already 
elapfed,  when  the  firing  of  the  enemy  informed  me, 
that  our  land  forces,  deiigned  to  inveft  the  place, 
were  approaching.  The  Sylphide ,  which  1  had  feut. 
to  reconnoitre,  then  made  a  fignal  of  nine  fliips  being 
in  fight,  which  1  alfo  foon  difeovered  myfelf.  As 
they  feemed  to  bear  down  upon  us  in  full  fail,  with 
the  wind  right  aftern,  I  caufed  the  cables  to  be 
veered  away  to  the  end,  and  the  line  of  battle  to  be 
formed  without  delay  ;  the  Bien-aivie ,  followed  by 
the  Vengeur,  and  the  Condi ,  was  in  the  front  1  pla¬ 
ced  myfelf  in  the  center,  with  the  Due  dyOr leans, 
and  the  St.  Louis ,  as  my  feconds,  fore  and  aft,  1  he 
Morasy  which  followed,  the  laft  fhip,  made  the  head 
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of  the  rear  guard,  and  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  clofed 

f  if  *^ewi^*e  ordered  the  Sylphide  to  poft  her* 

e  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  {he  might  be  able  to 
re  at  intervals.  The  Blips  being  all  in  this  pofition, 

f  ma  e  a  to  prepare  for  action,  and  we  waited 

iOr  the  enemy  with  firmnefs. 

\  ice  Admiral  Pocock,  on  his  part,  with  his  nine 
•ps,  and  having,  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  was 
nia  .ing  his  Qifpofitions,  and  formed  his  line  parallel 
to  ours.  He  placed  two  fhips  in  front,  but  with  a 
con  iderabie  interval  between  them,  and  then,  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  fhip  of  force,  and  followed  by  three 

ctners,  they  bore  down  all  together  to  begin  the 
action.  °  b 


in  niean  while,  my  van  being  within  reach  of 
toe  enemy,  I  made  a  fignal  to  begin  the  adtion,  and, 
tae  two  centers  loon  approaching,  the  engagement 
became  genera]  about  two  in  the  afternoon. 

vice  Admiral  Pocock,  three  times  driven  out  of 
line,  as  well  as  myfelf,  fought  me  within  piftol- 
•  Cot,  and  though  he  drove  aftern,  yet  he  returned 
rnree  times  to  the  charge.  Supported  by  my  two  fe- 
conds,  M.  de  Surville  the  younger,  and  joannis,  we 
a,i  three  made  great  havock  upon  the  enemy’s  cen¬ 
ter,  whofe  fire  was  principally  levelled  at  me. 

_  M,  Bouvet,  Commander  of  the  Bien-aime,  had  not 
difplayed  lefs  bravery  in  the  front,  for  he  alone  da¬ 
maged  the  fliip  that  was  oppofite  to  him  very  confi- 
clerably.  The  Vengeur ,  commanded  by  M.  de  la 
Palliere,  after  a  few  Biots,  obliged  his  adverfe  Blip 
to  fbeer  off,  and,  notwithftanding  all  his  efforts,  he 
could  not  engage  her  in  the  action  again.  In  a 
word,  Monfeigneur ,  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  do  them 
this  juftice,  that  they  all  kept  their  ftations  very 
exactly,  and  fought  very  bravely. 

As  to  the  Due  de  Bourgogne ,  commanded  by  M. 
d’Apret,  it  was  never  in  its  flation,  from  the  time 
tiie  action  began  ;  for  the  Commander  fled  behind 
our  Blips  for  Bielter,  and  there  fired  acrofs  our  malls. 
The  Sylphide ,  commanded  by  M.  Mahi,  made  but 
a  fhort  refiftance,  notwithftanding  the  Commander’s 
good  will  to  continue  in  the  action ;  for  the  firft 
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broadfide  fhe  received,  forced  her  to  give  way,  and 
fall  to  leeward,  which  was  no  more  than  I  expected. 
The  Moras,  commanded  by  M.  Bee  de  Lievre,  under¬ 
went  almoft  the  fame  fate  ;  for  fome  unlucky  fhots 
having  difabled  half  her  crew,  flhe  was  obliged 
to  bear  away,  to  fave  the  reft  from  deftru&ion. 

From  what  has  been  related,  it  is  eafy  to  perceive 
that  I  was  obliged  to  fight  with  an  equal  number  of 
iliips,  of  inferior  force  to  thofe  of  the  enemy  ;  ne- 
verthelefs,  although  the  center  and  the  head  fliip  of 
my  van  fuffered  very  confiderably,  yet  the  Englifh 
fleet  gave  way,  and  retired,  being  fcarce  able  to  bear 
our  fire.  When  I  obferved  this,  I  inftantly  made  a 
fignal  for  the  foremoft  Iliips  to  tack  about,  in  order 
to  cut  off",  and  put  the  rear  of  the  enemy  between 
two  fires,  thus  feparating  it  from  the  front,  which 
was  greatly  Blattered ;  but  the  fmoke  preventing  my 
fignal  from  being  feen,  hindered  me  from  improving 
the  advantage  we  had  already  obtained.  T  he  Comte 
de  Provence,  and  the  Diligente ,  which  had  not  been 
able  to  difeover,  till  very  late,  the  reafon  of  my 
manoeuvre,  and  to  whom  I  had  fent  a  boat  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them  of  it,  began  to  rally,  and  draw  nearer 
to  me.  By  this  time  the  enemy,  much  incommoded, 
and  who  had  for  fome  time  given  way,  turned  again 
to  windward  as  fall  as  poflible  ;  but,  purfuing  ftiil 
my  firft  project,  which  the  iliips  in  my  front  had  not 
comprehended,  I  took  the  refolution  at  the  fame 
time  to  order  the  whole  fleet  to  wear  with  the  wind  aft. 
I  had  two  eifential  reafons  for  this:  firft,  as  night 
was  advancing,  I  meant  to  keep  as  much  as  poflible 
in  fight  of  Goudelour  and  Fort  St.  David;  fecondly,  by 
this  manoevre  I  thought  to  bring  on  the  a£tion  again, 
drawing  nearer  to  the  land  ;  and  I  placed  the  frefti 
iliip,  that  was  come  up  to  me,  in  its  ftation. 

In  a  word,  I  made  it  a  point  to  execute  without  de- 
t  lay  what  I  had  defigned  ;  but  the  enemy,  fufpe&ing 
my  manoeuvre,  hauled  the  wind  ftiil  more,  and,  be¬ 
ing  at  leaft  as  much  tired  of  the  battle  as  they  were 
roughly  handled  in  it,  under  favour  of  the  night, 
which  was  coming  on,  they  failed  to  leeward,  and 
retired  to  Madrafs.  I  neglected  nothing  to  keep 
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them  conftantly  in  view  ;  but,  as  they  kept  out  no 
lights,  I  could  not  exactly  perceive  what  became 
ot  them.  1  he  next  day  1  learned  that  they  were 
in  a  very  {battered  condition. 

As  I  failed  along  fhore,  I  ordered  the  Comte  de  Pro - 
<vence,'  commanded  by  M.  de  la  Chaife,  who  was 
perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  coaft,  to  regulate 
our  courfe,  to  direct  our  tacks,  or  to  anchor  if  he 
thought  proper.  Accordingly,  he  made  the  Signal 
tor  catting  anchor,  which  we  inftantly  repeated. 

The  next  day,  the  30th  of  the  month,  we  found 
ourfelves  at  anchor  before  Emparve,  which  is  Seven 
leagues  to  the  leeward  of  Pondicherry,  where  the 
current  and  the  drift  had  carried  11s  during  the  action. 
At  day-break  I  had  the  mortification  to  See  tli zBien- 
aimc  run  aground.  rI  his  veffel,  which  had  Sought  So 
valiantly  during  the  engagement,  had  had  her  cables 
cut  to  pieces,  and  loll  two  of  her  anchors  ;  Site  had 
dropped  here  the  only  anchor  She  had  left  at  the  cat¬ 
head,  -and  it  is  luppoSed  that  the  Due  de  Bourgogne , 
in  palling  by  her  in  the  dark,  had  cut  her  cable  in 
two  v/ith  its  keel,  which  expofed  her  to  this  unfor¬ 
tunate  accident  I  cannot  exprefs  to  you  the  Sorrow 
I  felt  at  this  fight,  especially  as  the  evil  Seemed 
irremediable.  When  1  came  to  Pondicherry,  I  {trip¬ 
ped  M.  d’Apret  of  his  command,  not  So  much  on  this 
account,  as  for  his  behaviour  in  the  adtion,  and  gave 
his  Ship  to  M.  Bouvet,  who  was  inconfolable  for  the 
misfortune  that  had  happened  to  him. 

My  Situation  at  Emparve  was  So  much  the  more 
cruel,  as  the  King’s  Squadron,  according  to  what  I 
Said  before,  was  in  want  of  water,  wood,  and  provi- 
lions,  having  befides  a  great  number  of  fick  and 
wounded  ;  neverthelefs,  after  the  Bien-aime  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  neceffary  repairs,  I  arrived  in  Pondi¬ 
cherry  road  the  7th  of  May,  under  favour  of  land 
and  fea  breezes.  This  was  the  hundredth  day  fince 
my  departure  from  Mauritius. 

I  intreat  you,  Monfeigneur,  to  remark,  that  when¬ 
ever  a  Ship  in  this  country  happens  to  be  embayed  to 
leeward  of  a  place,  in  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
it  is  very  difficult  to  get  out  ;  however  I  have  had 

the 


the  good  fortune  to  furmount  this  diihculty,  and  to 
effect  my  arrival  here,  though  not  without  coniidcr 
able  labour. 

However  this  may  be,  the  refill t  of  what  1  have 
hitherto  laid  is,  that  I  have  landed  the  money, 
troops,  and  warlike  {lores,  with  which  T  was  enlarg¬ 
ed,  for  Pondicherry,  and  although  my  men  were  ex¬ 
ceedingly  harrafled  and  weakened  by  three  long  voy¬ 
ages,  performed  in  contrary  feafons- — that  1  §av~ 
battle  to  the  Englifh  fleet,  which  was  come  either  to 
relieve  the  place  lately  belieged,  or  to  carry  off  the 
effects ; - — -that  having  driven  them  to  leeward,  I  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  executing  their  project  ;  that  the 
pretence  of  the  King’s  fleet  has  alio  hindered  toe 
enemy  from  laying  fiege  to  Caricalle,  which  1  well 
knew  they  intended  ; — and,  perhaps,  that  this  adlion 
will  contribute  to  the  taking  oi  Goudelour  and  I  oic 
St.  David. 

After  I  had  diiembarked,  on  my  arrival  here  the 
yth  of  May,  the  land  forces  1  had  on  board,  I  found 
the  fleet  aimoft  deffitute  of  men,  as  much  from  the 
number  of  hek  as  from  the  adlion  1  had  fuftained. 
The  mixed  Council  determined,  that  1  fhould  remain 
under  the  walls  of  Pondicherry,  until  Igot  a  fupply 
of  men,  wTater,  and  provifions,  of  which  the  fleet 
was  in  extreme  want.  Notwithftanding  this,  having 
got  in  provifions  for  twenty  days,  I  called  a  naval 
Council,  to  which  M.  de  Leyrit  and  the  Counfellors 
were  invited,  to  deliberate  on  the  polition  of  the 
enemy,  who,  having  not  been  able  to  reach  Goude- 
lour  by  fea,  were  now  attempting  to  arrive  there  by 
land,  as  we  plainly  difeovered  from  the  maffs  of  our 
fhips  lying  in  Pondicherry. 

In  this  Council  I  explained  the  melancholy  fixa¬ 
tion  of  a  fleet  anchored  under  a  fortrefs,  which  can 
only  defend  it  from  a  great  diftance  ;  and  the  misfor¬ 
tunes  that  would  enfue,  if  it  happened  to  be  attacked 
in  that  fixation.  I  obferved,  that  the  plan  was  the 
world  that  could  poilibly  have  been  adopted  ;  and 
that  it  would  certainly  be  produ&ive  of  very  bad 
confequences  in  India,  if  by  fire-fhips,  or  other  things 
of  that  nature,  which  could  not  be  guarded  againft, 

N  5  we 
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we  fliould  be  torced  to  run  our  fhips  aground,  or  to 
fet  fire  to  them  ;  that  in  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs* 
the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  country  would  be 
itrangely  affected  by  it,  efpecially  after  the  battle 
that  had  lately  been  fought;  and  that  it  would  be 
infinitely  more  advifeable  that  the  fleet  fliould  put  to 
fea  without  her  complement  of  men,  than  that  it 
fliould  purfue  a  pian,  which  would  prove  not  1  efs  dif- 
honourable  to  the  nation,  than  detrimental  to  the 

glory  of  his  Majefty’s  arms,  the  intereft  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  and  of  the  Company. 

They  all  agreed  to  the  folidity  of  my  arguments, 
but  neverthelefs  they  came  to  no  refolution.  It  was 
however,  refolved,  that  I  fliould  fend  to  M.  de  Lally* 
to  acquaint  him  with  the  pofition  of  the  Englifli* 
who  were  in  fight,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  afk  him 
ior  all  the  fuccours  he  could  fpare,  to  enable  the 
King’s  fleet  to  fet  fail,  in  cafe  the  enemy  fliould  oer- 
fift  in  their  attempts  to  relieve  Goudelour.  i  charged 
the  Chevalier  de  Monteil,  Major  of  the  fleet,  with 
this  commiffion,  and  gave  him  a  letter  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  I  fent  Meffieurs  de  Palliere  and  Surville, 
Captains  of  fliips  belonging  to  the  Company,  and* 
Ah  de  Clouet,  L,ounfellor  of  Pondicherry,  to  accom¬ 
pany  him, 

When  M  de  Lally  was  informed  by  thefe  Gentle¬ 
men  of  the  pofition  of  the  two  fleets,  he  lamented 
my  unhappy  fituation  ;  but  being  himfelf  engaged  in 
befieging  a  ftrong  place,  from  which  it  would  be  im¬ 
proper  that  he  fliould  retire,  and  not  having  on  the 
other  hand  more  forces  than  he  wanted,  it  was  with 
great  difficulty  he  could  fpare  any:  however  necef- 
iity  over-ruling  every  other  confideration,  and  being- 
feniible  that  the  prefence  of  the  fleet  might  be  of 
great  ufe  in  haftening  the  furrender  of  Fort  St.  David, 
lie  resolved  next  morning  to  fet  off  for  Pondicherry. 
There  the  mixed  Council  being  affembled,  he  told 
them,  that  from  the  deputation  which  I  had  fent  him 
the  day  before,  he  underftood  that  the  fleet  was  in 
great  danger,  if  deftitute  of  men  as  it  was,  it  were 
obliged  to  remain  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Pondi¬ 
cherry  ; 
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cherry  ;  and  that,  in  confequence  of  this,  he  would 
order  fome  troops  and  feapoys  to  my  abidance.. 

I  cannot  conceal  from  you  the  joy  which  this  an* 
fwer  gave  me  ;  and,  to  avail  mj'feli  of  IVI.  de  Lallv  s 
good  intentions,  we  immediately  took  a  review,  in 
prefence  of  the  Council,  not  only  of  all  the  men  on 
board,  but  alfo  of  thofe  who  were  in  the  hofpitals, 
and  might  foon  be  ready  to  embark  for  a  coup  de 
main. 

When  the  review  was  oyer,  he  gave  me  330  iol- 
diers  and  600  feapoys,  which  we  diftributed  among 
the  fhips,  and  ordered  them  to  be  embarked  without 
delay.  This  was  done  with  fuch  expedition,  that 
at  any  rate  I  was  enabled  to  put  to  fea,  in  fight  ot 
the  Englibi  fleet,  on  the  ill  of  June. 

As  the  enemy,  who  lay  at  anchor  to  leeward  of 
me,  had  been  obferving  me  for  fome  time,  and  faw 
me*  fitting  out  at  break  of  day,  they  did  the  fame 
with  no  lefs  expedition  ;  but  whether  with  a  defign 
of  drawing  me  to  leeward  of  Pondicherry,  and  car- 
rymg  me  further  away  from  Fort  St.  David  ;  or 
whether  they  were  difconcerted  at  the  fight  of  me, 
and  at  the  route  I  was  taking  ;  or  finally,  whether 
they  did  not  chufe  to  fight  to  the  leeward  ;  or  for 
fome  other  reafon  which  1  am  ignorant  of,  they  biort- 
ened  their  fails,  and  fuffered  themfelves  to  drive  for 
a  confiderable  time. 

As  by  their  manoeuvre  I  entertained  fome  conjee* 
tures  of  what  their  defign  might  be,  I  took  care  not 
to  follow  them,  as  much  that  I  might  not  lofe  fight  of 
my  objefl,  as  that  I  might  keep  to  the  windward  of 
Pondicherry  in  cafe  of  a  fecond  engagement.  I  con¬ 
tinued,  therefore,  my  courfe  towards  Fort  St.  David, 
in  order  to  renew  the  blockade  of  it,  expedting  by 
that  means  to  draw  the  enemy  there,  and  to  give 
them  battle,  if  they  biould  attempt  to  relieve  the 
place,  as  I  had  reafon  to  fuppofe  they  would.  I  was 
not  a  little  furprized  when  1  was  told,  a  fliort  time 
after,  that  they  had  difappeared.  I  imagined  they 
meant  to  take  a  round-about  courfe  to  the  place,  but 
the  event  biewed  my  conjecture  to  be  groundlefs, 
for  I  never  faw  them  after. 
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However  this  may  be,  the  King’s  fleet  havintr 
.  made  us  appearance  before  Fort  St.  David  on  the  ad 

M  iUnei  n'e  §arnfon  fent  immediately  to  capitulate. 
W.  de  Lally  communicated  this  good  newsPto  me 
letting  me  know,  at  the  fame  time,  how  much  my 
pretence  had  contributed  to  it  j  he  alfo  defired  me  to 
meafhore,  that  we  might  concert  together  what 
was  farther  to  be  done  at  prefen.t  j  which  I  did  as 
lQon  as  the  weather  permitted. 

Accordingly,  1  repaired  to  Fort  St.  David  on  the 
of  the  month,  where  M.  de  Lally  fignified  to  me 
Ins  defire  that  the  fleet  fliould  appear  before  Devi- 
Lottah,  a  little  place  which  he  intended  to  set  pof- 
feifionof  I  accordingly  fet  fail,  and  went  to  the 
place  without  delay.  This  fort  havina  furrendered 
without  making  any  refiftance,  I  judged  it  advifeable 
to  proceed  iome  way  along  the  coaft,  as  I  had  al¬ 
ready  done.  I  thought  this  manoeuvre  would  produce 
a  wonderful  effect  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the 
country,  as  much  to  preferve  thofe  who  were  attach- 
cu  to  us,  as  to  reftrain  thofe  who  might  be  adverfe. 

elides,  I  learned  by  a  letter  I  received  from  the 
Governor  of  Caricalle,  that  an  Englilh  fliip  of  two 
tiers  had  arrived  lately  in  the  road  of  Negapatnam, 
v.  .uch  veilel  J  wifhed  to  intercept.  I  alfo  expe&ed 
the  C entaure,  which  was  to  be  fent  to  me  from  Mau¬ 
ritius,  and  was  defirous  of  facilitating  her  arrival,  and 
lei?ino  ,the  Supplies  that  might  come  to  the  ene- 
IJ‘^*  ^  hefe  reaions,  added  to  that  of  getting  pro« 

vdions  from  Carricalle,  determined  me  to  go  and  an¬ 
chor  there. 

Accordingly  I  caft  anchor  there  the  evening  of 
'he  fame  day,  and  the  next  day  I  took  forne  refrefti- 
ments  from  the  town.  I  aiked  for  fome  timber  to 
refit  the  rudders  of  two  of  my  fliips,  but  could  get 
none.  I  intimated  to  the  Captains  of  the  fleet  my 
dehgn  of  running  up  the  coaft  till  we  came  to  the 
ifland  of  Ceylon,  which  they  all  approved  of,  be* 
taufe  in  that  feafon  all  the  European  veflels  com¬ 
monly  arrive  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 


I  immediately 


APPENDIX,  277 

I  immediately  communicated  to  M.  de  Lally  whit 
we  a  d  determined  upon,  and  on  the  9th  of  June  we 
let  out  for  Negapatnam,  where  I  anchored  with  the 
whole  fleet  the  fame  day.  This  Dutch  fettlement 
faluted  the  King’s  flag  both  by  fea  and  land,  and 
gave  us  all  the  provifions,  liquor,  and  rigging  they 
could  fpare  ;  from  thence  fetting  fail,  we  continued 
our  courfe  towards  the  ifland  of  Ceylon.  In  our  way 
we  met  with  a  little  Englifh  brig,  which  I  fent  im¬ 
mediately  to  Pondicherry,  left  fhe  fhould  retard 
us  in  our  courfe.  As  in  the  feveral  tacks  I  made, 
I  appeared  again  before  Caricalle  on  the  1 6th  of 
June,  I  received  there  an  order  from  the  High  Coun¬ 
cil,  dated  the  13th  Inftant,  deflring  the  prefence  of 
the  fleet,  during  the  abfence  of  M.  de  Lally,  who 
was  gone  into  the  inland  country  to  execute  fome 
enterprife.  On  receipt  of  the  order,  I  did  not  de¬ 
fer  one  moment  to  comply  with  the  requeft  that 
was  made  to  me.  Accordingly  I  anchored  on  the 
17th  at  Pondicherry,  and  the  day  following  I  had  an 
interview  with  M.de  Lally,  who  acquainted  me  w  ith 
the  deflgn  he  was  going  to  execute.  When  he  was 
gone,  M.  de  Leyrit  told  me  he  had  occafion  for 
fome  men,  to  aflift,  in  cafe  of  accidents,  the  troops 
who  guarded  the  prifoners  of  war,  and  I  agreed  im¬ 
mediately  to  give  him  fifty  failors,  and  an  oflicer,  to 
mount  guard  every  day  in  the  fort. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  fuperiority  we  feemed  to  have  on  the  coaft,  did 
not  impofe  upon  me,  I  knew  their  ftrengtft  and 
with  what  readinefs  they  could  equip  their  fleet  in 
Madrafs,  and  put  it  in  a  ftate  to  fail  up  the  coaft. 
On  the  other  hand,  I  faw,  with  much  concern,  how 
little  fuccour  could  be  drawn  from  Pondicherry 
where  nothing  was  attended  to  but  M.  de  Lally’s  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Tanjour.  Thus  reduced  to  make  the 
moft  of  my  own  deplorable  ftate,  I  thought  of  no¬ 
thing  but  victualling  the  fleet  in  fome  way  or  other 
in  order  to  be  in  a  condition  to  attack  the  enemy 
whenever  they  fhould  appear. 

While  I  was  abforbed  in  this  bufinefs,  I  received 
an  account  from  Caricalle,  that  three  large  Engliflh 
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fhips  from  Bengal  had  anchored  in  the  road  of  Trin- 
quebar  I  was  going  immediately  to  fet  fail  with 
fome  fhips,  to  endeavour  to  intercept  them,  when 
I  received  intelligence  of  their  departure.  I  was  in¬ 
formed,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  were  richly 
laden,  an^  had  failed  towards  Madrafs.  You  may 
judge  from  this,  Monfeigneur ,  how  much  I  regretted 
the  having  been  obliged  to  quit  my  cruife.  Thofe 
who  had  recalled  me,  alfo  repented  ;  but  it  was  too 
late. 

It  was  foon  known  in  Madrafs  what  a  condition  I 
was  in,  and  how  much  my  fleet  was  weakened, 
both  by  ficknefs  and  by  the  abfence  of  the  land 
forces,  from  which  I  could  not  obtain  any  further  fuc- 
cours.  From  that  period,  the  enemy  thinking  that 
they  ought  to  avail  themfelves  of  their  fuperior 
ftrength,  refolved  again  to  fail  up  the  coaft,  after 
having  taken  800  men  on  board,  from  the  garrifon 
of  Madrafs,  as  I  have  fince  learned,  which,  being 
added  to  a  reinforcement  of  150  from  the  three  Ben¬ 
gal  fhips,  made  their  fleet  infinitely  ftronger  than 
mine. 

The  fecurity  which  prevailed  at  Pondicherry,  re- 
fpedting  the  feveral  motions  of  the  enemy,  was  near¬ 
ly  the  caufe  of  our  deftru&ion.  They  were  already 
at  Emparve  before  I  knew  it ;  nor  was  I  even  ap¬ 
prized  of  their  coming,  till  they  were  obferved  from 
our  maft-head.  My  rudder,  and  thore  of  many  other 
Blips,  were  on  fhore,  and  all  unfit  for  fervice  ;  how¬ 
ever,  I  gave  orders  infiantly  that  they  fhould  be 
carried  on  board.  I  alfo  fent  to  examine  the  hofpi- 
tals,  in  order  to  take  up  thofe  failors  who  might  Till 
be  fit  for  a  coup  de  main.  Bur,  notwithAanding  all 
my  efforts,  I  found  my  fhips  Till  very  bare  of  men, 
and  the  few  we  had  were  exhaufted.  Neverthelefs, 
as  the  enemy  were  continually  approaching,  it  was 
necefiary  to  take  fome  refolution.  I  aflembled  the 
Captains  of  the  fleet,  who  unanimoufly  agreed,  with 
refpeft  to  the  danger  we  were  expofed  to,  if  we 
fuffered  ourfelves  to  be  attacked  while  we  lay  at 
anchor.  Therefore,  by  their  advice,  after  I  was 

difcharged  from  the  care  of  Pondicherry,  by  an 

order 
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order  of  Council,  which  I  fummoned  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  I  failed  out  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  on  the 
27th  of  July,  in  order  to  preferve  the  advantage  of 
the  wind,  by  which  I  became  mailer  of  all  my  ma¬ 
noeuvres. 

At  this  time  I  had  only  500  men  in  my  fhip  ;  the 
fhips  of  70  guns  had  only  between  350  and"  400 
at  moll ;  and  the  reft  215  ;  and  I  was  even  obliged 
to  difarm  the  Sylphide ,  to  ftrengthen  the  fhips  that 
were  weakeft  with  her  crew. 

f.uch  were  the  forces  with  which  I  was  to  encoun¬ 
ter  a  fleet  that  wanted  for  nothing,  fuperior  both 
in  the  fize  of  their  fhips  and  the  weight  of  their 
metal ;  and,  moreover,  certain  of  the  advantage 
they  had  over  us  on  account  of  the  great  number  of 
troops  with  which  they  were  lately  reinforced. 

Notwithftanding  this,  the  enemy  couid  not  per¬ 
ceive  our  weaknefs,  by  reafon  of  the  refolute  coun¬ 
tenance  we  affumed.  The  two  fleets  manoeuvred  the 
whole  day  in  fight  of  each  other.  I  took  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  the  night  to  get  to  the  fouthward,  and  in 
the  morning,  I  loft  fight  of  the  enemy.  Being  at 
this  time  near  Negapatnam,  I  refolved  to  anchor  at 
Cancalle,  in  order  to  learn  what  was  become  of 
the  enemy’s  fleet;  but  I  could  hear  nothing  of  it.  I 
then  made  no  doubt  but  that  they  lay  to  leeward 
in  order  to  wait  for  us  as  we  paffed ;  whereupon  I 
determined  to  follow  them,  in  order  to  preferve  the 
advantage  of  the  wind,  which  was  the  only  one  I 
had,  or  could  hope  for  at  that  time,  J 

I  therefore  fet  fail  from  Caricalle  the  firftofAu- 
guk ;  and,  having  ranged  my  fhips  all  in  front  to 
make  them  appear  to  greater  advantage,  I  failed 
down  the  coaft,  being  certain  to  meet  them,  if  they 
were  there.  Accordingly,  it  was  not  long  before  we 
perceived  them.  At  nine  in  the  morning,  I  difi- 
covered  the  Englifh  fleet  oppofite  Porto  Novo  en¬ 
deavouring  to  fail  up  the  coaft.  Upon  this  I  failed 
clofe  to  the  wmd,  expe&ing  a  fea  breeze,  to  be 
able  to  bear  down  upon  them  without  any  confufion. 
i  ne  breeze  rofe  at  noon,  and  I  formed  my  line  to 

windward., 
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windward,  with  ‘he  Comte  de  Provence  in  the  front, 
fc  ,  owed  by  the  Moras  md  the  Due  d’ Or  leans,  my  fe- 
cond  in  front:  after  me  came  the  St.  Leua,  followed 
by  the  Due  de  Burgogne}  the  Conde ,  and  the  Vengeury 
which  formed  the  rear.  In  this  order  I  advanced 
towards  the  enemy,  who  were  at  a  eat  diftance, 
which,  together  with  the  weight  of  fome  of  the 
fhips,  was  the  reafon  that  we  could  not  come  within 
reach  of  their  guns  till  about  five  in  the  evening. 
Notwithftanding  this,  I  was  fully  determined  to 
avail  myfelf  of  the  advantage  \  had,  and  juft  on  the 
point  of  beginning  the  engagement,  when  the  St, 
Louis  cried  out  to  me,  that  fhe  could  not  open  her 
lower  tier  ;  and  I  perceived  at  the  fame  time,  that 
feveral  other  vefleis  were  in  the  fame  condition. 
This  inconvenience,  joined  to  the  quick  approach  of 
night,  obliged  me  to  fail  clofe  to  the  wind,  and  to 
proceed  thus  in  my  courfe,  in  order  to  preferve  that 
advantage  till  I  could  find  a  more  favourable  oppor¬ 
tunity. 

The  following  day,  having  loft  fight  of  the  enemy, 
I  went  to  Caricalle  to  anchor,  in  order  to  learn  what 
was  become  of  them  ;  but  I  was  not  long  there,  be¬ 
fore  I  dilcovered  them  myfelf,  with  their  lights  out, 
about  two  in  the  morning,  when  I  made  no  doubt 
but  they  were  endeavouring  to  get  the  weather-gage 
of  me;  for  which  reafon  I  put  immediately  to  fea 
to  prevent  them,  and,  lading  along  the  coaft  as  they 
did,  I  obferved,  at  break  of  day,  that  they  were 
about  a  league  and  a  half  to  leeward,  I  thought 
this  was  the  time  to  begin  the  attack  ;  accordingly 
I  made  the  fignal  for  that  purpofe,  and  each  vefiel 
executed  my  orders  with  fo  much  precifion,  that  the 
general  ardour  they  difplayed  in  advancing  upon  the 
enemy,  feemed  to  me  a  fortunate  prefage  of  fuc- 
cefs. 

My  joy  lafted  but  a  fhort  time;  for  I  had  the 
mortification  to  lee  the  St.  Lou.sy  and  two  other  vef- 
fels,  in  the  fame  condition  they  were  in  two  days 
before.  The  fea  was,  however,  beautiful ;  but  I 

cannot  avoid  telling  you,  Monfeigneur ,  that  you  have 

been 


APPENDIX.  281 

been  impofed  upon,  and  that  the  Company  has  inv 
pofed  upon  itfelt  ;  for  l  had  but  three  fliips  of  wai 
in  my  fleet :  the  guns  of  the  other  fliips  were  too 
weak,  and,  moreover,  they  were  not  fit  for  fervice. 

1  faw,  with  concern,  the  proof  of  this  ;  but  it  was 
neceflary  to  think  of  a  remedy. 

In  this  pofition  of  the  two  fleets,  though  we  were 
to  windward  of  them,  yet  the  fea-breeze  neceflarily 
placed  them  to  windward  of  us ;  fo  that  they  could 
oblige  us  to  fight  them  between  the  land  and  their 
fquadron.  On  the  other  hand,  the  condition  of  fome 
of  our  fliips,  whofe  firft  batteries  were  ufelefs,  made 
it  neceflary  to  renounce  the  advantage  of  engaging 
to  windward.  The  beft  thing,  therefore,  I  thought 
that  could  be  done,  was  to  order  the  head  fPii p  of 
our  front  to  bear  down,  and  the  reft  to  follow  iuc- 
ceflively  in  her  wake,  keeping  the  fame  courfe  in 
the  general  tack,  to  run  along  the  enemy  s  line  $  we 
fliould  then  bear  down  fhort,  in  order  to  pals  by  the 
ftern  of  the  laft  of  the  enemy  s  fliips,  and  each  of 
us  was  to  pour  in  a  broadfide  within  piitol-fhot,  run¬ 
ning  on  upon  the  fame  tack  for  a  league  or  two, 
more  or  lefs,  that  we  might  thill  be  to  windward  Oi 
them,  with  the  full  fea-breeze.  By  this  manoeuvre, 
we  fhould  not  only  deftroy  one  of  the  enemy’s  fliips, 
but  alfo  be  enabled  to  attack  with  the  advantage  of 
the  wind  this  fquadron,  which  would  then  be  con- 
fiderably  weakened.  The  world  thing  that  could  be¬ 
fall  us,  was  to  fall  to  leeward,  if  the  wind  fliould 
fail  us  too  foon,  and  whatever  I  could  do,  could  not 
prevent  that. 

I  difpatched  the  Diligente  frigate  to  the  Comte  de 
Provence ,  to  inform  the  Captain  of  my  defign,  order¬ 
ing  him  to  execute  it  at  the  firft  fignal  I  fliould 
make.  I  commanded  alfo  the  Due  de  Burgogne  to 
take  the  place  of  the  Moras ,  while  this  laft  fhip  was 
to  fill  the  ftation  of  the  former  in  the  rear..  .  Every 
thing  being  thus  difpofed,  and  the  fliips  waiting  for 
nothing  but  the  inftant  to  bear  down,  I  gave  the 
fignal  by  firing  two  guns,  one  after  the  other. 

M.  de  la  Chaife,  who  commanded  the  head  fhip 
of  the  Yaq,  immediately  fet  about  to  execute  minutely 

the 
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the  mftruftions  I  had  given  him :  the  reft  followed 

lmu1n-'eXa<^j  orc^er^  and>  by  the  ardour  with  which 
each  Ihip  endeavoured  to  keep  its  ftation,  it  feemed 
as  jt  ali  of  them  were  aduated  by  the  fame  fpirit. 

e  ieve  the  fteadinefs  with  which  this  manoeuvre 
was  conduced,  did  not  contribute  a  little  towards 
producing  that  perplexity  and  confufion,  which  I 
thought  I  perceived  in  the  enemy’s  line. 

They  were  foon  deceived,  as  1  intended  they  fliould 
de  to  that  I  began  to  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  fuc~ 
cels  of  this  project.  In  a  fhort  time,  the  Comte  de 
Provence,  which  conduced  the  head  of  the  line  with 
a.  P  jU.  ac.e  and  intrepidity  that  never  failed,  ar- 
rivedwuhm  about  a  cannon  and  a  half  ihot  of  the 

V  and.made  her  laft  tack  to  pafs  by  the  ftern 
of  the  laft  fhipof  the  enemy’s  line. 

.  ^e.  followed  her  with  full  fails,  in  order  not  to 
give  time  to  the  enemy  to  recover  themfelves  $  for 
the  nearer  we  approached,  the  more  they  feemed 
aitoniihed  at  the  manoeuvre.  There  was  now  no 
time  to  retrad,  for  we  were  within  gun-fhot ;  in  a 
word,  we  were  upon  the  point  of  terminating  our- 
enterprise,  when,  of  a  fudden,  the  land  breeze 
flopped,  and  forced  me  to  form  my  line  oppohte 
the  enemy  s,  and  to  leeward  of  the  Englifh  fqua- 

This  difappointment  did  not,  however,  abate  in 
any  refpeft  the  ardour  of  the  crews,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  I  perceived  that  it  rather  increafed  it. 

1  could  not  ceafe  admiring  the  great  zeal  and 
willingnefs,  which  appeared  to  direct  and  accom- 
pany  the  motions  of  each  fhip  ;  and  I  am  not  afraid 
to  fay,  that  the  great  precifion  and  firmnefs  with 
which  they  performed  their  manoeuvres,  made  me  in 
fome  fort  unmindful  of  the  weaknefs  of  their  condi¬ 
tion.  I  hallened  therefore  to  avail  myfelf  of  this 
general  ardour,  in  order  to  put  myfelf  in  a  (late  to 
meet  the  enemy,  who  were  forming  their  line  op- 
polite  to,  and  below  mine.  The  Admiral  kept  the 
center,  with  two  of  his  larged  fhips,  fore  and  aft. 
M.  Stevens  commanded  a  70  gun  fliip  at  the  head  of 

the 


the  line,  which  was  clofed  by  a  fhip  of  the  fame 
force. 

The  Englifh  did  not  let  us  wait  long,  for  they 
bore  down  upon  us  at  half  an  hour  after  twelve  ;  by 
their  manoeuvre  they  feemed  inclined  to  attack  oui 
rear,  but  I  prevented  thaf,  by  making  a  fignal  for  the 
rear  to  come  cloferto  me  :  they  then  ran  along  our 
line  in  excellent  order. 

M.  Stevens,  finding  himfelf  within  piftol  fhot  of 
the  Comte  de  Provence ,  began  to  retire,  to  avoid  part 
of  his  firft  fire  ;  but  this  fhip  having  endeavoured  as 
much  to  keep  her  broadfide  to  her,  the  two  fleets 
foon  approached  one  another,  and  the  moment  for 
beginning  the  general  action  feemed  to  be  at 
hand. 

Scarce  had  I  made  the  fignal  for  this  purpofe, 
when  the  two  van  guards  began  to  attack  each 
other  with  reciprocal  fury  ;  the  fight  foon  became 
genera],  and  a  quick  and  heavy  fire  was  kept  up 
on  both  fides. 

But  the  firft  fire  which  we  difcharged  was  rather 
prejudicial  to  the  enemy,  for  one  ol  their  fhips  loft 
her  mizen-top-fail-maft,  and  feemed  much  fhattered ; 
befides,  their  fire  began  to  diminifh  greatly  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  brifknefs  of  ours  :  this,  added  to  the 
courage  of  our  crews,  which  feemed  continually  to 
augment,  might  have  counterbalanced  the  fuperiority 
of  their  ftrength,  had  not  an  accident,  which  I  had 
no  reafon  to  expedt,  changed  the  face  of  matters, 
and  turned  every  thing  in  favour  of  the  enemy.  They 
had  various  kinds  of  combuftibles  on  board :  the 
fhip  which  fought  with  the  Comte  de  Provence ,  threw 
one  into  her,  which  fet  fire  to  her  fails  and  her 
mizen-maft.  This  unfortunate  veffel,  which  the  con¬ 
duct  and  courage  of  her  commander  ought  feeru- 
ingly  to  have  preferved  from  a  fimilar  accident, 
maintained  her  ftation  as  long  as  fhe  could,  for  fear 
of  breaking  the  line,  but  at  length  was  obliged  to 
bear  away  to  extinguifh  the  flames,  which  were  ex¬ 
tending  to  her  poop.  She  would  have  had  much 
difficulty  in  doing  this,  had  it  not  been  for  M  Bouvet, 

com- 
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ZZT^i  ,the  utic/e  Br^m'  who  facrifi«d 

1  inneif  to  ilielter  her  from  the  continual  fire  of  the 

enemv,  and  thus  by  his  valour  and  prudence  faved 

ms  ihip,  which  otherwife  would  probably  have 

eenconiumed.  ThisaCtion,  Monfeigneur ,  is  beyond 

praiie,  and  there  is  no  rev/ard  which  the  author 

•  ^  niay  not  expert,  and  of  which  he  is  not  worthy 

in  every  refpeCt.  7 

In  the  mean  while,  this  forced  retreat  of  the  Comte 
Oe  n-ovence  had  given  the  enemy  an  undoubted  fu- 
penomy.  The  Englifo  Admiral,  who  well  knew 
the  imperfect  ftate  of  our  artillery,  endeavoured  (till 
to  improve  it  j  tor,  having  the  advantage  of  the  wind 
,  fired  at  us  continually  with  his  32  pounders;  fo 
that  moil  of  our  fhips  could  annoy  the  enemy  but  very 
t  Admiral  himfelf,  recollecting  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  manner  in  which  I  received  him  the  firth 
time  always  prefented  the  quarter  to  me  ;  the  fhip 
which  preceded  him,  fired  at  me  from  her  hern; 
but  not  one  of  the  enemy’s  fhips  prefented  a  bread" 
hde  oppofite  me.  Befides  this,  as  1  was  going  to 
windward,  in  order  to  give  the  Admiral  my  whole 
fire,  a  cannon  fhot  carried  oft  the  wheel  of  my  helm, 
and  then,  being  no  longer  mafter  of  my  fhip,  'l  drove’ 
m  fpite  of  my  efforts  to  the  contrary,  beyond  the 
Due  d Orleans,  which,  having  fereened  me  for  a 
moment,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  repairing  this 
damage,  and  enabled  me  to  place  myfelf  in  the  line 
before  her.  The  fight  then  became  more  obftinate 
than  ever,  and,  fupported  by  all  my  fhips,  which 
feemed  to  acquire  frefh  courage  from  their  weaknefs, 

I  made  head  againft  the  enemy  :  foon  after  this’ 
my  tiller-rope  being  cut,  I  was  reduced  again  to  the 
fame  fituation  I  was  in  before ;  but  the  activity 
of  the  officers  I  had  remaining,  fupplying  every 
deficiency,  I  was  foon  in  a  condition  to  return  to 
the  charge,  and  help  my  valiant  feconds,  who, 
with  a  few  other  fhips,  fuftained  the  fire  of  the 
whole  Englifh  line. 

.  Wow  iliall  I  relate  to  you  Monfeigneur ,  the  pro¬ 
digies  of  valour  which  my  Van  difplayed  ?  The  con- 
ftancy  of  their  fire  even  concealed  from  me,  for 

fome 
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fome  time,  the  damages  the  fhips  had  fuffered.  At 
length,  however,  I  faw  with  concern,  that  the  Conde 
and  Moras ,  entirely  too  weak  for  the  line  of  battle, 
were  obliged  to  bear  away  in  order  to  refit,  and  re¬ 
turn  again  to  the  charge,  not  being  able  to  refill 
a  force  fo  fuperior,  with  which  they  were  crufii- 
cd.  . 

The  dangers  notwithftanding,  which  thefe  fhips 
efcaped,  were  nothing  in  comparifon  to  that  to 
which  my  fhip  was  expofed  a  little  after  I  he 
enemy  threw  a  combuftible  into  my  powder-room, 
and  I  expedted  every  moment  to  be  blown  up.  *1  hen 
it  was,  Monjeigneur ,  that  I  became  more  than 
ever  fenfible  of  the  happinefs  of  having  fuch  Officers 
as  I  have,  upon  occafions  like  thefe.  Their  fteadi- 
nefs  and  coolnefs  quieted  the  alarms  of  the  crew, 
and  the  fire  was  extinguifhed  by  the  care  and  dex¬ 
terity  of  M.  Guillemin,  my  Clerk,  without  our  cea- 
fing  all  the  time  to  fire  on  the  enemy,  or  letting 
them  perceive  what  had  happened. 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  difafters,  we  ftill  held 
out,  which  I  myfelf  was  aftonifhed  at,  feeing  the 
Englifh  kept  up  a  ftrong  and  continual  fire,  regard- 
lei's  of  their  loftes,  from  the  numbers  they  had  to 
repair  them  with.  I  had  in  my  fhip  a  hundred  and 
ninety  killed  and  wounded,  moll  of  my  officers 
were  difabled,  and  I  had  received  a  dangerous 
wound  in  the  beginning  of  the  adtion,  which  gave 
me  great  pair,  My  rigging  was  cut  to  pieces,  my 
fails  mangled  and  torn,  and  feveral  of  my  guns  dif- 
mounted  ;  one  of  the  firft  deck  guns  in  particular, 
burfi,  and  killed  fifteen  of  my  men;  at  length  I  per¬ 
ceived  that  my  crew  was  almoft  reduced  to  nothing, 
and  unable  to  continue  the  fire.  The  reft  of  the 
fhips  feemed  to  be  in  no  better  condition,  for  the 
courage  of  their  Commanders  could  not  withftand 
forces  fo  much  f  perior  to  their  own 

On  this  account,  after  an  engagement  of  two 
hours  and  a  half,  feeing  the  Comte  de  Provence  ftili 
on  fire,  my  rear  fhattered,  and  .my  own  fhip  in 
pieces  about  me,  I  refolved  to  bear  away  before  the 
wind,  in  order  to  favour  the  retreat  of  the  fhips 

which 
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which  were  forced  to  give  way  in  the  a&ion.  While 
we  were  executing  this  manoeuvre,  the  tiller  of  mv 
helm  broke,  fo  that  my  fhip  being  ungovernable,  I 
could  not  avoid  running  foul  of  the  Due  d' Orleans 
winch  to  complete  my  misfortune,  was  full  as" 
much  fhattered  as  myfelf.  I  could  not  poffibly  be 
in  a  more  critical  fituation  than  I  then  was.  The 
enemy  had  bore  away  as  we  had,  but  might  have 
taken  advantage  of  our  confulion  to  demobih  us  to- 

t  -  n0t  ttie  crew>  following  the  example  of 

their  Officers,  who  fpirited  them  up  in  the  midft  of 

danger  a&ed  at  that  moment  with  fo  much  dexte- 
r|ty  ai?^  . ravery,  that  they  foon.  tiifengaged  us  ;  and 
Ihcn.  being  ab  e  to  matter  my  fhip  again,  the  helm 
ot  which  had  been  repaired  with  equal  expedition, 

1  took  my  ftation  in  the  rear  of  the  fleet,  and,  firing 

from  both  fides,  I  kept  off  fuch  of  the  enemy’s  ihips 
as  might  moled:  us.  r 

We  immediately  fet  about  refitting  our  fhips  in 
the  bed:  manner  we  could  in  order  to  face  the 
enemy  again,  in  cafe  the  Admiral  Ihould  defign  to 
chafe  us,  and  having  direded  our  courfe  towards 
Pondicherry,  I  made  a  iignal  to  the  V^engeur  to  take 
pod:  in  my  rear.  I  was  infinitely  concerned  to  fee 
the  pumping  continually  going  forward  on  board 
this  fhip,  as  Ihe  pafled  me,  and  to  obferve  the  (hat* 
tered  condition  ihe  was  in  ;  but  I  could  have  ex¬ 
pected  nothing  elfe,  after  the  brave  defence  I  faw 
her  make  in  the  engagement. 

Some  of  the  enemy’s  Ihips  appeared  in  light  about 
half  an  hour  after  five  in  the  evening,  and  feemed 
to  chafe  us ;  but,  on  forming  ourfelves  again  into 
a  line  of  battle,  they  difappeared,  and  failed  as  near 
the  wind  as  poffible,  towards  Negapatnam,  to  anchor. 
We  continued  our  courfe  to  Pondicherry,  where  I 
arrived  in  the  evening  of  the  following  day,  and  or¬ 
dered  all  the  fhips  to  moor  immediately  in  a  line  as 
near  the  place  as  poffible. 

The  two  engagements  I  had  fuftained  fince  my 
arrival  on  the  coaft  had  coft  me  very  dear,  for  I  had 
fcarce  any  of  my  Officers  left,  having  loft  Me  firs. 
Bourdonnaye,  Blenac,  and  Dupleffis,  as  well  as  M. 

Pafcau, 
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Pafcau,  a  man  of  merit  and  diftin&ion ;  and  after¬ 
wards  MeiTrs.  du  Desfaits,  a  lieutenant,  and  the 
Chevalier  Maintier,  Keeper  of  the  Colours,  M. 
cPHerce  died  of  his  wounds  ;  and  1  had  the  grief  to 
fee  one  of  my  nephews  die  before  my  eyes,  who  had 
one  of  his  legs  carried  off ;  he  had  been  wounded  in 
the  fir  ft  adtion,  as  well  as  his  brother,  the  Chevalier 
de  Senneville,  who  received  feveral  fplinters  in  his 
legs:  he  is  an  excellent  Officer,  and  was  in  ihe  en¬ 
gagement  of  M.  GalilToniere  :  he  is  my  nephew,  and, 
by  the  death  of  his  elder  brother,  is  become  the 
only  furvivor  of  his  family.  The  three  engage- 
mentsin  which  he  fought,  my  fervices,  and  his  good 
difpofition,  make  me  hope  that  you  will  confirm 
the  commiffion  of  Lieutenancy  which  I  have  granted 
him. 

Moft  of  the  other  Officers  have  been  wounded  ; 
M.  Gotho  has  had  a  contufion  on  his  head,  M.  Bau- 
dran  in  both  his  legs,  and  M.  Genlis  in  his  arm  and 
knee. 

The  Chevalier  d’Ache  has  had  his  hands  and  face 
burnt  $  M.  Greffigny,  Midfhipman,  was  wounded  in 
both  engagements ;  I  myfelf  received  a  wound  in 
the  laft,  which  took  up  fix  weeks  to  cure.  In  a 
word,  Monfeigneur ,  there  is  not  one  who  has  not  had 
his  fhare  of  fuffering  ;  which  gives  me  room  to  hope 
that,  in  confideration  of  the  wounds  of  all  my  Offi¬ 
cers,  the  toils  they  have  undergone,  and  the  hard- 
fhips  of  this  campaign,  you  will  reward  them  all 
fuitably  to  their  merit  ;  which  is  fo  much  the  grea¬ 
ter,  as  they  have  employed  their  mental,  as  well 
as  bodily  powers,  to  affift  me  in  all  my  operati¬ 
ons. 

M.  Gotho  is  entitled,  by  his  long  fervices,  to  the 
poft  of  Captain  ;  he  is  my  Captain,  and  an  excellent 
Officer,  capable  of  commanding,  and  difeharging 
with  dignity  every  fort  of  commiffion.  He  has  ren¬ 
dered  himfelf  remarkable  for  his  bravery,  and  has 
gained  universal  efteem. 

The  Chevalier  de  Monteil,  whom  I  promoted  to 
be  Captain  of  a  fhip  at  fetting  out  from  the  Hie  of 
France,  deferves,  in  every  refpeft,  that  you  Ihould 
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continue  him  in  that  poft  *  for  he  is  a  worthy  man 
and  endowed  with  every  talent  neceffary  for  his  pro' 
*emon,  and  is,  moreover,  remarkably  brave. 

M.  Baudran  has  talents,  and  has  given  proofs  of 

his  bravery,  and  therefore  deferves  the  fame  fa¬ 
vour. 

M.  Pommeraye  is  an  Officer  of  diftin&ion,  pof- 
felfed  of  infinite  talents;  he  would  be  a  great  acqui¬ 
sition  for  the  port .  fervice,  and  merits  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant,  for  he  is  very  brave. 

M.  Larchantel  is  a  very  expert  feaman,  was  with 
me  upon  the  quarter-deck  during  the  a&ion,  and 
proved  very  ferviceable, 

M_  Genlis  has  a  good  undemanding,  and  will 
make  an  excellent  officer:  lam  well  fatisfied  with 
his  conduct, 

M.  d’Ache  will  alfo  make  a  very  good  Officer ;  he 
is  brave,  and  of  a  mild  and  amiable  difpofition,  and, 
moreover,  he  is  my  nephew. 

M.  de  Senneville  promifes  well,  has  a  good  un¬ 
demanding,  and  a  pleafing  temper,  and  is  extremely 
brave ;  he  is  likewife  my  nephew. 

I  cannot  forbear  afking  the  fame  favours,  I  have 
requefled  for  my  Lieutenants,  to  be  bellowed  on  my 
iecond  Lieutenants,  to  whom  I  have  given  the 
brevet  of  Lieutenant,  as  well  as  that  of  fecond  Lieu¬ 
tenant  to  my  two  Midfhipmen,  Meffirs.  Greffigny 
and  Jolins,  who  are  young  men  of  excellent  difpofi- 
tions,  of  great  readinefs  and  underflanding ;  which 
qualifications  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  fpeak  in  their 
behalf.  Thefe  little  promotions  can  give  no  um¬ 
brage  to  any  one  ;  the  hardfhips  attending  an  expe¬ 
dition  in  this  part  of  the  world  are  extraordinary, 
and  fo  much  more  confiderable  than  thofe  which 
are  experienced  in  other  voyages,  that  it  would  dif- 
guft  any  officers  who  might  be  hereafter  wanted 
lor  fuch  expeditions,  if  fome  encouragement  were 
not  given.  I  hope,  therefore,  Monfeigneur ,  that  the 
fniall  number  of  promotions  I  have  made,  the  hard¬ 
fhips  of  the  flation,  and  the  difficulty  and  toils 
which  the  gentlemen,  for  whom  I  intercede,  have 
undergone  in  a  country  fo  remote  from  their  own. 
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will  have  fufficient  weight  with  you  to  grant  the 
juft  demands  which  I  have  the  honour  to  propofe. 

Permit  me  alfo  to  recommend  to  you  M,  Tremi- 
gon,  Lieutenant  of  the  fhips  belonging  to  the 
Company,  whom  I  have  taken  on  board  my  own 
fhip,  and  given  him  the  commiflion  of  a  Captain  of 
a  fire-fhip :  he  has  been  wounded  very  dangeroufly 
in  the  head,  and  has  been  near  lofing  one  of  his 

eves. 

* 

MefTrs.  Rigaudire,  and  Herbo,  Sub-Lieutenants 
to  the  Company,  who  have  alfo  been  on  board  my 
fhip,  have  performed  wonders  ;  it  is  reafonable  that 
they  fhould  reap  the  advantage  of  having  ferved  in 
one  of  his  Majefty’s  fhips.  I  have  given  each  of 
them  a  commiflion  of  Lieutenancy  for  a  frigate. 

I  cannot  find  words,  Monfeigneur ,  to  exprefs  how 
much  I  am  fatisfied  with  the  Captains  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.  They  are  brave,  attentive,  and  expert  tea¬ 
men. 

M.  de  la  Chaife  has  behaved  with  fo  much  valour 
and  zeal  in  the  adlion  of  the  3d  of  Auguft,  that  he 
has  entirely  removed  the  unfavourable  impreflions 
which  have  been  endeavoured  to  be  given  with  re- 
fpeft  to  him  ;  he  is,  on  many  accounts,  deferving  of 
your  favour,  and  that  of  the  Company. 

M.  Palliere  is,  without  doubt,  deferving  of  the 
fame,  for  he  has  a&ed  on  every  occafion  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  fkil!  and  preciuon  fuitable  to  the  valour  which 
he  has  difplayed. 

M.  Joannis  is  pofTeffed  of  fo  much  valour,  that 
it  attracted  my  notice,  in  the  engagement  of  the 
29th  of  April  ;  and  adds  to  this  quality  a  great 
fliare  of  capacity,  and  a  confumimte  experience. 
He  remained  fick  in  Pondicherry  when  we  left  ir 
and,  notwithftanding  his  good-will,  could  not  ihare 
in  the  deftiny  of  his  ibip. 

M.  Bouvet  has  diitinguifhed  himfelf  in  both 
actions,  but  more  particularly  in  the  la  ft.  1  have 
already  mentioned  the  fine  manoeuvre  he  execu¬ 
ted  ;  it  belongs  to  you,  Monfeigneur,  tojud^eof  h;s 
merit.  u 
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Equal  praifes  are  due  to  M.  de  Surville,  junior. 
I  find  in  him  every  quality  belonging  to  an  excel¬ 
lent  teaman  ;  he  has  acquired  infinite  honour  in  both 
engagements,  and  has  been  dangeroufly  wounded 
in  that  of  the  3d  of  Auguft. 

Mefirs.  Bee  de  Lievre  and  Rofbau  have  done 
more  than  could  have  been  expected  from  the 
weaknefs  of  their  veffels.  M.  iVlahi,  in  the  battle 
of  the  29th  of  April,  has  made  all  the  refinance  his 
frigate  would  allow  ;  he  advanced  with  the  utmoft 
readinefs,  and  held  out  as  long  as  it  was  poffible. 
He  is  a  very  good  Officer,  whom  I  have  charged 
with  feveral  cominiffions,  which  he  has  executed  to 
my  fatisfa&ion. 

M  Dufrene  Marion  was  employed  in  repeating 
mv  fignals.  I  have  tried  him  on  feveral  important 
occafions  ;  he  is  extremely  intelligent,  a  good  fea- 
man,  deictrOus  in  manoeuvring,  fit  tor  every  fervice, 
and  may  be  thoroughly  depended  upon. 

Thefe,  Monfeigneur ,  are  the  fentiments  I  entertain 
of  all  the  Captains  of  the  Company  ;  they  are  cer¬ 
tainly  all  deferving  of  particular  favour,  and  marks 
of  diftindtion  I  afk  for  them  as  a  juftice  due  to 
their  merit,  and  t©  myfelf,  under  whofe  command 
they  have  been. 

1  fhould  be  fenfiblv  affected,  Monfeigneur ,  if  you  did 
not  do  for  them  what  your  juftice,  and  the  goodnefs 
of  your  heart,  give  me  reafon  to  hope. 

M.  Fermand,  my  fecretary,  received  on  board  my 
fhip  a  mufquet-ihot,  which  broke  both  his  hands, 
one  of  which  is  entirely  ufelefs.  He  is  a  good  man, 
has  talents,  and  has  given  me  much  fatisfadtion  ; 
but  as  he  is  deftitute  of  fortune,  and  that  his  fupport 
is  his  prcfefiion,  which  is  his  only  refource,  I  flatter 
myfelf  that  you  will  not,  Monfeigneur ,  refufe  .to  pro¬ 
mote  him  to  a  fituation  that  may  fecure  him  from 
want.  His  talents  are  well  adapted  for  the  office  of 
Engineer  in  the  navy. 

1  had  the  honour  to  remark  to  you,  that  the  day 
after  my  fecond  engagement  I  arrived  at  Pondicher¬ 
ry,  and  moored  immediately,  in  order  to  put  my 
J  y  fhips 
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Hups  in  fome  ftate  or  other  of  defence,  in  cafe  of 
another  attack, 

I  acquainted  the  Council  of  State,  at  the  fame 
time,  of  the  condition  of  the  King’s  fleet,  and  that 
it  wanted  men,  provifions,  rigging,  &c. ;  and  1  de¬ 
manded  mads,  yards,  and,  in  general,  every  thing. 

The  anfwer  1  received  was,  as  ufual,  that  they  had 
nothing,  but  that  they  would,  notwithftanding,  ufe 
their  utmoft  endeavours  to  fupp-ly  me  with  fome  of 
the  things  I  wanted.  Accordingly,  I  gave  orders  to 
all  the  fliips  to  refit  with  all  fpeed,  and  to  think  of 
nothing  but  preparing  for  fea. 

The  abfolute  fcarcity  they  were  in  at  Pondicherrv, 
both  as  to  provifions  and  other  articles  that  concern 
the  navy,  was  fo  great,  that  at  the  end  of  a  week  we 
were  no  more  advanced  than  at  firft. 

The  enemy  were  to  windward,  and  conflantly 
alarming  us ;  my  fituation  was  cruel,  and  I  could  not 
remedy  it. 

I  learned,  a  little  time  after,  that  an  Englifh  fri¬ 
gate  had  taken  the  Rubis,  a  brig  that  had  been  dif- 
patched  from  the  Ifle  of  France.  The  Captain  of  her, 
thinking  to  find  an  afylum  for  his  fhip  in  the  road  of 
Negapatnam,  flood  within  cannon-fhot  of  the  place  ; 
but  the  Dutch,  either  through  fear  of  the  enemy, 
who  lay  near  them,  or  through  ill-will  to  us,  fuffered 
the  fhip  to  be  taken,  without  offering  to  give  her  the 
leaft  afliflance,  although  the  Captain  fummoned  them 
to  it. 

1  confidered  this  conduct  of  the  Dutch,  as  an  in- 
fult  upon  the  country,  and  as  a  breach  of  the  law  of 
nations,  for  which  there  was  no  other  way  to  chaflize 
them  but  to  make  reprifals. 

A  few  days  after,  an  opportunity  offered.  One  of 
their  veflels  from  Batavia  came  ta  anchor  to  the 
windward  of  Pondicherry,  perhaps  with  a  view  to 
examine  us.  I  ordered  her  to  be  leized  immediately 
and  put  her  into  the  hands  of  the  Superior  Council 
to  pals  fentence  upon  her. 

Being  informed  by  M.  Dujardin,  who  commanded 
thejRtffc*,  that  the  Centaure  was  fitting  out  in  the  Tile 
of  France,  when  he  departed  from  thence,  l  dif- 

®  2  patched 
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patched  the  Sy  Ip  hide  to  cruize  about  Ceylon,  and 
acquaint  the  Captain  of  the  Centaure ,  if  me  fhould 
arrive  there,  of  the  meafures  he  was  to  take  to  join 
the  fleet  with  fafety. 

During  this  time  I  did  not  ceafe  foliating  to  have 
the  fleet  victualled  ;  but  the  quantity  of  provilions 
they  fent  us  was  fo  fmall,  that  I  did  not  yet  know 
what  I  was  to  depend  upon.  Soon  after  this,  the 
arrival  of  M.  de  Lally  from  Tanjour  increafed  my 
embarraflment.  It  was  propofed  to  me  to  fet  fail 
again,  with  a  reinforcement  of  150  men,  to  go  in 
fearch  of  the  enemy,  and  endeavour  to  drive  them 
trom  their  cruize  about  Negapatnam.  However  un- 
fcafonable  thefe  propofals  were,  yet  I  thought  my- 
felf  obliged  to  anfwer  them  I  therefore  obferved 
to  the  Council,  that  I  was  more  in  want  of  fhips 
than  of  men  ;  that  not  having  hitherto  been  able  to 
get  the  weather-gage  in  any  engagement,  I  mull  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  in  the  fame  predicament  whenever  I  be¬ 
gan  an  action,  though  it  be  giving  the  enemy  a  great 
advantage  to  attack  them  to  leeward.  I  likewife 
reprefented  the  bad  ftate  of  my  own  Hup  :  that  her 
mails  were  almoll  unfit  tor  future  fervice,  her  (lar¬ 
board  fide  quite  cut  to  pieces,  and  the  impofiibility 
there  would  be  of  putting  her  out  to  fea  again,  if 
(Ire  were  expofed  to  a  third  action.  I  alfo  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Council  the  great  trouble  we  had  hitherto 
had  in  repairing  even  a  part  of  the  mod  confiderable 
damages  we  had  fuflained.  Befides,  iuppoie  I  had 
driven  away  the  enemy,  I  could  reap  no  advantage 
from  this  ;  fo  far  from  it,  that  I  fhould  be  under  the 
neceflity  of  burning  half  the  fleet,  to  conduct  the 
other  half  home  for  want  of  Tailors,  which  failed  us 
entirely,  and  for  want  of  rigging  to  repair  our  da- 
mages.  The  mod  that  could  be  done  at  this  pre¬ 
fen  t  time,  was  to  amend  our  mads  and  yards  ;  and 
even  when  that  was  finifhed,  what  kind  of  fituation 
fhould  we  be  in  ?  Moreover,  fuppole  I  was  beaten, 
as  in  all  probability  1  fhould  be,  what  was  then  to 
become  of  us  ?  The  fleet  would  be  lod  without  re- 
fource,  and  confequently  India  likewife.  But,  on 
the  contrary,  if  I  returned  to  the  We  oi  France,  I 

(hould 
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mould  be  in  the  way  of  receiving  fuccour,  which 
might  be  fent  to  me  from  Europe — of  refitting  my 
iliips-7— of  appearing  again  on  the  coaft  early  in  the 
ieafon— and,  perhaps,  of  fighting  the  enemy  with 
advantage. 

M.  de  Lally  did  not,  or  at  lead  would  not,  com¬ 
prehend  thefe  reafons,  however  weighty  and  con¬ 
vincing  they  were  ;  he  did  not  even  fcruple  to  fay, 
that  I  abandoned  him.  Moreover,  the  people  mur¬ 
mured,  and  began  to  charge  me  with  their  misfor¬ 
tunes  ;  and  faid  my  departure  would  be  a  difgrace 
to  the  nation.  During  this  time  they  refufed  to  fend 

me  provifions,  even  fuch  as  were  neceilary  for  our 
daily  fubfiftence. 

.  ^  confidered  all  thefe  ill  treatments,  and  other  fub~ 
lequent  proceedings,  rather  as  the  effefts  of  animo- 
fity  on  one  fide,  and  weaknefs  on  the  other,  than  as 
counfels  1  could  make  any  ufe  of.  1  difTembled,  how- 
!ver\  to  prevent  an  eclat,  but  I  remained  always 
tirm  in  -the  refolution  I  had  taken,  being  convinced 
that  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  State.  I  affcmbled 
my  Captains,  who  all  agreed  about  the  danger  of 
remaining  on  the  coaft,  confidering  the  bad  ftare  of 
their  ftiips,  which  would  not  perhaps  be  able  to 
reacn  the  Ifie  of  France,  it  we  tarried  much  longer. 
Behdes,  we  could  be  of  no  further  fervice  there  ;  for 
the  enemy  being  to  windward,  and  we  in  no  condi¬ 
tion  to  wait  for  them,  we  were  ftaying  to  no  purpofe 
except  that  of  exposing  ourfelves  to  the  dancers 
which  threatened  us  on  all  fides.  I  fent  M.  de  Lally 
therefult  of  our  deliberations,  and  gave  orders,  at 
the  fame  time,  ,or  the  fleet  to  prepare  for  failing. 
Accordingly,  the  fhips  being  repaired  in  the  be* 
manner  we  were  able,  1  fet  fail  from  Pondicherry  on 
the  3d  of  September,  and  at  the  fame  time  I  ‘de¬ 
tached  the  Sylphide ,  which  had  returned  a  little  be- 
^ore,  and  fent  her  to  cruife  again  about  Ceylon  till 
the  2 2d  of  the  month,  that  I  might  have  nothing  to 
reproach  myfelf  with,  in  cafe  any  vefTels  fliould  ar¬ 
rive  to  join  us,  which  I  could  not  however  forefee 
I  hen,  continuing  my  courfe,  I  eroded  the  Line  the' 
17th,  and,  leaving  thofe  vefTels  behind  which  might 

®  3  retard 
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retard  me,  I  failed  with  fo  much  expedition,  that  I 
anchored  at  the  Jfte  of  France  on  the  i  3th  of  October, 
after  meeting  with  feveral  difficulties,  calms,  and 
florms  in  my  way. 

On  feeing  a  King’s  floop  in  the  road,  I  flattered 
myfelf  that  I  was  to  be  relieved  ;  but,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  flie  brought  me  an  order  from  the  King  to  re¬ 
turn  to  India.  I  fhall  obey  the  order,  and  you  may 
a  flu  re  his  Majefty,  that  I  fhall  do  my  duty  there  ; 
but,  Monfeigneur,  I  am  in  the  mofc  diftrefled  fitu- 
ation,  and  fo  are  all  the  Captains,  Officers,  and 
crews  ot  the  fleet,  Our  fhips  are  all  fhattered,  and, 
inllead  ol  the  refources  we  came  here  in  fearch  of, 
we  meet  with  nothing  but  miferies  of  all  kinds. 

We  are  in  want  of  every  thing,  even  our  men  will 
fail,  how  then  fhall  we  be  able  to  fight  ?  I  left  India 
becaufe  I  could  get  no  fupply  there  ;  and  upon  my 
arrival  here  I  am  It  1 1 1  more  embarrafled. 

In  a  word,  Monjeigneur ,  fo  great  is  our  diflrefs, 
that  we  are  obliged  to  lend  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  one  of  the  King’s  flups,  and  eleven  others  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Company,  under  the  command  of 
M.  Ruis,  to  get  our  fubfifience  from  thence,  and 
every  thing  elfe  in  general,  that  can  be  had  there* 
This  is  the  only  refource  we  have,  and  this  is  an 
exadl  account  of  our  fituation.  My  good-will  fhall 
always  continue  the  fame,  and  I  wifh  my^  ftrength 
may  be  anfwerame  to  it. 

We  are  now  difpatehing  the  Fidelle  to  carry  a  mil¬ 
lion  of  livres  *  to  Pondicherry.  This  relief  will  give 
great  fatisfatbon,  I  believe  to  M.  de  Lally,  for  I 
know  how  much  he  mufl  be  in  want  of  it  at  prefent. 

You  could  not  do  me  a  greater  pleafure„  Monfeig¬ 
neur,  than  to  fend  M.  de  l’Aiguille  here.  He  has  al¬ 
ways  been  my  friend,  and  you  know  his  talents  and 
merit.  I  fhall  do  all  I  can  to  avail  myfelf  of  his 
knowledge  ;  but,  Monfeigneur ,  a  General  Officer  of  his 
ft  amp  is  not  in  the  fituation  he  deferves,  when  he  is 
fecond  in  command.  He  was  more  fit  than  any  other 
perfon  for  conducing  this  expedition.  I  am  alfo  de¬ 
lighted  to  have  Meffieurs  de  Ruis  and  Beauchene  : 

♦  Between  forty  and  fifty  tho  fand  pounds. 
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one  may  expedt  to  do  fomething  to  the  purpofe  with 
fuch  Officers. 

All  I  can  allure  you  of,  Monfeigneur ,  is,  that  fince 
the  King  commands  me  to  return  to  India,  I  will 
obey,  and  facrifice  my  life  in  his  fervice  :  the  only 
thing  I  expedl  from  his  goodnefs  is,  that,  in  cafe  I 
‘Ihould  be  killed,  or  fiiould  fall  a  victim  to  the  hard¬ 
ships  of  fo  laborious  a  campaign  as  this  is,  he  will 
not  abandon  Ma  lame  d’Ache,  who  has  fold  all  her 
property  to  fupport  me  ;  and  whom  I  fhould  leave  in 
a  moll  deplorable  iituation. 

An  exafl  relation  of  the  two  engagements  between  the 
Englijh  fleet  and  that  of  the  King,  commanded  by 
Count  A  Ache  ;  the  flrfly  in  fight  of  Fort  St  Danjid 
and  Pondicherry ,  April  29  ;  the  fecondy  in  fight  of 
Kegapatnam  and  Car  leal le,  Augufl  3,  1758. 

BEING  arrived  at  Mauritius  the  17th  of  De¬ 
cember  1757,  and  having  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  nine 
fhips  and  two  frigates,  we  left  that  ifland  the  27th 
of  January,  to  proceed  to  the  coafl  of  Coromandel, 
carrying  with  us  all  the  troops  and  warlike  Bores 
deftined  for  India.  The  monfoons  being  againft  us, 
we  were  obliged  to  take  the  long  courfe  ;  for  the 
colony  was  dellitute  of  every  thing,  and  confequently 
unable  to  fupport  the  iliip’s  crew,  and  the  foldiers 
that  were  to  be  l^pided,  till  the  ufual  and  proper 
feafon  for  their  departure. 

The  winds,  in  fadl,  were  very  contrary  till  the  3d 
of  April.  On  the  17th  of  the  fame  month  we  palled 
the  equator,  after  a  mod  troublefome  navigation,, 
and  the  22d  we  difeovered  the  ifland  of  Ceylon, 
from  whence  the  General  diipatched  the  Dihgente 
towards  Caricalle  for  an  interpreter,  while  the  fleet, 
following  the  frigate,  advanced  alio  towards  that 
fadlory .  We  reckoned  that  we  fhould  get  certain 
intelligence  there  of  the  portion  of  the  Englifh  fleet, 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel.  But  all  we  learnt  was, 
the  junction  of  the  five  veffels  of  M,  Stevens,  with 
thofe  which  came  from  the  Ganges,  commanded  by 

O  4  Vice 
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Vice  Admiral  Pocock,  who  had  failed  from  Madrafs 
on  the  17th  of  April,  with  warlike  (lores  and  am¬ 
munition  on  board,  leaving  two  frigates  to  cruife 
qefore  Fort  St.  David. 

On  the  27th  in  the  evening  we  fet  fail  from  Cari- 
calle,  regulating  our  failing  in  luch  a  manner,  that 
we  might  be  in  a  line  before  Goudelour  at  fun-rife. 
Here  we  difcovered  the  two  Englifh  frigates,  which, 
although  under  fail,  yet  as  they  lay  between  us  and 
the  land,  they  thought  of  nothing  but  to  fhelter 
themfelves  under  Fort  St  David  ;  but,  being  clofely 
purfued  they  Were  obliged  to  run  afhore,  and  the 
crew  fet  frre  to  them,  without  giving  us  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  fighting  them  This  firft  exploit,  together 
with  the  appearance  of  our  forces,  feemed  to  tlrike 
terror  into  the  Engliffi.  The  two  Generals  haftened 
to  avail  themfelves  of  this  confternation.  M.  de 
Lally,  impatient  to  attack  Fort  St.  David,  defired  to 
be  fent  afhore,  while  the  fleet  continued  keeping 
clofe  to  the  wind,  in  order  to  preferve  the  advantage 
of  its  pofition  ;  and  to  contribute  more  effectually 
to  the  enterprize,  the  fleet  was  ordered  to  anchor 
before  Goudelour,  M.  de  Lally  having  taking  upon 
himfelf  to  give  (Irict  orders  to  fupply  the  fleet 
with  f re fh  provifions,  to  enable  them  to  continue  a 
cruife  of  fo  much  importance.  In  the  mean  while 
Count  d’Ache  detached  the  Comte  de  Provence  and 
the  Diligente  to  convoy  the  General  of  the  land  fer- 
vice,  and  his  principal  Office to  the  road  ot  Pon¬ 
dicherry. 

While  this  difembarkation  was  going  forward--af- 
ter  which  we  expe&ed  that  the  {hips  would  join  us 
foon  again,  they  being  neceflary  (or  the  fleet —  we 
ply’d  to  windward,  in  order  to  anchor  before  the 
Englifh  fort,  and  difpofed  our  fhips  in  the  moil  con¬ 
venient  manner  to  extend  the  blockade. 

The  day  after,  the  29th  of  April,  we  heard  the 
enemy’s  cannon  firing  at  the  attack  of  their  advanced 
pods,  towards  which  our  troops  were  already  march¬ 
ing  to  inveft  the  place.  Count  d’Ache  being  equady 
folicitous  about  the  fuccefs  of  the  fiege,  and  deli- 
rous  to  cut  off  all  communication  by  fea,  ordered 
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tne  Sylphide  to  fct  fail,  that  fhe  might  anchor  to  wind¬ 
ward  in  the  river  of  Goudelour,  and  might  by  this 
means  intercept  all  fuccours  coming  to  the  belie/ed, 
and  hinder  them  from  conveying  their  effects  om  of 
the  faflory.  While  /Tie  was  preparing  to  execute  (his 
order,  fhe  difeovered  nine  veffels,  and  made  a  fignal 
accordingly.  The  General  immediately  gave  orders 
to  prepare  for  avStion,  and  we  ourfelves  having  loon 
difeerned  the  fhips  in  full  fail,  bearing  down  upon 
t's  in  good  order,  a  fignal  was  made  to  flip  the  ca¬ 
bles,  and  form  ourfelves  in  a  line  of  battle,  failing 
on  the  ftarboard  tack.  ° 

While  the  fhips  were  thus  fucceftively  arranging 
themfeives,  and  that  we  were  manoeuvring  to  rally 
fome  that  were  to  leeward,  a  fignal  was  made  to 
tne  Comte  de  Provence  and  the  Dihgente  to  advance  ; 
and5  left  thofe  ftiips,  which  were  fo  eflentially  nc- 
ceftary  to  ftreng'hen  the  fleet,  fliould  fail  to  come, 
Count  d  Ache  fent  a  boat,  with  orders  to  them  to 
cut  their  cables,  and  croud  all  their  fails  to  join  the 
beet  immediately,  which  he  was  leading  on  to  the 
enemy  ;  while  he  himfelt  took  care  not  to  keep  too 
near  the  wind,  that  he  might  facilitate  the  junaion 
or  thefe  two  veffels,  winch  were  anchored  in  fight 
Afterwards,  to  prevent  the  Englifli  from  fending  any 
fuccours  to  Fort  St.  David,  we  failed  dole  to  the 

wind,  to  intercept  them,  or  force  them  to  an  en¬ 
gagement. 

This  was  the  manner  in  which  we  faced  the  ene¬ 
my.  The  Bien-aiml,  Vengeur,  Condt,  and  Orleans 
compofed  the  van  ;  and  the  Si.  Louis,  Moras,  with  the 
U«c  de  Bourgogne,  formed  the  rear.  Between  thefe 
the  Sylpnide  was  pul,  to  occupy  the  place  of  the  chief 
:lnp  ot  the  divifion,  which  was  espefled  every  mo¬ 
ment,  and  fhe  ftation  ot  which  we  had  been  obliged 
to  change  by  putting  the  rear  in  the  place  of  the 
van,  with  refpeft  to  the  potition  of  the  Comte  de 
.rovence,  which  was  to  come  and  join  us  in  the  rear 
Uur  courfe  was  eaftward,  and  the  wind  foutherlv 
,  lhe,  Englitb  were  alfo  forming  their  line  and 
feemed  at  firft  to  place  their  frigates  in  it  They 

nfall  ?  U  parallel  to  ours,  and  bore  down  upon 
US  all  together,  without  leflening  their  fails;  this 
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made  usliefitate  to  wear  all  at  once,  more  efpecially 
as  the  Due  cC Orleans  was  not  yet  come  up  ;  but  fhe 
joined  us  a  little  time  after,  and,  as  we  perceived 
that  the  Engiifh  failed  clofer  to  the  wind,  and  took 
down  fome  of  their  fails,  fo  that  we  might  fuppofe 
they  meant  to  wear  of  a  fudden,  to  anchor  to  the 
windward  of  Fort  St  David,  the  General  made  a 
fignal  to  chafe  in  order  of  battle. 

At  noon  the  Engiifh  Admiral  hoifted  his  flag, 
and  gave  the  fignal  of  it.  We  did  the  fame  imme¬ 
diately,  and  fired  a  fhot  ;  and  as  they  bore  down  up¬ 
on  us  to  run  along  our  line,  we  kept  clofe  to  the 
wind,  in  order  to  obferve'  the  enemy’s  motions,  and 
we  faw  they  regulated  their  difpofitions  by  our’s,  and 
made  one  of  the  fhips  of  their  rear  come  into  the 
front,  to  equal  the  forces  we  had  prefented  to  them. 

We  foon  perceived  the  Engiifh  Admiral  was  de¬ 
termined  to  fight  ;  and  therefore,  toanfwerhim,  and 
to  engage  the  adlion  at  a  proper  diflance  from  the 
land  to  give  the  Comte  de  Provence  the  opportunity 
of  joining  us,  a  fignal  was  made  for  the  rear  to  haul 
down  fome  of  their  fails,  and  we  waited  for  the  ene¬ 
my  under  our  two  topfails.  At  two  o’clock  we 
were  very  near  each  other  ;  the  French  line  was  well 
formed,  and  fo  clofe,  that,  by  way  of  precaution,  a 
fignal  was  made  to  open  it  a  little  more  ;  the  ene¬ 
my’s  line  being  not  fo  clofe,  and  yet  as  much  ex¬ 
tended,  and  ranged  in  the  following  order.  The 
Engiifh  Admiral,  bearing  a  white  flag  with  a  red 
crofs  at  his  foremaft,  had  three  large  fhips  and  a  fri¬ 
gate  in  front;  and  three  other  large  fhips,  with  a 
Tecond  frigate,  which  repeated  his  fignals,  formed 
his  rear. 

At  a  quarter  after  two,  the  enemy  bore  down  to 
engage.  Count  d’Ache  made  a  fignal  to  prepare  for 
the  fight,  and  marked  out  the  inftant  in  which  all 
hands  were  to  be  at  their  refpe&ive  flations.  We 
began  to  point  our  cannon,  and  each  Officer  was 
only  intent  upon  obferving  the  Commander,  in  the 
following  difpofition. 

Captain  Gotho  at  the  forf-caftle,  with  Meflrs. 
Ponmieraye  and  d’Herce. 

The 


APPENDIX.  299 

The  Chevalier  de  Monteil,  Major  of  the  fleet,  with 
the  General,  having  MefTrs.  de  Sarchante.l  and  $en- 
nevilie  to  command  the  Marines,  and  affift  in  exe¬ 
cuting  the  fignals. 

MefTrs.  Baudran,  Senneville,  d’Ache,  the  Cheva* 
lier  du  Pouette,  Grefligny,  and  le  Minthier,  were  at; 
the  upper  battery. 

MefTrs.  du  Duffay,  DuplefTis,  Pafcau,  the  Cheva¬ 
lier  de  Genlis,  and  Genflin  at  the  fecond  battery. 

The  Chevalier  de  BlofTac,  de  la  Bourdonnaye,  the 
Chevalier  de  Beaudras,  and  Gui,  a  volunteer,  were 
at  the  poop. 

All  the  iliips  being  ranged  in  perfe<5t  order,  they 
haled  from  (hip  to  fliip,  to  the  firft  of  the  van,  to 
have  a  look  out  for  the  Due  de  Bourgogne ,  in  order 
to  facilitate  her  following  us,  and  being  always  in 
our  wake. 

From  the  attention  which  all  the  Captains  fhewed 
in  the  execution  of  their  different  movements,  one 
could  not  but  prefage  a  happy  ifTue.  Count  d’Ache, 
delighted  with  the  ardour  of  his  men,  who  cried 
out,  from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other,  Five  le 
Roi,  and  feeing  his  van  within  reach  of  the  enemy, 
ordered  a  fignal  to  be  made  for  the  attack.  At  that 
inftant  the  Bien-aimt  poured  her  broadfide  into  the 
foremaft  fliip  of  the  enemy,  and  all  the  other  *fliips 
fucceflively  difeharged  their  fire  in  the  fame  manner. 
The  Englifh  Admiral  returned  the  fire,  Bill  ad¬ 
vancing  towards  us,  followed  by  his  two  feconds 
and  approached  our  center  divifion  with  a  great  deal 
•of  refolution. 

Although  the  firing  was  very  brifk,  and  that  thefe 
two  fhips  directed  their  courfe  almoft  conftantly  to¬ 
wards  the  Zodiaque ,  neverthelefs  we  obliged  them 
foon  to  brace  their  fails  aback,  while  we  hauled  the 
mizen  fheet  clofe  aft,  to  fire  without  intermiflion  at 
the  headmoft  of  the  feconds,  which  the  Due  de  Or¬ 
leans  was  clofely  engaged  with.  The  St.  Louis  gave 
an  excellent  reception  to  the  Englifh  Commander  in 
his  turn,  when,  quitting  us,  he  came  within  her 
reach,.  The  Vengeur  feemed  foon  to  have  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  her  adverfary,  which  failed  as  near  the 
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wind  as  pofiible,  and  ufed  every  effort  to  get  away, 
particularly  to  avoid  the  Conde ,  which  endeavoured 
to  bear  upon  her.  The  Moras  alfo  attacked  the 
foremolt  of  the  Englifh  rear  very  vigoroufiy.  While 
thefe  things  were  palling  in  our  front  and  center, 
we  were  much  furprized  to  fee  the  Due  de  Bourgog - 
ney  commanded  by  M.  d’Apret,  get  out  of  the 
line,  and  the  Sylphide ,  which  fhe  difturbed  by  this 
movement,  was  obliged  likewife  to  give  way,  to  the 
fire  of  a  diip  of  the  firft  rate. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Englifh  Admiral,  always 
intent  upon  fighting  the  Zodiaquey  had  quitted  the 
line  to  approach  within  piftol-fhot  $  and  while  we 
were  anfwering  his  fire  with  great  vivacity,  his  rear 
was  attacking  the  St.  Louis  and  Moras  to  advantage, 
they  being  left  alone  by  the  defertion  of  the  Due  de 
• 

ad  fhips  were  obliged  to  make  fail,  in  order 
to  keep  oppofite  to  the  Englifh,  and  we^e  fulh- 
ciently  advanced  to  have  room  enough  to  wear  be¬ 
tween  the  firft  and  fecond  fhip  of  the  Englifh  line  ; 
our  General  immediately  made  the  fignal  tor  them 
to  do  this,  in  order  that  they  might  put  the  rear  of 
the  Englifh  between  two  fires,  as  they  perfifted  in 
attacking  our  rear  fo  clofely,  as  even  not  to  take 
any  notice  of  the  diftance  from  their  van. 

Unfortunately  for  us,  we  had  no  frigate  to  repeat 
our  fignals  ;  and  the  fmoke,  as  it  happens  too  often, 
hindered  M.  Palliere  from  obferving  the  fignal.  We 
haled  as  loud  as  poffible  to  the  next  veflel,  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  pals  the  orders  from  drip  to  diip  ;  but  to 
no  purpofe.  The  Vengeur  crowded  fail  to  come  to  a 
dole  attack,  the  Bien-aimey  within  piftoEdiot,  kept 
a  conftant  fire  ;  but  received  a  number  of  diots  in 
her  rigging.  A  little  time  after,  we  took  down 
the  fignal,  feeing  the  greatest  part  of  our  drips  had 
fufFered  too  much  in  their  rigging  to  wear  the 
wind  ahead  ;  but  it  was  thought  proper  that  we 
dhould  wear  all  together  the  wind  aftern,  as  fooh  as 
a  favourable  pofition  offered  ;  for  the  enemy’s  {hips, 
bearing  down  upon  our  rear,  were  driving  confi- 
derably  to  leeward,  which  expofed  their  rear  to  be 
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cut  off ;  without  reckoning  that  it  was  our  advan„ 
tage  to  come  nearer  to  the  coaft,  which  it  was  of  fo 
much  confequence  not  to  lofe  fight  of.  At  this  time 
the  Due  de  Bourgogne,  running  along  our  line,  fired, 
without  knowing  it,  feveral  fhot  into  our  fhip,  and 
we  in  vain  made  a  fignal  to  bring  her  to  order. 
The  Sylphide,  which  (food  to  leeward,  fired  with 
more  attention  at  certain  intervals,  and  advanced 
towards  our  van,  where  the  Bien-aime  and  the 
Vengeur  had  difabled  their  adverfaries,  and  driven 
them  with  confiderable  advantage.  About  four 
o’clock  the  Moras  was  obliged  to  quit  the  line, 
having  received  a  great  quantity  of  fhot  between 
wind  and  water;  and  from  that  time,  all  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  enemy  were  directed  to  the  center  di- 
vifion. 

The  fight  now  became  more  animated  on  both 
iides ;  and  we  perceived  the  Comte  de  Provence  and 
the  Diligente  exerting  all  their  efforts  to  come  into 
their  Rations  ;  and  whether  it  were  that  this  rein¬ 
forcement  was  the  warrant  of  the  vidtory,  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  fire  of  the  Due  d'Orleans ,  the  Zodiaque, 
and  the  St.  Louis ,  was  never  better  fupported.  The 
Admiral  foon  gave  way ;  and,  we  found  ourfelves 
under  the  ftern  of  the  Due  d'Orleatis ,  we  were  ob¬ 
liged  to  pafs  before  him,  to  avoid  the  latter.  But 
immediately  hauling  our  mizen  fheet  clofe  aft  again, 
we  came  to  the  pofition  that  fuited  us  bell ;  the  St. 
Louis  having  by  this  means,  a  fhip  more  than  Ihe  had 
to  aflift  her. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  firing  continued  inceflant- 
ly,  and  ours  was  fuch,  that  the  Englifh  Admiral  was 
obliged  to  retreat  a  third  time.  As  he  fuffered  him- 
felf  to  fall  to  leeward,  he  came  oppofite  to  the  Due 
<L Orleans,  who  fought  him  with  vigour,  and  falling 
again  within  reach  of  the  St .  Louis,  M.  Joannis  fired 
feveral  broadfides  at  him  within  the  range  of  point 
blank  fhot;  after  which  he  remained  to  leeward 
with  his  fails  fhattered.  The  other  Englifh  ihips 
followed  his  example,  bracing  aback  to  lie  to:  this 
caufed  a  confiderable  fpace  between  the  center  and 
the  front  of  the  enemy. 
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The  Vengeur  then  crowded  all  her  fails  to  cut  ofr 
the  fhip  which  the  Bien-aime  kept  under  her  fire 
againft  her  will ;  the  Sylphide ,  with  a  great  deal  of 
ardour,  followed,  and  kept  clofe  to  the  wind,  in 
order  to  be  in  a  fituation  to  reach  the  enemy  with 
her  cannon.  The  Comte  de  Provence  was  upon  the 
point  of  being  enabled  to  bear  down  the  wind 
a-head,  and  with  her  tack  to  get  into  the  center 
of  our  line,  into  which  the  Diligente  was  almoft 
rallied,  and  began  already  to  repeat  our  fignals. 

As  the  rear  of  the  enemy  remained  in  the  lame 
pofition,  and  our  veflels  were  far  advanced,  it  might 
fee  eafily  cut  off  on  the  other  tack  ;  the  manner  of 
doing  this  was  to  veer  quickly  all  together,  failing 
on  the  larboard  tack.  Count  d’Ache  being  of  this 
opinion,  we  loft  no  time  in  wearing,  fo  as  to  bring 
the  wind  on  the  other  fide  of  the  fhip,  moft  of  our 
veflels  not  being  able  to  bear  down  the  wind  ahead  ; 
the  fignal  was  therefore  made  for  wearing  the  wind 
aftern  ;  to  which  we  added  that  of  the  order  of 
battle,  failing  on  the  larboard  tack,  that  our  ihips 
might  better  comprehend  the  reafon  of  our  ma¬ 
noeuvre.  „  ,  _ 

The  Englifh  Admiral  foon  underftood  what  we 

were  about,  or  at  leaft  he  made  a  fignal  very  quickly 
to  all  his  fhips,  to  keep  clofe  to  the  wind  ;  and  he 
himfelf,  who  was  the  headmoft  of  the  four  fhips, 
and  moft  to  leeward,  alfo  hauled  all  his  courfes  and 
top-gallant  fails,  and  ufed  every  method  he  could 
to  bring  up  his  van,  that  he  might  extricate  his  rear 
from  the  critical  fituation  it  was  in,  about  five  in 
the  evening.  But  all  the  efforts  he  could  make 
to  get  the  wind  of  our  rear  were  unavailing  ;  for 
our  van,  quitting  the  two . Englifh  ftips,  that  were 
fhattered,  and  utterly  unrigged,  might  always  have 
doubled  upon  M.  Pocock  to  windward,  which  was 
the  principal  object,  and  the  caufe  of  the  movement 

propofed.  .  , 

The  Moras  being  along  fide  of  us  to  leeward,  we 

haled  her  to  give  usfea  room  to  wear,  and  bring  the 
wind  on  the  other  fide  of  the  fhip ;  being  very  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  St,  Louis,  the  Due  ^Orleans,  and  all  the 

other 
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Other  fhips,  would  fucceffively  do  the  fame,  as  they 
probably  waited  only  for  our  manoeuvre.  I  he  move* 
ment  was  accordingly  begun.  In  the  mean  while, 
the  wind  being  aftern,  Count  d’Ache  thought  it  more 
advifeable  to  advance  towards  the  Comte  de  Provence  ; 
which  miftaking,  unfortunately,  our  manoeuvre,  haul¬ 
ed  up  her  main-fail  ;  but  fhe  immediately  unfurled 
it  again  when  fhe  underftood  our  defign,  and  came 
to  us  with  all  the  fail  fhe  could  crowd. 

The  St.  Louis  haled  us  during  thefe  tranfa&ions  ; 
and  while  the  rear  of  the  enemy  was  almoft  in  our 
wake,  and  our  van  far  advanced,  M.  de  Joannis 
called  out  to  the  General,  that  he  was  ready  to  fol¬ 
low  to  begin  the  aftion  again.  M.  de  Surville  began 
firft  to  fail  on  the  larboard  tack,  and  we  all  thought 
to  form  our  line  with  the  Due  d  Orleans ,  now  become 
cur  head  {hip,  1  eaving  the  Comte  de  Provence ,  with 
her  divifion,  to  clofe  the  line  to  leeward,  as  loon  as 
we  Ihould  have  got  clofe  together,  while  our  van 
was  to  keep  dole  to  the  wind,  to  put  the  rear  of 
the  enemy  between  their  fire  and  our  s. 

However  this  may  be,  while  the  fquadron  was 
making  a  little  circuit  in  forming,  the  enemy,  re¬ 
covered  from  their  firft  confufion,  rallied,  keeping 
clofe  to  the  wind  upon  the  oppofite  tack  to  ours  ; 
and  unfortunately,  night  coming  on,  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  to  get  fufficiemly  to  windward  to  renew  the 
action. 

Before  night  came  on,  the  Englifh  tacked  about, 
rather,  as  it  fhould  feem,  with  a  view  to  keep  the 
wind,  than  to  venture  another  engagement ;  for,  to¬ 
wards  evening,  Count  d’Ache  commanded  all  his 
lights  of  orders  to  be  put  out,  and  each  veflel  to  light 
her  poop  lantern ;  while  the  Englifh  fhewed  no 
'lights,  left  we  fhould  difeover  their  manoeuvres. 
We  obferved  the  fails  and  rigging  of  the  Englifh 
to  be  much  ihattered  ;  and  the  two  fhips  of  the  van, 
which  had  been  engaged  by  the  V engeur  and  the  Bien - 
aimzy  to  be  entirely  difabled.  One  of  them  had  her 
mizen  top-fail  mail:  quite  down ;  and  the  other,  her 
little  top-gallant  maft.  One  of  thefe  vefTels,  .in  par¬ 
ticular*  was  carried  to  fuch  a  diftance  during  the 
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aftion,  that  coming  up,  as  we  did,  after  the  affion 
.me  palled  to  windward  of  the  Englifh  line,  and  lay- 
to  to  repair  her  damages, 

The  Zodiaque,  which  had  fuffered  rhe  moft  of  our 
imps,  was  foon  in  a  fcate  to  trim  ail  her  fails,  and 
while  all  hands  were  at  work  in  repairing  their  rig¬ 
ging,  the  fquadron  being  formed  on  the  (larboard 
tack.  Count  d’Ach6  ordered  the  Diligent e  to  fail 
along  the  line,  and  give  notice  to  the  (hips,  that  he 
intended  to  engage  a  fecond  time.  The ‘junction  of 
the  Comte  de  Provence  and  the  Diligente  did  in  fad 
promile  us  the  greateft  advantages  ;  bu*  the  Englifh 
leemed  to  have  no  fuch  intention  •  they  remained 
mailers  of  ttie  wind,  and  continued  to  keep  as  clofe 
to  it  as  pofiible,  endeavouring  to  conceal  their  ma¬ 
noeuvres  from  us. 

.  General  thought  of  nothing  elfe  the  whole 
inght,  but  to  ply  to  windward,  or  to  anchor  on  the 
coaft,  if  the  currents  and  wind  would  not  permit 
him  to  go  farther  to  the  fouthward.  This  laft  feheme 
ieemed  to  be  mod  fuitable,  on  account  of  the  rapi¬ 
dity  of  the  current  ;  he  therefore  fent  the  Diligente  a 
1  econo  time  to  tell  the  captain  of  the  Comte  de  Provence 
that  he  might  make  the  fignal  for  mooring  when  he 
thought  proper. 

At  nine  at  night  the  Comte  de  Provence  made  the 
fignal  for  anchoring,  and  we  repeated  it  inftantly, 
marking  it  as  (trongly  as  we  could,  that  the  (hips 
might  lofe  no  time  in  feeing  their  anchors  clear,  and 
furling  their  fails. 

W e  anchored  in  nine  fathom  water,  and  obferved 
all  the  (hips  fucceffively  doing  the  fame.  The  fqua¬ 
dron  was  placed  very  advantageoufly,  and  not  far 
from  Pondicherry  ;  but  at  day-break  we  had  the 
fatal  fight  of  the  Bien-aime  driven  afhore.  That  veffel 
had  loll  two  anchors  in  the  engagement,  and,  by 
a  fingular  fatality,  the  Due  de  Bourgogne ,  whofe  con¬ 
duct  had  been  fo  fhameful  during  the  adtion,  paffed 
her  keel  over  the  lad  cable  fhe  had  left,  and  cut  it. 
The  gale,  which  was  very  ftrong,  drove  her  afhore  ; 
(he  dropt  a  fmall  anchor  which  fhe  had  on  board, 
but  it  could  not  withftand  the  current.  The  Captain 
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wiflied  to  get  under  fail,  but  his  fails  and  rigging 
were  fo  torn  in  the  action  that  they  could  be  ot  no 
tife  to  him.  Finally,  M.  Bouvet,  after  having  fought 
fo  well,  and  performed  all  the  duties  of  a  brave  and 
excellent  officer,  had  the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  fhip. 
The  mafts  were  all  cut  away,  and  Count  d’Achd 
having  fent  to  know  the  condition  of  the  fhip,  was 
informed,  that  fhe  was  paft  recovery.  Every  dif- 
pofition  was  made  to  fave  the  men,  ammunition,  and 
effects,  and  M.  Bouvet  remained  on  board  to  dif- 
charge  this  duty  with  regard  to  his  crew,  while 
MefTrs..  Landivizian  and  the  Chevalier  Crillon,  who 
during  the  action  had  fhewed  a  good  example  to  the 
troops,  conducted  them  to  Pondicherry. 

The  fame  day  we  received  intelligence  of  theEng- 
lifli  fleet.  They  took  the  advantage  of  the  obfcu- 
rity  of  the  night  and  a  fair  wind  to  carry  them  to 
Coblore,  where  they  were  well  fituated  to  receive 
every  fuccour  they  (food  in  need  of  from  Madrafs, 
which  is  only  three  leagues  diftant  from  that  factory. 
Count  d’Ache  was  not  in  a  condition  to  follow  them 
fo  far,  for  the  mod  he  expedted  was  to  have  water 
and  provifion  enough  to  carry  him  to  the  road  of 
Pondicherry.  Some  of  the  veflels  were  entirely  def- 
titute  of  thefe  articles,  and  fuch  was  our  diftrefs, 
that,  befide  a  great  number  of  wounded,  we  had  3T0 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  fick,  and  efpecially  of 
fcorbutic  perfons,  who  required  fpeedy  relief ;  to 
thefe  reafons  we  may  add  the  neceffity  of  landing 
the  troops  and  ammunition,  and  returning  to  Fort  St. 
David,  which  was  vigoroufly  attacked  by  M.  de 
Lally.  We  therefore  put  again  to  fea  to  ply  ftill  to 
windward.  The  winds  and  currents  were  fo  contrary, 
that  we  fometimes  loft  ground  inftead  of  gaining  it, 
and  it  was  only  by  incredible  labours  that  the  fleet 
arrived  at  length  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry,  where 
it  anchored  on  the  3d  of  May,  after  a  navigation  of 
a  hundred  days,  and  a  very  warm  engagement. 
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A  lift  of  officers  killed  and  wounded  in  the  acfion  of  the 

2$thof  April ,  1758,  belonging  to  the  King's  Jhip  the 

Zodiaque. 

MefTrs.  the  Chevalier  de  la  Bourdonnaye,  Duplef- 
fis,  Pafcau,  d’Herce,  killed. 

MefTrs.  the  Count  d’Ach6  Gottho,  de  Senneville, 
fenior,  de  Senneville,  junior,  de  Grefligny,  de  Min- 
ihier,  and  du  Pouet,  wounded. 

Forty  men  killed  in  the  engagement,  35  who  died 
of  their  wounds,  and  150  wounded. 

Seventeen  fhots  between  wind  and  water. 

In  landing  the  troops  and  pafTengers,  who  contri¬ 
buted  to  flrengthen  our  iliips,  we  had  more  than 
1 200  wounded  or  Tick  to  land,  and,  our  crew  being 
obliged  to  work  hard  in  unlading  the  {hips,  were  fo 
exhaufted  that  the  number  of  Tick  was  daily  increa¬ 
sing. 

M.  Pocock  being  well  informed  of  our  condition, 
and  willing  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  accidental  lofs  of 
the  Bien-aimis  after  having  drawn  all  the  fuccours  he 
required  for  his  fleet  from  Madrafs,  fet  cut  on  the 
10th  of  May  to  make  another  attempt  to  relieve  Fort 
St.  David.  This  movement  of  the  enemy  *»ade  us 
prefs  for  fupplies  for  the  fleet ;  but  there  being  no 
poflibility  of  obtaining  them  at  prefent,  it  was  re- 
folved  in  a  mixt  Council,  that  the  fleet  fhould  moor 
in  a  line  of  battle,  till  it  was  fupplied  with  water, 
provifions,  ballaft,  &c.  which  many  fhips  were  in 
want  of,  and  till  it  flhould  be  in  a  date  to  attack  the 
enemy  again.  The  frigates  only  were  employed  to 
convey  ammunition  to  the  fiege,  which  our  troops  car¬ 
ried  on  very  vigoroufly,  notwithftanding  the  conti¬ 
nual  fire  of  the  garrifon,  which  was  reinforced  by 
the  crew  of  the  two  frigates  we  had  burnt  on  the 
28th  of  April. 

On  the  26th  of  May  the  Englifli  fleet  appeared 
before  Emparve,  which  they  could  not  have  gained 
by  beating  in  the  offing,  and  feemed  to  regulate  their 
manoeuvres  as  if  their  intention  had  been  to  afcend 
the  coaft  without  lofing  fight  of  it.  They  had  two 
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fire-fliips  along  with  them  ;  and,  our  pofition  not 
permitting  us  to  put  to  lea  for  want  of  men,  M.  I  o- 
cock  might  have  attacked  us  at  anchor  with  great 
advantage,  and  at  the  fame  tune  might  have  im¬ 
peded  the  fuccefs  of  M.  de  Lally.  . 

We  loft  not  a  moment’s  time  in  collecting  the 
men  who  were  able  to  come  on  board,  and.  in  dft- 
pofing  every  thing  for  the  defence  of  the  fhips.  In 
the  mean  time.  Count  d  Ache  ftill  thinking  it  better 
to  ftop  the  career  ot  the  Englifh  fleet  by  offering 
battle,  a  mixed  Council  was  fummoned,  in  which  it 
was  refolved  that  the  Chevalier  de  Monteil  and 
Meffrs.  de  Palliere  and  de  Surville,  Captains,  fliould 
be  lent  immediately  to  M.  de  Lally,  to  inform  him.  of 
the  ill  confequences  that  might  attend  the  waiting 
for  the  enemy,  and  the  great  advantages  that  would 
accrue  to  us  from  lading  out  to  meet  them,  if  w  e 
could  be  reinforced  fo  as  to  enable  us  to  preferve  the 
advantage  of  the  wind  to  fight  the  enemy  a  fecond 
time. 

The  enemy  advanced  daily,  and  appeared  the  next 
day  in  fight  of  Pondicherry.  In  confequence  of  re® 
prefentations  made  to  M.  de  Lally,  that  General 
came  to  Pondicherry,  followed  by  340  European  fol- 
diers,  and  from  3  to  400  feapoys  Count  d  Ache, 
after  receiving  this  re-inforcement,  gave  orders  for 
failing,  and,  having  obferved  the  enemy  getting  under 
fail  oppofite  the  fort,  he  made  a  fignal  to  put  imme¬ 
diately  to  fea,  and  to  form  the  line. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  General,  defirous  of 
bellowing  upon  the  Officers  of  his  fhip  fome  mark 
of  his  approbation  of  their  conduCl,  gave  his  Lieu¬ 
tenants  commilfions  of  Captains,  his  Sub-lieutenants 
commilfions  of  Lieutenants,  and  each  of  his  Mid- 
fhipmen  a.commiflion  of  Sub-lieutenancy.  The  Eng- 
lifh  fleet  feemed  at  firft  refolved  to  rilk  a  fecond.  en¬ 
gagement  ;  but  after  a  little  time,  inllead  of  failing 
near  the  land,  by  the  help  of  a  fea  breeze,  it  con¬ 
tinued  on  the  fame  tack,  and  difappeared.  Our  fqua- 
dron  went  to  anchor  in  a  line  before  Goudelour,  and, 
the  place  having  no  further  hopes  of  relief,  furren- 
dered  to  the  King’s  arms  on  the  zd  of  June  1758. 

M.  de 
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M.de  Lally  marched,  immediately  after  the  furreii. 
der,  to  Devi-cottah,  to  drive  the  Englifhfrom  thence 
On  the  approach  of  our  troops,  Count  d’Ache,  in  or¬ 
der  to  employ  the  fleet  in  the  bufinefs  that  feemed 
to  him  moll;  important,  refolved  to  cruife  about  the 
places  where  veflels  commonly  put  in,  either  to  col¬ 
led  whatever  fuccours  might  be  fent  to  us,  or  to  in¬ 
tercept  thofe  that  might  be  fent  to  the  enemy  ;  or, 
finally,  to  make  a  difplay  of  our  forces  before  the 
people  of  Tanjour,  whom  the  Englifn  endeavoured 
to  prtpoflefs  againfl:  us.  The  Sylp/iide ,  whofe  crew 
was  diftributed  among  the  Ihips,  and  had  only  been 
able  to  get  the  Lafcaris  in  lieu  of  them,  joined  us  on 
the  coaft,  after  taking  in  tow  an  Englifh  vefTel  oppo- 
fite  Negapatnan,  which  we  fent  immediately  to  Pon¬ 
dicherry,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Minthier, 
v/ho,  although  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  engage¬ 
ment,  and  not  Recovered,  yet,  to  fhew  his  zeal,  ven¬ 
tured  again  on  board  ;  but  his  wounds  growing 

worfe,  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  Pondicherry  to  be 
cured. 

A  few  days  after  this,  M.  d’Ache  received  a  letter 
from  the  Council  of  Pondicherry,  inviting  him  to 
come  there  with  his  fleet,  his  prefence  being  necef- 
fary  while  the  King’s  troops  v/ere  employed  in  the 
war  of  Tanjour,  from  whence  we  expedted  to  draw 
all  the  fums  required  for  an  expedition  againlr  Ma- 
drals,  we  arrived  in  that  road  on  the  17th  of  June, 
and  began  immediately  to  fupply  the  (hips,  and  put 
them  in  a  fituation  to  co-operate  with  the  land  for¬ 
ces. 

While  we  remained  at  Pondicherry,  without  being 
able,  however,  to  provide  all  the  neceflaries  for  the 
fleet,  on  account  of  the  want  of  refources,  the  Eng- 
lifli,  receiving  larger  fupplies  from  their  colonies, 
refitted  themfelvesat  Madrafs  ;  and,  after  having  re¬ 
inforced  themfel  ves  with  the  crews  of  the  three  fhips, 
that  had  pafled  by  Caricalle  a  few  days  after  we 
quitted  our  cruife,  M.  Pocock,  being  informed  of 
the  refiftance  made  by  the  King  of  Tanjour,  and 
prefuming  that  our  fleet,  deftitute  of  men,  would  be¬ 
come 


come  an  eafy  conqueft  while  we  lay  at  anchor,  re- 
lolved  to  afcend  the  coaft  to  come  up  to  us. 

Count  d’Ache  only  received  intelligence  of  this  at 
the  time  that  the  rudders  of  moll  of  our  fhips  were 
alhore  ;  and  the  day  after,  on  the  27th  of  July,  the 
Engliili  fleet  was  difcovered  advancing  very  faff, 
while  cur  fleet  had  not  yet  taken  every  neceflary  on 
board.  We  worked  night  and  day,  and  difpofed  our 
fhips  in  order  of  battle  in  the  road,  becaufe  there  was 
no  appearance  of  our  being  able  to  meet  the  enemy 
before  they  came  up  with  us.  The  wind,  however, 
failed  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  after  putting  about 
towards  Pondicherry,  they  were  obliged  to  anchor 
in  the  rear  of  our  fhips  to  leeward. 

By  this  time,  having  affembled  all  our  convales¬ 
cents,  and  taken  out  the  greatefl  part  of  our  crews  be- 
longing  to  the  two  frigates,  by  this  little  reinforce¬ 
ment  it  appeared  that  the  fleet  would  really  be  in  a 
condition  to  fight :  accordingly,  though  it  was  a  very 
different  thing  to  fullain  an  action  while  we  were 
moored,  or  in  open  fea,  on  account  of  the  number  of 
hands  neceffary  for  working  the  fhips,  yet,  weighing 
the  inconveniencies  attending  the  firft  with  the  ad¬ 
vantages  belonging  to  the  lall  pofition,  Count  d’Ache 
determined  upon  this,  and,  having  fent  the  Chevalier 
de  Monteil  to  declare  his  refolutions  to  the  Council, 
we  immediately  prepared  to  put  to  fea,  and  even 
wore  upon  our  anchors  with  fo  much  difpatch, 
that  we  failed  as  foon  as  the  Major  of  the  fleet  re¬ 
turned,  and  formed  ourfelves  in  aline  of  battle. 

The  Englifh  got  under  fail  at  fix  in  the  morning, 
proceeded  in  the  fame  order,  but  crouded  all  their 
fails,  in  hopes  of  getting  to  windward  of  us.  At  two 
o’clock  they  changed  their  courfe,  and  we  did  the 
fame  fhortly.  after,  to  avail  ourfelves  of  the  land 
breeze,  drawing  near  to  the  iliore,  and  afterwards  put¬ 
ting  out  further  to  fea.  It  appeared  that  we  might 
cruife  to  windward  of  the  enemy,  for  the  firft  of 
their  fhips,  at  the  approach  of  the  Compte  de  Provence 
clued  up  her  fails,  and  did  not  hefitate  to  wait  for 
her  company.  At  this  time,  as  the  night  came  on,  we 
had  a  violent  fquall  from  the  N.  W.  which  carried 


. 


us 


3io  APPENDIX. 

us  to  the  South  J  S.  W.  We  then  flattered  ourfelresr 
that  we  fhould  tlill  preferve  the  wind,  and  be  futft- 
ciently  advanced,  the  day  following,  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  to  moor  at  Pondicherry  alter  the  engage¬ 
ment. 

The  enemy  were  not  fo  fortunate  as  we  were,  for 
they  could  not  be  difcovered  otherwife  than  from 
the  maft-heads,  and  too  fate  to  make  it  poflible  to 
engage  the  action.  We  therefore  continued  to  keep 
as  clofe  to  the  wind  as  poflible,  in  managing  our 
tacks,  for  it  was  probable  that  the  Englifli  would 
avail  themfelves  of  the  firft  wefterly  wind  which 
might  blow  in  the  night,  to  carry  them  towards  the 
land,  and  to  the  fouthward  of  us.  Befides,  as  the 
object  of  the  Tanjour  war  feemed  very  interefting 
to  M.  Pocock,  it  was  of  importance  to  the  nation 
that  our  fleet  fliould  appear  on  their  coafts,  before 
the  inhabitants  fhould  know  any  thing  of  their  allies. 
We  manoeuvred,  therefore.  Hill  afcending  the  coaft, 
and  keeping  a  continual  look  out  for  the  Englifli, 
till  we  anchored  in  fight  of  Tranquebar,  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  night,  and  continued  there  till  morn- 
ing. 

On  the  30th  of  July,  after  having  plyed  to  wind¬ 
ward,  without  difcovering  any  thing  ot  the  enemy’s 
fleet,  we  caft  anchor  before  Caricalle,  from  whence 
we  fet  fail  again  as  foon  as  the  land  breeze  began  to 
blow,  and  continued  to  keep  (till  as  clofe  to  the 
wind  as  poflible,  becaufe,  having  heard  nothing  cer¬ 
tain  in  our  factory  ol  the  pofition  of  M,  Pocock, 
there  was  reafon  to  think  that  he  endeavoured  to  fail 
between  Ceylon  and  Negapatnam,  in  order  to  get, to 
the  windward  of  us. 

On  the  31ft  of  July,  as  we  pafled  along  the  coaft 
in  a  line,  we  fuffered  ourfelves  to  be  chafed  by  two 
fhips  to  the  windward  of  Negapatnan,  which  the 
Diligente  difcovered  to  be  Dutch  ;  and  at  night,  hav¬ 
ing  veered  towards  land,  without  getting  any  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  enemy,  Count  d’Ache  ordered  us  to 
fleer  for  Caricalle,  that  we  might  at  length  gain 
fome  information  of  the  pofition  of  the  Englifli 
fleet ;  but  having  learnt  nothing,  and  fojne  perfons 
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thinking  that  M.  Pocock  might  have  taken  the  re¬ 
solution  to  moleft  Fort  St.  David,  or  caufe  fome  di- 
verfion  to  the  troops,  it  was  immediately  refolved  up¬ 
on  to  go  and  force  him  to  an  engagement. 

On  the  1  ft  of  Auguft,  having  placed  all  our  fhips 
in  a  line,  we  failed  along  the  coaft,  and  about  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning  the  Diligente  made  a  fignal  of 
her  feeing  the  Englifli  fleet.  It  had  failed  from  Devi- 
cottah,  and  forming  a  line  on  the  larboard  tack, 
the  wind  foutherly,  feemed  to  expert  us.  We  ob- 
ferved,  however,  that  the  Englifli  bore  off  to  fea^ 
which  might  poflibly  retard  the  engagement;  as  to 
us,  our  line  being  foon  formed  parallel  to  that  of  the 
enemy,  M.  d’Ache  ordered  the  fignal  to  be  made  to 
bear  down.  At  the  fame  inftant  each  veftel  ad¬ 
vanced  towards  the  fhip  that  was  oppofite  to  her, 
while  we  fleered  right  upon  the  Yarmouth,  placed, 
as  we  were,  in  the  center  of  the  fquadron  ;  which 
confided  of  feven  large  fhips,  a  fire-fhip,  and  a  fri¬ 
gate  to  repeat  the  fignals. 

The  two  fleets,  however,  were  not  within  reach 
of  each  other  till  about  five  in  the  evening,  becaufe 
the  gale,  S.  ■£  S.  E.  was  rather  weak  ;  but  it  foon  in- 
creafed  confiderably,  and  the  fea  running  high,  many 
ot  our  fhips  were  obliged  to  fhut  their  lower  port¬ 
holes.  The  dV.  Louis,  in  hafte  to  communicate  this 
important  obfervation,  haled  us,  and  defired  the  Ge¬ 
neral  to  take  notice  that  flie  could  not  employ  her 
battery.  This  determined  us  to  keep  clofe  to  the 
wind,  and  renounce  the  defign  of  advancing  on  the 
enemy. 

1  hey  did  not  avail  themfelves  of  our  fituation,  but, 
negletting  to  begin  an  action,  which  they  thought, 
without  doubt,  we  declined  only  becaufe  night  was 
at  hand,  the  Englifh  appeared  rather  anxious  to  get 
to  windward  of  us :  but  as  we  obferved  their  mo¬ 
tions  with  the  greatefl  accuracy,  we  failed  exactly  as 
they  did,  letting  them  know  by  this  manoeuvre,  that 
we  waited  only  for  the  morning  to  begin  the  fight. 
When  we  changed  our  courfe  towards  the  land,  we 
made  our  fignals  by  firing  of  our  guns,  our  poop 

lanterns 
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lanterns  were  kept  lighted,  and  we  failed  in  a  line 
of  battle  to  the  windward  of  them. 

We  perceived,  in  the  meantime,  that  the  enemy 
had  placed  the  Cu?nberland  after  the  Salijbury ,  which 
followed  the  Elizabeth ,  and  that  thefe  fhips  formed 
their  van.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  leaving  the  Moras 
between  the  Comte  de  Provence  and  the  Due  db  Orleans , 
in  the  van,  we  made  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  come  into 
her  ftation  in  the  night,  and  ordered  both  fhips  to 
change  their  broad  pendants,  that  if  we  could  attack 
the  enemy  at  break  of  day,  they  being  deceived  at 
firft  fight,  might  not  have  time  to  alter  their  difpofiti- 
on :  and  confequently  the  Moras  and  the  Condey 
fupported  by  the  Vengeury  were  to  endeavour  to  break 
or  deitroy  the  Nevjcaftle  and  the  Weymouth9  which 
compofed  the  rear  of  the  Englifh  fleet. 

On  the  2d  in  the  morning  we  did  not  fee  the 
Englifh  again,  who  had  continued  to  fail  in  the  of¬ 
fing:  it  was  thought  that  they  were  difeerne-d,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  towards  the  N,  E  ;  and,  as  M. 
d’  Ache  had  occafion  to  confult  with  his  Captains, 
he  ordered  us  to  fleer  for  Caricalle. 

The  fubject  of  the  confultation,  at  which  all  the 
Captains  and  Officers  of  the  fleet  were  prefent,  was 
the  bad  ftate  of  the  batteries  of  the  fhips  of  the  Com¬ 
pany.  The  General  having  concluded  that  we  fhould 
leave  the  advantage  of  the  wind  to  the  enemy,  pro¬ 
vided  the  fea  were  rough,  it  was  propofed,  in  this 
cafe,  to  execute  a  manoeuvre,  which  had  been  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  the  day  before 

When  we  were  obliged  to  fufpend  the  attack,  we 
entered  into  all  the  details  of  the  projeft.  It  was 
agreed  upon,  that,  in  a  fimilar  fituation,  our  fleet, 
feign  ig  to  run  along  fide  the  enemy,  fhould  infenfi- 
bly  bear  down,  each  fhip  falling  into  the  wake  of  the 
other,  and  keeping  very  clofe  together.  The  Comte 
de  Provence  fhould  then  come  up  to  the  laft  fhip  of  the 
enemy,  within  piftol-fhot,  and  all  the  other  fhips, 
following  exactly  her  manoeuvre,  fhould  each  pour 
their  broadfide  point  blank  along  the  whole  of  the 
Englifh  line,  and  that  afterwards,  continuing  their 
courfe  on  the  fame  tack,  they  fhould  form  the  line 

within 
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^thin  halt  a  league  of  the  Englifh  fleet  to  leeward, 
after  having  cut  otf  two  of  their  frigates,  and  proba¬ 


bly  difabled  one  of  their  fliips. 

Each  Captain  being  thus  indru&ed  in  his  manoeu¬ 
vre,  a  fuller  explanation  of  the  affair  wa s  given  to 
M.  de  la  Chaife,  who  was  moll  likely  to  contribute 
to  the  fuccefs  of  it,  as  he  was  then  to  receive  a 


Wedefigned  to  be  under  fail  before  break  of  day, 
on  account  of  the  enemy,  when  at  one  o’clock  we 
heard  their  fignal  guns  firing,  and  their  lights,  which 

they  put  up,  veering  by  the  land  breeze  to  run  alone 
the  coafl. 

On  the  3d  of  Augud  we  fet  fail  ourfelves  upon  the 
fame  tack  ;  and  the  Diligente ,  with  which  our  fliips 
formed  the  line,  as  we  proceeded,  put  us  in  a  fixati¬ 
on  to  be  able  to  engage  the  enemy  before  the  breeze 
increafed. 

Thus  we  waited  with  impatience  the  break  of  day. 
As  foon  as  it  appeared,  the  Engli-fh  began  their  ma¬ 
noeuvres  with  difpatch  :  at  the  fame  time  we  made 
the  fignal  to  bear  down  in  line  of  battle,  and  a  gun 
was  fired  upon  holding  the  King’s  flag.  The  fliips 
all  obferved  the  bed  order,  and  each  Teemed  to  vie 
with  the  other  in  approaching  the  enemy  ;  who  were 
obliged  to  give  way  all  together,  to  form  their  line, 
and  Teemed  dilconcerted  at  feeing  us  advance  with 
fo  much  refolution.  While  they  were  preparing  to 
receive  us,  the  cry  of  Vive  le  Roy  re  founded  from  one 
end  of  our  line  to  the  other  ;  but,  unfortunately, 
as  the  wind  increafed,  the  S /.  Louis  haled  us  again’ 
to  inform  us,  that  neither  fhe,  nor  feveral  other  of 
the  company’s  fliips,  could  make  any  ufe  of  their 
lower  guns. 

.  We  were  then  oppofite  to  Negapatnam,  within  a 
little  didance  from  the  road,  and,  by  the  regular 
change  of  the  wind,  we^ould  not  day  to  obferve  the 
enemy  longer  than  twelve  o’clock,  at  which  time 
Admiral  Pocock  was  expefted  to  come  down  to 


give  us  battle,  having  the  advantage  of  the  Tea 


3l  4  APPENDIX. 

unavoidable,  it  was  again  propofed  to  put  the  pro¬ 
ject,  which  was  talked  of  the  preceding  night,  into 
immediate  execuMon  ;  and,  befide  the  reafons  which 
already  juftified  this  idea,  there  was  this  additional 
one>  t^at  we  niight  afterwards  be  able  to  recover 
the  wind  again,  by  failing  to  the  S.  E.  while  the 
land  breeze  continued,  after  having  cannonaded  the 
enemy’s  line,  and  cutoff  their  two  frigates.  We 
were  in  this  ftate  at  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
enemy  failing  to  the  fouthward,  with  a  frelh  breeze 
from  the  weft,  and  we  alfo  ranging  the  coaft  to 
bear  down,  after  we  difcovered  the  fatal  lofs  of 
our  batteries.  1  his  interval  was  taken  up  in  con- 
ful ring  about  the  movement  propofed,  and  M.  d* 
Ache  wa s  defirous  of  having  the  decifive  opinion  of 
the  Captains  upon  it.  At  length  the  Diligente  re¬ 
turning,  and  perceiving  that  the  time  was  pafling, 
which  ibould  be  employed  in  executing  a  manoeuvre 
"  h i c h  nothing  but  a  calm  could  hinder  from  being 
decifive,  the  fignal  agreed  upon  was  made.  M.  de  la 
Chaile  began  immediately  to  direct  the  manoeuvre  ; 
and  each  fhip  following  the  example  of  the  Comte  de 
Provence ,  the  whole  fleet  advanced  in  the  order  moft 
proper  for  our  defign,  fo  as  to  conceal  it  from  the 
enemy,  who  feemed  unable  to  comprehend  it,  till  it 
was  out  of  their  power  to  prevent  it.  Accordingly, 
about  10  o’clock,  we  were  in  a  very  advantageous 
htuation :  the  Englifh  had  not  thought  proper  to 
make  their  van  bear  down,  that  they  might  all  come 
on  together,  as  we  did;  and,  judging  afterwards  that 
this  movement  would  not  be  a  fufficient  refource  to 
them,  they  contented  themfelves  with  doling  their 
rear  as  near  as  poffible. 

When  they  faw  that  we  were  advancing  near  their 
rear,  knowing  that  we  fbould  be  within  reach  to  de- 
ftroy  the  la  ft  of  their  fliips,  and  cut  off  their  fri¬ 
gates,  they  fueceftively  made  feveral  different  ma¬ 
noeuvres.  Some  bore  away  with  their  forefails,  o- 
thers  tacked  about,  and,  affifted  by  their  boats, 
endeavoured  to  keep  themfelves  N.  and  S, ;  while  we 
ftill  failing  in  the  offing,  E.  and  E.  keeping  our 
bowfprit  towards  the  poop  of  the  lafk  of  their  fliips, 
fleered  fo  that  we  might  be  able  to  deftroy  it,  and 
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feparate,  at  the  fame  time,  the  two  frigates  from 
the  reft  of  the  enemy’s  fleet.  Thefe  frigates  had 
no  lei's  than  five  row-boats  to  tow  them  up,  but 
finding  that  all  their  endeavours  could  not  enable 
them  to  gain  their  ftations,  they  quitted  the  fleet 
entirely ;  but  though  they  crouded  all  their  fails, 
yet  the  Ddigente ,  which  was  juft  preparing  to  follow 
them,  could  have  overtaken  them,  and  obliged 
them  to  bring  to,  under  the  fire  of  one  of  our 
fhips. 

The  nearer  we  approached  the  rear  of  the  enemy, 
the  more  their  confufion  appeared.  M.  Pocock  was 
making  fignals  continually,  and  the  lafi:  fhip,  more 
anxious  than  any  other,  on  account  of  her  fituation, 
was  edging  further  to  leeward,  to  avoid  receiving 
all  our  iliots  in  her  ftern,  her  Captain  not  confider- 
ing  that  her  danger  was  thereby  increafed,  inafmuch 
as  the  fquadron  could  not  venture  to  break  the  line, 
nor  change  even  to  the  general  tack,  and  therefore 

remained  under  their  two  topfails,  in  an  ill-formed 

1*  *■  * 

me. 

In  this  manner  the  King’s  fquadron  would  inevi¬ 
tably  have  obtained  the  firth  advantage,  and  would 
afterwards  have  been  ready  to  engage  a  general  ac¬ 
tion  with  the  fix  remaining  fhips  of  M.  Pocock’s 
fleet  between  the  two  breezes.  We  faw  no  obfta- 
cle  to  our  defign  on  the  part  ol  the  enemy  j  for  fuch 
was  already  their  confufion,  that  M.  Pocock  himfelf 
ran  foul  of  one  of  his  fhips,  while  we  were  con- 
ftantly  in  purfuit  o>  our  object.  T  he  Comte  de  Pro - 
*vence  was  juft  ready  to  pour  in  her  broadiide,  when 
the  wind  which  already  began  to  abate,  became 
perfectly  calm^  and  was  fucceeded  by  a  fea  breeze. 

This  revolution  happening  fconer  than  we  had 
reafon  to  fear,  or  the  enemy  to  expert,  put  us  in 
the  fame  fituation  we  were  in  before.  M  de  la 
Chaife,  even  before  we  made  the  fignal,  was  only 
intent  upon  manoeuvring  according  to'circumftances  ; 
and,  as  the  enemy  had  the  advantage  of  the  wind, 
which  we  were  obliged  to  give  up  to  them,  it  was 
their  bufinefs  to  avail  themfelves  of  it,  while  we  ex¬ 
pected  them  with  firmnefs,  crur  line  being  well  form* 
ed. 
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.  AI.  Pocock,  was  Tome  time  employed  in  ditengag- 
ing  his  ill i p s  ;  at  length,  about  noon,  he  placed  the 
Elizabeth,  Salijbury ,  and  Cumberland  in  the  van,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Weymouth ,  Netvcajlle ,  and  Tyger ,  and 
tnen  made  a  fignal  to  bear  down  upon  us.  His  van 
not  oblerving  ftrictly  the  order  of  failing  of  the  other 
fhips,  the  Elizabeth  came  Very  near  the  Comte  de 
Provence,  while  the  Yarmouth  was  ftill  at  a  diftance 
trom  us,  and  the  enemy’s  rear  was  not  yet  within 
reach  ot  ours.  Our  General  waited  for  M.  Pocock, 
to  induce  him  the  more  to  run  along  his  line.  We 
made  a  fignal  to  our  van  to  brail  their  fails,  and  we 
Put  our  top-fail  aback,  as  foon  as  we  faw  the  Eliza • 
l>eth  amng  fide  of  the  Comte  de  Provence. 

VN  hen  the  Elizabeth  was  within  piftol-fhot,  fhe 
brought  to  ;  and  M.  de  la  Charfe,  who  always  dis¬ 
played  as  much  bravery  as  lkill  in  his  manoeuvres, 
brought  to  likewife,  to  be  under  her  fire  ;  at  this  in¬ 
dent  we  hoifted  our  fignal  for  adtion,  and  fhe  dit¬ 
ch-urged  a  full  bioadfide,  and  received,  at  the  fame 
time,  one  from  the  enemv, 

fhe  Due  d  Orleans  and  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  fired 
at  the  other  fhips,  but  we  were  defirous  to  referve 
our  fire  tor  the  Yarmouth ,  when  the  Cumberland ,  which 
iai  1  sd  before  her,  fired  a  broadfide  at  us,  which  was 
immediately  retailed.  The  St.  Louis  attacked  the 
Admiral  in  the  fame  inftant,  which  fired  before  flue 
could  come  along  fide  of  us  ;  the  two  fhips  of  the 
rear  fired  likewife,  but  they  were  rather  at  too  great 
a  diftance. 

"1  hus  the  engagement  began  with  a  very  promif- 
ing  afpedt,  for  the  Elizabeth  had  her  mizen-top-maffc 
iliot  off ;  and  the  Comte  de  Provence  feemed  to  pro- 
mife  us  greater  advantages,  when,  in  the  midft  of 
the  frnoke  raifed  by  their  continual  firing,  we  faw 
her  mizen-maft  on  fire  :  this  accident  was  occafion- 
td  by  lome  combuftibles  thrown  in  by  the  enemy; 
but  it  was  fo  much  the  more  terrible,  as  fhe  en¬ 
gaged  within  piftol-fhot.  M.  Bouvet,  her  next 
neighbour,  foon  relieved  her  ;  for  as  fhe  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  withdraw,  in  order  to  extinguifh  her 
fire,  he  ftepped  between,  and  engaged  Captain 

Stevens 
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Stevens,  in  M.  de  la  Chaife’s  place.  T  he  Due  d Or¬ 
leans  received  alfo  part  of  her  fire,  in  order  to  keep 
the  Salijbury  employed  ;  and,  firing  alternately  at 
the  Cumberland  and  the  admiral’s  fhip,  we  continued 
the  fight,  which  was  exceedingly  animated  on  both 
fides,  and  very  bloody.  The  wheel  of  our  helm  was 
carried  away  at  the  beginning  of  the  a&ion,  and,  till 
that  was  repaired,  we  could  not  direct  our  fire  proper¬ 
ly,  though  we  were  inceffantly  receiving  that  of  the 
Cumberland  and  the  Admiral.  Befides,  we  had  fcarce 
fixed  on  a  fecond  wheel,  when  a  fire,  which  caught 
in  the  hold,  threw  us  in  the  greatefl  panic,  expofing 
us  to  the  danger  of  being  blown  up.  1  his  difafler 
was  foon  removed  ;  but  a  little  time  after,  the  tran- 
fom  being  detached  by  the  cannon  ot  the  St.  Barbe , 
which  burft  in  firing,  it  hindered  the  tiller  from 
working,  fo  that  we  could  not  come  to  windward  lo 
much  as  we  wifhed,  to  be  oppofite  to  the  Admiral, 
who  being  placed  upon  our  quarter,  incommoded  us 
greatly;  and  he  could  only  be  driven  away  by  the 
St.  Louis ;  however,  we  cut  away  the  yard  of  his 
main-top-fail,  and  never  cealed  firing,  whenever  we 
could  difeern  him. 

As  foon  as  we  were  able  to  fleer,  we  endeavoured 
to  come  near  the  Due  de  Bourgogne ,  who,  in  keeping 
her  flation,  was  obliged  to  fuflain  a  very  obflinate 
fight  with  the  enemy’s  van  ;  and  for  this  purpofe,  we 
ourfelves  wifhed  to  pafs  to  windward  of  the  Due 
d? Orleans  ;  but  while  we  advanced,  and  that  that  fhip 
was  bracing  her  fails,  in  order  to  favour  our  defign,  the 
tiller  rope  of  our  fecond  wheel  was  carried  away,  in 
the  midfl  of  the  continual  volley  of  fhot,  which  da¬ 
maged  our  rigging  confiderably.  Finally,  we  found 
ourfelves  forced,  for  want  of  a  helm,  to  run  foul  of  M. 
de  Surville.  Fortunately,  the  Englifh  could  not  reap 
any  advantage  from  this  accident,  in  which  we  were 
expofed  to  every  misfortune,  if  they  had  fent  a  fire- 
ihip  againfl  the  Zodiaque  ;  we  had  only  the  fame  fpace 
to  engage  them  in,  and,  the  Due  d’ Orleans ,  as  well  as 
we,  having  worked  with  incredible  difpatch  and  ar¬ 
dour,  we  were  foon  difengaged,  and  M.  de  Surville 
beginning  to  fire  again,  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  had  time 
to  recover  her  flation,  while  fhe  continued  in  the  fight. 
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neS  !nTUr'  , which.  5’°^  oi"-  line,  came  the 
eareft  to  us,  and  we  obferved  that  (be  always  kept 

up  a  prodigious  fire  ,  in  a  word,  notwithflanding  our 

vvonM  We  W6re  h°?es  that  the  Comte  ds  Prolence 
clJiJ}rme  Up  t0  us  a2ain*  when  the  M°ras  and  the 

Ks&ffi's,  £ f»  «■''«*  *<- 

After  this,  we  prepared  the  fignal  for  all  to  wear 
^  the  fame  time,  the  wind  right  aft,  continuing  ftill 
e  engagement,  while  we  drew  near  to  the  Comte  de 
f'rovence,  which  was  labouring  inceflantly  to  repair, 
but  was  not  in  a  condition  to  refume  her  ftation 
though  fortunate  in  having  efcaped  blowing  up.  Be- 
ides  fhe  mu  ft  neceflarily  do  this  with  greater  eafe 
w  en  the  fleet  had  made  another  tack  ;  we  there¬ 
fore  made  the  fignal  for  veering  hard  a  weather,  with* 
lat  of  the  fine  of  battle,  failing  on  the  larboard 
tack  ;  obfervmg  ourfelves,  to  tack  the  laft,  in  order 
to  favour  the  execution  of  this  movement. 

he  P engeury  which  not  only  fuppljed  very  well 
the  place  of  the  Moras  and  the  Condi ,  hut  which  had 
alio  taken  care  to  prolong  her  courfe,  while  fhe  kept 
up  an  inceflantfire,  contributed  greatly  to  the  fuc- 
cels  or  this  manoeuvre.  The  fquadron  was  there¬ 
fore  foon  in  an  advantageous  pofition  ;  for  the  new 
fine  of  battle  was  formed  with  the  two  fmalleft  vef- 
e  ^before,  and  the  Vengeur  and  xmrfelves  in  the  rear. 

1  he  Englifli,  whofe  line  was  alfo  difordered,  far 
V°rn  cmhng  vyith  us,  when  we  tacked  to  rally  the 
Moras  and  the  Condey  only  veered  by  a  kind  of  gene¬ 
ral  tack,  which  increaled  the  diftance  between  the 
two  fquadrons.  Two  of  their  fhips  perfifted  only  in 
firing  at  the  Zodiaque ;  which  difcharged  her  fire  from 
both  the  tiers  at  the  fame  time,  and  held  her  fide  up 
to  the  whole  Englifh  fleet,  in  order  to  fave  two  of  our 
veflels,  whofe  figging  was  entirely  deftroyed,  and 
were  confequently  unable  to  work.  This  manoeuvre 
had  the  defired  effect,  for  thefe  veflels,  having  hoifb— 
ed  all  the  fails  they  could  rig,  extricated  themfelves 
from  the  difagreeable  fituation  they  were  in.  Count 
d  Ache  then  finding  himfelf  befet  with  five  veflels, 
determined  t$  wear  hard  a  weather ;  and,  the  Fen - 
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geur  coming  clofe  upon  us,  we  flood  off  to  Tea,  in 
order  to  rally  our  {hips  that  were  far  ahead.  Admi¬ 
ral  Pocock’s  fhip  lay  a  confiderable  way  aft,  and 
entirely  difabled  ;  the  Elizabeth  and  Nevocaftle  only 
advanced  towards  us,  though  very  flowly. 

A  little  after  this,  the  Comte  de  Provence ,  having 
cut  away  her  mizen-mad,  came  to  join  us,  in  order 
to  flrengthen  our  rear  ;  and  M.  Pocock,  who  had  had 
lo  much  good  fortune  that  day,  and  whofe  fleet  was 
in  far  better  condition  than  ours,  inflead  of  renew¬ 
ing  the  fight,  made  a  fignal  for  his  fliips  to  fail  clofe 
hauled.  W e  made  no  alteration  is  our  manoeuvres  ; 
the  Diligente  had  been  fent  to  defire  all  our  veffels  to 
fail  in  order,  and  to  repair  as  fail  as  they  could* 
We  ftill  kept  up  the  fignal  for  battle,  failing  on  the 
larboard  tack;  neverthelefs,  feeing  the  neceflity 
there  was  for  repairing  our  fliips,  we  fteered  for 
Pondicherry. 

The  day  following,  being  the  4th  of  Auguft,  we 
arrived  there,  and  anchored  in  a  line  before  it.  The 
Admiral  then  fent  the  Chevalier  de  Monteil  into 
the  city,  and  commanded  him,  as  he  palled,  to  in- 
torm  M.  de  la  Chaife  how  much  he  was  fatisfied 
with  his  conduct,  and  to  exprefs  the  fame  fenti- 
nients  to  the  other  Captains  ;  but  that,  being  con¬ 
vinced,.  from  their  want  of  men,  of  rigging,  and 
ammunition,  and,  above  all,  as  he  could  not  flatter 
himfelf,  on  account  of  the  bad  date  of  mod  of  the 
Chip’s  guns,  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  decide  the 
arhur  by  attacking  the  enemy  again,  he  therefore 
relolved  to  anchor  near  the  place  :  moreover,  the 
magazines  being  totally  unprovided,  and  feeinfr 
that  the  repairing  of  the  Chips  became  fo  much 

^  r^n1"6  ^i^ult,  as  colony  was  in  want  of 
the  firft  materials ;  and  as  the  army,  obliged  to 
abandon  the  fiege  of  Tanjour,  far  from  bringing 
the  advantages  that  were  expefted  from  that  enter- 
pnfe,  would,  on  the  contrary,  foon  increafe  the 
difficulty  of  our  fubftftence for  thefe  reafons, 

hble"1  °  AChC  determmed  t0  deI)art  as  loon  as  pof- 
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appendix. 


A  lift  of  the  Kings  Officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Lieutenant  DudefFais,  M.  de  Senneville,  1  ,  ...  , 
and  M.  de  Minthier,  j  killed. 

Count  d’Ache,  Meflrs.  Beaudran,  d’Ache,  1  ,  , 

Genlis,  and  Tremizoi,  j  wounded. 

35  men  killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  thrown  into  the 
Tea  during  the  aftion,  40  dead  of  their  wounds, 
i  50  wounded. 

The  Englifti  having  gone  to  repair  between  Cari- 
ca;.e  and  Negapatnam,  and  feeking  fuccour  from 
that  fattory,  one  of  their  frigates  feized  a  brigan¬ 
tine  of  ours,  which  was  fent  from  the  Ifle  of  France, 
and  to  which  the  Dutch  had  the  weaknefs  to  refufe 
protection.  Fortunately,  at  the  time  that  this  news 
was  brought  to  us,  we  alfo  received  intelligence  of 
a  fhip  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Company  patting  in 
light  of  Pondicherry.  The  Diligente  was  difpatched 
after  her,  and  brought  her  into  the  road  ,*  and  it  was 
refolved  that  flie  fhould  be  kept  there  till  the  Dutch 
had  given  fatisfadlion  for  the  damage  done.  This 
veflel  had  a  great  quantity  of  rigging  and  provifions 
on  board,  which  were  fo  much  the  more  valuable  to 
us,  as  we  were  in  fuch  extreme  want  of  them.  On 
the  24th  of  Auguft,  the  Englifh  fleet  having  fet  fail 
from  fome  place  adjacent  to  Negapatnam,  feemed 
inclined  to  return  to  us  ;  but  it  did  not  proceed  fur¬ 
ther  than  the  height  of  Fort  St.  David.  We  had 
received  certain  intelligence  of  the  fecret  defign  of 
M.  Pocock,  who  had  prepared  five  fire  fbips  to  at* 
tack  us  at  anchor.  The  want  of  rigging  and  pro¬ 
vifions,  which  would  put  the  King’s  fleet  in  the 
moft  critical  fituation,  if  it  were  obliged  to  engage 
the  enemy  a  third  time,  determined  Count  d’  Ache 
to  fet  off  for  the  Ifle  of  France  ;  and,  having  in¬ 
formed  M.  de  Lally,  and  the  Council,  of  his  inten¬ 
tion,  we  failed  from  Pondicherry  the  3d  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  and,  after  a  moft  fortunate  paffage,  arrived  on 
the  1 3th  of  O&ober  at  Mauritius. 
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